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PART I. 

THE ATTACK* 

PREFACE. 

It haa been mj experience that battle ordera txe leaa practised at all oar 
exerdsee in applied tactics than are orders for the march, for deplojinent, for 
bivouac, et«. Among those of onr young oGQcers who Htudy tactics seriously 
there are few who cannot write satisfactoiy orders for the march or bivouac of 
s division ; but when it is a question of issuinj; ordera either for or during » 
battle, and of issuing them under the practical conditions of the battle-field, the 
number of experts will be found to be considerably reduced, especially if orders 
for detachments smaller than a division have to be issued rapidly, perhaps 
from the saddle. The war-game is almost the on!; means of training in applied 
tactics at the disposal of the regimental officer ; but war-games are often too 
much concerned with the preliminaries of the battle, and there is no time for 
the discussion of the most mtportant part, viz., the actual conduct of the fi^ht. 
Besides, the direction of war-games which deal with the battle itself, requires 
a more complete system and greater skill than the direction of games 
which do not go beyond reconnsiseance, deployment, and the advance to the 
battle-Seld. 

I therefore acceded with pleasure to the suggestion of some young comrades 
of mine to prepare a series of exercises which should illustrate phases of a 
modem battle, with the special object of emphasizing training in the preparation 
of orders. After the publication of the new " BcKulations for Medical Services 
in the Field," it appeared desirable to complete these exercises by working out 
the battle ordera of the medical officers, and alno to prepare routine orders, to 
which so little iittention is paid. The examples of orfers which I here present 
are the result of these exercises. They are the consequence of a series of 
informal discussions, and have no pretensions to be models. In fact it is not 
possible to gire models of orders, for this would lead to a formsJ sjrstem, and 
every formal system in which form is emphasized at the expense of matter, is 
an evil. In the composition of orders the individuality cS the composer most 
find expression. But some training, some method of emphasizing essential 
points and of expressing the meanmg clearly, is indispensable. Guidance in 
this is often welcome, for it saves the beginner much time. Such guidance shows 
him how to work and gives him the means of beginning his work in the right way. 
I maintain that constant, regular practice is essential if orders are tobe clear, 
brief, and at the same time complete. The object of this book is to lay the 
foundation for such practice. 

TON KlBSLINO, 

München, 

January, 1907. 



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 

Whbh I published these pages three years a^ I did so with some anxiety, 
for I was aware of the difficulty of the task which I had set myself. To-day I 
am conscious that my work has been on the right lines. The hearty commenda- 
tion with which my German comrades have received my work, and the great 
ffood will with which it has been met everywhere, and with which its many 
defects have been overlooked, justify me in conclnding that it has supplied a 
widely felt want. 

Digitized by VjOOÖ IC 



I haTe therefore agreed to Hie request of my publieber, tmd now preeent mj 
little book to military readers in s now edition, which has been considerably 
altered and bronght up to dato. 

The appearance of^ a new edition of the " Field Service BegaUtions," and of 
a namber oi new majiuak, has made it necessary to introduce new terms and to 
chan^ a number of expressions ; the great importance which machine ^ns, 
telephones, etc., have acquired in the modem battle baa made it desirable to 
consider them also in the text. The feeding of the troops has been placed on a 
new basis by the iutrodnction of field kitchens, and it haa become necessary to 
discuss their employment and tbe dntiea of the supply officers. 

The introduction of the various moans which tne progress of science makes 
available to an increasing extent cbubob the organization of our army to become 
continually more complicated. Improvements m armament, and in the commu- 
nication and supply services, have been introduced and require consideration. 
It is a difiicult task to give the necessary orders for the employment of these 
various organizations correctly and at the right time ; instnictiou ia necessary 
if nothing im^rtant is to be forgotten and orders are still to be clear, simple, 
and to the pomt In usiug the expression the "technique" of orders in this 
connection, 'I mean thereby the confidence in issuing orders which is acquired by 
deep thought and constant practice. This confidence depends upon personal 
experience, practice in the use of terms, and upon clearness of intention, acquired 
by a logical system of mental training and by development of character. 

" The Field Service Regulations " direct that there is to be no fixed form for 
battle orders. Orders may therefore be given either verbally or in writing, 
but always in such a way that there is no doubt as to the responsibility of iSe 
issuer for them, that his intention and will are clearly expressed, and that none 
of the units under his command are forgotten in the order. If all this ^ia 
achieved, the order is a ^ood order, more especially if it is expressed briefly and 
em^atically in clear, military language. 

The germs of enccess or failure appear in the orders. The best intention 
and tbe most correct solution of a dimcult problem are of little use if the 
commander in question cannot, either personally or by means of his staff, give 
them expression in correct order. Not only is the end to be attained of 
importance, but also the method of attaining it, though the latter may vary 
greatlv in various circumstances. 

I nope this new edition will find its place, and gain as many friends as 
the first. 

HaHS von ElISLINO, 

yeaburg on fht Danube, 
March, 19ia 
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GENERAL IDEA. 

A ßed army conuDg from the north ia advanclDg on München,* 
on the front Aichach — Schrobenhausen ; a Blue army is advancing 
through München against it. The Danube forme the firoutier between 
Red and Blue. Ingolatadt is a Ked frontier fortress. 



SPECIAL IDEA 



The 11th Infantiy Br^^e (10th and 13th Inf. E^ta.), which bad 
originally been kept back at Ingolstadt as a reinforcement to the 
general reserve, was otdeted on 21. XI., to advance by PfafTenhofen 
to the Ilm, in order to join the left wing of the Red army, which 
was intended to reach the Glonn on the line Unter- Weikertshofen — 
Weichs on 23. XI. with the object of seeking and attackii^ the 
enemy's army. The most northerly column (Ist Army Corps) of the 
Red army was marching on the Aiesing — Hi^rtshausen — Ainhofen 
— ^Weichs road. 

On the night of 22-2:). XI., the following telegram reached the 
bivouac of the brigade at BeichertshauBcn by way of Ingolstadt : — 

" Altomiinster, 

22. XL, 4 p.m. 

" The enemy's army is advancii^ on the Glonn through München. 

The army will attack the enemy and will cross the Glonn on 23. XL, 

on the line — Unter-Weikertshofen — Weichs. Your brigade to 

advance to-morrow, 23rd, as early as possible by Petershauscn. 

" Army Headquarters." 

* In order to facilitate reference to the m&pa, the Qerm&n names of places 
have betn retained in place of the English eqnivalenta, t.g., München, not 
Uunich. For the same reason distances are given in metres and kilometrcB 
instend of in yarde and miles. 

The infantry regimeats referred to in this book all conjsist of 3 battalions. 
Each battalion has 4 oompanies. The companies in a German regiment are 
numbered from 1 to 12. Thus, No. Companj is the fli«t company of the 
third battalion. In the foUowioK pages companies axe uenally described 
bv their number and regiment, without reference to the battalion to which 
ihey belong. 

The German field artillery is organized in brigades, vhich are subdivided 
into regiments. Each regiment has two Ahteilang«» of Üiree batteries. It is 
important to remember in reading this book, that the corresponding nnit to oar 
fieM artillery brigade is the Abteilung, not the brigade. — TsA^aLATOB's Note. 
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The brigade marched from Beichertshausen at 6 aja on 23. XI. 
At 7.45 a.m. the point of the advanced guard (Ist Bn., 13th Inf. 
Hegt.) reached FeterahauBen (by way of Ober-Marbach). The 
brigade commander was between the advanced gnard and ibe main 
body. The main body waa marching in the following order : — 

2iid Bn., 13th Inf. Bogt 

3rd Bn., 13th Inf. Regt. 

10th Inf. B^. 

At that moment s cavalry orderly arrived with the following 
order : — 

" Egleraried, 23. XI., 6.45 a.m. 

" The enemy's army reached the south bank of the Glonn yester- 
day afternoon, on the line Gross-Berghofen — Jedenhofen (inclusive). 

" The anny advances to-morrow, 23rd, to and over the Glonn and 
attacks. Ist Inf. Div. by Franking — EdenpfafFenhofen on Weicha 
(exclusive) — Jedenhofen. 

" The 11th Inf. Bde., which ie under the orders of the 1st Inf. 
Div., will advance to Ziegelbei^ (west of Fetershausen) and be at the 
disposal of the divisional commander. 

" Headquarters, 1st Inf. Div., EdenpfafTenhofen." 

Bequired the instructions and orders of the brigade commander 
on the iiiTival of this order. It is to be aasumed that the only 
officers of the brigade staff are the brigade major (adjutant) and one 
orderly officer, 

Beconnaissances have established the facts that the Glonn is 
everywhere fordable by infantry, but that mounted troops most, 
generally speaking, use the bridges. It is a bright, fine day in late 
.autumn. 

Composition of the 11th Infantry Brigade ; — 

10th Inf. Eegt. 
13th Inf. Begt. 

Each infantry regiment has a machine gun company of six guns. 

Each battalion has a telephone detachment, provided with 13,000 
yards of cable and four instrumeots. 

Each company has a field kitchen ; supply officers are attached to 
each battalion. 



The Action of, and Osders issued bt, the Bkigadi Staff. 

I. a. The staff rode forward to Ziegelberg and gave the order to 
the main body, " Faes the word for regimental commanders to come 
to the front" 

b. The following order was issued verbally to the advanced guard 
commander as the staff rode by : — " Occupy the bridge at Peterahauaen 
with one section ; reconnoitre towuxU Asbach and Eollbsch. The 
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advanced guard will turn off to Ziegelberg ; the brigade etafT is going 
to tliat place, llie Eidvanced guard commander will accompany tlie 
brigadier." 

II. The brigade staff reached Ziegelberg at 8 a.m. As it rode 
forward, the sound of guns, increasing in volume, was heard irom 
a westerly direction. Hostile artillery was observed from the hill at 
Zi^lberg, apparently in action at Jedenhofen against Bed artQlery 
on the north bank of the Glonn in the neighboiirhood of Aufhansen, 
which could not be seen at the. moment. Small parties, presumed to 
be hostile cavalry, were observed in the G-lonn vaUey between Aehach 
and Jedenhofen. 

From time to time fairly heavy infantry fire was heard from the 
west. 

A. At 8 a.m.* the brigadier gave the following verbal order to 
the advanced guard commander : — " The enemy's army is in poeition 
on the other bank of the Glonn on the line Qross-Berghofen — 
Jedenhofen (exclusive) ; our army will attack. 

" The brigade is in Echelon in rear of the left flant of the 1st Inf. 
Div., which is attacking on the front Weichs — Jedenhofen. The 
brigade will deploy in this valley, north of Ziegelberg (this place he 
points out) facing Asbach, and will be at the disposal of the 
divisional commander. 

" The advanced guard wUl cover the deployment of the brigade by 
occupying the small wood south of Ziegelberg ; it will send a small 
detachment to hold the bridge at Asbach. It will reconnoitre by 
Ebersbach — Asbacb towards Jedenhofen and the country north of 
Vierkirchen, and will discover the position of the enemy's right Hank. 
It will observe in the direction of Aufhausen. It will report on the 
situation there, particularly as to our own troops. Ifc will reconnoitre 
the ground towards Ehersbach and Asbach with the view to the 
advance of the brigade. The brigade stafT will move in a quarter of 
an hour to the southern edge of the small wood." 

S. The following verbal order was issued at Zi^lbeig to the 
commanders of the 10th and 13th Inf. B^ts. who had arrived in 
the meantime (8,15 a.m.) : — 

" Ziegelberg. 23. XI., 8.20 a.m. 

" The enemy is in poeition on the far side of the Glonn, on the 
line Gross- Berghofen — Jedenhofen (inclusive). Our army will attack. 
The brigade is in i5chelon in rear of the left wing of the 1st Inf. Div„ 
which is advancing against the line Weichs — Jedenhofen. The 
br^de will form up in this valley facing the hilla at Ziegelberg. 

"The i;^th Inf. Kegt. will be on the right in one line, with its 
left on Ziegelberg. 

" The 10th Inf, Eegt will be on the left with its left east of that 
clump of bushesf over there. Two of its battalions will be ^heloned 
in second line on the left. 

'The 10th Jnf. Begt. wiU reconnoitre through Asbach and 
PetershauseE, towards Öie woods south of Asbach, and towards 

* At this time the fwint of tbe advanced guard was approaching Ziegelbeij;. 
t Supposed to be 500 metres east of Ziegelberg on a level with the norther n 
edge of that place. 
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XoUbach. It will observe and be responsible for the security of tbe 
left dank. It will send one section to the railway bridge south of 
Peterahausen, and strong cyclist patrols throi^h KoUbach and 
ßettenbach on Vierkirchen. The field kitchens of the 13th Inf. 
Begt. will be south-weat of Sollem, those of the 10th Inf. Begt. will 
be south-east of Sollem. 

" The brigade headquarters are moving to the south edge of that 
small wood, which is occnpied by the Ist Bn., 13th Inf. Begt, to 
reconnoitre." 

C. At 8.25 a.ni. the brigadier gave the br^adc orderly officer the 
f ollowing order : — " Take four cjcusta from the 13th Inf. Begt. and 
ride by Lindach to EdenpfafTeohofen, and hnd out where divisional 
headquarters are. Beport my dispositions and find out the situation 
of the Ist Inf. Div., which you will accompany. Keep me informed 
of all important events and of the information which comes in about 
the enemy. If the cyclists allotted to you are not sufficient, ask the 
divisional staff to let you have some orderlies. Orders and reports 
to be sent to Zi^elberg. Start at once." 

D. The brigade major (adjuiaiU) had, meanwhile, prepared a, 
written order for the 2nd line transport, which was despatched by 
cyclist orderly. 

" Ziegelberg. 23. XI., 8.30 a.m. 

" The army is engaged on the line of the Glonn. The brigade is 
deploying at Ziogelberg, west of Fetershausen, 

" 2Dd line transport will move to Lampertshausen (west of 
Steinkirchen). It wiU be prepared to move either towards Jetzendorf 
or Steinkirchen, and will reconnoitre routes towards the Glonn 
valley and Gerolsbach. Supply wi^ons to be at the head of the 
column. Keep communication with brigade headquarters at 

A.B., 
Lieutenant and Brigade Major." 



Orders issued by the Advanced Guaed Commakdee on hkckift 
OF Brigade Orders, 

a. Verbal order issued at 8.10 a.m. to the point, which had just 
reached Ziegelberg : — " The point will advance throi^h Ziegelberg to 
the extreme corner of the small wood in Ixont of us, which juts out- 
towards Asbach, and will halt there and not advance beyond the 
southern e<^e of the wood ; the remainder of the company is 
following." 

h. Verbal order at 8.20 a.m. to the commander of the vanguard 
company (Ist Bn., 13th Inf. Begt.) : — 

1. " Pass the order back, ' Company commanders to come to the 
commanding officer.' " 

2. " The enemy is in position on the fax side of the Glonn, Our 
army will attack. Hostile artillery is in position at Jedenhofen. 

'"The brigade is deploying in this valley, facing Asbacb. It is in 
Echelon in rear of the left wing of the Ist Inf. Div., which is attacking 
on the line Weichs — Jedenhofen, 
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" The advanced guard is to cover the deployment of the 
brigade. 

" No. 1 Company is to advance to the furthest corner of the wood 
which juts out towards Asbach (the point has been already sent 
there), and will watch the valley of the Glonn from Ebersbach to 
Petershausen. It wiU reconnoitre the groimd east of Jedenhofen 
through Asbach. It will examine the ground between the edge of 
the wood and Asbach, with a view to the br^ade advancing over it 
to attack. Sketches will bo sent to me. It will occupy the bridge 
at Asbach with half a section. If the enemy attacks, the southern 
edge of the wood is to be held. 

" No. 2 Company will advance to the western part of the wood ; 
Nos. 3 and 4 Companies to the centre of the northern edge of the 
wood. AU reports to the latter place, 

" 1st line transport (less S.A.A, carts) will join Nob. 3 and 4 



c. Verbal order at 8.30 a.m. to the assembled commanders of the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th Coys, 13th Inf. Eegt. : — " The enemy has occupied 
the southern bank of the G-lonn. The enemy's artillery is in action 
on a hill near Jedenhofen, which can be seen from here over the 
edge of that wood. 

" I'he brigade is deploying in this valley facing Asbach. It is in 
Äjhelon in rear of the left wing of the Ist Inf, Div, 

"The Ist Bn„13th Inf. Regt., will occupy the small wood in front 
to cover the deployment. 

" No. 1 Company has been ordered to the east part of the wood. 

"No. 2 Company will advance to the west part of the wood 
which juts out towards Ebersbach, and will watch the ground 
towards EdenpfafTenhofen, Aufhausen, and Ebersbach, as well as the 
hills on the west front, whither the Ist Inf. Div. is expected to 
advance. 

" It will reconnoitre throi^h Ebersbach towards Jedenhofen and 
to the east of that place. It is important to discover the position of 
the enemy's right. It will ezamine the ground between the e<^ 
of the wood and Ebersbach, with a view to attack. In case of attack, 
the southern edge of the wood is to be held. 

" Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, and the machine gun company, under 
Captain B, will take up a position behind the centre of the northern 
edge of the wood. The shortest way to Nos, 1 and 2 Coys, will be 
marked. 

" The field kitchens will be assembled behind the wood, and will 
move under a senior under-officer of No. 4 Company from Ziegelbei^ 
to Sollern, the hamlet on the next hill on our right. A supply 
of&cer will take over command of them at that place. 

"The telephone detachment will establish communication with 
Nos. 1 and 2 Companies. 

" I am going first to Nos. 1 and 2 Coys, and then to Nos. 3 and 4 
Coys. All reports to be sent to the latter. The commander of the 
machine gun company will accompany me." 
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Obdbrs issued by the Rkgimentai Commandkhs on rkceipt op 
Bkiqade Orders issued verbally at 8.20 A.M. 

13th Infantry Regiment. 

a. Verbal order at 8.25 a-pL, immediately on receipt of the br^ade 
order, to the rc^imeutal adjutant : — " Eide and meet the regiment, and 
direct the leading (2nd) battalion behind this hill (491, west of 
Ziegelbei^), and the 3rd Bn. to Zi^^lbeig. 

" Tell the battalion commanders to come to me at Ziegelberg." 
h. Verbal order at 8.45 a.m. to the two battalion commanders : — 
" The brigade is forming up behind this ridge, facing it. 13th Inf. 
Begt. on the right of 10th Inf. B^t. The 2nd Bn. will form up 
behind hill 491 (pointed out on the ground), near that yellow field. 
The 3rd Bn. will form up behind Zi^elberg. Close up to 200 metres. 
Send out scouts. When they have issued their orders, battalion 
commanders will please come to me to be informed as to the 
situation." 

c. Orders issued by the OC. 2nd Bn., 13th Inf. Regt., at the 
moment when Nq. 5 Company reaches hill 491 : — " No. 5 Company 
halt. No. 6 Company wiU form up on the right of No. 5 Company 
at 30 paces interval No. 8 Company will form up behind No. 6. 
No. 7 Company bebind No. 6. Send out scouts. 

" The telephone detachment will form up behind No. 7 Company, 
S.A.A. carte will join their companies,"* 

d. The supply officer of the 2nd Bn., 13th Inf. Eegt. (the 
supply officer of the. 1st Bn. was with the supply w^onsj, aft«r he 
had met the regimental adjutant and received his instructions, galloped 
to the point where the Petershauaen road turns off towards Jetzen- 
dorf and drew up the field kitchens of the regiment in column on the 
road. He then marched them to Sollem, where he placed them in a 
covered position, west of that place, close to the lane leading to 
Thann. He next left a few reliable men in charge of the field 
kitchens and formed the remainder into a requisitioning party. He 
instructed the latter to seize any supplies there might be in Kreithof, 
SoUern, and Lindach. As he was in an enemy's country he considered 
he was justified in doing this,^ He conferred with the supply officer 
in charge of the field kitchens of the 10th Inf. Regt., whom he met 
shortly afterwards, and agreed with him that all supplies requisi- 
tioned should be taken to Sollem and divided between the two 
regiments. 

10th Infantry Regiment. 

a. Verbal order issuedby the regimental commander at 8.25 a.m. 
to the regimental adjutant : — " Ride back to the raiment and send 

* The S.A.A. caiia niai'cliod together in roar of the bftttaiion, with the 
remainder of the Ist line transport. 
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the battalion comtuauders to me. I will be at the railway croesing 
south-west of PetershaTisen, Send the supply officer with the 
regiment to that point too. Tell the 1st Bn. to send a cyclist officer 
to me, and six cyclists to the church at Petershausen to w&it for the. 
cjeliat officer." 

h. Verbal order issued at 8.45 a.in. to the assembled battalion 
commanders : — 

" The brigade is deploying in this valley facing this ridge (pointed 
out on the ground). 10th Inf. B^ on the left of 13th Inf. B^. 

" The Ist Bn, will advance to ttie north-east comer of Zi^lberg. 
The 2nd Bn. will be on the left <^ the Ist, at 300 metres interval and 
100 metres distance. The 3rd Bn. will be on the left of the 2nd, 
with its head at that small clump of bushes.* Beduce the length of 
columns to 200 metres. Send out scouts. 

" The machine gun company will be in a covered position behind 
the 3rd Bn. 

" The 3rd En, will send a strong observation post to Wasenhof 
to watch the south bank of the Glonn from Asbach to Kollbach, and 
a smaller post to the hiU north-west of Petershausen. It will 
reconnoitre the country over the Glonn south of Asbach — Höckhof — 
Glonbercha. It will send one section to the railway bridge south of 
Petershansen. One section of the 13th Inf. E^t. is at the road 
bridge at Petershausen. Battalion commanders and the commander 
of the machine gun company, after issuing their orders, will accom- 
pany me to Zi^elberg to be informed as to the situation." 

c. The cyclist officer, after being told the situation, was ordered 
to go to Vierkirchen, by way of Kollbaoh and the neighbourhood of 
Bettenhach, in order to find out the positiou of the enemy's right and 
of his reserves. He was to report to brigade headquarters at 
Ziegelberg. 

d. The supply officer of the Ist Bn. was ordered to take over 
command of all the field kitchens of the regiment and to move them 
to Sollero by way of Petershausen. He was told to form them up at 
the eastern end of the vill^e, so that they could march at once to 
Zi^lberg. He was to keep in touch with regimental headquarters 
at Ziegelberg. 

e. The supply officer of the 2nd Bn. (the supply officer of the 
1st Bn. was with the supply wagons and the 2nd line transport) was 
directed to accompany r^mental headquarters and to remind the 
latter about bringing up the field kitchens. 

While the brigade was forming up, the brigadier and his brigade 
major (adjtUaTU) had gone to the southern edge of the small wood 
south of Ziegelberg, the brigadier having first directed the senior 
regimental commander to take over command, to open all messages 
and to send on those of importAnce. 

Ist Bn-, 13th Inp. Bbot. 
No. 1 COMPAHY. 
On receipt of the order of the battalion commander, the commander 
of No. 1 Company, 13th Inf. Eegt. (vanguard company), after 

* 600 yards ewt of Ziegelb«rg, lerel vith the nortbem adge of that pUee. 
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handing over command to the senior lieutenant, rode to the point 
and reached it as it arrived at the southern edse of the wood and was 
about to lie down there in observation. From tnis position the country 
appeared to him as follows : — 

Immediately south of the wood the groiuid fell in a gentle 
glacis-like slope towards the valley of the 0)onn, which, with 
the exception of a small corner of dead ground near its north^n 
extremity, was visible almost throughout its breadth. Towards the 
west the view was limited, about 800 metres away, by a ridge 
springing from the western part of the wood. This ritige concealed 
the valley at Aufhaueeu aud also the greater part of Ebersbach. To 
the south the view was uninterrupted up to, and in some cases 
beyond, the line of the hills which form the southern edge of the Glomt 
valley. The hill east of Jedenhofen was clearly recognizable, and so 
were the heights south of Äsbach. Behind the latter, portions of the 
wooded area north of Vierkirchen and Bettenbach were visible. 
Asbach itself, a small village dominated by a church with a 
conspicuous green-roofed tower, lay in full view. 

From the place where this part of the wood turns eastward, a 
view of the course of the Glonn was obtainable to beyond the far 
side of Petershausen, and one could see past the southern edge of 
that place until the distance was shrouded in mist. A church tower, 
which apparently was that of the vill^e of Kollbach, showed over 
the bare hills between Petershausen and Asbach. Still farther off 
could be seen a line of wooded heights. 

A small rise, which ran about 50 metres beyond the edge of the 
wood, seemed to ofTer a suitable line of defence, for the £eld of fire 
was good and the cover satisfactory. The high pine trees which 
formed the small wood were easy to climb and afforded suitable 
positions for observation posts. There was little to be seen of the 
enemy, but the sound of heavy firing was heard from the ne^hbourhood 
of Jedenhofen. From that direction and from further west the 
sound of continuous gunfire was also distinguishable. Hostile 
artillery was visible in action south of Jedenhofen, Shells were 
constantly bursting over this artillery and over Jedenhofen ; these 
must have been fired by Bed artillery in position on this side of the 
Glonn. 

The infantry fire was particularly heavy from the direction of 
Ebersbach, but neither Bed nor Bine infantry was visible. On 
the other hand, cavalry could he seen in the valley about 500 metres 
east of Asbach. Some horsemen were standing on hill 496, west of 
Kollbach, and were examining the northern bank of the Glonn 
through glasses, but they soon disappeared again. 

A. At 8.35 a.m. the commander of No. 1 Company issued the 
following verbal order to Lieutenant A, who was in command of the 
point : — " The brigade is behind at Ziegelberg, the small hamlet 
which we have just passed through ; it is attached to the 1st Inf. Div., 
which is advancing on our right, behind that line of hills, to the 
attack across the valley of the Glonn, the southern slopes of which 
have been occupied by the enemy. The company is covering the 
brigade in the small wood and wUl defend its southern edge in case 
of attack. 

" Try and get to Asbach, that village straight opposite us, unseen 
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if possible, and occupy the bridge over the Glonn at that place. I 
will send you reinforeemente and a aignallei' later. 

" Try and find out what is going on at Jedenhofen and Pasenbach, 
It is particularly important to discover the position of the enemy's 
right and of his reserves. Keconnoitre the ground north and south 
of Asbaoh with a view to attack. Send me a sketch of the ground 
as soon as poBsibla Advance carefully, there appears to be hostile 
cavalry west of Kollbach. Hostile artillery is in position south of 
Jedenhofen. Send reports here, where there will be a signalling 
station." 

B. He next issued the following orders to the company which 
had come up in the meanwhile : — " Form company column. Order 
arms. Stand at ease." 

The company halted about 20 metres inside the wood. The 
words of command were given in a low tone on account of the echo. 

C. The following verbal order was issued by the company 
commander at 8.45 a.m. to hia company ; — " The enemy is in position 
pu the far side of the Glonn. Our army ie about to attack. The 
1st Inf. Div., to which the 11th Bde. is attached, is advancing on our 
right. The 11th Bde. ia in Echelon in rear of the left flank of the 
1st Inf. Div., and is at Ziegelbei^, that email vill^e which we have 
just passed through. 

" No. 1 Company, which ie on the right of No. 2 Company in the 
wood, is covering the brigade and will hold this edge of the wood in 
case of attack. The remainder of the battalion is behind the wood, 
about the centre of the north edge. 

" The company will occupy that small rise in front of us, No. 1 
Section on the right. No. 2 Section on the left, of that small tree. 
The front of each section will be 100 metres. The section commanders 
accompanied by the squad commanders will go forward to the position 
without showing themselves, and reconnoitre. The company will 
pile arms and Lieutenaot D. will identify the country from the map. 

"Two under-officers with field glasses, two privates and two 
Spaliers of No. 3 Section, will come with me. I will return to the 
company in ten minutes." 

I). The company commander next placed an observation post at 
the extreme southerly comer of the wood, and another at the 
easternmost comer. To Üie first of these posts was allotted the country 
from Jedenhofen to Asbach. The country between Asbach and 
Petershausen was allotted to the second, which was directed to keep 
itself informed as to the movements of the brigade. The under-ofBcers, 
having been carefully instructed as to their duties, were posted in 
high trees which offered a good view ; a private was placed at the 
foot of each tree to carry messages. The two signallers were placed 
near the first observation post and were to establieh communication 
with the troops holding Asbach bridge. 

£, The company commander returned at 9 a.m. to the company. 
He sent two squads and a signaller to the bridge at Asbach to 
Lieutenant A., and a patrol to get touch with No. 2 Company and 
with the battalion, and to mark the nearest way to them. He 
inspected the positions selected by the section commanders, and 
sat^fied himself that the company knew the situation. He then 
allowed the men to fall out and lie down near the piled arms. 
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The telephone detftchment arriväd later and established comtniini- 
cation between the company and battalion headqufurters. 

No. 2 COMPANT. 

Meanwhile, No. 2 Company had reached ita poBition. The 
following were the instmctions isBued to it. The company commander 
bad, immediately on receipt of the advanced guai-d, i.e., battalion, 
conunander's order, issued the following order : — 

A. " Lieutenant N. will go forward with the leadii^ squad. He 
will move through the centre of the wood in front, and then along 
the edge of the wood opposite Eberabach to the point of the wood 
which jute out towards that place. He will halt on the far edge of 
the wood, the remainder of the company will follow." 

B. The company commander then rode forward bo the point ot 
the wood in question. There he saw that the view and field of fire 
were very limited. He therefore waited for the squad and ordered 
it to advance to the spur which runs towards Ebersbach, until the 
men could overlook Ebersbach and the G-lonn valley, and to lie down 
there in observation. The squad commander was directed to watch 
the Glonn valley particularly between Weichs and Asbach, and the 
heights on the far side occupied by the enemy. He was told that 
hostile artillery was in action at Jedenhofen : that it was expected 
that detachments of the Ist Inf. Div. would be in Ebersbaoh ; that 
that division was advancing by Aufhausen, and that the 11th Inf. 
Bde., which was forming up behind at Ziegelberg, the place they had 
just marched through, was attached to it. He was also told that 
No, 2 Company, which was on the right of No. 1 Company, had to 
cover the 11th Inf. Bde., and would hold the southern edge of the west 
part of the wood, and also the highest point of the spur running 
towards Ebersbach in case of attack. 

C. The company commander dismounted, left his horse in the 
wood, and also halted the company there. He then walked to the 
highest point of the spur which runs towards Ebersbach, between the 
wood and Aufhauaen. 

Here he obtained the following view of the country and of the 
situation : — 

Looking west he saw the whole extent of the valley from 
Aufhausen to Ebersbach, and also the road connecting those places. 
Edenpfaffeuhofen was concealed by a bare spur, above which the 
wooded area north of that village was visible. Beyond Eden- 
pfaffenhofen a line of hills ran towards the Gloun from the 
neighbourhood of Franking, the brickworks (^0 ^^ which could 
he seen, the highest hills (points 508) being at franking and south- 
west of Aufhausen. A large tract of wood in the northern part of 
this line of hills shut out all view, but over the more open 
southerly part, the hills 619 and 513 at "Westerbolzhausen were 
apparently rec<^nizable. A glimpse of the valley of the Glonn west 
of Ebersbach, and also of Jedenhofen and of the country between 
Jedenhofen and Albertshofeu was obtainable over the lowest epnrs of 
hill 508, south-west of Aufhausen. 

The hill, on the highest point of which the company commander 
stood, fell in a convex slope towards Ebersbach ; from the highest 
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point rather less than 100 metres of this slope was visible, the lower 
part and the village of Ebersbach, of which only the top of the church 
tower was in view, lay in dead ground. Nor could the vaUey of the- 
Glonn immediately to the south be aeen, but, on the other hand,. 
there was a good view of the hilla opposite, which rose gently east of 
Jedenhofen, and also of that part of the Glonn valley which lie» 
between Eberabach and Asbaeh. On the far side of the valley rose 
a broad round hill (496) between Asbaeh and Jedenhofen, The part 
of this hill between Asbaeh and Kollbach fell away in gentle slopes 
towards the Glonn. The Asbaeh — Vierkirchen road and the railway 
were easily recognizable To the left of Aehaeh the eye was caught 
by the church tower of KoUbach, which showed between the hills ; 
behind it the horizon was bounded by wooded heighte, which rose 
like lines of waves. 

The country north of the line Asbaeh — KoUbach, was concealed 
by the wood which has been so frequently referred to. The southern 
edge of this wood was visible aa far as the point where it turns- 
slightly north. 

Of the battle, the progress of which was announced by heavy gun/ 
and rifle fire, this much was to be seen ; — 

A long line of Red artillery was in position on the ridge south- 
west of Aufhausen, in action against hostile artillery between 
Albertshofen and Jedenhofen, Along the north bank of the Glonn, 
north and north-west of Jedenhofen, lines of Red infantry, extended 
among the copses, were aeen to be eiigt^d with hostile infantry 
deployed west of Jedenholen. Rifle fire was also heard from the 
direction of Ebersbach. 

A few wounded were seen on the road from Ehersbach to 
Aufhausen, going back to the latter place. Above one of the most, 
southerly houses of Aufhausen the red cross flag was waving. About 
two battalions of Red infantry were just north of Aufhausen in a 
covered position. A line of wagons was seen trotting along the- 
road which runs westward from Aufhausen. They were, apparently, 
an ammunition column and soon disappeared from view. Behind 
hill 508, south-west of Aufhauseu, the signalling station of the 
artillery in position there was seen at work. Nothing was to be 
seen either of the enemy or of Red troops in the country east of 
Eberabach and Jedenhofen, 

D. The company commander returned to the company, when he 
had completed this reconnaissance, and issued the following 
orders :— 

a. Verbally, at 9 a.m., to the whole company. 

" The enemy has occupied the fai' bank of the Glonn. Hostile 
artillery is in position east of Albertshofen, the enemy has infantry 
at and near Jedenhofen, 

" The 1st Inf. Div. ia advancing to the attack on our right (west), 
apparently through Ebersbach. Our artillery is south and south- 
west of Aufhausen. 

"The brigade is marching by Ziegelberg, the small place we have- 
just passed through, to be at the disposal of the Ist Inf. Div. 

"The Ist Bn., 13th Inf. Regt, has been ordered to cover the 
brigade ; No. 1 Company is on our left. Kos. 3 and 4 Companies are' 
at the northern edge of the small wood. 
(B 760) 
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" Lientemuit B. will hold the he^ht od our right front, on both 
sMes of the field track leadii^ to Eberebach, with No. 1 Section, in ease 
ni attack. Hia froBt will be towaxds Ebersbach, and wiU sxteiui for 
80 metrea. The position will be reconnoitretL No, 1 Section will 
take ivp poutioB in rear of it and will not occupy it till Deeesaary. 
The point! has been pushed forward in froat of the diviaioB towards 
I^rsbach. !Noh. 2 and 3 Sections will remain here and be at my 
disposal. 

" Ccnmectioa will be established with Ho, 1 Company on th© left, 
mmI Nob. 3 and i Coaipaiuee m rear. Ist Lieutenant C. wiU iaaue 
any further inetruction-s required. 

" I shall be oa the hill on our right front. 

b. "UadeF-officer M., with one private, will form an observation 
post at the comer of the wood stra^ht in front of us. He will climb 
<«e of the behest ti'ees and will wa4;ch the vfdley of the Glonn and 
the opposite heights. He will place himself so as to see the point 
and me if possible. The private will remain at the foot of the tree 
to carry messages. 

c. " Ser^ N., with 5 men, will patrol towards Ebersbach, and 
ascertain the situation there. He will then reconnoitre the ground 
between Ebersbach and Asbach with a view tn the bpigade attac^dng 
«vet it. He will endeavour to find out the situation a^ Jedeuhofeu ; 
it is especially importcmt to discover the position of the enemy's r^it 
flank. Reports will be sent here." 

d. While let Lieutenant C. was det«]ing the patrols to No. 1 
Company and to the battalion, and was explatning the situation and 
the country to the company, the company commander wrote out a 
fnll report of what he had seen and sent it to ike battalion c^onmandet 
and to brigade headquflj^rs. 

The company commander then went to the hill mentioned above 
for observation purposes, and examined the ground witit a view to 
an attack being ct^ed out over it. He put down his impressions in 
the form of a sketchv which he completed from the reports as they 
came in ; be then sent the sketch back to the battahon commander. 

The two signallers whom he took with him were placed so that 
tbey could be seen by the company and from bill 508 south-wcHt oi 
Aufhausen. They were then ordered to try and get communication 
with the aitillery signal station on hill 508. When communication 
was established they were directed to send the following message : — 

" 11th Bde., marching from Reicbersthausen, is now accroaching 
Ziegelberg; protective detachments hold wood south of Ziegelberg, 
f lease send information as to the situation. 

" No. 2 Coy., 13th Inf. Eegt." 

Thk Machine Gun Oompaht. 
The commander of the mactiine gun company had accompanied 
the commander of the 1st Bn., 13th Inf. E^t., on his ride to the 
advanced companies, and arrived with hini, about 8.30 p.m., at the 
edge of the wood 1,400 metres north-west of Asbach, just as the 
commander of No. 1 Company was issuing his orders. The advanced 
guard commander recognized from a reconnaissance of the ground 
that No. 1 Company would be much assisted in holding its 
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position against an attack from the far side of the Glonn by the 
addition of some machine guns. He therefore addressed the com- 
mander of the machine gun company who was with him, as follows 
at a40 a.m. :— 

" No. 1 Company will presumably hold the rise in front of us. 

" Place two machine guns at the corner of thia wood, so that they 
can sweep the ground in front of Asbach and between that vill^e 
and the railway bridge north-east of it. The guns will be attached 
to No. 1 Company. 

" Draw the remainder of your company up in close order behind 
the wood, where it will be at my disposal. 

"Eecounoitre the edge of the wood and the ground to the west as 
far as the rit^e which runs down east of Ebershach towards the 
Grlonn, and submit to me proposals for the employment of the machine 
gun company in case we have to hold this bank of the Glonn against 
attack." 

A. The commander of the machine gun company then rode off to 
the commander of No. 1 Company who was close by, informed him of 
the orders he had received, and added : — 

" The best position for the machine gun section is at the most 
southerly corner of the wood with the guns close tc^ther. There 
they can flank the Glonn valley. The section will bring its vehicles 
■ as far forward as possible, hut the guns must be brought up by hand 
to the edge of the wood. It seems to me that Wasenbof should be 
occupied in case the machine gun company has to move up to the 
edge of the wood, which appears desirable." 

B. When the commander of No. 1 Company had arranged for the 
occupation of "Wasenhot, the commander of the machine gun com- 
pany rode back to the northern edge of the wood, drew hia company 
up in line behind the piled arms of Nos. 3 and 4 Companies, and 
ordered his men to dismount. He called up his section commander 
and gave him the following order verbally at 8.1» a.m. : — 

" The advanced guard is covering in thia wood the deployment of 
the brigade near Ziegelberg, the villi^ on the right rear.* 

" The brigade is in Echelon in rear of the left flank of the lat Inf. 
Div., to which we are attached. The 1st Inf, Div, is engaged with 
the enemy, who is attacking from the far hank of the Glonn, and is 
west of us. The valley of the Glonn begins immediately on the far 
aide of the wood in front of us. The left of the division is in Ebers- 
bach. NoH. 1 and 2 Companies are at the southern edge of this wood, 
whence the valley of the Glonn is in full view. No. 2 Company is 
on the right, and No. 1 on the left, close to the comer of the wood 
which juts out towards Asbach. Lieutenant A., with No. 1 Section, 
will be in the portion of the front allotted to No. 1 Company, to 
which he is attached. He will take up a position at the corner of 
the wood 1,400 metres north-west of Asbach to assist Noi 1 Com- 
pany. He wiD move to hia p(fflition by the near e<^e of the wood, 
left from here, as far as the farthest point where he is still under 
cover from the Glonn valley. He will then unload and move the 
guns by hand straight through the wood towards the corner, without 
exposing himself. March on. 

* The compMij comnuuider wm fadiui bisctunound. 
(B 760J B 2 
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" The rest of tlie company will remain here, let Lieutenant B. 
will take over command, will have shoes, harness, and vehicles 
examined, and see that the situation is explained to the company. I 
am going to reconnoitre the southern edge of the wood and wilt 
return here," 

C. Captain M. then hurried forward to carry out the reconnaissance 
as ordered. He arrived at the southern edge of the wood at a point 
near the centre, whence a field track led down to the Glonn valley 
road. 

The view to the west was bounded at this point by the ridge 
which runs down to the valley of the Glonn, between the wood and 
Ebersbach. Only a few of the roofs of Ebersbach and its small 
pointed church spire were visible. Looking to the left, however, 
there was a clear view over the whole of the broad level of the Glonn 
valley as far as the hill east of Jedenhofen (which was crowned by 
the enemy's artillery), and of the lower slopes of the hills between 
Jedenhofen and Asbach, as far as the edge of the wood north of 
Vierkirchen. Nothing was to be seen of the country on the far side 
of the high railway embankment. This embankment allowed the 
enemy to approach Asbach under almost complete cover, only that 
edge of the latter village facing the Glonn valley being exposed to 
view. 

From Captain M.'s position in the middle of the wood, the Glonn 
valley road was almost 800 metres away, and the Glonn itself was 
another 800 metres farther off. The range to Asbach was about 
2,000 metres. If the infantry remained in position on the edge of 
the wood, neither its fire nor that of the machine guns would be 
able to search the Glonn valley effectively. The range was too great. 
The enemy would only come within effective range when he reached 
the Glonn valley road. 

As it seemed probable that the enemy in attacking would make 
use of the covered approach to Asbach, the main attack was to be 
expected from that direction. It was, therefore, desirable to place 
the machine guns so that they could bring effective fire to bear upon 
tiie enemy's firing lines as they emei^d from Asbach. It would 
only be possible to do this from the corner of the wood which jutted 
out to Asbach, whence the range to the edge of the villf^e was from 
1,300-1,400 metres. As this comer of the wood jutted out like a 
bastion to the south, it would then be possible to flank the valley of 
the Glonn on both sides. 

If the brigade were to advance to the attack across the Glonn, 
a position in this comer of the wood would be suitable for the 
machine gun company to support the attack. From this position the 
company would he able both to support the attack on Asbach, which 
the enemy would probably hold in strength, and also to assist in the 
attack longer than if it took up a position more to the west, for, in 
the latter case, it would apparently have to change position to the 
Glonn valley road when the infantry advanced. 

As the result of this reconnaissance Captain M. rode back again 
to No. 1 Company, and had a careful look at the ground from the 
above-mentioned comer of the wood. This reconnaissance confirmed 
him in his previous opinion. 

When he had approved of the position which had meantime beea 
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taken up by his Ist Section, had interviewed the commander of 
No. 1 Company, and had found hia position accurately on the map. 
he rode back straight through the wood, which waa not thick, to its 
northern edge, and at the same time reconnoitred a route by which 
he could bring up his vehicles close to the position of No. 1 Company. 
As soon as he returned he reported the result of his reconnais- 
sance to the advanced guard commander. He then assembled his 
subordinates and explained the situation, the ground, and the results 
of his leconnaissance to them. 



JiRIGADE HeADQUASTEBS. 

The brigade headquarters reached the position of No, 2 Coy., 
13th Inf. Regt-, soon after 9 a.m. The staff left their hoi^es under 
cover and ascended the hill to reconnoitre. They had the same view 
of the country and of the situation as had the commander of 
No. 2 Coy. The brigade major (^adjutant), who had been looking 
round with his glasses, called his general's attention to the fact 
that the divisional Dag was on the road between Aufhausen and 
Edenpfaffenhofen, and that the divisional headquarters were dis- 
mounted on the hill east of the road. The brigade staff thereupon 
mounted and ^lloped off after informing the commander of No. 2 
Coy., ]3th Inf. Eegt., that they were going to the headquarters of the 
Istlnf. Div. 



Action or, and Orders issued by, the Divisional Staff. 

When the brigadier had reported the arrival and dispositions of 
the 11th luf. Bde., he received the following information from the 
divisional headquarters : — 

The advanced guards of the army reached the line Eisenhofen — 
Hirtlbach — Markt- Indersdorf — Weichs, about mid-day 22. XI., the 
main bodies reached the line Pfaffenhofen — Altomünster — Pipenried 
— Hilgertshausen, 

On the evening of 22. XL, the advanced guards reported that the 
enemy was in strength at Ottmarshart, south of Kloster-Indersdorf, 
and at Pasenbach, and that their patrols south of the Glonn had 
been everywhere fired on. Hostile infantry had been seen entrench- 
ing at Ambach — Kloster-Indersdorf — Zillhofen and at Jedenhofen. 

Accoixiing to the Army Order for the 23rd, the intention was to 
attack the enemy across the Olonn, and to make the decisive attack 
with the 3rd and 4th Army Corps on the right flank. The latter 
corps had been directed to attack on the line Unter-Weikertshofen — 
Hirtlbach. The centre (2nd Ai-my Corps) was directed to hold the 
enemy on tbe line Albersbaeh — Markt- Indersdorf — Glonn. The left 
(1st Army Corps) was to hold the enemy on the line Glonn 
(exclusive) — Ebersbach, and, in the event of the enemy attacking, to 
hold tie northern heights along the Glonn at all costs. 

The 2nd Inf. Div, was engaged on the line Glonn — Weichs to a 
point 1,000 metres towards Ebersbach. 

The l.st Inf. Div., to which the 11th Inf. Bde. was attached, had 
gained touch with the enemy at Jedenhofen and in front of 
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Eberebach with its 2nd Inf. Bde. — the Ist Field Artillery Begt was 
in action on the hill Bouth-west of Aufhausen against one of the 
etiemy'B artillery i^imentB near Jedenhofen. 

From an infantry and artillery point of view the situation was 
favourable. 

The left wing of the 7th Inf. Bde, was deployed at the southern 
edge of Ebersbach, and was engaged with hostile infantry, which 
had advanced east of Jedenhofen as far as the further bank of the 
Glonn, which at this point makes a bend northward. The outskirts 
of Ebersbach had been placed in a state of defence. 

The divisional commander added that it was not hie intention to 
throw all his troops into the fight, but that he was keeping the 
Ist Inf. Bde. at his disposal. Two battalions of the latter brigade 
had just reached Aufhausen. He was also keeping the 7th F.A, Beet 
in hand at Edenpfaffenhofen. The remainder of the let Inf. Bdis. 
was BtiU on the march from Hilgertehauaeu to Eglersreid. 

At this moment (9.30 a.m.) an uoder-officer of the Chevaulegers 
galloped up witb the following message, which was received and read 
by the general staff officer of the division : — 

" 2nd Chevaulegers R^t, Lauterbach. 

East of Kammerberg. 
To 1st Inf. Div. at Aufhausen. 23. XI., 8 a.m. 

" Strong hostile reserves have been identitied at Vierkircben and 
Kettenbach. These troops were marching at 7.30 a,m, towards 
Jedenhofen and Asbach. At 7.30 a.m. five battalions were assembled 
Bonth of Vierkirchen and three battalions south of Rettenbach. 

" I have been attacked by a strong body of hostile cavalry (more 
than one raiment) from the direction of KoUbach, and have been 
pushed back from Piflitz to Lauterbach. If compelled I will fall 
back by Weissliug and Hohenkammer towards the left flank of the 
divi^ioD. 

A., 
" Ck)lonel, Commanding 2Dd 

" Chevaulegers Begt." 

When he had finished reading this message, the general staB 
ofBeer remarked : "We must expect to be attacked at any moment." 
He signed the envelope, handed it back to the under-officer, and told 
him to wait for ordera 

The divisional commander then issued the following orders : — 

1. Verbal order at 9.40 a.m., 23. XL, to the commander of the 
1st F.A. Bde., who was with him. 

" The enemy is expected to attack from the direction Jedenhofen — 
Asbach. I intend to meet him on the line west of Ebersbach — 
Ebershach — Wasenhof (inclusive), and will hold this position in any 
circumstJinces. Hace one Abteilung of the 7th F.A. E^t in 
poaition east of Aufhausen, and support the portion of the division 
(11th Inf. Bde.) in position east of Ebersbach in the defence. One 
Abteilung, 7th F.A. Eegt., will remain at my disposal at Eden- 
pfallenhofen." 

2. To the 2nd Inf. Bde. at Ehersbach, at 9.45 a.m., by telephone 
to the general stafl ofSoer : " The enemy is expected to attack from 
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the i^^rection Jedenhofen — Asbach. The -division will meet this 
attack on the north bank of the Olonn, -which is to be held in any 
circumstanceB. 

" The Sod Inrf. Bde. bolda the Beotion Ebersbach (incluBive) to a- 
point 1,000 metres west of Ebersbach, wliere it connects with the- 
2nd ]nt Div. The 11th Inf. Bde, is formed up at Ziegelberg and 
will deploy east of Ebersbach. The let Abteilung, 7th F,Ä. Regt,- 
will take up a position east of Auf hauaen. lOMef dressing -Station at 
Aufhftwen ; <xxilectici^ stations fcdr ali^tl^ woondad at Edenpfaffen- 
hefen." 

3, Verbal order at 9.50 a.n;. te the oomsaamd^ -of Ü*e llti Int 
Bde.:— 

" You have heard ithat I Hitend ito meet tbe »btack, vt^kh ia 
expected from the diraetion of Jedeatbofen and Ashardi, on this tank 
of the Glonn, and that I lueso ito dwM 'thie poeition to the 
last. 

"The lUh Inf. Bde. will hold the eection Ebersbach (exclusive) 
— Wasenliof (inclusive). The brigade will deploy at once and will 
iprepare it» po^tion for lAefeuGe. Ilie brigai^ will be respoDBibk for 
.^e seciuil? of the le£t flank until ^he 1st Inf. Bde., only twd 
battalions of which have reached Aufbausen, is ready »I my disposal 
at the wood north-«ast of Sollen. 

" I •will order the diviBionai «avalry regiment to coT«r my 
extreme left flank in the neighbourhood of Petershausen. The chief 
dressing station will be at Aufbausen ; collecting station ior slightly 
wounded at Edenpfaffenhofen. 

" Divisional hcadqnarters will be here. 

"Get connection from a point north <rf Wasenhof with 0» 
divisional headquarters signalling station." 

4. The following written wders were "then prepared by the 
general staff «ffieer: — 

a. "To the Ist Inf. Bde. by way of Edenpfaffenhofen,» 23. XL, 
Ifl a.m. 

" The division is !»o3i3ing the north bank of 'Öie CHoim on the lii» 
■west of Ebersbach — Ebersbach — Waserahof (inelufflve), left Sank 
at the latter point (llth Inf. Bde.), '^inst an attack which n 
expected from Jedenhofen and Asbach. This positioR will be held 
to the last. 

" The 1st Inf. Bde. will move by the shortest route to the wood 
north-eaet of Sollern, and will form up in the wood on either «ide of 
the Jetzendorf— Petershausen road, facing Petershausen, where it 
will be at the disposal of the divisional oomniander. The lin« 
Peter^iausen — Groppertshausen — Ober-Marb»eh, will be watched and 
reoounoitred. Connection with the llth Inf. Bde. by way ot 
Ziegelberg. Od reaching its position the brigade will take over the 
protection of tbe left flank. 

" 1st nnd 2ml Bns., Ist Inf. Regt., at Edenpfaflenhofen, will move 
at 10.10 a.m. by Lindach to SoUem, aod join tl»e brigade. The 
divisional cavalry regiment has been ordered to Peter^ausen. 

" Divisional headquarters will be at Aufbausen. 
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"Chief dieasiiig station will be at Aufhauseu, collecting Btatioiia 
for slightly wounded at Edenpfaffenhofen. 

M., 
" Captain, General Staff Officer. 

" Ist Inf. Div." 

h. " lat Inf. Div. Aufliausen, 23. XI., 10.15 a.m. 

" To the let Army Corps, 1 kilometre east of £rlhausen. 
" The divisional cavalry regiment reports the advance of strong 
reaerves from Vierkirchen {_five battalions) and Eettenbach (three 
battalions) on Jedenhofen and Asbach. 

" Expect attack on the line west of Ebershach — Ebersbach — 
Wasenhof, Orders issued for this event. Please send ammunition 
columns and field hospital to EdenpfaSenhofen. 
" Divisional headquarters at Auf hausen. 

A., 
" Lt. -Gen., Commaoding 1st Inf. Div." 

An orderly officer was given both messages, and was ordered to 
go first to the 1st Inf. Bde., and then to Army Coi-ps Headquarters, 
and deliver them. 

5. The following order to the 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. was then 
prepared, and given to the under-officer, who was waiting, to deliver : — 

" 23. XL, 10.15 a.m. 
" To 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt., by way of Fetershausen. 

" 1st Inf. Div., which forms the left flank of the army, expects 
attack on the line west of Ebersbach — Ebersbach — Wasenhofen 
(inclusive; 11th Inf. Bde. here). 

" Ist Inf. Bde. has been ordered to the wood north-west of 
Petershausen, on the line Jetzendorf — Petershausen, to be in 
divisional reserve. 

" 2nd Chevaul^rs Kegt., if pressed, wiU fall back on Peterehausen, 
and cover the left flank of the army. Reconnoitre enemy's right 
flank ; observe in the direction of Unterbruck — Thumsberg — 
Allershausen ; get connection with 1st and 11th Inf. Bdes. 

" Divisional headquarters at Aufhausen," 

6. The commander of the Ist Inf. Eegt,, who was with the two 
battalions at Anfhausen, was directed to come to divisional head- 
quarters, was told the situation, and was ordered to march by 
Lindach to Sollem to join his brigade. He was told to explain the 
situation to his brigadier. 

7. The principal medical officer of the division was ordered to 
take the necessary steps for establishing the chief dressing station. 
The bearer company was ordered to EdenpfaffenhoEen and placed 
under him. He was told that requisitioned vehicles would be halted 
north of Aufhausen, on the side of the road from EdenpCaffenhofen. 
He was to obtain the concurrence of the divisional commander in 
his proposals for the establishment of the chief dressing station at 
Aufhansen, and of the collecting station for slightly wounded at 
Edenpfafl'enhofen. 
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Instructions issued by the Phincipal Medical Officer of the 
Division. 

It will perhaps be interesting to consider briefly the instructions 
issued by the piincipal medical officer of the division for the medical 
services on the battle-field. 

Immediately after the iseue of the divisional orders a mounted 
orderly was sent with the following written order to the bearer 
company at Edenpfadenhofen : — 

" East of Auf hausen, 

23. XL, lO.J.S a.m. 
"To Bearer Company, 1st Inf. Div. 

" Chief dressii^ station will be at Aufhausen ; move there at once. 
Medical officer in chai^ will come to the principal medical officer at 
Aufhausen church. Collecting station for slightly wounded will be 
at Edenpfaffenhofen." 

The principal medical officer then reconnoitred Aufhausen and 
issued the following order at 10.45 a.m. to the officer in command of 
the bearer company, who had ridden on ahead : — 

"The chief drying station will be at the southern end of 
Aufhausen on the Weichs road. The r^imental dressing station of 
the 1st F.A. Regt., which is at Aufhausen, and the dressing station 
of the 2nd Inf. Bde., which has been pushed forward towards 
Ebersbach, will be attached to it. No. 1 hatting place for wagons 
will be pushed forward towards Eberabach. No. 2 halting place for 
wagons of the 11th Inf. Bde. will be at the wood south of Ziegelberg. 
You will be informed of the position of the dressing station of the 
11th Inf. Bde. as soon as possible. 

"The division has the 2nd Inf. Bde. in action at and west of 
Ebersbach, and will extend the left with the 11th Inf. Bde. aa f ar as 
Wasenhof inclusive. The position will be held to the last. The 1st 
F.A. Begt. is just south of Aufhausen, part of the 7th FA. Begt. 
will take up position east of Aufhausen. Twenty requisitioned 
vehicles are parked just north of Aufhausen and are at the disposal 
of the bearer company, as are also the personnel and material of the 
attached dressing stations. The latter must, however, be ready at 
any time to be employed elsewhere. 

"Collecting station for slightly wounded remains where it is. 
Slightly wounded, and severely wounded who can be transported, 
will be evacuated by way of Eglersried and Jetzendorf to the 
stationary hospital at Schroben hausen. Wounded who cannot be 
moved will remain temporarily at Aufhausen, where it is intended 
to establish a field hospital. 

" I am going to divisional headquarters east of Edenpfaffenhofen." 

On his return the principal medical officer informed the units 
concerned of the position of theh- dressing stations, and of the establish- 
ment of the field hospital, sent up by the army corps, at Edenpfaffen- 
hofen. A report of the medical arrangements for the 1st Inf. Div 
was prepared and sent to the principal medical officer of the 1st Army 
Corps on the firat opportunity. 
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Instructions issued bt, and Action of, the HrjiDQuARTrnts, 
llTH Infamtrt Brigade. 

The commander of the 11th Inf. Bde, had received his orders at 
9.45 a,m., and had then galloped off with hi« staff to Zi^elber^. 
While riding back he appreciated the situation, in view of the orders 
he had received and of hie personal reconnaissance of the ground, as 
follows : — 

" The brigade ia to hold its position to the last and is to occupy 
the area Ebershach (exclusive)— Wasenhof. This section is about 
1^00 metres long and can, therefore, be suitably held by the brigade. 
As the br^de is also responsible for the protection of the left äauk, 
the whole oi it must not be employed in holding the front, but troops 
must also be ^dieloned on the äänk, which they will have to recoD- 
noitre and watch. 

" The Glonn valley road from Ebershach to Wasenhof forms a good 
line of defence. This line is sufficiently in advance of the artiUeiy 
position not to interfere with the guns, runs pm-allel to the enemy's 
probable line of attack, and ba« a stretch of absolutely level ground, 
which it will be difficult for the «iwany to cioas, from 700 to 800 
metres in front of it. Besides this, tJie Glonn, which is a coiiNderable 
obstacle even though infantry can cross it at most points, lies witliin 
effective rifle range of the position. The deployment }»«oediiig the 
occupation of Ute position can be carried out in the wood south of 
Ziegelbe!^, though it must be remembered that the southern edge of 
the wood does not correspond with tiie poHtioQ selected. It will be 
■necesstary to be careful at this point to prevent the oocupation of a 
wrong line of defence. For this reason the edge of the wood Itself 
cannot form part of the defensive position. 

" The ditches along the Glonn valley road afford cover which can 
be improved, if the «lemy allows us time, 

" The greatest danger to the position is Asbach. At this point the 
en«ny can approach the position under cover nearer than eleewbere ; 
but even here be will have 800 metres of open ground to cross. If 
the enemy extends further to the east he can only be met by 
emplOTing the troops ^heloned on the flank, 

"Four battalions will be sufficient to bold the position in the first 
instance. It appears best to em^oy the whole of the 13th Inf. liegt, 
and one battalion of the 10th Inf. Eegt. for this. The two remaining 
battalions of the 10th Inf. Eegt. will remain where they axe, sukI will 
protect the left flank. ■ They can be left under the commander of (J»e 
regiment to be disposed according to tequiremente. It will «lao be 
best to keep back the machine gun com^ny of the 10th Inf. B^t. at 
first." 

On reaching Ziegelberg at 10 a.m., the brigadier called up the 
regimental commanders and issued the folk)wing order ; — 

" Ziegelberg, 

" 23. XI., 10.10 a-m. 
" He enemy has deployed infantry along the Glonn on either side 
of Jedenhofen ; his right flank extends to a point opposite Ebeisbach 
He has artillery on the hill south of Jedenhofen. 
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" Strong hostile reserves are on tbe march from Vierkirchen and 
Kettenbach to Jedenhofen and Asbach. 

'■ The division will await the enem/a attack on the line west of 
Ebersbach — Eberabach — Wasenhof. The 2nd Inf. Bde. is at and 
west of Ebersbach. The artillery of the division is on either side of 
Aufhausen. The Ist Inf. Bde. is on the Jetzendorf — Peterehauseu 
road. The diyieional cavalry regiment has been ordered to PeterB- 
hausen. 

"The br^ade forms the left flank. It will hold the section 
Ebershach (exclusive) — Wasenhof (inclusive). It will occupy the 
line of the Eberebacb — Wasenhof road. The 1st Bn., 13th Inf. Eegt., 
will be under the orders of the regimental commander, and the 13th 
Inf. Eegt. will deploy with its right on Ebersbach and its left at the 
junction of the tracks 300' metres south-west of Wasenhof. The 
10th Inf. Kegt. wül extend the left of the 13th Inf. Eegt. with 
one battalion as far as Wasenhof (inclusive). The remainder of the 
regiment will remain here at my disposal. It will be responsible for 
the protection of the left flank and will reconnoitre in that direction. 
It will send a signalling detachment to brigade headquarters at 
Zi^elberg. 

"The position will be strengthened, Wasenhof will form a 
supporting point. 

" Brigade headquarters will be at Ziegelberg. 

" The chief dressing station is at ATifhausen, 

■ The collecting station Tor slightly wounded is at Edenpfaffen- 
hofen." 

This order was taken down by the brigade major {adjtäant) as it 
was given out. The signalling detachment, which arrived at Ziegel- 
. berg five minutes afterwards, endeavoured to get connection from the 
roof of a house wiüi the divisional signalling station. Communica- 
tion was established at 10.25 a.m. 



Orders issued in the 13th Infantry Regiment. 

The commander of the IStfa Inf. Regt., immediately on receipt of 
the brigade order, issued the following order to tlie 2nd and 3rd Bne., 
13th Inf. Bögt :— 

"S.A-A.. carta will be emptied. Medical personnel and material 
will be sent to the regimental medical officer. The regiment will 
advance. The 2nd Bn, will move on the right comer of the small wood 
in front, the 3rd Bn. on the centre of the wood. Advtuice to the 
southern edge of the wood and then halt nnder cover. Battalion 
commanders will come to me at the centre of the southern edge of the 
wood." 

The r^imental commander, as he rode by, directed the commander 
»A tbe 1st Bn. of the 13th Inf. B^. and the commander of the 
machine gun company to come with him. He and his adjutant 
reached the centre of the small wood at 10.20 ».m. The commands 
of the No. 1 Coy., 13lh Inf, Hegt., reported himself there and gave 
the regimental commander, who had meanwhile dismounted, the 
following information : — 

" The village in the valley half-left is Asbach ; the church tower 
behind it belongs to Kollbach, The group of houses straight in fix)nt 
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of us is the eastern portion of Ebersbacti ; the greater part of that 
village is concealed by the spur which runs down to the Glonn west 
of ua. Above and beyond the group of houses you can see a flat- 
topped liUl on the far bank of the river, that is the hill east of 
Jedenhofeu. 

"A short time ^o there were some of our infantry in front of 
Eberebach about 400 metres from the river. A few minutes ago 
they retired, apparently on Ebersbach, as they were being enfiladed 
ivom the hill south of Asbacb, whicli was occupied about a quarter of 
an hour ago by hostile infantry. This infantry is now advancing 
towards the Glenn. Durii^ the last half hour movements of hostile 
bodies have been observed uear Asbach. There is at least one 
battalion in Asbach but it has not crossed the edge of the village. 
The enemy's patrols have been active on this bank of the Glonn. 
Our small patrols have already had to be recalled from the*edge of 
the wood which No. 1 Coy. holds. A strong patrol which M"o. 1 Coy. 
sent to the bridge over the Glonn at Asbach has had to retire. I no 
longer hold the bridge. 

"A number of infantry columns have been observed on the bill 
south-east of Asbach ; they were all moving towards the valley just 
south-west of hill 496 (west of EoUbach). There must be about two 
battalions assembled there. A party of horsemen was visible for a 
short time on hill 496, but it soon disappeared." 

The battalion commanders bad in the meantime come up. The 
commander of the 13th Inf. Reff,, then issued the following order: — 
" Small wood south of Ziegelbere. 

23. XI., 10.40 a.m. 

" The hiUs which you see in front of us and the village of Asbach 
in the valley half-left are occupied by the enemy. East of Asbach 
the enemy has a number of battalions in close order, 

" The division is awaiting the enemy's attack on this bank of the 
Glonn. The artillery is in position on either side of Aufhauseo, the 
2nd Inf. Bde. is on our right at and went of Ebersbach. The section 
Eberebach (exclusive) to Wasenhof (inclusive) — Wasenhof is the small 
group of housee on the left Ibelow us — is allotted to the 11th Inf. 
Bda The 10th Inf. E(gt. is on the left of the 13th Inf. Regb. 

" The 2nd and 3rd Ens. will deploy in the wood under cover, the 
2Qd Bn. on the right of the track where we are standing, the 3rd Bn. 
on the left. Both battalions will advance simultaneously, on my 
s^oal, from the wood to the Eberabaeh — Wasenhof road, which they 
will hold ; the right of the 2nd Bn. will be directed on Ebersbach, 
the left of the 3rd Bn. on the sign post* below us. The track on 
which we are standii^ will be the dividing line between battalions. 
The position will be strengthened. Telephonic communication with 
the front line will be established from the edge of the wood. Bat- 
talion commanders will report their positions and the position of 
their telephone stations. When the firing lines of the 2nd and 3rd 
BnB. have left the wood Nos. 3 and 4 Companies of the 1st Bn. will 
close and will be at my disposal 

" Observation posts will remain in position. 

" The S.AA. carts will be left full 

* At the junction of the roads 300 metres south-west of Wasenhof. 
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"The machine gun company will move to the corner of the wood 
which juts out towards Asbach and support the 3rd Bn. in the 
defence. It will bring fire to bear on the ground between Asbacb 
(inclusive) and the railway bridge north-east of that place. Empty 
S.A.A. carts of the 2nd and 3rd Bus, will move to Ziegelberg. 

" A cyclist ofiBcer of the 3rd Bn. will be aent with them. The 
dressing station "for the whole regiment will be io the centre of the 
northern edge of this wood. I remain here." 

The regimental commander then directed the regimental medical 
officer to establish a dressing station at the place ordered, and sent 
the i"egimental adjutant to brigade headquarters to report the informa- 
tion obtained by the commander of No. 1 Coy., 13th Inf. Eegt., and to 
find out at the same time the shortest way to brigade head- 
quarters. 

There was no difficulty about establishii^ telephonic communi- 
cation with brigade headquarters, as the way there was completely 
under cover and the line could be laid rapidly. 

The following verbal order was issued at 10.50 a.m. by the 
commander of the 2nd Bn., 13th Inf. Kegt., to the company 
commanders, who had been called up : — 

"The enemy has occupied the southern bank of the Glonn 
opposite Ebersbach (partially visible to the right below us) and at 
Asbach, the village on the left below in the Glonn valley. Hostile 
artillery is in position on the hill south of Jedenhofen (the position 
of this place was pointed out). 

" The division will await the enemy's attack on the north bank of 
the Glonn. The artillery is in position on either side of Aufhausen. 
The 2nd Inf. Bde. is at and west of Ebersbach. The llth Inf. Bde. 
has been allotted the section on the left as far as Wasenhof. The ■ 
13th Inf. Eegt. is on the right of the 10th Inf. Eegt 

" The 13th Inf. Eegt. will deploy two battalions, the 2nd Bn. on 
the right, the 3rd Bn. on the left of the track on which the regimental 
commander is standing. The 1st Bu. remains in the wood at the 
disposal of the regimental commander. 

"Nob. 5, 6, and 7 Coys, will each occupy 150 metres of front. 
No. 5 Coy. on the right. No. 7 Coy, on the left. Companies will 
deploy their tiring lines in the wood, and will advance, on my signal, 
to the Ebersbach — Wasenhof road, with the right on the spur on our 
right, and the left on the track which leads down to the valley. 

" Companies will halt and establish themselves on that line as 
follows : — No. 5 Coy. from Ebersbach (exclusive) as far as the 
prominent round tree, 150 metres left of that place. No. 6 Coy. 
will extend the left as far as that dark heap of earth close to the 
road. No. 7 Coy; will extend the lett as far as the junction of the 
field track with the road. No. 8 Coy. will remain at my disposal in 
the wood. The dressing station will be at the northern edge of this 
wood. I shall be with No. 8 Coy. The telephone detachment will 
establish a station at the edge of the wood and lay out a line to 
No. 6 Coy." 

Similar orders were issued to the 3rd Bn., 13th Inf. Eegt. When, 
shortly after 11 a.m., the commander of the 13th Inf. Eegt. was 
informed by his battalion commanders that the battalions were 
deployed on the edge of the wood, he gave the signal for the advance, 
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which was carried out simultaneously. Tbo battalioua were, in 
coQBequenoe of the angle made by the edge of the wood with the 
position to be occupied, Echeloned from the right 



Instructions issued by, and Action op, thk Riqimkntal Medical 
Officeu, 13th Ikpasthy Rkoimkht.' 

Meanwhile, the orders for establishiDg the dressing station were 
issued. The medical personnel and material were assembled by the 
senior medical officer of the battahon at 10.15 a.m., and moved to the 
north edge of the wood, halting behind the centre. They were then 
formed into iwo requisitioning parties, consisting of stretcher bearers 
who were not required and the horse holders of the medical officers, 
and into two stretcher bearer parties, each of two stretchers, for each 
battalion. 

The ambulances and requisitioned vehicles were drawn up in 
line ; the horses of the medical oQicers were with the ambulances of 
their battalions. One mounted medical officer kept communication 
. with the regimental medical officer, who was at regimental head- 
quarters. At 10.45 a.m. the regimental medical officer had been 
ordered to establish the dressing station for the whole regiment 
behind the centre of the northern edge of the wood, at the same time 
he received permission to employ the band of the regiment at the 
dressing station. He thereupon rode back and iBSued the following 
verbal order to the medical personnel : — 

a. " Medical officer A. please oome here ! 

" Requisitionii^ parties will be drawn up on the right ; parties 
for duty on the ^ttle-field on the left, five paces interval between 
parties." 

b. To the bandmaster, who was with the 1st Bn., 13th Inf. Begt., 
close by : — 

" In accordance with tlie orders of the regimental commander, the 
band will be under my orders for duty at the dressing station. Join 
the medical personnel, place the instruments on the ground and 
detail twelve men as assistant stretcher bearers. They should put 
on h-assards." 

c. To the whole of the medical personnel : — 

" The regiment is engaged in front of this wood, 2nd Bu. on the 
right, 3rd Bn. on the left of this track, which leads down to the 
Glonn valley. Senior medical officer A., with two medical under- 
officers, two medical orderlies with medical panniers, and the 
stretcher bearers of the 2nd En., will take over duties on the battle- 
field south of the track leading to-the Glonn valley. 

" Senior medical officer B., with two medical under-offlcers, two 
medical orderlies with panniers ami the stretcher bearers of the 3rd 
Bn., will take over the duties on the battle-field north of the track 
leading to the Glonn valley. 

" The dressing station will be here. The receiving section will be 
on this track. The dressing section will be in the forester's hut on 
the left in the wood. Tlie collecting station for the slightly wounded 
will be by that haystack. Unload field equipment, take over the 
articles required and move off. 
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" No. 1 requisitioning party, under the No. 1 medical under-officer 
of the receiving Bectioo, will woik in the area Ziegelbeig and Solleru 
Tables, buckets, spoons, glasses, clean handkerchiefs and blanket« are 
required. These will be handed over to the dressing section. When 
this is done, four stretcher bearers will be sent to the receiving 
aeotion, and two to the dressing Bection. 

" No. 2 requisitioning party, under No. 2 medical nnder-offic«', 
will obtain straw or hay, Üiirty trusses are required for the receiving 
section and twenty for the dressing station. As many Tehiclea as 
possible will be requisitioned. The party should obtain a number of 
lanterns. 

"Five bandsmen, with one of the requisitioned vehicles, will 
fetch water. 

" The requisitioning parties will move off. 

" No. 3 medical under-officer will superintend the issue from the 
wagons, which will begin with the w^ons of the 2nd Bn. 

" No. 4 medical under-officer, with €ve bandsmen, will arrange 
the i-eceiving section. Three rows of hay or straw beds will be made, 
each row 20 metres long by 4 metres wide. Screens of straw or 
leaves will be erected. Mo- 2 requisitioning party will provide the 
straw or hay. When this is done the undeiwifiicer will draw one 
botUe of wine as a restorative end a glass from the infantry 
ambulances. Wine will not be issued without my orders. He will 
then take over the panniers and see that they are properly filled. I 
will superintend the receiving section myself. 

" Medical ofQcer C, with five medical under-officers, will arrange 
the dressing section. A. latrine will be marked out. When No. 1 
requisitioning party has obtained what is required, two stretcher 
bearers and two bandsmen will be at the disposal of tbe dressing 
section. 

" Senior medical officer D. will take over the collecting station 
for slightly wounded. He will have No. 3 medical under-officer and 
two bandsmen from No. 2 requisitioning party. Slightly wounded 
will be sent to Edenpfalfenhofen, the collecting station of the 
division. Those who are fit for duty will be sent to the 1st Bn., 
and afterwards will be sent back to the firing line. The men will be 
sent off in parties of twenty, under chaise of slightly wounded under- 
officera. Ammunition will be handed over to those who are fit for 
duty. No. 5 medical under-officer will hand over the ammunition of 
the severely wounded and dead to senior medical officer D. One 
charger of ammunition will be left with those who are not fit for 
duty. Medical officer K, with No. 6 medical under-officer aud three 
bandsmen of No. 2 requisitioning party, will supervise the transport 
of tbe severely wounded to the chief dressing station at Aufhausen. 
Four of the requisitioned vehicles, on which hay or straw should be 
spread, are at his disposal. 

" The remainder of the medical personnel and the bandsmen will 
remain behind the ambulances and be at my disposal. The band- 
master will see that the Geneva cross and the national flag are 
hoisted in the open. He will get the fiags from No. 3 medical 
under-officer. He will leave a man at the fiagstafif to direct wounded 
to the receiving section." 
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iHSTEücnONS Issued in, and Action of, the 10th Infamtrt 
Regiment. 

We will now examine briefly the instructions issued in the 10th 
Inf. Eegt., the Ist Bn. of which had been ordered to extend the left 
of the ISth Inf. Regt, as far as Waeenhof (inclusive). 

The hattalion commander first ordered the S.A.A. carte to be 
emptied, and sent for the company commanders. The medical 
peTBonnel and material were placed at the disposal of the battalion 
medical officer, who was told to establish a dressing station at 
Ziegelberg. He was informed at the same time of the position of 
the chief dressing station and of the divisional collecting station for 
slightly wounded. 

The company commanders were then given the following verbal 
order at 10.20 a.m. : — 

" Hostile reserves are advancing on Jedenhofen and Asbach, the 
village in the valley which can be seen to the south. 

" The nth Inf. Bde. forms the left flank of the division and holds 
the near bank of the Gionn from Ebersbach to Wasenhof (inclusive). 

"The 13th Inf. £egt. is deploying on our right through this small 
wood. The 2nd and 3rd Bna., 10th Inf. Kegt., remain at the disposal 
of the brigadier. 

" The 1st Bn„ 10th Inf. Eegt., forms the extreme left flank of the 
position at Wasenhof, and will hold the ground to the west as far as 
the sign-post which can be seen at the junction of the roads on the 
right It connects there with the 13th Inf. Kegt. 

" No. 1 Coy. will hold the section from the sign-post to a point, 
100 metres towards Wasenhof, where that low bush is. It will 
advance to the Ehcrsbach — Wasenhof road and establish itself there. 
No. 2 Coy. will extend the left as far as Wasenhof, which will be 
prepared for an obstinate defence. Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, will form the 
reserve at Zi^elberg. A signallii^ station at Ziegelberg will 
communicate with the signallers of No. 2 Coy. at Wasenhof. The 
dressing station of the battalion will be. at Ziegelbei^. Empty 
S.ÄA. carts will be sent to that place. I shall he at Ziegelherg. 
Telephone detachment will lay out a line to No. 1 Coy." 

No. 1 Company. 

Orders of the commander of No. 1 Coy. 10th Inf. Eegt. on receipt 
of the battalion order. 

a. " Ammunition will be issued by sections, empty S. A.A. carts and 
led horses will be sent to Ziegelbei^." 

b. " Stretcher bearers will report to the battalion medical officer." 

c. Verbal order issued to the whole company : — 

" The enemy has occupied the hills on the far bank of the Glonn. 
The brigade holds this hank of the Glonn. The section of the position 
from the sign-post in the valley on the right as far aa Wasenhof, that 
small group of houses on the left, is allotted to the 1st Bn., 10th Inf. 
B^t. The 13th Inf. Kegt, is on our right. Our No, 2 Coy. is on the 
left at Wasenhof, The dressing station is at Ziegelberg. Nos. 1 and 
2 Sections will extend, No. 2 Section on the left, and will move on 
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the clunjp of bushes 100 metres left of the s^n-post. The sectiODS 
will advance as far as the Ebersbach — Wasenhof road, and will 
establish themBelves there. I shall be with the firing line. No. 3 
Section will form the support at the lai^e haystack on the right front. 
It will establish connecting files with the firing line. It will keep 
a look out for signals from brigade headijuarters and from the 
battalion commander at Ziegelberg." 

When these orders were issued, the company commander handed 
over his horse and followed the advancing firing line. 

No. 2 CtoMPANY. 

Orders issued in the No. 2 Coy., 10th Inf. Eegt. 

a. " Ammunition will be issued by sections. S.A.A. carts and led 
lioTses will remain at Ziegelberg till ftirther orders." 

b. " Stretcher bearers will report to the battalion medical officer." 

c. Verbal order iasited to the company on receipt of the battalion 
order : — 

" The enemy has occupied the bills on the far bank of the Glonn.. 
The brigade holds the heights on the near bank. The 13th Int. Regt, 
and our No. 1 Coy. are on our right. We form the left flank of the 
firing line, and have to hold Wasenhof, the group of houses in front 
of us, and also a front of 100 metres to the right of that place on the 
Wasenhof— Eberabach road, where we connect with our No. 1 Coy. 
The 2nd and 3i-d Bns., 10th Inf. Kegt., are to remain here. The 
dressing station ia at Ziegelherg. No. 1 Section will extend on both 
sides of this track and advance to the southern edge of Wasenhof, 
which it will prepare for an obstinate defence. No. 2 Section will 
extend behind No. 1 Section, and will advance with its left to 
Wasenhof, and will hold the line from Wasenhof as far as the left of 
our No. 1 Coy. It will establish itself in that position. No. 3 
Section will form the support behind the house with the red roof. 
The signallers will establish a station at the northern edge of 
Wasenhof and get communication with the brigade signalKng station 
at Ziegelberg. I shall follow No. 1 Section to Wasenhof." 

The company commander then dismounted and followed No. 1 
Section, which was already extended, to Wasenhof. There he per- 
sonally superintended the preparation of the houses for defence. 



Instructions issdkd in, and action of, the 11th Infantry 
Bkigade. 

About 10.45 a.ni., as the firing lines of the 1st Bn., 10th Infantry 
Kegt, crossed the Ziegelbei^ ridge and began to descend to Wasenhof, 
they came under a fairly heavy fire from Asbach ; this fire, however, 
was not particularly effective, as the range was very long, A few 
men were wounded. No. 1 Coy,, 10th Tnf. Eegt., had one man killed, 
shot through the chest. The allotted position was reached without 
further difficulty, the last 100 metres being covered at the double. 
No. 1 Coy. and one section of No. 2 Coy. occupied the ditch of tha 
Ehersbach— Wasenhof road. No. 2 Coy. held Wasenhof. The 
position along the road was strengthened by deepening the ditch. 
(B 760) 
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the men di^Dg lying down and shooting in turn. The buildings of 
Wasenhof were placed in 8 state of defence. 

At 11 am., as the firing lines of the 2nd and Srd Bns., 13th Inf. 
£egt, left the southern edge ot the small wood, they came under 
fire from Asbach and from the ground west of that village. The 
firing lines, however, reached their position without sutTeriug any 
considerable loss. The position could only be strengthened at 
certain points, and that gradually, as immediately it was occupied it 
became necessary to keep up a steady fire. 

It appeared that the enemy had strong firing lines moving from 
the hilly ground south of Asbach towards the Glonn, and that his 
infantry had occupied the bushes along the bank of the river. 
Their fire was chiefly directed against the left flank of the 2nd Inf. 
Bde., and s^nst the 2nd Bn., 13th Inf. Begt. The troops holding 
Asbach were ei^aged in a well-sustained fire fight with the 3rd En., 
13th Inf. Bogt., and the 1st Bn., 10th Inf. Begt. No. 2 Coy., 
10th Inf. Begt., at Wasenhof did not come under any heavy fire 
after it had occupied that place. 

The brigadier could only see, from his position at Ziegelberg, 
that part of the field in which the 10th Inf. Regt, and the left flank 
of the 13th Inf. Begt. (3rd Bn.) were engaged ; the remaining portion 
was concealed by the small wood south of Ziegelbere. 

The noise of battle increased every quarter of an hour, and at 
11.45 a.m. there appeared to be a heavy fight opposite Ebersbach, 
that is to say, in front of the centre of the division. 

The 1st Abteilung, 7th F.A. E^t., east of Aufhausen, kept up 
a hot fire on Asbach and on the infantry west of that place ; its fire 
seemed to be well directed and to be effective. 

The following information was available up to 11.45 a.m., partly 
from verbal reports and partly from signed messages sent in by the 
portions of the brigade eng^ed: — 

The 2nd Rn., 13th Inf. Begt., had 3 companies in the firing line 
and 1 company in reserve at the southern edge of the small wood. 
The 3rd Bn., 13th Inf. Eegt,, had all its 4 companies engaged from 
the first, and had only a few sections held back as supports at the 
edge of the wood. No part of the battalion held in reserve by the 
commander of the 13th Inf. Kegt. had yet been engaged. 

The machine gun company had taken up a covered position in 
the comer of the wood jutting out towards Asbach, and was actively 
engaged. The rattle of its guns was specially noticeable whenever 
the enemy's firing line moved forward. 

The enemy's firing lines opposite the 13th Inf. Eegt. had, at 
11.45 a-m., got to within 600 metres of the position. At this point 
the fire fight appeared to become stationary. It was also at a stand 
opposite the 10th Inf. Eegt, which had only 2 companies, Nos. 1 
and 2, deployed. The enemy's troops holding the northern edge of 
Asbach had not advanced beyond the villt^e. 

The company in Wasenhof, which was favourably placed for 
observation, reported by si^al that the enemy's infantry on hill 
496, between Asbach and Kollbach, was entrenching, that hostile 
cavalry were assembled at Höckhof, and that the enemy was sig- 
nalling towards the west from Kollbach church. 

The infantry section holding Petershauaen bridge reported that 
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the 2nd Chevaulegers Regt, had come in from Glonbercha at 11 a.m., 
had crossed the Gionn at Petershausen, and had taken up a position 
at Petershausen station. The sectiou had also met hostile cavalry 
(apparently a brigade) at Höokhof. This cavalry had attempted to 
cross Petershausen bridge, hut had been driven back by the fire of 
the infantry. 

An officer of the 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt arrived at brigade head- 
quarters at 11.45 a.m. He had come from divisional headquarters, 
and reported that news had come in there that the right flank of 
the army was victorious, and that the divisional commander had said 
that he was only awaiting the arrival of the 1st Inf. Bde. to attack 
with his whole division. The cavalry officer said that he had left 
the 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. at Petershausen station J hour ago, and 
was riding back there. 

The brigade major (adjutant) explained the situation and the 
dispositions of the 11th Inf. Bde. to the officer, and requested that 
important information should be repeated to the 11th Inf. Bde. He 
pointed out to him the signalling station of the brigade at Ziegelbei^, 
which might he of use as a transmitting station to divisional 
headquarters. 

At 11.50 a.m. the following signalling messf^e from the division 
arrived ; — 

"23. XI., 11.47 a.m. 
" Right wing of army victorious. Whole will attack, 
2nd Inf. Bde. on bend in road 1,000 metres south of Asbach. 
11th Inf. Bde. east and west of Asbach, 
1st Inf. Bde. through Petershausen on hill 496, west of KoUbach 

and KoUbach. 
1st Inf. Bde. begins attack. 
Through 11th Inf. Bde. to Ist Inf. Bde. — Acknowledge. 

1st Inf. Div." 
The brigadier sent his brigade major {adjutant) with this order 
to the lat Inf. Bde., and directed him to explain the situation to 
that brigade. He then di<5tated the following order to the adjutants 
of the 10th and 13th Inf.,RegtB., who had been called up: — 

"23. XI. 
" (time not yet inserted.) 

" 1, The right flank of the army is victorions. The whole army 
will attack. 

" 2. The 1st Inf. Division, on the left flank, will seize the heights 
on the far bank of the Glonn ; the 2nd Inf. Bde. on the right is 
advancing on Jedenhofeu — bend in the road 1,000 metres south of 
Asbach ; 1st Inf. Bde. on the left will advance through Petershausen 
on hill 496, west of KoUbach (inclusive) — KoUbach. 

"3. The 11th Inf. Bde. in the centre will seize Asbach and the 
hüls east of that place. 

"4. The 10th Inf. Eegt. wiU deploy with its left flank on both 
sides of the railway embankment, right flank (1st Bn.) on Asbach 
bridge. Objective north and east front of Asbach, and hill 
200 metres east of that place. It will get connection with 13th Inf. 
Kegt. and with the 1st Inf. Bde. Two companies will be at my disposal 
at the raUway crossing south-west of Petershausen. 

(B 760) 2 
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"5. The ISth Int. Eegt. will support the attack of the 10th Inf. 
K^t., the left of which it will extend at the proper moment. Its 
left will move due south on Aabach ; its right will counect with the 
2iid Inf, Bde. 

" 6. Empty S.A.A. carte to Zi^elbei^. Brigade headquarters at 
that place. 

X., 
Major-General, commanding Brigade." 

This order was not issued at once. The advance of the 1st Inf. 
Bde., which was to give the time for the attack, was awaited. 

At 12.15 pjn. a field officer of the field artillery galloped up to 
Ziegelberg hill and reported that he had beeu directed to support 
aud accompany the attack of the 11th Inf. Bde. with the 2nd 
Abteilung, 7th F.A. Eegt. He stated that his Abteilung was following 
him from Edenpfaffenhofen. 

The brigadier rapidly explained the situation to him, and directed 
him to bring fire from Ziegelberg upon Asbach aud any tai^eta east 
of that place. He told him that the 11th Inf. Bde. would make its 
main attack with its left, where the 10th Inf. Begt. would attack 
the Qorth-east part of Asbach. 

The following was theu added to the written order : — 

"The 2nd Abteilunif, 7th F.A. Regt., will be in position at 
Ziegelberg and support the attack of the 11th Inf. Ede. Tai^t 
Asbach," 

Meanwhile, the brigade major (adjutant) returned and reported 
that he had met the lat Inf. Bde. at the exit of the wood on the 
Jetzendorf — Petershausen road, 1,200 metres north-west of Peters- 
hauBcn. He said that the brigade would paas through Fetershausen 
in aboilt half an hour. The brigade major theu made himself 
acquainted with the instructions issued by his commander during 



Instructioxs issued m, and action of, the 1st Ihfanthy 
Bbigade. 

We will now turn to the Ist Inf. Bde. (Body Guard Inf. Eegt,— 
1st Inf. Kegt.). The orderly officer sent from divisional headquarters. 
at 10 a.m, had met the brigadier at the head of the 4 battalions of 
his brigade in Stachussried, just as the latter was about to ride 
forward in order to get touch with the divisional commander at 
Aufhausen. In consequence of the order : — " to form up the brigade 
in the wood 1 kilometre north-east of Sollern, on both sides of the 
Jetzendorf — Peters hausen road, and be at the disposal of the 
divisional commander," he had directed his march at once on Thann. 
At 12 noon, when the brigade major (adjutant) of the 11th Inf. Bde. 
reached the 1st Inf. Bde., the whole of the latter brigade was 
assembled at the place ordered, the 2 battalions of the 1st Inf, Eegt. 
havii^ marched in from Aufhausen by way of Kreithof, 

The Body Guard Inf. Eegt, was north, and the 1st Inf, E^. 
south, of the Jetzendorf — Peterahausen road. The brigade was 
drawn up as follows : — Each regiment had 2 battalions, at 100 metres 
interval, with the head at the edge of the wood, aud 1 battalion 
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^heloned to the flank, at 200 metres interval and distance. The 
machine gun companies of both regiments were in column o! route, 
that of the 1st Inf. Eegt. leading, on the Jetzeadorf — Petershauaen 
road, about 1,500 metres from the south-east edge o£ the wood. The 
battalions were drawn up in column of squads. The brigadier was 
on the road between the regiments, the regimental commanders being 
with him, and was engaged in issuing orders for observation and 
protection. 

S.A.A. carts, telephone detachments, and led horses were with 
their battahons. The field kitchens were behind the machine gun 
companies under a supply officer, and had been told to halt on the 
road inside the wood until further orders. 

The br^ade major (adjutant) of the 11th Inf. Bde, arrived 
shortly after midday with the divisional order given above. A few 
minutes afterwards an orderly officer sent direct from divisional 
headquarters brought a second copy. 

The brigadier thereupon issued the following verbal order to his 
r^imental commanders, who were vrith him, at 12,30 p.m.: — 

" The enemy is holding the far bank of the Glonn ; his right is 
at present at Asbach. He is entrenching between Asbach and 
KoUbach, A strong force of hostile cavalry is south of Petershausen, 
The 1st Inf. Div, is holding the near bank of the Glonn from Peters- 
hausen to Wasenhof. The 11th Inf. Bde., which is nearest to us, 
has its left at Wasenhof, The 2nd Chevaulegers E^t. is at Peters- 
hausen station. One section of tlie 11th Inf, Bde. is holding Peters- 
liausen bridge. 

" The right fiank of the army is victorious ; the wliole army will 
attack. 

" The 2nd Inf. Bde. is moving on Jedenhofen and east of that 
place, the 11th Inf, Bde. on Asbach, 

"The 1st Inf. Bde. will seize hill 496, west of KoUbach, and 
Kollhach, 

" The brigade will deploy on either side of the road to Petershausen, 
The 1st Inf. Regt, wül be on the right ; the Body Guard Inf. Eegt 
will have one battalion on the left connecting with the 1st Inf. Eegt. 
The brigade will move through Petershausen and attack the line 
indicated. The 1st Inf, Eegt. will have its left on the line Peters- 
hausen — KoUbach road — hUl 496, and will take up 800 metres of 
front. The battalion of the Body Guard Inf. Eegt, wUl move on 
KoUbach church tower, frontage 300 metres. 

"The remainder of the Body Guard Inf. E^t, will take up a 
covered position at Petershausen station, and be at my disposal. 

" The medical personnel and material will be at the disposal of the 
regimental medical officer of the 1st Inf, Eegt., who will control the 
medical services of the brigade. Dressing station at Petershausen ; 
chief dressing station at Aufhausen ; coUecting station for slightly 
wounded at Edenpfaffenhofen. 

" Empty S. A.A. carts to Sollern under a cyclist officer of the Body 

Guard Inf. Kegt. Field kitchens remain in the wood north-west of 

Petershausen. Brigade orders will he issued as to brii^ing them up. 

"Brigade headquarters will he at Petershausen station. Eegi- 

ments wül arrange signalling communication with that place." 
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1st Infahtsy Begimint. 

The commander of the 1st Inf. ßegt. issued the following orders, 
at 12.45 p.m., to bis battalion commanders and the regimental 
medical officer, who bad been sent for at once : — 

" 1. The medical personnel and material will be at the disposal of 
the regimental medical officer, who will superintend the medical 
services of the brigade. The brigade will deploy for attack against 
hill 496, west of Kollbaob, and Kollbach. Dressing station at 
FetershauBen ; chief dressing station at Auf hausen ; collecting 
station for slightly wounded at Edenpfaßenhofeui 

" 2. The 1st Bn, will advance on Petershausen with its left on the 
road ; the 2nd En. will be on the right of the Ist Bn., at 400 metres 
interval. Peterabausen is the large village in front of ns ; the regi- 
ment will move through it as far as the southern edge, but will not 
advance beyond it. 

" Patrols will be sent ahead to hill 496, west of Kollbach. 

"The 3rd Bn,will follow behind the centre, at 500 metres distance, 
as far as the north edge of Fetershausen. 

" The machine gun company will be in rear on the road. The Body 
Gruard Inf. Regt is moving east of the road. 

" Battalion commanders and the commander of the machine guu 
company will come to me, as soon as possible, to the mill at the 
southern edge of Fetershausen." 

3. Verbal order issued to the battalion commanders and the 
commander of the macliine gun compauy at the mill at 1 p.m. 

" The right flank of the army is victorious, the whole army will 
attack. The Hth Inf. Bde., immediately on our right, is advancing 
on Asbach, the village which can be seen on the right flank in front 
of the railway embankment. 

"The fiat hill straight in front of us is the bill 496, west of 
Kollbach. The church tower visible t« its left belongs to KoUbach. 

" This hill, which is entrenched, is the objective of the regiment 

'* The 2nd Bn. will deploy on the edge of the village on the right, 
the lat Bn. on the left Battalions will, on my signal, advauce 
simultaneously to the attack. Froutage of each battalion 400 metres. 

" The left flank of the Ist Bn. will move on the Fetershausen — 
Kollbach road, it will connect with the Body Guard Inf. Begt. which 
is advaucii^ on the far side of the road. The 3rd Bn. and the 
machine gun company will remain at the northern edge of Feters- 
hausen at my disposal. The battalion will observe towards 
Zi^elbeig and Asbach, and keep in touch with the front line. The 
telephone detachment of the 3rd Bn. will be sent to me at the 
mill. 

" Hegimental headquarters will be at the mill." 

Body Guabd Infantry Begihsnt. 

Meanwhile, the following orders had been issued verbally in the 
Body Guard Inf. E*^t. at 12.45 p.m., shortly after receipt of the 
hri^e order, to the commander of the Ist En. : — 

" The right flank of the army is victorious, the army will 
attack. 
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"The let Inf. Bdo. forms the left flank of the 1st Inf. Div., and 
TTÜI attack through Petershauseu and Kollbach on hill 496, west of 
EoUbach. The lat Inf. Kegt will deploy south of thia road, the 
Ist Bn., Body Guard Inf. Eegt, north of the road. This batUilion 
will connect with the Ist Inf. Regt 

" The battalion will advance through Petershausen, with its right 
on the Petershauaen — Kollbach road and it« centre on KoUbacb 
church, and will attack. Frontage 300 metres. 

" The remainder of the regiment is in brigade reserve at Petera- 
hausen station. 

" A detachment of the 11th Inf. Bde. ia at Petershauaen bridge. 
The 2nd Chevaul^ers Eegt. ia at Petershausen station. Empty S. A.A. 
carts to SoUera. Medical personnel and material will be sent to 
the regimental medical officer, let Inf. Eegt. Dressing station for the 
whole brigade is at Petershausen." 

The commander of the Ist Bn., Body Guard Inf. E^., then gave 
the following instructions to his adjutant : — 

" Have the ammunition issued from the S.A,A. carts. Then send 
the carts to SoUern. Send the medical persoime! and material to the 
medical officer of the Ist Inf. Eegt., which is on our right. 

" Then have the battalion drawn up north of this road, and direct it 
on the further edge of Peterahauaen. 

" No. 1 Coy. will be on the road level with the Ist Inf. Eegt. with 
which it will connect ; No. 2 Coy. on the left at 200 metres interval 
both companies in front line. 

" Nos. 3 and 4 Coya. will be in second line, ^heloned to the left at 
200 metres distance and intervaL 

" The telephone detachment wilt follow No. 3 Coy. Patrols will 
be sent through Petershauaen to Kollbach. 

" Company commanders will come with me to Petershauaen." 

The battalion commander reached tlie outskirts of Petershausen, at 
the point where the road to Kollbach leaves the village, shortly before 
1 p.m. with bis company commanders. The party first examined the 
ground. There was a fairly extended view along the Glonn valley to 
the north-eaat. It was possible to recognize Goppertshausen on the 
north bank and Glonbercha on the south bank. The outlook to the 
south waa less extensive. It is true that the valley itsfilf, aa far as 
the point where the hills on the south bank begin, was open to 
view, but the upper part of the hills themselves was not visible. The 
prolongation of the Petershauaen road eastwards could be followed 
along a flat valley, behind which the church tower of Kollbach was 
visible. A small group of houses (Höckhof) could be seen west of 
the road, at the point where the valley mentioned above bends 
down towards the Glonn. Above Höckhof a fiat-topped hill, hill 498, 
could be seen. 

At first nothing was to be seen of the enemy, but an observation 
post ot the section of the Uth Inf. Bde., part of which had been 
ptxshed forward to the bridge, while the remainder was in a covered 
position OD the edge of the village, reported that strong bodies of 
hostile cavalry had been a short time before at Höckhof; that the 
enemy had been busily entrenching for the last hour on the hills west 
of Kollbach ; and that during the same period a number of infantry 
patrols had been moving towards Petershauaen. 
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The section commander reported that he was only waiting for the 
Ist Inf. Bde. to advance from Petershausen, to rejoin his br^ade. 

The battalion commander then turned to his company commanderB 
and issued the following orders at 1.10 p.m. ; — 

" The right flank of the army is victorious. The whole army will 
attack. The 1st Inf. Div. forms the left flank. The 1st Inf. E^. is 
advancing on our right against the flat-topped hill with the small 
bush in front of it. The 2nd and 3rd Bns., Body Guard Inf. Eegt., are 
in brigade reserve at Petershausen station. The 1st Bn., Body Guard 
Inf. Eegt., will seize Kollbach, the church tower of which is visible in 
prolongation of the line of this road. The church tower is the 
objective of the centre of the battalion in the advance. No. 1 Coy. 
will move with its right on the road. No. 2 Coy. will be on the left, 
both companies in first line, the frontage of each company being 
lOO metres. Strong patrols will be sent in advance. 

" Noa. 3 and 4 Coys, with a telephone detachment will follow under 
my orders in Echelon from the left, and will advance through the 
pkiotation in front of us. 

" No. 3 Coy. will send an officer's patrol towards Weisaling, and 
will have a strong flank patroL The dressing station is at 
Peterahausen." 

The commander of the Body Gixard Inf. Eegt. issued the following 
order at the same time to his 2nd and 3rd Bns, which were approach- 
ing Petershausen station : — 

"The 2nd Bn. will halt with its head opposite the station 
buildii^. The 3rd Bn. will form up on the left at 100 metres 
interval. Columns will be closed up to 200 metres. The machine 
gun company will halt under cover between the railway crossing west 
of the station and the railway buildii^s. Battalion and company 
commanders will then come to the station. The 2nd Bn, will also 
send a signalling party there." 

The situation was then explained to the battalion and company 
commanders. The 2nd Bn. was directed to watch and reconnoitre 
the line Hockhof — Glonbercha, the 3rd Bn. to do the same on the line 
Glonbercha — Mitt«r- Mar bach. The regimental adjutant placed a 
signalling station on the roof of the station building to get connection 
with the signallers of the 11th Inf. Bde, at Ziegelberg. He watched 
with his glasses the ground on which the brigade was deploying for 
the attack. 

Orders issued ih the 10th Infantry Kegiment, 

We will now return to the 11th Inf. Bde. The br^adier had 
seen the Ist Inf. Bde. moving down towards Petershausen between 
12.45 and 1 p.m. He then issued the written order given above to 
his regiments so that they should receive it at 1 p.m. The orders 
issued in consequence by the 10th Inf. E^t,, which had one battalion 
at Wasenhof, and the remainder of the regiment assembled east of 
Ziegelberg, were as follows : — 

Verbal order issued at I.IO p.m. to the commanders of 2nd and 
SrdBns., 10thInf.E««t 

" The right flank of the army is victorious. The whole army will 
attack, the 1st Inf. Div. forming the left flank. 
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" The enemy has occupied Ashaeh in strength, and has r 
of Asbach. 

" The 13th Inf. Eegt. will advance on our right with its left on 
Ashaeh. The Ist Inf. Bde. will advance through Peterahauaen, the 
lai^ village in the valley on the left, against the flat-topped hill 
behind which the church tower of Kollbachis visible, 

"The loth Inf. ß^t. will seize Asbach, and the small hill, 
200 metres eaat of Aabach, on the far side of the railway. The 2nd 
Bn. will deploy with it« right 150 metres east of Wasenhof, where the 
Ist Bn. is, and with its left on the railway. It will advance to the 
attack on Asbach. Subsequently, the direction of the right flank 
will be on Aabach church. 

"The let Bn. will join in this attack at the proper moment. 
" The 3rd Bn., less Noa. 11 and 12 Coys., will cross the railway at 
the crossing west of Petershausen, and deploy for attack with its 
right on the railway embankment. It will advance on the small hill 
200 metres east of Asbach in fehelon from the right. It will keep 
touch with the Ist Inf. Bda 

" The machine gun company will gain the railway embankment 
behind the 3rd Bn., it will advance along the railway embankment 
to the attack. Nos. 11 and 12 Coys, will move to the railway 
crossing to be in brigade reserve. 

" Empty S.AA. carts to Zi^elbei^. 

"I will accompany the 2nd Bn. in its attack along the railway 
embankment, and be 300 metres behind the front line. The 2nd and 
3rd Bns. wül arrange connecting flies with ma One signalling 
party from the 2nd Bn, will be sent to regimental headquarters. 
The dressing station is at Ziegelberg." 

A message which ran as follows was sent by orderly to the Ist 
Bn. 10th Inf. Eegt. :— 

" 23.XI., 1.15 p.nL 
" 1. The right flank of the army is victorious, the army will 

attack. 
" 2. The 2nd and 3rd Bns., 10th Inf. Eegt., are advancing on 
Asbach on both sides of the embankment. The right of the 
2nd Bn. will be 150 metres east of Wasenhof. Thence it 
will move on Asbach church. 
" 3. The Ist En. will join in this attack at the proper moment. 
The objective of its right will be Asbach bridge. The 13th 
Inf. Eegt. is advancing west of Asbach. 
" 4 Eegimental headquarters are on the embankment behind the 
2nd Bn. Get communication with them from Wasenhof 
by signal." 
Thecommanderofthe2ndBn.,10th Inf. R^t., issued the following 
verbal order to his company commanders* at 1.15 p.m. : — 

" 1. Empty the S.AA carts and send them to Ziegelbei^ ; led 
horses to the same place." 

* The battalion, waa drawn up in the valley about 300 metrea north-eaat of 
Ziegelberg, facing south-east. The four companies were drawn up in line of 
" ' * ^ - ^ "Q paces iaterral, in the following order from the west : 
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" 2. Medical personnel and material will be sent to the regimental 

medical officer. 
" 3. (Aseuming that the company commanders have made them- 
selves familiar with the country.) 

" The right flank of the army is victorious, the whole army will 
attack, with the let Division on the left flank, Asbach is held in 
strength and the enemy has reserves east of that place. The 1st Bn., 
10th Inf. Eegt., is advancing on Asbach on our right. Our 3rd Bn. 
is moving on our left on the far side of the railway gainst hill 200, 
east of Asbach. The Ist Inf. Bde. is attacking still further to the 
east. 

" The battaHon will advance for 500 metres towards the railway, 
and will deploy to the right. Objective Asbach. 

" Noa. 6, 7, and 8 Coys, will be in first line. No. 6 Coy, will connect 
with the 3rd Bn. and move with its left on the railway. The 
battalion will attack Asbach from the railway on the left to the church 
on the r^ht, frontage of each company 150 metres. 

" No. 5 Coy. will form the battalion reserve, at the gravel pit near 
the railway embankment, and will keep communication with No. 6 
Coy. by means of connectii^ files. 

" Hie machine gun company will follow No. 6 Coy. and support the 
attack. The signallers of No. 6 Coy. will be sent to regimental 
headquarters. 

" I will order the deployment of the companies and afterwards be 
with No. 5 Coy. 

" No. 6 Coy. will remain close to No. 5 Coy. while the change of 
direction to the left is being carried out. Nos. 7 and 8 Coys, will 
advance at 150 metres distance between companies. 

" The telephone detachment will join No. 5 Coy. It will then 
follow under escort of the macliine gun company, which is moving 
along the embankment. The dressing station for the 10th Inf. Bde. 
is at Zi^elberg. 

" Move off by companies," 

The Development of the Situation up to 2 p.m. 

Instructions issued in, and Action of, the Ist 
Infantey Beigade. 

The fire fight had remained stationary opposite the 13th Inf. 
Eegt The 3rd Bn. of that regiment was very heavily engaged, for 
the enemy opposite to it had estabHshed himself within 5O0 metres, 
in good cover amongst the bushes and along the bank of the Glonn. 
The losses in tbe 3rd Bn. were considerable, for the enemy was 
shooting well and the battalion had not much cover. It had only 
been possible to deepen the ditch along the road slightly, as the 
battalion had become heavily engaged at once. 

The 1st Bn., 10th Inf. Regt., which extended the left of the 13th 
Inf. Bde. as far as Wasenhof, had for a time opened fire on Asbach, but 
owing to the length of the range this fire was soon stopped. When 
the order to attack arrived at 1.20 p.m., the right flank had been left 
in position, but the left flank and centre advanced further into the 
valley, changing direction on Asbach. At 1.30 p.m. 3 companies 
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were deployed in the front line, and were firing on the part of 
Aebach designated as the objective of the attack. The firing linea of 
the 2nd Bn., 10th Inf. Bcgt., were at that time on the left of the 1st 
Bd., in the area between Wasenhof and the railway, and had opened 
fire on the part of Aabach east of the church, which was not strongly 
held. 

The enemy had deployed a freah firing line, which was, however, 
not very strong. It was lying partly in trenches and partly in the 
open on the far side of the railway. This firing line became engt^ed 
with the skirmisliers of the 1st Inf. Regt, advancing from Peters- 
hausen, and with the right of the 3rd Bn., 10th Inf. Regt., which 
was on the railway embankment. At this period the position of the 
attackers ran generally along the lane leading from Asbacb to 
Höckhof. There was a gap of 150 metres between the 3rd Bn., 10th 
Inf. Regt., and the 1st Inf. Regt. 

A very heavy fire fight soon developed here. There was no news 
at the headquarters of the Body Guard Inf. R^t. of the 1st Bn. of the 
regiment, which was engaged on the far side of the Petershausen — 
Kollbach road. 

The 7th F.A. Regt., in position east of Aufhausen, ilireeted a 
heavy fire upon Asbach. The artillery Abteilung at Ziegelberg 
was enfilading the enemy's firing linea on the far side of the railway 
embankment. At 1.45 p.m. fire broke out at several points in 
Asbacb. 

The regimental commander was informed by the 3rd Eu., 13th 
Inf. Regt., that the battalion was beginning to run short of ammu- 
nition. The commander of the 13th Inf. Regt, therefore sent the 
following order to the commander of his 1st Bn. at 1.50 p.m. : — 

"Issue the ammuuition in your SAA, carts to one of your 
companies, and send that company forward so that it is distributed 
over the whole front of the 3rd Bn., in order to supply that battalion 
with ammunition. Empty S.AA. carts of all battalions to 
Ziegelbei^." 

At 2 p.m. it was seen that the attack of the 10th Inf. Regt., and 
also that of the 1st Inf. Regt, on the far side of the embankment was 
gaining ground. The commander of the 13th Inf. Regt, therefore 
sent the following mess^e by signal to the front line of his regi- 
ment : — 

" Left flank of 3rd Bn. will attack west of KoUbach, right fiank 
of 2nd Bn. will connect with 2nd Inf. Bde." 

The following information as to the position beyond the railway 
line had been obtained at the headquarters of the llth Inf. Bde. at 
Ziegelberg and at the headquarters of the 1st Inf. Ede. at Peters- 
hausen station : — 

Shortly tefore the firing lines of the 1st Inf. Bde. had emerged 
from Petershausen, hostile firing lines had been seen advancing over 
hill 496. These firing lines descended part of the slope towards the 
Glonn, and took up a position just north of the Asbach— Kollbach 
lane. The 1st Inf. Regt, came very soon under the fire of this firing 
line, which was, however, not very strong. Its firing line lay down 
level with the Asbach — Höckhof lane, and advanced then by rushes 
towards the enemy's position. By 1.45 p.m. the left had got beyond 
Höckhof. 
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The fire fight here soon became heavy. The Ist Bn., Body 
G-uard Inf. Eegt., had been seen to disappear among the hills on the far 
bank of the Glonn, but no message had been received from it. The 
battalion, therefore, appeared to have met no serious obstacle in its 
advance on Kollbach. The 2nd Chevanlegers Eegt. had crossed 
Peterehausen bridge behind the 1st Bn., Body Guard Inf. Eegt., and had 
advanced in ihe direction of Glonhercha and Kammerberg. 

Shortly before 1.45 p.m., the, commander of the 1st Inf. Bde. sent 
the following order to the commander of the Body Guard Inf. 
Eegt.:— 

" I place at your disposal the 2 battalions and the machine gun 
company which are here. Advance across the Glonn valley and 
occupy Kollbach. Observe and protect the left flank, 

" Brigade headquarters will be at Petershausen at the exit of the 
road to Kollbach." 

The commander of the Body Guard Inf. Eegt. then issued the 
following verbal order at 1.50 p.m. : — 

" The regiment will advance and extend the left of the Ist Bn. 
which is attacking on Kollbach church. The advance will be 
directed on the centre of Kollbach. Kollbach is to be captured. 

" The 2nd Bn. will advance across the Glonn valley, and will 
move on Kollbach, with its right in the wood which can be seen 
»n the other side of the valley. It will get connection with the 1st En, 
Strong patrols will be sent on at once through the plantation. 
Front^e 400 metres. 

" The 3rd Bn, will follow in Echelon on the left, at 300 metres 
interval and distance, and be at my disposal. E^imental head- 
quarters will accompany this battalion. It will observe towards 
Weissling and Walten hof en, 

" The machine gun company will cross the Glonn at Petershausen, 
follow the 2nd Bn. and support the attack. 

" The 2nd Chevaulegers is either in front of us, or on our left 
flank." 

The Body Guard Inf. E^t. was approaching the hills on the far 
bank of the Glonn about 2 p.m. when the adjutant of the 1st Bn. 
was seen running back, and asking for the regimental commander. 

Scattered infantry fire was heard from the direction of Kollbach, 
but a loud roar of battle came from the direction of Höckhof. 

The adjutant of the 1st Bn, reported as follows : — 

" Kollbach ia ours. Two companies hold the southern edge, and 
two companies are engaged on the western edge with the right flank of 
the enemy on hiU 496. They are in close touch with the 1st Inf. 
Eegt. The enemy appears to be deploying a weak reserve from 
Piflitz towards Kollbach. 

" The capture of Kollbach took place almost without a struggle. 
We came under some fire in advancing out of the small plantation at 
Kollbach, but then captured the village at the first rush. We took 
about 100 of the enemy's dragoons prisoners." 

The regimental commander then gave the following verbal order 
to the 2nd Bn., Body Guard Inf. Eegt. :— 

" Kollbach is taken ; the Ist Bn. at the south-west comer of the 
villt^e is engaged with the enemy's r^ht. Join in this attack. 
The machine gun company is placed under your orders. 
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" The 3rd Bn. will be at my disposal in the eastern part of 
Kollbach," 

Events developed in this part of the battlefield &b follows : — 

The participation of the 2nd Bn., Body Guard Inf. Regt., in the 
attack on hill 4y6 compelled the enemy's flank, which was already 
turned sharply back at this point, to give way. By 2.30 p.m. the 
enemy had begun to retiie, and a few minutes afterwards it was seen 
from the we-stem e<^e of Kollbach that the whole of the enemy's 
line on hill 496 was withdrawing in a southerly direction. As this 
retirement came under the enfilade fire of some companies of the 1st 
and 2nd Bns., Body Guard Inf. Kegt., and also of the machine gun 
company it soon grew confused and turned into a tiight, the more so 
as it came under the fire of the Abteilung of the 7th F.A. B^., 
which was in action at Ziegelberg. 

The 1st Inf. B^t. followed the enemy closely and pursued his 
firing Unes, part of which was retiring on to the Eettenberg road 
and part on the woods north of Vierkirchen, with fire from hill 
496. The portions of the Body Guard Inf. Eegt. at the southern 
edge of Kollhach also directed its fire upon them. The fire of the two 
machine gun companies which were in the centre of the infantry 
line was particularly effective. 

A weak attack comii^ from the direction of Piflitz, apparently 
dehvered by dismounted cavalry, was easily driven ofl. The 2nd 
Chevaulegers surprised and chained this portion of the enemy and 
completed his annihilation. 

When the commander of the Ist Inf. Bde. reached Kollbach 
shortly before 2.45 p.m., he found 2\ battalions and the machine gun 
company deployed along the Asbach — Kollbach road ; 2 companies 
were f ollowir^ by way of Hockhof . 

Parts of the Ist and 2ud Ens. of the Body Guard Inf. Eegt. neai" 
KoUbach church, and part of the machine gun company, were 
pursuing the enemy with fire from the southern edge of the village. 

The 3rd Ba. was in the eastern part of the village at the disposal 
of the regimental commander. 

Thin hostile firing lines were seen, from the position of the Ist 
Inf. Regt., climbing the opposite slopes, some slowly, others quickly. 

Two companies, who were retiring east of the Eettenbacb road, 
had just disappeared behind the hill south of Kollbach. The 2nd 
Chevaulegers appeared to be engaged with hostile cavalry in the 
direction of Piflitz. 

At 2.45 p.m. the 2nd Abteilung, 7th F.A. Eegt., appeared from 
the direction of Petershausen on hill 496, unlimbered in the middle of 
the firing linos of the let Inf. Eegt., being greeted with cheers by the 
infantry, and opened fire on the enemy who were retiring on the 
woods north of Vierkirchen. 

In these circumstances the brigadier gave the following verbal 
order, at 2.50 p.m., to his regimental commanders who were with 
him: — 

" The brigade will pursue the enemy, who is retiring on both 
sides of the Kollbach — ^Eettenhach road ; the 1st Inf. Eegt. will be 
west, and the Body Guard Inf. Eegt. east of the road. Next 
objective the southern edge of the woods in front. The Body Guard 
Inf. Kegt., wiU leave 6 companies at Kollbach at my disposal. The 
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artillery will support and accompaiiy the advance of the brigade. The 
2iid Chevaulegera are on the left front near Piflitz. Brigade head- 
quarters will be on the KoUbach — Rettenbach road." 

The orderly officer of the brigade then brought the following 
verbal order to the 2iid Abteilung, 7th F.A. Regt. ; — 

" The commander of the Ist Inf. Bde. commands in this portion 
of the battle-field until the divisional commander arrives. 

" The 1st Inf. Bde. is pursuing the retreating enemy on both sides 
of the KoUbach — Kettenbach road. 

" The 2nd AbteUujig, 7th F-A. "Regt., will support and 
accompany the advance of the brigada 

" Brigade headquarters will be on the KoUbach — Bettenbach 
road." 

The brigade major (adjutant) had, meanwhile, prepared the 
following message, which was sent by the orderly officer to 
divisional headquarters : — 

To the 1st Inf. Div. at Aufhausen. KoUbach. 

" 23. XI. 2.45 p.m. 
" KoUbach and hill 496, west of KoUbach, have been captured. 
" The Ist Inf. Bde. and the 2nd Abteilung, 7th F.A. Eegt., are- 
pursuing the retreating enemy on both sides of tlie KoUbach — 
Kettenbach road. The enemy's right is on that road. 

"The 2nd Chevaulegers have made a successful charge near 
Piflitz, and are covering the left flank of the brigade. 

" Brigade headquarters wiU be on the Kollhach — Rettenbach road. 
"WUl endeavour to get s^naUing connection with Aufhausen 
from KoUbach church. 

S., 
" Major-General, commanding Brigade." 

An orderly was sent with the following written message to the- 
2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. : — 

" KoUbach, 23. XI., 2.50 p.m. 
" I have taken over command on the flank until the arrival of the- 
divisional commander. The 1st Inf. Bde. is pursuing the retreating 
enemy on both sides of the Kollhach — Rettenbach road. 
" Cover my left flank and accompany the advance. 
" It is especially important to reconnoitre through Kammerherg- 
towards Rettenbach — Weidenhof — Biber bach. 

" Keep communication with brigade headquarters on the KoUbach 
— Rettenbach road, 

X., 
" Major-General, commanding Brigade." 

Instructions issued by, and Action op, the Divisional. 

Heiaoquabters. 
We will now turn to the divisional headquarters and examine its- 
action from the moment wheo the divisional commander gave the 
order for the attack. This order was sent to the 2nd Inf. Bde. by 
telephone, and to the 11th and 1st Inf. Bdes, by flag, a second copy was- 
also sent to the latter by an orderly oificer. 

The divisional comnkander then moved to the hiU nortii o£ 
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Ebersbach, in order to get a better view of the battle-field. An 
officer of the staff and the divisional &a% were left at the old position 
to point out the way to the divisional commander. 

At noon an officer from the army corps headquarters arrived and 
reported that one infantry and one artillery ammunition column 
would be at I^lersried at 2 p.m., at the disposal of the Ist Inf. Div,, 
and 2 field hospitals at 1 p.m. at EdenpfafTenhofen. 

The divisional medical officer proposed to establish one field 
hospital at Aufhausen, where the chief dressing station was already 
overcrowded, in order that he might be able to free the personnel 
and material as early as possible. He also proposed to keep the 
second field hospital for the present at Edenpfaffenhofen as a reserve. 
The divisional commander agreed and directed the divisional medical 
officer to issue the necessary instructions. 

As r^ards the empty SA.A carts of the brigades ei^aged, 
reports had been received that those of the 2nd Bde. were at 
Edenpfaffenhofen, of the 11th Bde. at Ziegelberg, and of the 1st Bde. 
at SoUern. 

The 2nd Inf. Bde., which had been in action throughout the fore- 
noon, had reported by telephone that it was beginning to run short of 
ammunition. 

The general staff officer prepared the following written orders on 
message forms between 12.30 and 1 p.m. 

1. To 1st Inf. Am. Col. and 1st Arty. Am. CoL at 1 



"Aufhausen 23. XI., 12.45 p.m. 

"Both Am. Cols, are under the Ist Inf. Div. (at Aufhauaen). 
The Inf. Am. Col. wiU leave four sections at Egleraried to fill up the 
S.AA. carta of the 2nd Inf. Bde, which have been ordered to that 
place. The remainder will move by Thann to SoUern and Ziegelbeig, 
where they will issue their ammunition to the S.A,A carts of the 
11th and 1st Inf. Edes, Issue of ammunition to be expedited. 

" The Arty. Am, CoL will move to Edenpfaffenhofen and be at the 
disposal of the Ist F.A Bde. 

"(Ist Inf. Div,)" 

2. To the commander, 1st F,A. Bde. 

"Aufhausen 23, XI. 12.45 p.m. 
" Ist Arty. Am. Col. will reach Edenpfaffenhofen at 2 p.m. and 
will be under the 1st F.A. Bde. for ammunition supply." 

3, 4, 5. Corresponding messi^s were sent to the 2nd, 11th and 
1st Inf. Bdea 

From his position the divisional commander had gathered the 
following information as to the development of the situation : — 

The 2nd Inf. Bde. had gained ground to the front from Ebersbach, 
and was engaged in a heavy fire fight with the enemy's firing lines, 
which had taken cover in the bushes, etc., along the Glonn. The 
distance between the opposing lines was between 400 and 500 metres. 
The left flank of the brigade, which was drawn slightly back, was in 
touch with the 2nd Bn., 13th Inf. Regt. Here the distance between 
the lines was somewhat greater and the fire was less intense. But 
about 1 p,m, the noise of battle increased here too to a noticeable 
extent. About 1.30 pjn. the firing lines of the 13th Inf. Regt, 
began to work forward, and gained gi'ound slowly but steadily. The 
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advance of the 10th Inf. Eegt. between the railway and Waaenhof had 
been ohserved aome time previously. 

Hostile firing lines were seen deployed beyond Asbach. These 
were opposing the attack of the Ist Inf. Bde. Part of the 1st F.A. 
Eegt. was in position south of Aufhausen, engaged with hostile 
artillery at Jedenhofen. The greater part of the regiment, however, 
was supporting the attack of the 2nd Inf. Bde., and was distributing 
its shrapnel over the whole of the front opposed to that brigade. 

The Ist Abteilung, 7th r.A. Eegt., was firing from the he^hts 
east of Aufhausen at Asbach, which, by 1.45 p.m., had been set on 
fire at various points. By 2 p.ra. the firing lines of the 13th and 
10th Inf. E^ts. had encircled Asbach on all sides, and were barely 
200 metres from the edge of that place. Some of the attackers 
appeared to have penetrated the village at certain points. The 
Ist Abteilung, 7th F.A ßegt., had changed its target and was 
directing its tire on the enemy's tiring Hnes outside the village. 

By 2,30 p.m., the enemy opposed to the 2nd Inf. Bde. and the 
right of the 13th Inf. ßegt. had been pushed back to Jedenhofen, 
and the heights between that place and Asbach, the attackers 
following down to and over the Glonn. Part of the 13th Inf. Eegt. 
had pushed into the southern portion of Aabach, and a fierce fight 
was raging in the vill^e. At that moment the 1st Divisional Adjutant 
who was watching with his glasses the country about Asbach, said : — 
" The enemy ia retiring from hill 496." 

Long firing lines were seen descending the slope of hill 496, 
moving south. They came at once under fire of the 2nd Abteilunff, 
7th F.A, Eegt. Shortly afterwards a signalling party was seen at 
work on the church tower of Kollbacb, which was clearly visible. 
The mess^e was read with the help of glasses and ran as follows : — 

" KoUbach captured, the enemy is retiring south. 1st Inf. Bde." 

Soon after the enemy's firii^ lines had begun to retire, the 
attacking firing lines appeared on hill 496, and were seen to be 
pursuing the enemy with fire. About 2.45 p.m. artillery was seen 
to come into action in the middle of these firing lines and to open fire 
in a southerly direction. It was assumed that the 2nd Abteilung, 
7th P.A. Eegt., which had originally been in position at Ziegelberg, 
had taken up a new position on the south bank of the CMonn. 

In Asbach, too, things grew quieter. Single men were seen 
retiring eastward. The fire in the village slackened. Companies 
were seen assembling at the edge of the village, and these were 
recognized to be part of the attacking force. 

About 3 p.m., the divisional commander sent an adjutant to the 
artillery commander of the division with the following order : — 

"The enemy's right is giving way. Asbach, hill 496, and 
KoUbach, have been captured. The 2nd AUeüwng, 7th F.A E^., 
is already on hill 496. The division will continue its attack on the 
far bank of the Glonn. 

" The whole of the artillery will change position as soon as possible 
to the heights on the far bank and will support the further attack of 
the division. 

" Divisional headquarters, are going to bill 496, west of KoUbach." 

An officer was then left near Authausen, the motor cars were 
ordered to KoUbach by way of Petershansen, and divisional head- 
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quarters theo galloped oft' to Asbacli, whither the telephone detachment 
was also ordered. 

Just before reachiog Asbach, the commanders of the 11th Inf. 
Bde, and of the 10th Inf. Eegt. were met on their way to that place. 
The brigadier reported as follows : — 

" Aabach has been taken. The greater part of the 10th Inf. Kegt. 
and about 6 companies of the 13th Inf. Regt, are in the place. I have 
ordered the latter companies to assemble outeide the village. 

" The garrison of Asbach, about 2 battalions strong, has been 
captured. There are about 1,000 unwounded prisoners of the enemy's 
40th Inf. Eegt. There are a large number of wounded in Aabach. 
It is ui^ntly necessary to establish a dressing station at that place. 
The brigade does not, however, possess the necessary personnel and 
material for this." 

Thereupon the divisional commander issued the following 
orders : — 

A. Verbally to the senior medical officer of the division who was 
riding with him : — 

" See to the wounded in Asbach. The personnel and material of 
the chief dressing station must, by this time, have been relieved by 
No. 1 Field Hospital. No. 2 Field Hospital will only be employed 
if it is absolutely necessary. Eeport the steps you take to me at 
Kollbach." 

B. Verbal order to the commander of the 11th Iflf. Bde. : — 
"The division will continue to push the enemy in a southerly 

direction with the Ist Inf. Bde., which has captured Kollbaeh and 
hill 496, west of that place. The 2nd Inf. Bde. will also continue ita 
attack. The 11th Inf. Bde., except that part which is in the firing 
line, win assemble at Asbach and form the divisional reserve. All 
prisoners will be sent to Asbaeh. Beport the strength and position 
of the brigade as soon as possible to KoUbach, wMther divisional 
headquarters are now riding." 

The divisional commander arrived at Kollbach, at the exit of the 
Bettenbach road, at 3.30 p.m. There the commander of the 1st Inf. 
Bde. reported to him what had happened up to 3.15 p.m., and also 
the steps he had taken. The divisional commander expressed his 
concurrence in the latter. 

The following view was obtainable from hill 496 : — 
Below, to the right, the Glonn valley from Petershausen as far as 
the neighbourhood of Weichs was in view. The whole of Asbach, 
' which was in flames, could be overlooked, but a spur, which runs 
parallel with hill 496 and projects south of Asbach like a tongue 
into the Glonn valley, hid the ground round Jedenhofen. This spur, 
which is somewhat lower than hill 496, was in full view, but the 
valley which runs south of it, in which begin the woods crowning 
hill 481, north of Vierkirchen, could not he seen. The northern edge 
of these woods was not in view. Behind hill 496, which is entirely 
covered with woods and not sharply defined, is a bare hill, point 
506, south-west of Bettenbach, and east and west of it are church 
towers, that on the right belonging to Vierkirchen, that on the left to 
Bettenbach. About 500 metres of the road running south from 
Kollbaeh to Bettenbach were in view, the road then disappeared 
behind the ric^ mentioned above. East of the road lies hilly country 
(B 760) D 
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visible as far as Fiäitz, a hamlet cousiating of a few houseB on 
an isolated hill. Beyond Piflitz a church tower believed to be 
that of Kammerberg was to be seen. There was nothing more of 
the enemy to be seen. In front, on the ridge running parallel with 
hill 496, the firing lines of the Ist Inf. Bde. could be discerned 
firing southwards at an enemy who appeared to be holding the 
northern edges of the above mentioned woods. On the ri^t of 
the 1st Inf. Regt, the firing lines of the 3rd Bn., 10th Inf. Regt-, 
extended as far as the railway. Beyond the railway embankment in 
the Glonii valley parts of the 2nd Inf. Bde. could be seen near the 
foot of the hills on the near bank. It therefore appeared tbat the 
trenches east of Jedenhofen, which the enemy had recently occupied, 
were not yet captured. 

At 3.45 p.m. the Ist Abteilung, 7th F.A. Eegt., came into action 
on hill 496 alongside the 2nd Abteilung, and turned ite fire on the 
woods. Fire was controlled by telephone from the ridge on which 
were the firing lines of the let Inf . Kegt. The 1st F.A. Eegt. was 
still firing at Jedenhofen from its old position. A few troopers of 
the 2nd Chevaulegers were seen near Piflitz looking out to the west, 
but nothing was visible of the main body of the regiment. The 2nd Int 
Bde. reported that it had not yet been able to take the enemy's 
trenches east of Jedenhofen, but tbat it hoped to storm them shortly. 
The 16th Inf. Eegt. had entered Jedenhofen and was engaged in a 
fierce fight in that place. Farther to the west, the 2nd Inf. Div. 
seemed to be making good prc^ess. 

The commander of the 11th Inf. Bde, reported that be had 
4 battalions, each of about 600 men, available at the railway embank- 
ment north-east of Asbach, He added that the 1st Bn., 13tb Inf. 
Eegt., was engaged alongside the 2nd Inf. Bde. ; that one battalion 
10th Inf. E^t. was in action alongside the Ist Inf. Bde. with its 
right on the railway ; that one company was guarding about 1,000 
prisoners who had been placed in Asbach church ; and that parts of 
the medical company and field hospital had come up. 

At 4 p.m. the front lines of the 1st Inf. Eegt. and of the Body 
Guard Inf. Eegt. repotted that the enemy in the woods was beginning 
to give way. The adjutant, who was watching the 2Dd Inf. Bde., also 
observed that it was moving forward. 

The divisional commander then issued the following order at 4.30 

E.m-, the commanders of the 1st Inf. Bde. and of the 7th F.A. E^t. 
eing present ; six copies were also made by two officers provided with 
copying materials : — 

'KoUbacb, 23. XI, 4.30 p.m. 
" Divisional ordei-. No. 3, for 23. XI. 

"1. The enemy's right has been driven back from the line 
Asbach — KoUbacli, and is retiring through the woods south .of that 
line. 

" 2. The division is pursuing. 

" 3. The 2nd Inf. Bde. to which the battalion of the 13th Inf. Eegt. 
alongside it is attached, will seize Jedenhofen and the neighbouring 
heights ; it will then advance to the line Esterhofen station (exclusive) 
— Yierkirchen (inclusive). Its right will keep touch with the 2nd 
Inf. Div., its left will move on both aides of the Asbach — Vierkirchen 
road. 
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"4, The 1st Inf. Bde., with those detachments of the 11th Bde. 
between it and the railway line, will drive the enemy from the woods 
south of Kollbach, and capture Rettenbach. It will advance on both 
sides of tlie Kollbach — Settenhach road, on the same front as before. 
It will observe and protect the left flank of the division, reconnoitring 
through Piflitz towards Giebing and the country south of Retten- 
bach. 

" 5. The 11th Inf. Bde.will form the divisional reserve, and move 
by the shortest route to Piflitz. 

" 6. The artillery will support the advance of the division, let F. A. 
Regt, will be with the 2nd Inf. Bde., 7th r.A. Eegt. with the Ist 
Inf. Bde. Two batteries 7th F.A. Eegt. will proceed at once by Piflitz 
to join the second Chevaulegers Regt. 

" 7. The 2Dd Chevaulegers Eegt., with 2 batteries 7th F.A. Eegt. 
will attack through Kammerberg. It will reconnoitre on the liäe 
Kammerberg — Gross-Nöhbach, towards the line Eetteubach — ^Amper- 
pettenbach. It will seize the bridge at Unter-Bruck. 

" 8. Divisional headquarters will be at Kollbach, and later will 
follow the 1st Inf. Bde. on the road to Rettenbach. 
In writing to 

2nd Chevaulegers. 
2nd and 11th Inf. Bdes. 
F.A. Ede. 

A., 
" Lieut-Gen., commanding 

Division." 

At the same time the following message was sent by cyclist by 
way of Petershausen, to the 2nd line transport of the division at 

Hilgertshausen : — 

" 1st Inf. Div. KoUbach, 23. XI., 4.30 p.m. 

" Supply wagons will move. at the head of the transport, which will 
march by Jetzendorf to Petershausen. Eeport arrival at Peters- 
hauseii to divisional headquarters on the KoUbach — Rettenbach road. 

1st Inf. Div." 

(The 2nd line transport received this order at 5.30 p.m. and moved 
at once to Petershausen, the head of the column reaching that place 
about 7.30 p.m.) 

The general staff officer then prepared the following report to 
Headquarters Ist Army Corps : — 

To Headquarters, let Army Corps, 1 kilometre east of Erlshausen. 

" KoUbach, 23. XI., 4.45 p.m. 
" Enemy's right has been driven back from the line Asbach — KoU- 
bach, through the woods south of that line. 

" Division is pursuing to the line Esterhofen station — Vierkirchen 

— Itettenbach and thence according to circumstances. Left on both 

sides of the KoUbach — Rettenbach road. Divisional headquarters are 

«t KoUbach, they wiU be subsequently along the road mentioned above. 

A., 

Lieut.-GeneraL" 
(B 760) D 2 
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This report was sent to Army Corps Headquarters by motor ear. 
The orderly officer in charge of it was told to order the pioneer 
Company, which was still at Aufhausen, to move through Asbach to 
Kollbach and there wait for orders. 

Instructions issued in, and Action of, the 1st Infantry 
Brigade. 

In consequence of the above divisional order the commander of the 
Ist Inf. Bde. issued the following order: — 

" The brigade will pursue the enemy and will seize Vierkirchen, 
Betten bach and Giebing. 

"The 1st Inf. Regt., to which the detachments of the 11th Inf. 
Bde. as far as the railway are attached, will direct its right on the 
centre of the road between Vierkirehen and Rettenbach, and its left 
along the Kollbach — Eettenbach road. 

" The Body Guard Inf. ßegt. wiU extend the left. Frontt^e 400 
metres. Its right will move on Rettenbach church tower ; it will send 
officers' patrols on Giebing and Kammerberg and get touch with the 
2nd Chevaul^ers. The brigade reserve, with which brigade head- 
quarters will move, will follow along the Kollbach — Rettenbach road. 
The left flank of the 2nd Inf. Bde. is advancing on both sides of the 
Asbach — Vierkirehen road ; the 2nd Chevaulegers are attacking 
through Kammerberg. The field kitchens will be moved to KoUbach 
under brigade orders. A supply or a cyclist officer from each regiment 
will be sent at once to brigade headquarters." 

Issued verbally by the brigade major {adjutant) to the Ist Inf. 
Regt, and the Body Guard Inf. Regt. 



1st Infantby Regiment. 

Orders in the Ist Inf. Re^t. issued verbally through the r^imental 
adjutant, who galloped to the battalion qommanders : — 

" The br^ade will pursue the retreating enemy through the woods 
in front and seize Vierkirehen, Eettenbach and Giebing. 

" The Body Guard Inf. R^t. will advance left of the Kollbach — 
Rettenbach road. The 1st Inf. Regt., to which the companies of the 
llthlDf.Bde.alongside it, as far as the railway, are attached, will 
advance on the right of that road. 

" The fronti^e will be as before. The 1st Bn. will have its left on 
the above-mentioned road and will connect with the Body Guard Inf. 
E^t, The regimental reserve,* with which regimental headquarters 
wiU be, will follow behind the Ist Bn." 

The regimental adjutant then galloped to the battalion commander 
of the 10th Inf. Regt., who was in command of the troops on the 
right of the 1st Inf. R^t., and gave him the following verbal 
order : — 

" According to divisional orders yonr battalion ie attached to the 
1st Inf. Regt., which is pursuing the enemy with ita left on the KoU- 
bach — Rettenbach road, and intends to seize the Vierkirehen — Retten- 
bach road. 



'' Two compauiea. 

Digitized by VjOOÖ IC 



53 

" Your battalion will be on the r^ht and will connect with the lat 
Inf. Eegt, It will move on the centre of the road between Vier- 
kirchen and ßettenbach, keeping touch with the 2nd Inf. Bde., the 
left of which ia moving on both aides of the Aabach — ^Vierkirchen 
road. The regimental reserve, with which regimental headquarters 
are, is following behind the left flank of the regiment. The brigadier 
is on the Kollbach — Eettenbach road." 



Body Guard Infantry Rkgimeht. 

The commander of the Body Guard Inf. Eegt. issued the followii^ 
verbal order to his two battalion commanded ; — 

" The brigade will pursue the enemy through the woods in front 
and seize the Vierkirehen— Eettenbach — Giebing road. 

" The Ist Inf. Eegt. is advancing on our right. The 2nd Chevau- 
legera, reinforced by artillery, are on our left. Field artillery will 
accompany our advance. 

" The Ist Bn., with the machine gnu company, will move with its 
right on the Kollbach — Eettenbach road. Frontage 400 metres. It 
will seize Eettenbach, which is on that road on the far side of the 
■woods. The 2nd Bn.* will follow as regimental reserve. Eegimental 
headquarters will be with it. It will be 62heloned to the left at 300 
metres distance, and advance through the gap in the woods which can 
be seen in front of us. It will send a strong officer's patrol of cyclists, 
and a party of signallers with lanterns by Piflitz on Giebing. 

" Half the 2nd Bn. and the 3rd Bn. form the brigade reserve at 
KoUhach." 

A supply officer belonging to the regiment was then directed to 
report himself at once to br^ade headquarters at KoUbach, to bring 
up the held kitchens, and to inform the regiment, as soon as possible, 
of the arrival of the field kitchens at KoUbach. 

1st Bn., Body Guaed Inf. Eegt. 

The following verbal order was issued by the commander of the 
1st Bn., Body Guard Inf. Regt., to his battalion :— 

" The enemy will be energetically pursued. Eettenbach, which 
lies beyond the woods at the end of this road, is to be captured. 

" The Ist Inf. E^t. is advancing on our right, the 2nd Chevau- 
legers Eegt., reinforced by artillery, is on our left. Field artillery will 
accompany our advance. Nos. 1 and 2 Coys, will be in the front line. 
No. 1 Coy. will be on the right with its right on the road, and will 
connect with No. 2 Coy. which will be on the left. Frontage of each 
company 150 metres. The first line will move at 100 metres distance 
from the second line and pursue the enemy through the woods in front. 
The front line will advance. Objective Eettentach. 

"The machine gun company will move at ÖO metres distance 
behind the centre of the first line, and be ready to come into action 
at once. 

" No8. 3 and 4 Coys, will follow in the second line ; No. 3 Coy. on 
the road, at 100 metres distance. No. 4 Coy. Echeloned to the left, at 100 
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metres interval and distauce. These companies will reinforce the first 
line whenever necessary, I shall be with No. 3 Coy." 

No. 1 Coy., Body Guaed Inf. Eegt. 

1. Verbal order to No. 1 Section which was extended. 

" The enemy will be pursued through the woods in front to Betten- 
bach, which lies on the far side of the woods at the end of this road. 
ßettenbach must be taken. The 1st Inf. Eegt. ia advancing on our 
right. No. 2 Coy., Body Guard Inf. Eegt., on our left. The section 
will extend to 150 metres with its right on the road. It will gain 50 
metres distance to the front, and push through the wood. Patrols 
will be sent to the far edge of the wood. The company is 
following." 

2. To the remainder of the company, which was partly extended 
and partly in close order : — 

" No. 1 Coy. on the move, close ! Double ! " 

3. Verbal order issued on the move to Nos. 2 and 3 Sections : — 

" When we reach the far edge of the wood we shall see the village 
of Eettenbach at the end of the road on our right. That village is 
our objective. Our right is to be on the road and our frontage is 
150 metres. 

" No. 2 Coy. is moving in touch with us on our left. No. 3 Coy., 
with which the battalion commander is, is moving directly behind 
us. The 2nd Bn. is following beyond the wood on the left flank. 
Our right is iu touch with the 1st Inf. Eegt. Pield artillery is 
accompanying our advance." 

Instructions issued by, and Action of, the Divisional Head- 
quartebs. 

The divisional headquarters remained at Kollbach after issuing the 
order of 4.30 p.ra. 

At 5.50 p.m., as it was beginning to get dark, an officer from army 
corps headquarters arrived in KoUbach in a motor car with the 
following order : — 

" 1 kilometre east of Erlhausen. 23. XL, 4.30 p.m., to the Ist Inf. 
Div. at Kollbach by way of Petershausen. 

" The enemy is retiring along the whole front. The right flank of 
the army is victorious, and is pushing forward to the Ober-Roth — 
Dachau road; Kloster- Indersdorf, Zlllhofen, and Jedenhofen have 
been captured. The army will pursue the enemy to-day as far as the 
Amper. 

" The left of the 2nd Inf. Div. will move by Vierkirchen — Milberts- 
bofen — Hörgenbach on Fuchsbei^. 

"The 1st Inf. Div. will move on Fahrenzhausen and seize the 
crossings over the Amper there. Press on relentlessly. 

" Prepare quarters for the division on the Kammerbei^ — Falirenz- 
hausen road (Glebing and Viehbach inclusive). The division will not 
halt until the Amper is reached. 

" Corps headquarters will probably be at Eettenbach. Eeport 
position of divisional headquarters to that place. 

" Headquarters 1st Army Corps." 
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At thia moment artillery fire was heard from the south-eaet, and 
rifle fire from the direction of Eettenbach and Vierkirchen. The 
7th F.A. Eegt., on hill 496, was limbering up to change position 
forwards. 

The divisional commander had barely read the army corps order 
when an adjutant of the Body Guard fnf. Eegt. galloped up and 
reported : — " The enemy is in full i-etreat. Kettenbaeh is ours. The 
2nd Inf. Bde., mixed up with troops of the 2nd Inf. Div.,haB entered 
Vierkirchen," 

Shortly afterwards an officer of the 2nd Chevaidegers reported : — 

" The regiment has seized the west side of Giebing, and, with the 
assistance of the artillery, ban surprised a hostile column marching 
from ReLtenbach on Giebing. This column has fled southwards in 
confusion. About 100 prisoners have been shut up in Giebing. 
Detachments of the enemy are retiring in disonler through 
Milbertshofen and Biberbach, pursued by detachments of the 2nd 
Inf. Div. A number of wagons have been upset on the Giebing— 
Biberbach road. The country between Kammerberg and Viehbach 
is full of strj^lers; these are being collected at Giebing. The 
regiment is pursuing the enemy towards Fahren zhausen, on which 
place strong bodies of hostile troops are retiring." 

The divisional cununander then gave the following verbal orders 
at 5.35 p.m. : — 

1. To the 2nd divisional adjutant. 

"Eide to the 7th FA. JRegt.* and tell it to halt. Tell the 
commander to come to me at Piflitz. 

" Then go to the 1st, and afterwards to the 2ud Inf. Bde., and tell 
the Ist Inf. Bde. to assemble at Giebing, and the 2nd Inf. Ede. at 
Eettenbach. The 1st E.A Eegt. will join the 1st Inf. Bde.; the 
parts of the 11th Inf. Bde. with the Ist and 2nd Inf. Bdes. will move 
to Kammerberg. 

" Brigades will send representatives for orders to Piflitz as soon 
as possible. Take 2 orderlies from the escort with you." 

2. To the officer of the 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. : — 

" Take a message form and write as follows : — The 2nd 
Chevaul^ers E^t. and 2 batteries, 7th F.A. Eegt., will pursue the 
enemy at once towards Unter-Bruek and seize the bridge at that 
place. 

"The 11th Inf. Bde., to which the 2nd Chevaulegers Kegt. is 
attached, is following at once. 

" Reconnoitre on Biberbach, Hörgenbaoh, Oberndorf and Gross 
Nöbach. 

" Send 1 patrol on Thumsberg and 1 troop to divisional head- 
quarters. 

"Divisional headquarters are moving to Piflitz, and thence by 
Eammerbeig on Bachen hau sen." 

As soon as the 2nd divisional adjutant and the cavalry officer had 
ridden off, the staff galloped to Piflitz. The motor cars were ordered 
to the latter place. The 11th Inf. Bde., which had been ordered to 
move to Piflitz, was met just west of that place at 6 p.m. 

The divisional commander greeted the men and shouted to them 

* It was tiottiDg southwiuda along tha Kollbach — Bettenbsch road. 
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that the enemy was defeated und must be pursued, ne then turned 
to the brigadier, who was ridir^ at the head of the brigade. The 
ktter reported as follows : — ' 

" I have 4 battalions available. One company has been left at 
Asbach in charge of prisoners. The 2nd line transport of the 
brigade, which was originally left at Steiukirchen, has been ordered 
to Petershausen, but can hardly arrive there before 7.30 p,m." 

The divisional commander then gave the following verbal order 
to the commander of the 11th Inf. Bde. at 6.15 p.m. 

" The enemy haa been defeated and is retiring everywhere. The 
army will pursue him to-day as far as the Amper. 

"The 2nd Inf. Div. is moving south of us, with its left on 
Vierkirchen and Mübertshofen, towards Fuchsbeig. The 2nd 
Chevaulegers Eegt. with some artillery is in front, and has been 
ordered to seize Unter-Bruck bridge. 

" The 11th Inf. Bde., with the 7th F.A Eegt., will follow the 2nd 
Chevaulegers Kegt., which is under its orders, by Kammerberg and 
Bachenhauaen to the Amper. Press the enemy relentlessly at all 
points. The bridge at Unter-Bruck must be in our possession to-day. 
Toucli with the enemy must not be lost. The 1st Inf. Bde. will be 
assembled in the neighbourhood of Viehbach, the 2nd Inf. Bde. in 
the neighbourhood of Giebiug and Kammerberg. 

" Divisional headquarters will be at Piflitz and will move later to 
Bachenhausen." 

When he had left the brigadier, Piflitz having meanwhile been 
reached, the divisional commander said to his genei-al staff officer : — 

" Prepare the orders for the 1st and 2nd Inf. Bdes,, and explain 
the situation to the commander of the 7th F.A. Eegt., and also to 
those portions of the 12th Inf. Bde. which are coming in." 



Divisional Telephone Detachment. 

' At this moment the commander of the divisional telephone 
detachment reported himself, and stated ; — 

" The lines on the far bank of the Glonn have been reeled up, and 
the detachment is ready at Asbach church. The section which was 
working from Authansen towards Ebersbach and Weichs has lost a 
considerable amount of material. One telegraphist has been kuled." 

The general staff officer took the commander of the detachment 
aside and gave him the following order: — 

" The enemy is retiring everywhere. We are pursuing him to-day 
as far as the Amper, and will then go into quarters. The 11th Bde. 
is pursuing as far as Fahrenzhau.sen. The 1st Inf. Bde. is going into 
quarters in the area Viehbaeh — Bachenhausen ; the 2nd Inf. Bde. in 
the area Giebing — Kammerberg. The artillery will be distributed 
among the brigades. Divisional headquarters, which the telephone 
detachment will accompany, are moving to Bachen hausen. 

"The telephone detachment wilt advance by KoUbach and 
Kammerl)erg to Bachenhausen, and will connect Kammerberg, 
Bachenhausen, and Fahrenzhausen on its march. 

" Stations will be established at Kammerberg (2nd Inf. Bde.), 
Bachenhausen (Div, hdqrs.), and at Fahrenzhausen (11th Inf, Bde.), 
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" Quarters will be prepared for the detachment ; 2nd hne transpurt 
has heea ordered up, 

" There is a great deal of traific on the Kollbach — Kamnierherg 
road. Move as quickly as possible. The officer charged with the 
preservation of order has been instructed to give you precedence." 

The pioneer lieutenant rode back at once to his detachment and 
found it at Asbach, drawn up at the side of the road close to the exit 
on the KoUbach road. The square near the church had not been 
occupied by the detachment, owing to the number of prisoners 
collected and to the fact that a dressing station bad recently been 
established there. 

Lieutenant F. then moved hia detachment from KoUbach with 
the section which had been already used at the head. He then called 
his section commanders to the head of the column and explained the 
situation to them. He issued the following order at 7.30 p.m, while 
he waa still 2 kilometres from Kammerbeig : — 

" The division is going into quarters iu the area Fahrenzhausen — 
Viehbach — Kammerberg. No. 2 Section will connect Kammerbetg, 
Bachenhausen and Fahrenzhausen. Stations will be established at 
Kammerbeig (for 2nd Inf. Bde.), and at Fahrenzhauaeu (for 11th Inf. 
Bde.). The remainder wUl be billeted at Fahrenzbausen. Nob. 3 
and 1 Sections will be quartered at Baehenbausen, where No. 1 
section will establish a station for divisional headquarters. The 
commander of No. 1 Section will proceed at once to Bachenhau&eu 
to fix the position for his station and to arrange for quarters," 

When the detachment entered Kammerberg No. 2 Section 
remained behind and began to lay its Hne. The commander with 
the other two sections conthiued the march to Bacheuhausen. 



Divisional Headquahtebs. 

We will now return to divisional headquarters. After the com- 
mander of the telephone detacbment had ridden off, the staff had 
dismounted. A large fire was then lighted outside Piflitz, the divisional 
dag waa placed alongside it, and the escort posted near by. The 
general staff officer informed the commander of the 7th F.A. Begt. that 
he was attached to the llth Bde., which was then marching through 
Pifiitz. He then entered the nearest house in Piflitz with the 
orderly officers. There he dictated the following order, several 
■copies of which were taken by the officers : — 

" Piflitz, 23. XL, 6.30 p.m. 
"Divisional Order, No. 4, for 23. XI: 
" 1. The enemy has been defeated and is retiring everywhere. 
■" 2. The army will pursue to-day as far as the Araper. 

2nd Inf. Div. is moving, with its left through Vierkirchen 
and Milbertshofen, on Fuchsberg, north of Oberndorf 
" 3. The 1st Inf. Div. will pursue the enemy through Kammerberg 



-" 4. The llth Inf. Bde., with the 2nd Chevaulegers and 7th F.A 
Regt., will move on Unter-Bruck and seize the bridge at 
that place. 
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" 5. The Ist luf. Bde. will advance to the area Viehbach — 
Bachenhaiiaen, 2nd Inf. Bde. to the area Glebing — 
Kammerberg, and will go into temporary quarters in those 
areas. Brigades will cook aud prepare everything for the 
night, but will hold themselves in readiness to move. 

1st Inf. Bde. will prepare quarters in Baehenhausen 
for divisional headquarters, the telephone detachment and 
the headquarters of the F.A. Bde. 

Ammunition wt^ons which have not yet come up, and 
the 2nd line transport will be forwarded under divisional 
orders. 

" 6. Divisional headqiiarters will be at Piflitztill 7 p.m., and will 
move to Bachenhausen, Eepresentatives for orders will he 
at the latter place at 7.30 p.m. 

In writing to representatives of : — 

1st and 2nd Inf. Bdes. 
Ist RA. Bde. 
1st F.A. Kegt. 

A., 
" Lt.-General, commanding Division." 

This order was handed over to the representatives of units, whi> 
arrived about 6.30 p.m. 

At 6.45 p.m. a lieutenant of the 2nd Chevaulegers reported 
himself with a troop of cavalry. 

An orderly officer of the divisional staff was then given 6 troopers, 
and the following instructions were issued to him by the general 
staff ofBcer : — 

'■ You will find the S.A.A. carts of the 11th Int. Bde. at Aabach, 
Send these by way of KoUbach to Kammerberg. Send the Ist 
Pioneer Coy., which is at Kollbach, to Baehenhausen. Then ride to 
Petershausen, and there meet the S.A.A. carts of the let Inf. Bde., 
which are coijiing from Thaun, and the 2Qd line transport of the 
division and of the 11th Inf. Bde., which is coming from Jetzendorf. 
Direct all these columns, with the transport of the 11th Inf. Bde., if 
possible, by Kollbach to Kammerbei^. At the latter place Captain A., 
the Ist adjutant of the division, will take over control. 

" See that strict order is kept on the road. Keep the right side of 
the road free. The telephone detachment of the division, which has 
been ordered to Baehenhausen, must have precedence." 

While the orderly ofBcer was making notes of the most important 
points of his instructions, the general staff officer prepared the 
foUowing authorization for him : — 

"Lieutenant M. lias been directed to take over control of the 
transport columns of the division. His instructions will be followed 
even by officers senior to him. 

M-, 
Captain, General Staff Officer, 
" 1st Inf. Div," 

The Ist divisiooal adjutant was then requested by the general 
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staff officer to be at Kammerberg at 7 p.m., and to arrange for the 
movement of the transport theoee in the following order : — 

S.A.A. carta of the 11th Inf. Bde., 

2nd line transport of the 11th Inf. Bde., 

„ „ „ „ 2nd Chevaulegera E^., 

„ „ „ „ 7th RA. Eegt., 

to Fahreuzhansen. 

2nd line transport of divisional headquarters, including that of 
headquarters of F.A, Bde. 

2nd line transport of the Ist Inf. Bde., 

„ „ „ „ Divisional bridging train, 

S.A.A. carta of 1st Inf. Bde., 
to Bachenhausen. 

The 2nd line transport of the 2nd Inf. Bde. and of the Ist F.A. 
Bde. was to be handed over to the respective units at Kammerbei^. 

He was told that no transport was to pass through Kammerberg 
before 7.30 p.m., as the 11th Inf. Bde. was not expected to reach 
Fahrenzhausen until that hour. 

The telephone detachment of the division, which had been 
ordered to Bachenhausen, was, however, to be assisted in its march. 

A cyclist was sent with a message to army corps headquarters, 
giving a resume of the orders issued and naming the headqtiartere of 
the division (Bachen hansen). 

The divisional staff was then ordered to move to Bachenhausen. 
The divi.'^ional commander and his general staff officer entered a 
motor car shortly before 7 p.m. and followed the 11th Inf. Bde., the 
commander of which was met at the head of his main body, about 
7.15 p.m., in front of Bachenhausen. 

Instructions issued m, and Action ok, the 11th Infantry 
Brigade. 

We must now consider the instructions which the commander of 
the llth Inf. Bde. issued on receipt of the divisional order of 
6.15 p.m. First of all the order was given to the column : — 

" Pass the word along for regimental commanders to come to the- 
head of the column." 

When the regimental eoramanders had arrived, the brigadier gave 
them the following verbal order as he rode along, at 6.20 p.m. : — 

" The enemy has been defeated and is retiring everywhere. 

" The army will pursue him to-day aS far as the Amper. The 
2nd Inf. Div. is moving, with its left on Vierkirehen, Mübertshofen 
and Hörgenbach, on Fuchsbei^. 

" The 1st Inf. Bde. and the 2nd Inf. Bde. are moving respectively 
on Giebing and Viehbaeh. 

"The llth Inf. Bde., with the 2nd Chevaulegers Regt, and the 
7th F.A. Eegt., is moving by Kammerberg and Fahrenzhansen, and 
will seize the bridge over the Amper at unter- Brück. The enemy 
will be relentlessly attacked everywhere. The 2nd Chevaul^ers Eegt. 
with some artillery is already in front of na. The leading company 
(1st Bn., 10th Inf. Eegt.) will form the advanced guard. The point 
only will be pushed out. A distance of 300 to 400 metres to be 
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maintained. Connection by cyclists with the 2ad Chevaulegera Eegt, 
Eeconnoitre on both sides of the road. 

" The 2ii<l Bn., 10th Inf. Eegt., will move by the shortest way to 
Lauterbach (2 kilometres north-east of Kammerberg), and will 
advance thence along the main Fahrenzhausen road to Jarzt. It will 
connect thence with the brigade. 

"The 3rd Bn., 10th Inf. Eegt., will move by Gramliog and 
Wiehbach to the southern part of Fahrenzhausen, 

" The 7th F.A. Kegt. will follow behind the brigade. Five cyclists 
of the 10th Inf. Eegt. wül be aent to No. 1 Coy., 10th Inf. Eegt-, and 
five more to No, 2 Coy, 

"Five cyclists of the 13th Inf. Eegt. will be sent to brigade head- 
quarters, which will move at the head of the main body. 

" Ono mounted officer, 13th Inf. Eegt., will remain in Kammerbei^, 
and wiU tell the 3rd Bn., 13th Inf. Eegt., and the 3rd Bn., 10th Inf. 
Eegt., which have been ordered to that place, that they are to follow 
the brigade without delay," 

The supply officers of both regiments, who reported themselves 
shortly afterwards, were directed to ride back to SoUern as quickly 
■OS possible, and to bring the field kitchens of the brigade, by way 
of Petershausen and Kammerberg, to Fahrenzliausen. The kitchen 
fires were to be lighted at once and food prepared. The field kitchens 
were to march tc^ether, those of the 10th Inf. Eegt. in front The 
supply officers were told to establish communication with Fahrenz- 
hausen as soon as the columns were near that place, and that they 
would then receive further orders. 

The road between Kammerbeig and Bachenhausen was clear of 
the enemy. But after leaving Bachenhausen many signs of a retreat 
in disorder were observed. The enemy's most northerly line of 
retirement appeared to be by Milbertshauaen and Viehbach on 
Fahrenzhausen ; ammunition pouches, rifles, and overturned w^ons 
littered the road. 

At 7.15 p.m., as the head of the main body was passing through 
Bachenhausen, heavy rifle fire, which, however, only lasted a short 
time, was heard from the direction of Viehbaeh. The 3rd Bn., 
10th Inf. Eogt., soon after reported that a party of stragglers had 
made a short stand in Viehbaeh, that about 100 prisoners had been 
taken, and that these had been handed over to the Ist Inf, Bde. 

At this moment the divisional commander with his general staff 
officer arrived, and announced that he would accompanv the 
11th Inf. Bde. 

At 7.30 p.ni., shortly before the advanced guard of the 11th Inf. 
Bde. reached Fahrenzhausen, an officer of the 2nd Chevaulegere Eegt. 
arrived and reported to the brigadier as follows : — 

" The 2nd Chevaulegers Regt, has surprised a number of stragglers 
between Giebing and Bachenhausen. Shortly before reaching 
Fahrenzhausen it overtook and chained the end of a long column 
of infantry and artillery. The enemy fled in all directions, the 
majority in the direction of the bridge at Unter-Bruck, abandoning 
their wagons and guns. The 2ud Chevaulegers Eegt, pressed forward 
to the bridge, which the enemy blew up just as the first troopers 
reached it in the midst of the fugitives. A number of men were 
killed and wounded on both sides by the explosion, and the 
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commander of the 2nd Cbevaulegers Eegt. was killed. The wounded 
have been placed in Unter-Bruek, close to which place the regiment 
is in position dismounted. The prisoners, who are very numerous, 
and whose numbers are eontiniially being increased by the capture of 
men who have been cut off, have been placed in Fabrenzhausen under 
a guard." 

In consequence of this report, the divisional commander issued the 
foUowingorderto the commander of the 11th Inf. Bde., at 7.45 p.m. : — 

" The 11th Inf. Bde., with the attached units, will go into quarters 
in the area Fabrenzhausen — Unter- Brück — Jarzt. Outposts will be 
established on the Amper from the junction of the backwater, 
500 metres south of Unter-Bruck, with the main stream to Weng 
(inclusive). 

" The crossii^s at Weng and Thurasberg must be seized to-night. 
Touch will be kept with the enemy. Strong cavalry patrols will be 
sent to Griineck (near NeufaluTi on the Isar), Aschering and 
Freising. The enemy's lines of retreat must be discovered. 

" Preparations will be made for repairing the bridge at Unter-. 
Brück. 

" The Pioneer Coy. and Divisional Bridging Train will reach 
Unter-Bruck during the night. 

" Supplies will be issued from field kitchens and supply wagons. 
2nd line transport and S.A.A. carts will be sent on. 

"Divisional headquarters will be at Bachenhausen. Signal 
communication will be established with that place, and representatives 
for orders will be sent there at once. Telephone communication will 
be established with the brigade." 

The divisional commander and his general staff of&cer then 
returned to Bachenhausen, where the remainder of the divisional 
staff was established already. Two lanterns had been fixed on 
a large house directly on the road, the divisional flag had been 
erected, and an office established in a room on the ground floor. 

The senior medical officer of the division, who had returned 
in the meanwhile, reported that No. 1 Field Hospital was in 
Aufhausen, No. 2 Field Hospital iu Petershausen, with 1 section 
at Asbach, and that the personnel and material of the bearer 
company were employed at Asbach, 

A dressing station was still at Kollbach, He stated that the 
wounded were still coming in in large numbers, particularly to 
Asbach, and that, in his opinion, the dressing stations would not 
complete their work before midnight. The hospital at Petershausen 
had been taken over for the wounded at that place. He added that 
it appeared desirable to establish under the control of the Lines 
of Communication, at the latter place, a stationary hospital, which 
could supply a quantity of material, and that he had for that reason, 
ordered aU wounded in and east of Asbach to be evacuated to the 
field hospital at Petershausen. He stated that he had reported the 
disposition of the medical services on the battlefield to the principal 
mwiical officer of the Corps. 

The divisional commander expressed himself as satisfied with 
these arrangements, and directed the divisional medical officer to 
arrange for the relief of the medical personnel and material of unite 
as e&rly as possible. 
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Special Insteuctions, etc. 
1st Aemt Corps. 

At 8 p.m. an officer from army corps headquarters arrived at 
Bache D hausen, and brought the following written order: — 

"Army Corps Headquarters, Bettenbach. 

" 1st Army Corps. 23. XI., 7.30 p.m. 

*' Extract from the special instmctione of the let Army Corps for 
the Ist Inf. Div. at Bachenhausen. 

" 1. Ammunition Supply. — No. 2 Inf. Am. Col. and Nos. 3 and 4 
Art. Am. Cols, moving by Petershausen, will reach Kammerberg 
at midnight, and be at the disposal of the lat Inf. Div. Issue of 
ammunition is to be completed by 3 a.m. 

" 2. Supply. — An issuing depot of the 1st Army Corps will be at 
Tierkirchen at midnight. Supply wagons of the 1st Inf. Div. will 
move by Giebing and Kettenbaeb. Kations for 24. XL will be 
carried on the nian, supply wagons will load up with 2 days' rations. 
Eequisitioning area allotted to the Ist Inf. Div. : — the country 
between the Amper and the ülonn, north of the Petershausen — 
Fahrenzhausen road. Requisitioning will be begun as soon as 
possible. The supplies obtained will be collected at Fahrenzhausen, 
and handed over to the Field Intendant of the Ist Army Corps. 
The supply dep3t staff will reach the latter place to-morrow 
morning. 

" 3. Medical. — Field hospitalswill remain at work in their present 
positions till fnrther orders. Positions to be reported to army corps 
headquarters. 

The medical personnel and material of units will be relieved as 
soon as possible. 

Empty supply columns march, at 8 a.m. to-morrow, from Vier- 
kirchen by Eettenbach, KoUbach, Petersbausen, Jetzendorf and 
Gerolsbacli, to the line of communications, and are available for the 
transport of wounded, 

" 4, Prisoners and trophies will be handed over to-morrow, the 24th, 
at Ebersbach to Lt.-Col. A. of the 2nd Inf. Div. The latter will 
arrai^e for the evacuation of the battlefield. One battalion from each 
division will report to him at 4 a.m., 24. XI. 

" 5. Captured horses will be handed over to the horse depot, let 
Army Corps, at Weichs to-morrow. 

" 6. Idne of Communication, \st Army Corps. — Petershausen — 
Jetzendorf — Gerolsbach — ^Aresing — Schrobenhausen. Nearest station 
on the line of communication, Schrobenhausen, and, on the morning 
of 25. XI., Petersbausen. 

" 7. Postal. — .Field Post Office, 1st Army Corps, Eettenbach. 
Nearest permanent post office, Schrobenhausen. 

" Headquarters 1st Army Corps." 

The following note was added to the message : — " Units will 
probably march early to-morrow, 24. XI. to pursue the enemy. 
Touch must bo maintained with the enemy. Reconnoitre towards 
the Isar. Patrols towards Neutahrn, Aschering, and Freising are of 
special importance. 
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■" Corps orders will probably arrive late. Arrange to rouse units 
•quietly. The Corps Telegraph Detachment will connect Betteubach 
And Bachenhausen. 

" Army Corps Headquartera." 



1st Infantey Division. 

The divisional commander sent 2 cyclists at once to Giebing to 
the 2nd Inf. Bde., and an orderly to the lr?t Inf. Bde. at Yiehbach, 
with the following written order ; — 

" Bachenhausen, 23, XI., 8.15 p,ni. 

" To Ist Inf. Bde, at Viehbach, and 2nd Inf. Bde. at Giebing, 

" The 11th Inf. Bde, has reached the Amper and driven the enemy 
■over the river. It is quartered for the night in the area Fahrenz- 
hausen — Unter- Brück — Jarzt, 

" Divisional headquarters and the headquarters of the F.A. Bde, are 
■quartered for the night at Bachenhauaen. 

" The lat Inf. Bde. and the 2nd Inf. Bde. (with the 1st FA. Eegt) 
will pass the night in the areas allotted. Arrangements will be made 
to rouse troops quietly. 

" 1st Inf. Div." 

The general staff ofßcer then prepared the special instructions for 
23-24. XI. The order was reduplicated by the two adjutants of the 
division, and ran as follows : — 

" Divisional Headquarters, Bachenhauaen, 

23. XI., 8.45 p.m. 
" Special instructions of the 1st Inf. Div., 23-24. XI. 
" 1. Ammunition Supply. — S.A.A, carts have been ordered into the 
billeting areas. They will be emptied at once, and sent back to 
Kammerbei^ to refill. (2nd Inf. Am. Col., and 3rd and 4th Art. Am. 
•Cols, are at that place.) Vehicles of the 11th Inf. Bde., 2nd Chevau- 
legers Regt., and 7th F.A. Begt. will march to and fro by Lauter- 
bach. If wagons arrive at the same time they will refill in the 
following order : — 

11th luf. Bde., 2nd Chevaulegers Begt., 7th F.A. E^., 1st Inf. 
Bde., 2nd Inf. Bde. 

A field officer of the 1st F.A. Begt. will arrange for the issue of 
ammunition and regulate the traffic. 

" 2. Supply. — Supplies will be issued from field kitchens and supply 

"wagons. The latter will refill from the depSt of the Ist Army Corps 

at Vierkirchen. The wagons will march together by brigades closed 

■up. Heads of columns will move through Eettenbach as follows : — 

2nd Inf. Bde. and 1st F.A. Begt. at 11.30 p.m. 

Ist Inf. Bde. with divisional headquarters and headquarters of 

the F.A. Bde. not before 12 midnight. 
11th Inf. Bde. with 2nd Chevaulegers Begt., 7th r.A. Begt. and 
No. 1 Pioneer Coy. not before 12.30 a.m. 
Bations for to-morrow, the 24th, will he issued at once from the 
iflupply w^ons, and will be carried on the man. 

Beginning at 4 a.m. to-morrow, a company of the lltli Inf. Bde. 
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will requisitiou in the area east of the Hohenkanuner — Fahrenz- 
hausen road, a company of the 2nd Inf. Bde. will requisition in the 
area between that road and the Feterehausen — Fahrenzhauseti road. 
All supplies obtained are to be handed over to the divieicnal Intend- 
ant at Fahrenzhausen. 

" 3. Medical. — The field hospitals at Edenpfaffenhofen and Peters- 
liausen will remain at work. Dressing stations will be evacuated on 
them. 

The medical personnel and material of the latter will rejoin their 
units as soon as possible, at the latest, by 4 a.m. 

Wounded at TJnter-Bruck will he sent back to Petershansen 
to-morrow on requisitioned transport ; slightly wounded will be sent 
back on captured transport. 

Empty supply columns are leaving Vierkirchenat 8 a.m. to-morrow 
and will move by Eettenbach, Kammerbeig and Petersbausen, to the 
line of communications, they are available for the transport of the 
wounded. 

" 4. Prisoners and trophies. — One battalion 2nd Inf. Ede. (at 
Kammerberg) wUl remain behind to clear the battlefield. It will 
report at 4 a.m. to-morrow to Lt.-Col. A. at Ebersbach. 

" 5. The 1st and 11th Inf. Edes. wUl hand over prisoners and 
trophies as early as possible to-morrow to thia battalion, which will 
escort them to Ebersbach and hand them over to Lt.-CoI. A. 

Gmis captured in the area of the Hth Inf. Bde. will be horsed hy 
the 7th F.A. E^. and sent to Ebersbach. 

" 6. Captured horses will be handed over to No. 1 Horse depot, 
Ist Army Corps, at Weichs by 12 noon to-morrow. 

" 7. Li?ie of communicaiions. — The line of communications of the 
Ist Army Corps runs through Peterahauseu — Jetzendorf — Gerolsbach 
— Aresing — Schrobenhausen. Nearest station on the line of com- 
munications, Schrobenhausen, and, after the morning of the 25th, 



" 8. The strictest march discipline will he observed in all transport, 
righl; aides of , roads to be kept free. Transport which is not 
marching will be clear of the roads. 

" 9. Postal. — The post office of the 1st Inf. Div. is at Bachenhausen. 
All letters addressed to killed, wounded and missing will he returned 
at once to the field post oUice, Postmen will call at Fahrenzhausen, 
Giebing, and Kammerberg for letters at 2 a.Di. 

" 10. Telephone stations Kammerbei^, Bachenhausen, Fahrenz- 
hausen. " Ist Infantry Division." 

" Note. — Unite will probably march early to-morrow, 24th. 
Arrangements will be made for rousing troops quietly. Representa- 
tives for orders will be sent to divisional headquarters." 

As soon as this order was issued to the representatives of units, 
with instructions to deliver it at once, the divisional Intendant wns 
directed to go to Fahrenzhaueen during the night and prepare for the 
establishment of a depot there, and to t^e over all supplies collected by 
the 11th Inf. Ede. 

A police patrol was ordered to go to the Fahrenzhausen — Bachen- 
hausen — Kammerberg road, and to keep order on it. The senior 
medical officer of the division was then requested to expedit« the. 
evacuation of wounded from the chief dressing station at Asbach tO' 
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the field hospitals at Aufhausen and Peterahausen, and to report wheu 
the personnel and material of the bearer company would be available 
for further employment. He was told that it was necessary that 
part of the company should be at Kammerberg by 4 a.m, on the 
24th. 

The pioneer company reached Baehenhausen about 9 p.m., and 
was followed by the field kitchens, the S.A.A. carts, and the 2iid line 
transport of the 11th Inf. Bde., in that order, Next came the 
divisional bridging train, which was followed by the 2nd line trans- 
port of divisional headquarters, of the 2nd Chevaulegers Begt., of the 
7th RA. Eegt., and of the Ist Inf. Bde. 

The pioneer company and the divisional bridging train were 
ordered to march to Unter-Bruck to repair the bridge over the Amper, 
which had been destroyed at that place. The transport of divisional 
headquarters and of the headquarters of the 1st F.A. Bde. and of 
the Ist Inf. Bde. was halted. The field post otSee of the Ist Inf. Div., 
which arrived with the 2nd line transport, was directed to start work 
at Baehenhausen and to send postmen to collect letters at Fahrenz- 
hausen, Giebing, and Kammerberg. At the same time the postal 
official in chai^ was informed that the post olfice of the Ist Army 
Corps was established at Eettenbaeh. and that the nearest post office 
on the line of communications was at Schrobenhatiseu. 

Soon afterwards the 1st divisional adjutant came in and reported 
that the 2nd Inf. Bde. had received its transport. The clerks of the 
divisional headquarters were then estabhshed in the office room, the red 
lantern inscribed 1st Inf. Div, was fixed to the house and lighted. 
Instructions were issued, besides, that lights were to be kept burning 
in the office, and that two men of the escort were always to be on duty 
there. They were directed to rouse the general staff officer when- 
ever orders or reports came in. 

At 9,30 p.m. a serjeant of the corps telephone detachment 
reported himself to divisional headquarters. Telegraphic connection 
was estabhshed with army corps headquarters, and the telegi'aph 
station was placed in the house next to the divisional office. 

Telephonic communication was also working with 11th and 1st 
Inf. Bdes. 

llTH Infantry Bkigade. 

After the divisional commander had left the 11th Inf, Bde,, the 
brigadier issued the following verbal order at 7.45 p.m. to his 
regimental commanders, who had been sent for : — 

" The enemy has been driven behind the Amper, and has blown 
up the bridge at Unter-Bruck. 

" The 2nd Chevaul^ers Regt, is at Unter-Bruck, and has a number 
of prisoners. 

" The brigade, with the 2nd Chevaulegers Kegt, and the 7th F.A. 
Eegt, will go into quarters in the area Unter-Bruck — Fahrenzhausen 
— Jarzt, 

"The 2nd Bn,, 10th Inf. Eegt., and the Machine Gnn 

Coy., 10th Inf, Regt., will form uie ontpoats, they will move 

to Unter-Bruck and watch the line of the Amper from the 

junction of the backwater, 500 metres south of Unter-Bruck bridge 

■ (b760) b 
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(inclusive), with the main stream, to Weng (inclusive), and will 
reconnoitre towards Hölenzhausen, Hetzenhausen, and Glesseltshausen. 
The outposts will connect with 2iid Inf. Div. at Obemdorf, and patrol 
along the Amper to Thurnsberg. , 

" The pioneer company of the division and the divisional bridging 
train are moving to-night to Unter-Brnck to repair the bridge. 
Suitable material will be requisitioned. 

" The 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. will send 1 troop to the 2nd Bn., 
10th Inf. Eegt., and will occnpy the bridge at Thnmabei^ with 
1 squadron. 

" Officer's patrols will be sent to-night to Grüneek near Neufahrn, 
on the Isar, to Äschering, to Freising, and also towards Schleissheim 
and Garching. 

"The enemy's times of retreat must be discovered, and touch 
maintained with him in any circumstances. 

" Billets and bivouacs are allotted as follows : — 

" 10th Inf. Eegt. 1 at Fahren zhausen, under the orders of the com- 
" 7th F.A. Eegt. / mander of the 10th Inf. Eegt. 
" 13th Inf. Eegt. "l at JartK. under the orders of the com- 

" 2nd Chevaulegers Eegt. J mander of the ISth Inf. Eegt. 

" Supplies will be issued from field kitchens and supply wagons. 
2nd line transport has been ordered up to units. 

" Brigade headquarters will be at Fahrenzhausen. Eepresenta- 
tives for orders will be sent to that place as soon as possible, and 
also a signalling party of the 10th Inf. Eegt, with lanterns." 

" The brigade office was then established at Fahrenzhausen, and 
waa marked outside by a number of lanterns. 

The brigade received the instructions of the division for 23-24. 
XI. at 9.15 p.m. While the brigade major (adjviant) was reading 
these throi^h, the commander of the 2Dd line transport of the 
11th Inf. Bde. arrived, the supply ofiieers in chaise of the field 
kitchens being with him. He reported as follows : — 

"The 2nd line transport, with supply wagons at the head, will 
reach Fahrenzhausen in 15 minutes. The S.Ä.Ä. carts of the 11th 
Inf. Bde, are immediately in rear of it. The 2nd line transport of 
the 2nd Chevaulegers K^t., of the 7th F.A. Eegt., and the divisional 
bridging train come next. The pioneer company and the field 
kitchens are in front of the 2nd line transport of the 11th Inf. Bde." 

The commander of the pioneer company reported himself shortly 
afterwards. 

The brigade major requested the commander of the 2nd line 
transport and the supply officers, to post themselves at the entrance 
to Fahrenzhausen, and to direct the transport to its units. They 
were told that the 13th Inf. Eegt. and the 2nd Chevaulegers E^t. 
were quartered at Jarzt ; the 10th Inf. Eegt., and the 7th F.A. Eegt. 
at Fahrenzhausen ; and the 2nd Bn., 10th Inf. Eegt. at Unter- 
Bruok. 

The commander of the pioneer company was then informed that 
the brigade was bivouacking at Fahrenzhausen and Jarzt, and that 
the 2nd Bn., 10th Inf. Eegt., at Unter-Bruck, had been instructed to 
give him every assistance. The company was told to leave behind 
a representative for orders. 
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The brigade major then prepared the following notification on 
a message form, addressed to : — 

10th Inf. Regt. 
7th F.A. Eegt. 
13th Inf. Kegt. 
2nd Chevaulegerfl Eegt. 
2nd Bn., 10th Inf. R^. 
Pioneer Coy, 
9.30 p.m. 
" Ammunition pouches will be filled as aoon as the S.A.A. carts 
arrive. Rations for to-morrow, the 24th, will be drawn from the 
supply wagons. They will be prepared and carried on the man. 

" Field kitchens and 2nd line transport which have just reached 
Fahrenzhausen have been ordered to unite. Orders follow." 

The brigade major then prepared the special instructions for the 
br^ade, which he dictated to representatives who had arrived in the 
meantime. 

"Brigade Headquarters, Fahrenzhausen, 23, XI., 10 p.m. 
" Special instruction for 23-24. XI. 

" 1, Ammunition Supply. — Infantiy S.A.A. carts and artillery 
ammunition wagons will be assembled at 11 p.m. on the main 
Fahrenzhausen — Hohenkammer road. Those which arrive first will 
be drawn up level with the brick-field (Zgl), 1 kilometre west of 
Jarzt, and will move under a mounted officer of the 13th Inf. Begt, 
by Lauterbach to Kammerberg to refill. They will return by the 
same road. 

" 2. Supply. — Supply wagons will be ready to move off at 
11.30 p.m. as follows : — 

" Br^ade Headquarters, 10th Inf. Regt., 7th F.Ä. E^t., in that 
order, on the Fahrenzhausen — Sachenhausen road Rear 
at the cross-roads 200 metres north of Fahrenzhausen. 
" 13th Inf. Regt., 2nd Chevaul^ers Regt., on the Jarzt — Fahrenz- 
hausen road ; 2iid Bn., 10th Inf. Regt,, and Pioneer Coy., 
on the Unter-Bruck — Fahrenzhausen road ; heads of both 
columns at the above-mentioned cross-roads. They will 
move, under the senior supply officer, by Kammerbei^ and 
Giebing to Vierkirchen, where they will fill up from the 
depot of the 1st Army Corps with 2 days' supplies. 
" 3. The strictest discipline will be maintained in the transport, 
which will move on the right side of the road. Transport will halt 
clear of vill^ea. 

'* 4. Med'M. — Dressing stations will be evacuated on No. 1 Field 
Hospital at Aufhausen, and No, 2 Field Hospital at Petershauaen. 
Severely wounded from Fahrenzhausen, Unter-Bnick and Jarzt will 
be sent to-morrow on requisitioned transport to Petershausen. Part 
of the medical personnel and material of units will be available at 
4 a.m, 

" 5. Prisoners. — All prisoners, trophies, and horses taken by the 
11th Inf. Bde. ai-e to be handed over at Fahrenzhausen to a company 
of the 10th Inf. Regt., which will escort them to Kammerbeig and 
hand them over to the 2nd Inf. Bde. The 7th F.A. R^t. will at the 
same time arrange for the transport of captured guns to Ebersbaoh; 
(B 760) B 2 
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"6. BequigUüm.—! company, 13th Inf. Eegt., which has been 
ordered to requisition to-morrow, will receive special instructions. 

" 7. Line o/Ctmimunication. — The line of communication, Ist Array 
Corps, is Peterahausen— Jetzendorf — Oerolsbach — A resin g — Schroben- 
hausen. Nearest station on the L. of C, Schrobenhausen, and, on (he 
morning of 25. XI„ Petershausen, 

" 8, Postal. — Field post office of the lat Inf. Div, ia at Bachen- 
hausen. Letters addressed to wounded, killed, and missing, will be 
returned at once to the field post office. Letters will be despatched 
from brigade headquarters at Fahrenzbausen at 2 a.ra. to-morrow. 

" 11th Inf. Bde." 

13th ISFANl-KY EkGIMENT. REQUISITIONING. 

The instructions sent in the course of the n^ht to the 13th Inf. 
Begt. for the company detailed for requisitioning ran aa follows : — 

" The company will requisition in the area between the Fahrenz- 
hauaen— Hohenkammer road, the Amper and the Glonn, beginning 
at 4 a.ia, to-morrow, the 24th. Articles specially required are : — 
slaughter cattle, flour, vegetables, and potatoea. Vehicles will be 
requisitioned for transport purposes; receipts will be given. Any 
resistance on the part of the inhabitants will be severely repressed. 

"All articles requisitioned will be delivered to the divisional 
Inteudant at Fahrenzhauaeu. The company will rejoin immediately 
on completioD of the duty." 

2nd Bn., 10th Infantkt Eeoiment. Protection. 

Finally it may be of interest to see how the 2nd Bn., 10th Inf. 
Kegt., carried out the protective duties allotted to it. 

The first order issued was : — 

" The battalion, followed by the machine gun company, will move 
on Unter-Bruck." The battalion and company commanders then 
trotted on ahead. 

The following verbal order to the company commanders was 
issued between 8 p.m. and 8.15 p.m., during the ride and in Unter- 
Bruck : — 

" The enemy has retired behind the Amper, and has left a number 
of prisoners in the hands of the 2nd Chevaul^ers Regt, which is in 
front at Unter-Bruck. The bridge at Unter-Eruck has been blown 
«ip. 

" The 10th Inf. Eegt. and the 7th F.A Regt, are quartered at 
Fahreazhausen, where brigade headquarters aie also. 

■'The 13th Inf. Regt, and the Chevaulegers Regt, are quartered at 
Jarzt. 

" The 1st Inf. Bde. has pursued the enemy as far as Viehbach and 
Bachenhausen, The 2nd Inf. Bde. is at Geibing and Kammerberg. 

" The 2nd Bn., 10th Inf. Regt., has to find the outposts from the 
mouth of the backwater, 500 metres south of the Unter-Bruck bri(^ 
as far as Weng (inclusive). 

" No. 6 Coy. will bivouac at the south-east exit of Unter-Bruck, 
No. 7 Coy. at the north-east exit, No. 8 Coy, will be in Unter-Bruck, 
south of the main road. 
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" The commander of No, 7 Coy, will arrange for requisitioniDg in 
TJnter-Eruck. 

"No, 6 Coy, will occupy the bridge with a piquet, and will find 
the outposts from the mouth of the backwater as far as the pUkntation 
on both sides of the Amper (north of the bridge), inclusive. It will 
construct foot-bridgea. It will reconnoitre towards Lohhof, Hohtenz- 
hauseu and Hetzenhausen. It will connect with the 2nd Inf. l>iv. 
up stream, 

" No. 5 Coy. will move by Jarzt to the small wood in the bend of 
the Amper, east of ihat place. It will occupy Weng and the crossing 
there, and extend the left of No. 1 Coy. as far as Weng, inclusive. 

" The machine gun company will send I eection to No, 5 Coy. 
and 1 section to No. 6 Coy., the remaining section will be at my 
disposal with No. 8 Coy. 

"The machine gun company will reconnoitre towards Gross- 
Eisenbach and Gesseltshausen, It will connect with the 13th Inf. 
it«gt. at Jarzt and with Thurnsberg, which 1 squadron, 2nd Chevau- 
Jegers Kegt, has been ordered to occupy to-night. 

" In case of attack the Amper, and more especially the bridge, 
will be held. 

" No, 7 Coy. will send a half section to Fahrenzhausen and another 
half section to Jarzt, to requisition wagons, teams, planks, ropes, etc., 
for the repair of the bridge. All material will be brought to 
Unter-Bruck. 

" Six troopers of the troop of Chevaulegers, which will be quartered 
with No. 7 Coy., will be attached to No. 5 Coy., and 6 more to No. 6 
Coy. 

" Eations will be issued from the field kitchens. No. 4 {sic) Coy.* 
will draw its supplies in Unter-Bruck, where all the vehicles of the 
battalion will be parked with No. .S {sic) Coy.f 

" Battalion headquarters wilt be with No. 3 (sic) Coy.f 

" The field kitchens will be at once refilled from the supply 
wagons, and a second ration will be prepared for to-morrow. Sick and 
wounded will be sent to Unter-Bruck, where medical undei^officer M. 
of No. 6 Coy. and 2 stretcher-bearers will prepare a room for the 
reception of wounded." 

As such special instructions as would be issued in the regiments 
would be only extracts and repetitions of those issued by the br^ade, 
I do not think it necessary to give them. 



This brings me to the end of my little study. Its object has been 
not so much to present specially difficult situations designed to 
practise those who worked them out in forming decisions, as to 
illustrate the principles on which such orders as would be issued in a 
modem battle on a large scale should be based. 

It may be more amusing to occupy oneself with the action of 
small independent detachments, but I hold that the study and 
detailed working out of the requirements and details of a great 
strudle between two large armies is of more use. In this, leas 



« ShouM be No. 8 Coy. G.S. 
+ Should be No. 7 Coy. G.S. 
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scope is left for the initiative of the individual, and the difficult task 
of obeying, and of working in co-operation with another man's ideas, 
takes the place of the delights of independent coDimand ; subordina- 
tion of self takes the place of tactical liberty of action. A battle on 
a large scale makes a more severe demand upon a leader of an inde- 
pendent mind, it requires him to work in accordance with the ideas 
of a superior, and to subordinate his own ideas and wishes. But 
here, as in every other case, victory over self is the noblest victory. 

My First Edition closes with these words. I wish to leave them 
at the end of my Second Edition for I have no reason to change 
them. 

I am still, as formerly, of the opinion that it is a matter of life 
and death for the armies of the great continental nations to study 
wai' on a large scale. We must get to know, and must consider, the 
limitations within which the decisive struggle of these days la fought 
out. We must also know the demands which modem leadership 
makes upon the discipline and subordination of all commanders, if 
they are not to see the power of control shp from their grasp. The 
Imperial Manueuvres prove conclusively every year that we have not 
got the idea of co-operation on the battlefield within the sense of the 
instructions emanating from higher authority, that we often place the 
attainment of cheap personal glory higher than playing our proper 
part in the whole scheme. The laige number of small tactical 
exercises which we practise have a bad effect in this respect. 

Let us therefore work together, and study war on a large scale, at 
least in theory, so that when the real trial comes we may not be 
taken by surprise, and ruay not have to go through the bitter 
experience of unlearning, under the stress of compulsion, much of 
what we have learnt and taught in peace. 

VON KlKSLISa. 
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THE DEFENCE. 



PREFACE. 



The cordial reception whicli the military world na.\e to mj first attempt to 
illustrate the technique of battle orders in a series of practical exercises has 
induced me to produce this second sniall book. la the first part I was only 
able to deal with certaiu phases of the modem battle, Le., the attack, the 
envelopment, and the pursuit immediately following the battle. The present 
work deals wich the defence in a similar manner. In accordance with many 
requests I have included a number of explanations in the text, in order to shnw, 
on the one hand, how the various tactical decisions have been arrived at, and 
on the other, to justify those decisions. 

In doing this, attention has been paid to the new " Field Service Regulations' 
and medical orders in the field as well as special instructions (formerly called 
orders of the day) have been included. My intention is to give a complete 
picture of the methods of preparing such orders as aflect a unit during the 
course of one day. 

I must not neglect, however, to mention here that my orders are not sealed 
patterns, but rather examples of how orders mav be issued to meet specific 
situations. Some one else would probably employ different expressions to 
arrive at the same result. 

My only intention is to lay the foundation for a thorough system of self- 
instruction, which has for its object training in the preparation of orders. The 
only royal road is constant practice, and it is this which I wish to assist. 

I have kid special emphasis on the fact that the will and attention of the 
commander must be clearly expressed in every order. The habit of clear and 
exact expression, and the knowledge of what it :s necessary for subordinates to 
know, ia order that they may be able to carry out the intention of their superior, 
are just as necessary as is the assumption of responsibility for orders whicli 
hftve once been issued. Orders, the meaning of which is not clear, and 
instructions for eventualities are usually the outcome of a want of clear 
thinking. Tliey are often also the result of a desire to avoid responsibility, in 
that they leave the choice of means to the subordinate. Readiness to accept 
responsibility is just as important in military life in peace time as it is in war ; 
it IS essential to snccess that it should be clearly expressed in all orders in 
definite tangu^e, which cannot be misinterpreted, and this ia a goal which 
peace training must strive to reach. 

I must express my thanks to those gentlemen who helped in working out the 
examples of orders here presented for the great assistance which they have 

Haws von Kibsliho. 
München, 

September, 1908. 
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GENERAL IDEA. 

A Bed army coming from the north is advancing on MüQohea 
through Aichach and Schrohenhausen. A Blue army ia advancing 
through München against it. 

The Danube forms the frontier between Ked and Blue. Ingolstadt 
is a Ked frontier fortress. 



SPECIAL IDEA. 



The Blue army crossed the Amper north and west of Dachau on 
the 22, XL, and at 9 a.m. on that day was advancing between the 
Amper and the Glonn with the object of defending the he^hts on 
the south bank of the latter river. 

The 5th Army Corps on the right wing was advancing by 
Robrmoos on Fasenbach and Kloster-lndeisdorf. 

The 1st Reserve Infantry Brigade (Ist Res. Inf. Regt., 2nd Res. 
Inf. Regt., each of three battalions and one machine gun company, 
Ist Sq., Ist Res. Cav. Regt., one section of the Ist Field Telephone 
Detachment), which had originally been detached towards 
Freiaing to observe Ingolstadt, had reached Kammerbei^ with the 
head of its advanced guard at 10 a.m. on 22. XI. 

Advanced Guard. 

1st Bn., 1st Res. Inf. Regt., It was moving as in the 

machine gun coy., 1st Res. Inf. mai^in, from Freising by 

Regt., 1st squaäroD, Ist Res. Thumsbei^ on Yierkirehen, 

Cav. Regt. where it was to form the 

right wing of the army. 

Main tody in order of march. 

At 1,000 metres distance — 

Two connecting files, 1st 
Sq., Ist Res. Cav. Regt., one 
section 1st Tel. Det., Ist Res, 
Inf. Regt, (less 1st Bn. and 
m, gn. coy.), 2iid Res. Inf. 
Regt., 2ud line transport (at 
5 kilometres distance). 

At that hour the brigade commander, who was at the head 
of the main body, received the following order from the 5th 
Army Corps : — 
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" 5th Army Corps. Gross Iiizemoos, 

22. XL, 9.15 a.in. 
" To Ist Ees. Inf. Bde. 

(By Eiede n zhof eneu — Vierkirehen— Kammer berg). 

" The army will hold the south bank of the Glonn against the 
enemy, who is reported to be advancing by Klenau, Schiltberg and 
Aichach. The section Jedenhofen — Kloster-Indersdorf is allotted to 
the 5th Army Corps, The 9th Inf. Div. will occupy the line 
Zillhofen (inclusive) — Kloster-Indersdorf (inclusive). The 10th Inf. 
Div., which will not reach Eöhnnoos till 2 p.ni., is advancing by 
£iedeQzhofen and Vierkirehen on Bettenbach and Giebing to form 
the right wing of the Army Corps. The lat Ees. Inf. Bde., which 
is attached to the 5th Army Corps, will hold the section Jedenhofen 
(inclusive) — Albertshofeii (inclusive). It will advance and occupy 
this section to-day (22nd), and will be responsible for the right of 
the Army Corps, until the arrival of the 16th Inf. Div. 

" Army Corps headtiuarters will be at Esterhoten from 12 noon. 
(By motor.) Z. 

General." 

At the same time the following report arrived from the com- 
mander of the 1st Sq., 1st Res. Cav. E^t. : — 

"Advanced guard squadron. East of Jedenhofen, 

22. XI„ 9 a.m. 

"Am east of Jedenhofen, in tonch with enemy's cavalry in 
strength on the hills at Aufhausen. Have occupied the crossings at^ 
Peter shausen, Asbach, and Jedenhofen with mounted troopers, 

" The water in the Glonn is low ; it is fordable by infantry except 
at one or two deep places ; mounted troops can only cross at the 
bridges. The infantry of the 9th Inf. Div., which has just arrived, 
is entrenching at Zillhofen. Orders will reach me at the hill east 
of Jedenhofen." 

This report was marked as read by the commander of the advanced 
guard, (lat Bn., Ist Ees. Inf. Begt.) 

Required : — (1) The orders and action of the br^ade staff in view 
of the above order and of the situation. (The only officers of the 
brigade staff, besides tlie brigade commander, are the brigade major 
and one orderly officer.) 

(2) The orders and action of subordinate commanders. 



Oedeks and Action of the Brigade Staff' at 10 a.m. 

(a) The brigade commander first sent the following order to the 
column by cyclists : — 

" Begimental commanders to come to the brigade commander at 
the head of the main body." 
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(i) On the arrival of the regimental comniaiiders he issued the 
followiog order at 10.25 a.m. t — 

" Col. A. (comdg. 2ud Res. Inf. Regt.) will take over command of 
the brigade and will advance to Vierkirchen. The advanced guard 
will be ordei'ed to advance to Jedenhofen to cover the brigade at 
that place. The main body will hall at Vierkirchen and dinners will 
be issued from the field kitchens. The brigade will be ready to 
march at short notice, as the position Jedenhofen^Albertshofen must 
be prepared for defence to-day. The brigade will hold that position 
against the enemy, who is expected from the far side of the Glonn 
from the north-west, and will connect with the 9th Inf. Div. which 
is on its left. 

" Kollbach and Petershausen are to be observed. A look-out must 
be kept towards Eöhrmoos, through which the 10th Inf. Div. will be 
marching at 2 p.m. from Eiedeuahofen and Vierkirchen towards 
Rettenbacb and Giebing, The march of that division must not be 
interfered with. 

" Tool and technical w^ons will join the regiments. Entrenching 
tools will be requisitioned from the places marched through and 
brought on. I am going forward to the position." 

The staff then rode forward and reached the commander of the 
advanced guard at 10,45 a.m. That officer had just reached 
Kettenbach and was riding between the vanguard and the main 
guard. The following verbal order was issued to him : — 

(c) " The brigade will hold the line Jedenhofen — Albertahofen in 
co-operation with the 5th Army Corps, to which it is attached, 
against attack from the north-west, and will prepare that position for 
defence to-day. 

"The 9th Inf. Div. holds the line from Zillhofon to Kloster- 
Indersdorf ; the 10th Inf. Div. is expected at RÖhrmoos at 2 p.m., and 
will move thence to Rettenbacb and Giebing to guard the r^bt flank. 
Tou will send the machine gun company back to join its regiment at 
Vierkirchen, and will move to Jedenhofen to cover the br^ade, which 
wül halt at Vierkirchen. Later you will have to cover the br^ade 
while it is eutrenehii^ this afternoon. Reconnoitre at once towards 
Petershausen, Aufhausen and Weicha, and get connection with the 
9th Inf. Div., parts of which are already entrenching at Zillhofen, I 
am going forward to Jedenhofen." 

(d) The orderly officer of the brigade was given four orderlies, and 
was told to ride' to the 9th Inf. Div. to act as reporting officer ; he 
was told to report the dispositions of and orders received by the 
brigade, and to send information as soon as possible as to the 
intentions and dispositions of the 9th Inf. Div. as well as anything 
that was known anout the enemy. 
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Orders and Action of the Subordinate Commanders based 

UPON TUE OKDEEiS OP THE BkIOADE COMMANDER. 

The Main Bodv, 

Colonel A., who waa placed in temporary command of the brigade, 
isBued the following verbal order at 10.30 a.m., immediately after 
the brigade staff had ridden off, to the two regimental commanders 
who were with him : — 

(a) " The brigade will bait at Vierkirehen, and dinners will be 
issued from the field kitchens. 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. will send one 
section, with the addition of two cyclists and a detachment of 
signallers, under an officer, to KoUbach, to cover the brigade. This 
officer occupy the bridge at Peterehausen, will watch the far 
bank of the Glonn, and endeavour to establish signal communication 
with Vierkirehen. 2nd Ites. Inf. Eegt. will arrange for requisitioning 
entrenching tools and material for obstacles and over-head cover from 
Kammerbei^, Giebing, Rettenbach and Vierkirehen, and also 
will requisition the necessary transport. A mounted officer from 
«ach regiment will be sent to me at once to receive further 
information as to the situation, and to reconnoitre positions for 
bivouac." 

(Ö) The adjutant next prepared a mess^e to the second line 
transport which was forwarded by cyclist after being approved by the 
officer in command of the brigade. It tan as follows : — 

" 1st Kes. Inf. Brigade. Giebing, 

22. XL, 10.35 a.m. 
" To second line transport, via Kammerbei^ and Lauterbach, 

"The brigade will halt at Vierkirehen where dinners will be 
issued. Tool and technical wagons will proceed at a trot to join the 
brigade ; the remainder of the 2nd line transport will follow to 
Vierkirehen, where bivouacs will be allotted. One officer will be 
sent forward to Vierkirehen." 

A., 

Colonel. 

In temporary command of the brigade, 

(c) At 10.45 a.m., as the head of the main body wi« approaching 
Kammerberg, Captains M. and N. of the 1st and 2nd Res. Inf. Eegts. 
respectively reported themselves. « 

They received the following verbal instructions : — 

" The brigade will halt at Vierkirehen and dinners will be issued 
from the field kitchens. The 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. will be west of 
Vierkirehen, and the 2nd Kea. Inf. Eegt. east of that place and at 
Rammelsbaeh. No troops are to be south of the Esterhofen — 
Vierkirehen — Eettenbach road. The advanced guard has been 
pushed forward to the neighbourhood of Jedenhofen to cover the 
brigade. You will reconnoitre halting places for the battalions of 
your regiments, and will arrange for the allotment of areas for 
water, wood, and straw at Passenbach, Esterhofen, Rammelsbaeh, and 
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Vierkirchen. The troops shoulJ, if possible, be placed under cover. 
Start at once." 

At 11 a.m., as the head of the maiu body was approaching the 
eastern exit of Eettenbach, the officer in command of the brigade 
rode forward to Vierkirchen, where he received reports as to the 
halting plac«s which had been reconnoitred. He then dictated to 
his adjutant the following order, which was taken down on a message 
form : — 

" 1st Eea Inf. Bde. "Vierkirchen, 

22. XI., 11.15 a.m. 
" Brigade order No. 1 for 22. XI. 

" 1. The brigade will halt at Vierkirchen, and dinners will be 
issued from the field kitchens. 

" 2. The ground west of Vierkirchen as far as the railway is allotted 
to the 1st Ees. Inf.* Eegt. The ground between the 1st Ees. Inf. 
Eegt, and Vierkirchen, and the ground east of Vierkirchen half way 
to Bettenbach, are allotted to the 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt. 

Captains N. and M. will point out the exact position of halting 
places. No troops are to he south of the Esterhofen — Vierkirchen — 
Eettenbach road. 

"3. The following areas are allotted for water, if required, for 
requisitioning wood and straw, and for shelter : — 

To the 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt., Esterhofen, Passenbach and Vierkirchen 
west of the church. 

To the 2nd Eea Inf. Eegt., Eammelsbach and Vierkirchen east of 
the church. 

"4. Ist line transport will be parked with units. The 2ud line 
transport has been ordered up and will halt immediately in rear of the 
2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt. Tool and technical wagons will join their 



5. No transport is to be in Vierkirchen. Eoads are to be kept 
clear. Captain N. is responsible for the maintenance of order in 
Vierkirchen. 

The march of the 10th Inf Div., which ia moving about 3 p.ni. 
from Eohrmoos through Vierkirchen on Eettenbach, must not be 
interfered with. 

" 6. The advanced guard has been pushed forward to the neighbour- 
hood of Jedenhofen to cover the brigada One sectioo, 1st Ete. Inf. 
Eegt., is at Kollbach. 

" v. A signalling detachment, 2nd Ees. Inf. E^t. will endeavour 
to get connection with Kollbach from the church tower of 
Vierkirchen (transmTtting station at Eettenbach if necessary). 

" 8. I shall be at Eammelsbach ; representatives of regiments will 
come there for orders." A., 

Colonel. 

A message form with this order was then given to each of the two 
captains, who had been ordered to reconnoitre the halting places. 
They were instructed to band them to their regimental commanders, 
and to report to the latter as to the halting places reconnoitred ; they 
were also directed to guide the battalions to their halting 
places. 
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Orders issued m the 1st Bes. Ixf. Ebgt. 

Captain M. met the officer in the command of the Ist Bea. Inf. 
Eegc. (2 battalions) at the head of the 2nd Battalion, which was 
ju9t approaching Vierkirehen. He handed over the brigade order and 
reported as follows : — "I have reconnoitred two halting places. The 
first for the 2nd battalion is immediately east of the railway, at the 
point where the track from Vierkirchen crosses it 800 metres north of 
Esterhofen station, 

" The 3rd Battalion had best turn west of Vierkirehen and bivouac 
by companies on either side of the lane leading to Eammelsbach. It 
ahould not be north of the big bend in this lane between Vierkirehen 
and Eammelsbach. 

" Esterhofen and Passenbach are available for the 2nd Battalion for 
requisitioning wood and straw, and for water and shelter. Vierkirclien, 
west of the church, is available for the Srd Battalion. The ground is 
dry ; the big ridge running west from Eammelsbach, aflbrds cover from 
the north." 

The battalion commanders, who had previously been ordered to 
come to the regimental commander, then received the following verbal 
order at 11.35 a.m, : — 

" The brigade, which will prepare a defensive position ou the south 
bank of the G-lonn this afternoon, the 22nd, will halt at Vierkirehen, 
and dinners will be issued from the field kitchens. The ground about 
Eammelsbach and east of Vierkirehen is allotted to the 2nd Ees. Inf. 
Eegt., and that west of Vierkirehen, as far as the railway, to the 1st 
Ees. Inf. Eegt. The advanced guard is covering the brigade in the 
neighbourhood of Jedenhofen. 

" The 2nd Battalion will halt east of the railway, at the point where 
the track from Vierkirehen crosses it 800 metres north of 
Esterhofen. 

" The 3rd Battalion will halt immediately west of Vierkirehen, on 
«ither side of the lane leading to Kammelsbacb. Both battalions will 
'be covered from the north. 

" The 2nd Battalion will watch the left Öank and towaixls 
Jedenhofen. 

" The following areas are allotted for water, for requisitioning wood 
and straw, and for shelter ; — 

" To the 2nd Battalion, Passenbach and Esterhofen. 

" To the 3rd Battalion, Vierkirehen west of the church, 

" 2nd line transport will be parked with units. All roads in 
Vierkirehen, where Captain M. is responsible for order, will be kept 
■free from vehicles. The march of the 10th Inf. Div., which is moving 
About 3 p.m. from Eöhrmoos through Vierkirehen on Eettenbach, 
must not be interfered with. 

" The 2nd line transport will halt with the 2nd Ees. Inf. B^. 
Eegimental headquarters will be at' the church at Vierkirehen. 
Eepresentatives of battalions will be there by 12 noon for 
orders. 

"The battalions will march through Vierkirehen together, and 
afterwards will move independently to their halting places." 

The battalions reached the allotted areas about 11.30 a.m. The 
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2Tid Battalion halted in column. It posted two observation posts on 
the hills west of the railway, one of which could see towards Jeden- 
hofen, while the other could wat«h the Passenbach — Albertshofen 
road. A stroug patrol waa sent towards the wood east of Alberts- 
hofen, and a piquet was posted on the ridge north of the bivouac 
ground. The battalion headquarters were established at the railway 
station adjoining. Meanwhile, the men had taken olf their packs^ 
parties had been sent off for water, horses were taken to water, and 
the 1st line transport was drawn up behind the companies. The 
held kitehens were halted on a flank, and dinners were cooked and 
ready for issue at 12.30 p.m., fires having been lighted during the 
march. 

The .3rd Battalion had distributed its companies singly over the 
available ground ; they halted in various formations. An observation 
post was placed on the ridge which ran just to the north. The 2Qd 
line transport was parked together behind the battalion, the field 
kitchens only being brought up to the companies when dinners were 
ready. 

Orders issued in the 2nd Res. Inf. Ekgt. 

Captain N. of the 2nd Eea, Inf. Eegt., who met his regimental 
commander aa he was riding through Eettenbach, gave him the brigade 
order and reported : — " The Ist Battalion had best halt in and round 
Rammelsbach, as the companies can find room. The 2nd Battalion 
should halt immediately north of Vierkirchen with its left level with 
the church. The 3rd Battalion should halt on the east side of 
Vierkirchen north of the road to Eettenbach. 

" Eammelsbach is available for the Ist Battalion for water, for 
requisitioning wood and straw, and for shelter. The north part of 
Vierkirchen east of the church is available for the 2nd Battalion, and 
the soutliern part east of the church for the 3rd Battalion, I will 
make a further reconnaissance of the quarters available and indicate 
their distribution clearly. The ground is dry meadow-land, springs 
are numerous and well supplied with water." 

The regimental commander then issued the following verbal order 
to his battalion commander, who had come up : — 

" The brigade will halt at Vierkirchen and dinners will be issued 
from the field kitchens. 

" The advanced guard is covering the brigade in the neighbourhood 
of Jedenhofen, one section Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt. is at Kollbach. The 
2nd Ees. Inf. Regt, will halt at Eammelsbach and Vierkirchen, 
Detailed arrangements will be made by Captain N., who will guide the 
battalions. 

" The 3rd Battalion will watch the front towards Piflitz, Kollbach, 
and Asbach, and will also recounoitre the wood north of 
Vierkirchen. 

" Transport will join its unite, roads are to be clear. The brigadier 
has directed Captain M., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt., to preserve order in 
Vierkirchen ; the 10th Inf. Div. is marching about 3 p.m. from 
Eöhrmoos through Vierkirchen on Eettenbach ; its march must not be 
interfered with. A signalling party of the 2nd Battalion will 
endeavour to get connection with Kollbach from the church 
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tower of Vierkirchen (branamitting station at Eettenbach if 



" Kegimenbal headquarters will be at Rammelsbach. Represent- 
atives of battalions will come there at uoon for orders." 

Captain W. then galloped forward with the battalion commanders 
north of the road and gave the necessary directions as to the allotment 
of the various localities for requisitioning wood and straw, and for 
water. He then pointed out the bivouacs, and proceeded to 
Vierkirchen in order to reconnoitre and allot quarters for the various 
units. In doing this, he did not take the buildings south of the 
Esterhofen — Eettenbach road into account, owing to the march of the 
10th Inf. Div. 

When the commander of the 3rd Battalion, which was marching 
last, had surveyed the ground, he sent his adjutant to the portion of 
Vierkirchen which had been allotted to his battalion, with orders to 
make arrangements for drawing water for the men and watering 
horses. 

He then halted on his bivouac ground and raised his hand high 
above his head, whereupon the battalion, which had come up mean- 
while, turned off to the right from the road and mai-ched on him. He 
then gave these orders; — " 9th and 10th Companies halt. The 11th 
and 12th Companies will halt level with the 9th and 10th Companies 
at 150 metres interval. Pile arms. Take off packs. Lie down. 
Company commanders." 

The company commanders issued orders for water parties, and told 
the men to get out their mess tins. The battalion commander then 
issued them the following verbal instructions : — " The brigade 
is halted near Vierkirchen, the large village on our left front. The 
2nd Res. Inf. Regt, is disposed as follows: — Ist Battalion and 
regimental headquarters at Bammelsbach, that small group of houses 
with red roofs half left, the 2nd Battaliou is halted between Bammels- 
bach and Vierkirchen ; we remain here. The Ist Res. Inf. Regt, is 
baited on the far side of Vierkirchen. The advanced guard is coverii^ 
the brigade in the neighbourhood of Jedenhofen, one section Ist Res. 
Inf. Regt, is on hill 496 west of Kollbach. The 9th Company will 
establish an observation post on the hill straight in front of us ; this 
post will watch the big wood, and send patrok towards Piflitz, Koll- 
bach and Asbach. I want to know to what extent the wood is pass- 
able especially for vehicles. 

" Dinners will be issued from the field kitchens, which will be 
drawn up on the outer flanks of companies. Water for men and horses 
in the southern part of Vierkirchen, east of the road which runs south 
of the church. Detailed instructions will be issued by the adjutaut 
who has been sent on. 

"The Ist line transport will clear the roads, and will be drawn up 
in rear of the battalion in the following order : — Headquarters, 9th, 
10th, 11th, 12th Coys. The Esterhofen-Rettenbach road must not 
be used after 2 p.m., as the lOtli Inf. Div, will be marching along it 
from Eohrmoos. The 2iid line transport will be parked on our right 
towards Eettenbach, I will be with the 11th Company." 

Similar orders were issued in the other battalions. By 12.30 p.m. 
all the battalions were resting on theii allotted halting places. By 
1 p.m. dinners were ready for issue. 
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We will now return to the officer in temporary command of the 
brigade. The officer in command of the brigade had, after he had 
issued the brigade order at 11,15 a.m., ridden with hia adjutant to 
Kammelsbach and surveyed the country there. The wood north of 
Vierkh-chen shut out the view to the north-east, hill 485 and its 
spurs hid the valley of the Glonn, hut the heights on the north hank 
of the Glonn, particularly those about Aufhausen and Weichs, were 
visible over the top of that hill. Jedenhofen was not in view, but 
on the other hand the hill south-east of Älbertshofen was clearly 
visible. The dismounted troopers of the 1st Sq., 1st Res. Cav. Regt., 
were seen some 800 metres in front on the road leading to Asbach. 

The officer in command of the brigade directed his adjutant to 
get from the squadron any information as to the situation, and then 
to report to the brigade commander, whom he would find between 
Jedenhofen and Albertshofen, that the brigade had arrived at 
Vierkirchen and that representatives for orders were at Hammels- 
bach. 

He then watched the battalions arrive at their halting places and 
at 1 p.m. he was informed that signalling connection had been 
established between the church towers of Vierkirchen and KoUbach 
by way of Kettenbach. A cyclist officer was sent to meet the 10th 
Inf. Div. to tell them that the 1st Res. Inf. Div. was at Vierkirchen. 

Okders issued in the Advanced Goakd, and its Action after 

11 A.H. 
"While these events were taking place in the main body, the 
advanced guard had marched on in order to cover the brigade in 
the neighbourhood of Jedenhofen, while the brigade was halted in 
accordance with orders. At 11.15 a.m., as the point was approaching 
the railway crossing on the road between Vierkirchen and hill 485, 
the commander of the Ist Sq., 1st Res. Cav. Regt., came up and 
reported : — " When the squadron reached the neighbourhood of 
Jedenhofen about 9 a.in., it found the country round KoUbach, 
Fetershausen and Aufhausen clear. It immediately occupied the 
crossings at Fetershausen, Asbach and Jedenhofen with dismounted 
troopers. At the same time a further reconnaissance was initiated, 
and patrols were sent into the valley of the Ilm towards Jetzendorf 
and Hilgertshausen. Only one of these, which was sent in the 
direction of Ilmmiinster, has reported ; it stales that Fetershausen 
and Paindorf are clear. Observation posts have been extended 
along the near bank of the Glonn. A standing patrol has been 
placed on hill 496 west of KoUbach, an observation post, which is 
able to see into the Aufhausen valley, is on hill 485, a third is on a 
high tree at the edge of the wood south-east of Albertshofen. Soon 
after 9 a.m, horsemen were observed on the far bank of the Glonn on 
hill 508, south-west of Aufhausen, and at 9.15 a.m. a column of 
cavalry, about two squadrons, came out of the Aufhausen valley 
Against the post at the bridge of Jedenhofen, but it retired at once 
behind Ebers bach when the post opened fire. Since then, the 
enemy's cavalry have made a number of attempts to cross tjie Glonn, 
but they have so far all failed owing to the alertness of my posts at 
the bridges. A few of the enemy, who have been killed in these 
attempts, belong to the 2nd Chevaulegers R^ment, and I think I 
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have also observed some iaücers. A 9qua<lron is at present behind 
hill 485, dismounted and ready to oppose by its fire any attempts of 
the enemy to cross. 

" The Glonn is low and is fordable by infantry at many points ; 
at the same time, there are a number of pools and reaches of 
considerable depth in the river. Mounted troops must use the 
r^ular crossings owing to the marshy nature of the banks. There 
is a practicable ford, which I have had marked, just below the mill 
at Jedenhofen. Attempts to get telegraphic connection with 
Pfaffenhofen and ßeichertshausen from Eater h of en station have 
failed. On the other hand, the railway officials at Esterhofen report 
that Eeichertshausen answered at 7 a.m. and stated that there was 
nothing to be seen of the enemy," 

The commander of the point then asked the squadron commander 
to wait a few moments while he rapidly reconnoitred the country 
from hill 485. He at once recc^nized that it would be possible to 
cover the brigade, while it was halted, from a position on the near 
bank, but that it would not be possible to cover the preparation of 
the defensive position Jedenhofen-Albertshofen from the same 
position. It was also clear to him that in order to hold Jedenhofen 
it would be necessary to occupy the heights east of that place, and 
that if the infantry position was to command the valley of the Glonn 
it must be pushed well forward towards the river. The whole slope 
would, however, be visible from the Aufhausen hills, and eouid 
thence be swept with effective artillery fire. It would even be 
possible for small parties of infantry pushed down to the Glonn to 
interfere considerably with the work of defence. Although there 
were no parties of the enemy at present in dangerous proximity, they 
were to be expected, and might certainly arrive during the long 
period required for the preparation of the position for defence. The 
less the enemy could make himself felt and the less he was able to 
see of the position, the better it would be for the defence. 
Thorough security could, therefore, only be obtained by occupying 
a position on the far bank of the Glonn. On these grounds the 
advanced guard commander determined not to remain at Jedenhofen, 
but to occupy the heights on either side of Aufhausen at once and to 
cover the 1st Ees. Inf. Brigade from that position. He then informed 
the brigade commander, who was reconnoitring a short distance off 
on the hill east of Jedenhofen, of his intention, and received his 
approval of the plan. The squadron commander was directed to 
follow, aa soon as the vanguard company had reached the hill 
immediately east of Aufhausen, as far as Ebersbach, where he would 
be given further instructions. 

The advanced guard commander then galloped off to the 
vanguard, and reached it just as it was approaching Jedenhofen on 
its way round the south side of the bill, which has been mentioned 
above, east of Jedenhofen. 

He signalled to the vanguard commander to join him, and issued 
the following order verbally from the small knoll immediately east 
of Jedenhofen : — 

11.15 a-m. 

"The brigade will entrench a position on this bank of the Glonn, 
(B 760) F 
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on either side of Jedenhofen, that small place on the left below us, 
and will bold that position. It will connect at Albertshofeo with the 
9th Inf. Div., which la already entrenching. The advanced guard 
squadron is dismounted behind this hill ; dismounted troopers are 
holding the bridges at Petershausen, Asbach and Jedenhofen. 

"Hostile cavalry are on the far bank about Aufbausen. The 
Glonn ia passable by infantry. I intend to occupy the heights of 
Aufhausen in order to carry out my duty of protecting the brigade 
while it is entrenching. Aufhansen is that small place visible 
behind Ebersbach, which lies in front of us in the valley of the 
G-lonn. 

"You will cross with the vanguard at the mill in front of us, and 
will secure the hill 200 metres east of Aufhausen. The hilt is that 
flat-topped rise straight over the small dome of Ebcrsbach church. 
Ton will patrol constantly towards Ziegelberg, paying particular 
attention to the wood in front of it, through Lindach on Sollem and 
Thann, and hy Edenpfaffenhofen on Eglersried. ■ 

"lie company ia responsible for the section Wasenhof (inclusive) 
— Aufhausen (inclusive). I am sending the 2nd Company to hill 508, 
Bouth-west of Aufhausen, and the remainder of the battalion towards 
Ebersbach. Eeports to Ebersbach." 

The order had been previously sent back by cycliat to the 
column : — " Company commanders to come to the advanced guard 
commander on the hill juat east of Jedenhofen." 

The company commanders arrived at 11.30 a.m., just as the head 
of the vanguard was approaching the mill of Jedenhofen. They 
received the following verbal order : — 

11.30 a.m. 

" The village through which you have just ridden is Jedenhofen. 
On the far side of the valley of the Glonn, in front of us, ia 
Ebersbach, on its left above the foot of the flat-topped hill you can 
see Aufhausen, which you will rec<^nize by the email dome of the 
church. Aufhausen is occupied by hostile cavalry. The enemy's 
army is reported to be marching to-day, the 22nd, on Klenau, 
SchiUberg and Aichach. Those places lie about 20 kilometres 
(12^ miles) north-west of the Glonn. Our army is to hold the 
southern bank of the Glonn. 

" The br^de, which ia attached to the 5th Army Corps, will 
deploy on the line Jedenhofen — Albertshofen, where its left will 
connect with the 9th Inf. Div., which ia already entrenching, and 
will dig itself in to-day. The hill on which we are standing will 
probably form the extreme right flank. The advanced guard 
squadron is behind this hiU, and has dismounted detachments at the 
bridges of Petei'shausen, Asbach and Jedenhofen. The Glonn is 
passable by infantry, but it ia necesaary to reconnoitre it. The 
advanced guard is charged with the protection of the brigade while 
entrenching, and will occupy the hills on either side of Aufhausen. 
The vanguard, which has been allotted the section Wasenhof 
(you can see it by that waste ground left of Asbach) to Aufhausen, 
has been ordei-ed to that flat-topped hill, which you can see etra%ht 
over Ebersbach church. 
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" No. 2 Company will cross the Glonn at the mill ; it will occupy 
hill 508, south-west of Aufhausen, aad hold the line Aufhaiieen 
(inclusive) — Erlhausen. It will get touch with the 9t]i Inf. Div. at 
the latter place. It will send a small detachment to the hill with 
the poplars above Weichs. Stronji! patrols will be sent to Franking 
and Edenholzhausen. It will search the wood between those two 
places. The remainder of the battalion will follow under my orders 
to Ebersbach. All reports to the latter place." 

Let us now return to the vanguard. After the company 
commander had received his order he reached the point of the 
advanced guard at 11.30 a.m., as it was halting for a moment at the 
northern exit of Jedenhofen. He then called out to Lieutenant A,, 
who commanded the point, " March on the mill half right and then on 
Ebersbach." As he rode alongside him he gave him the following 
instructions : — " The advanced guard will seize the hills on either side 
of Aufhausen in order to cover the brigade, which will entrench a 
position above this place, Jedenhofen, Aufbansen is the place with 
. the church which has a small dome, to the left of the small villus 
with a similar church immediately in front of us, which is Ebersbach. 
Hostile cavalry are in Aufbausen. The heads of columns of the 
enemy's army are reported to be marching on Kleuau, Scbiltbei^ 
and Aichach, about 20 kilometres (12^ miles) north-west of the 
Glonn. The point will advance through Ebersbach, whither it will 
move at once, on the flat-topped hill straight over Ebersbach church. 
The company is following. If the hill is occupied it will be taken. 
Ko. 2 Company is moving on our left towards hill 508, south-west of 
Aufhausen ; the remainder of the battalion is following to Ebers- 
bach." 

He then waited at the mill for the company, and gave the section 
commanders and senior under-ofBcers the following information as to 
the situation :— " The brigade will entrench a position behind us at 
Jedenhofen, the small place we have just passed through, and will 
hold it in touch with the 9th Inf. Div., parts of which are already 
entrenching on our left at Zillhofen. The stream in front of us is 
the Glonn, which is passable nearly everywhere by infantry. 
Straight in front of us on the opposite bank lies Ebershach. That 
small church tower to its left belongs to Aufhausen. On the 
extreme r^ht, in the valley, lies Asbaeh, that large place over there. 
A strong force of hostile cavalry is reported to he in Aufhausen. 
The heads of columns of the enemy's army are marching on Klenau, 
Schiltberg and Aichach, 20 kilometres north of the Glonn. 

" The advanced guard will occupy the hills rising in front of us. 
Our company is ordered to secure the flat-topped hill which we can 
see above Ebersbach church. No. 2 Company is movhig on our left 
on the ridge south-west of Aufhausen, Nos. 3 and 4 Companies are 
following to Ebershach. 

" Under-officer A. will, when the company has crossed the Glonn, 
go with six men to the far edge of the wood, 1,500 metres north of 
Ebershach, and reconnoitre towards Ziegelbei^ and Lindach." 

When the company commander concluded, the company moved off 

over the bridge crossing the second arm of the Glonn just north of 

the mill. As it was crossing the bridge it was received with heavy 

rifle fire from the direction of Ebershach. It suffered coiisideiable 
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Ines, and it appeared for a moment as if the men would be panic 
stricken. 

Tlie company commander immediately drew hia sword, and 
springing to the front, ordered : — " Leading section extend. Double. 
Advance on Ebersbach to the attack. No, 2 Section will extend to 
the right. No. 3 to the left" 

The leading section extended, and, at the double, reinforced the 
point which was lying down about 200 met-res in front. Thence it 
directed its fire against the eastern edge of Ebersbach, which was 
occupied by the enemy. 

As the enemy's fire though heavy was not particularly effective, 
the section advanced by rushes. In doing this it suffered some 
alight loss. When it got to within 400 metres the enemy's fire 
ceased. 

When the village was entered, a trooper of the enemy's 
2nd Chevaulegers Kegiment was found lying severely wounded ; he 
was not in a condition to answer questions. He belonged to the 
1st Squadron. The inhabitants stated that there had been at least . 
two squadrons in Eberebach, and that they had gone off in the 
direction of Aufhausen. 

The company commander, who had remounted, then ordered the 
No. 1 Section to move on the hill east of Aufhausen. It was first of 
all to lie down in position there and keep a sharp look out towards 
lindach and EdenpfafTenhofen. A strong patrol was to be sent to 
Aufhausen. 

He then waited for the remaining two sections, which were 
approaching the southern edge of Ebersbach, one extended and the 
other in close order. 

He signalled to these two sections to close immediately north 
of Ebersbach, and at 12.30 p.m., when he had seen that the 
No. 1 Section had occupied the hill east of Aufhausen unopposed, he 
issued the following instructions : — " The company will watch the 
line Wasenhof — Aufhausen, both inclusive. No. 2 Section will 
move on the small wood 1,500 metres north-east of Ebersbach (we 
can see the southern edge of that wood on our right), and wilt watch 
the line from Wasenhof to the west edge of the wood. It will 
reconnoitre towards Petershausen, the Petershausen — Jetzendorf 
Eoad and the tracks leading to Sollern and Lindach. In case of 
attack. No. 2 Section will hold the north edge of the wood. 
No. 1 Section will watch the line from the left of No. 2 Section to 
Aufhausen, and will hold the hill on which it now is. 

"The remainder of the company will remain here for the present. 
I am going to ride round the company's position beginning from the 
left. No. 2 'Section will march off." 

He then ordered the commander of No. 3 Section to pile arms, 
and to instruct his men as to the situation, the rdle of the company 
and the country. One under-officer and three men were sent back 
to reconnoitre the Glonn from Asbach to the north-west of Jedenhofen 
and to mark deep places. 

The stretcher bearers and medical under-ofßeer of the company 
were directed to take the wounded to the mill at Jedenhofen, and to 
inform the medical officer of the battalion. 

Meanwhile Nos. 3 and 4 Companies had approached the southern 
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edge of Ebersbach ; the No. 2 Company was seen to be ascending 
the southern slopes of hill 508. 

The advanced guard eommauder met the commander of No. 1 
Company at 12.40 p.m., and learned from him what bad happened 
and the steps taken. After he had expressed his concurrence with 
the latter, and had promised to make arrangements for the wounded of 
No. 1 Company, the commander of No. 1 Company rode off to his 
section, which was still lying down in extended order on the hill 
just east of Aufbansen . 

At 1 p.m., Lieutenant A., the i^ection commander, made him the 
following report : — " I haye occupied this hill without fighting, 
I have just seen the enemy, estimated at two squadrons, disappear 
into Edenpfaffenhofen. I have sent patrols as follows: — 
"Through Lindach on Thann ; 

" Straight through the wood in front of us on Thann ; 
" Through Edenpfaffenhofen on I^Iersried. 
" An uuder-officer and ten men are in Aufhansen." 

The hill on which the company commander was standing was a 
small under-featureof the ridge running down from Edenpfaffenhofen 
on the east side of the valley. It afforded but little view, for the 
ground in front was rising. The highest point of the hill lay some 
800 metres to the north-west. Beyond it nothing could be seen ; 
the field of fire for infantry was not very good and extended barely 
for 500 metres in front of the section. Due north, towards Lindach, 
rose a email knoll, which commanded the position of the section at 
about 1,000 metres and limited the view. Only at an occasional 
point was it possible to get a glimpse of the edges of the woods 
which extend east of Lindach and north of Edenpfaffenhofen. 
Looking eastwards there was also a ridge in front, which sloped down 
to the valley of the Glonn, and intervened between the position of 
the section and the wood which ha» been mentioned so often, 
1,500 metres north of Ebersbach. The western part of this wood 
was visible. The knoll 1,000 metres north of Aufhausen, which 
has been mentioned above, shut out the view of the country towards 
Ziegelbei^. 

The position of No. 1 Section did not therefore seem particularly 
favourable ; if it were pushed further forward toward Edenpfaffen- 
hofen, it would, however, be too close to the wood north of that place, 
and the extent of front would be too great. 

At 1,10 p.m. the company commander gave the following verbal 
order : — " Lieutenant A., you will watch the ground on the west 
edge of that wood there on the r^ht, as far as Aufhausen inclusive, 
with No. 1 Section, and will occupy also the kuoU which you see in 
the direction of Lindach. 

" No. 2 Section will extend your right from the wood. In ease of 
attack you will hold this position ; No. 3 Section, which is at present 
at Ebersbach, will be sent to the west edge of the wood on your 
r^ht. I agree with your arrangements for reconnaissance. It is 
especially important to observe the roads leading on Thann and 
Eglersried from the north and north-west. Hostile patrols must be 
prevented from observing the valley of the Glonn. 

" You must keep connection with No. 2 Company, which by this 
time must have reached that hill over there on the left (hill 508 
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Bouth-weBt of Authftusen). Its section begins at Aufhausen. The 
remainder of the battalion is straight behind you at Eberabach. 
Eeports to No. 3 Section. I am going now to No. 2 Section." 

The company commander then galloped off to the knoll between 
Aufhauaen and Lindacli to have a look at the country. From thia 
point the country east and west of Lindach was in view. Looking 
west, the Bouthem edges of the woods which extend about that place 
were visible, and Thann was easily recognizable through a gap in the 
wood. Looking cast, the eye ran along the line of hills which 
extends towards Ziegelbei^, and was then caught by the red roofs of the 
email village of Ziegelbei^, which was almost concealed in the trees. 
The meadowB lying in the deep valley which lay to the south, 
between this line of hills and the wood, were in full view ; looking 
beyond them, one could see, far down the valley of the Glonn, 
Petershaueen, and beyond it the hills of Glonnbercha could be 
identified. 

Over the line of hills between Ziegelbei^ and Lindach stretched 
the long ridge which runs from SoUem to Petershausen, and above 
this ridge the line of big woods shut out the view to the north. The 
valleys between these ridges were not in view. 

The company commander recognized that the position of 
No. 2 Section was even less favourable than that of No. 1. The 
ground rose on the far side of the meadows mentioned above, 
which were scarcely 800 metres wide, from the northern edge of the 
wood which he had been directed to hold. The slope of the ground 
towards Ziegelberg was concave, and the field of view and fire was 
very limited. 

He had, therefore, to decide either to give up the defence of the 
wood altogether, or to extend the line of defence to the Ziegelberg 
ridge (hill 491), whence a view of from 2 to 3 kilometres was 
obtainable, and the field of fire for 2,000 metres appeared very good. 
By including this line the position to be held by the company would 
be considerably extended. But this appeared to be the only means 
of preventing the enemy, even for a time, from penetrating into the 
wood from the southern edge of which the valley of the Glonn and 
the positions of the lat Ees. Inf. Brigade could be observed at 
leisure. 

In case of necessity. No. 3 Section must be posted at the western 
edge of the wood to fill the gap between Ko. 2 and No. 1 Sections, 
which would be increased by pushing forward No. 2 Section. 

Captain B. then found the commander of No. 2 Section at the 
centre of the northern edge of the wood occupied in issuing 
instructions to his section. He asked him to postpone issuing his 
orders and said :— " The edge of this wood is not a suitable position. 
Tour position must be further forward ; it will begin at Wasenhof 
and extend through Ziegelberg and hill 491, towards that meadow 
land half way between Lindach and this wood. The limit of No. 1 
Section is on that small knoll which you see to the left of 
the corner of the wood. There will be a strong observation post 
there. I am going to place No. 3 Section in front of the western 
edge of this wood. There is no change in the orders for reconnais- 
sance." 

1st Lieutenant P, then marched off towards Ziegelbeig. The 
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company commander accompanied him and added the following 
inatmctions : — " In case of attack, you muBt hold Zi^elberg and 
hill 491 west of that place. If compelled you must fall back east of 
the wood on Asbach where I intend to collect the company." 

At 1.30 p.m. the section arrived behind the ridge between 
Ziegelberg and hill 491. The section commander ordered the section- 
to halt, and took the under-officera to the front until they could see 
over the hill. When he had explained the situation, he issued the 
following verbal order : — " Our brigade, which is attached to the 
5th Army Corps, will dig itself in this afternoon about Jedenhofen, 
and will hold its position against every attack. The 1st Bn., 1st Ees. 
Inf. Regt., is directed to cover the brigade while entrenching, and 
will hold the ground on either side of Aufhauseu. No, 1 Company 
occupies the line Waaenhof — Äufhausen. No. 1 Section is on our 
left, its nearest observation post is on the hill which you see past 
the corner of the wood. You can recognize the hill by the chalk 
pit. No. 3 Section holds the west edge of the wood behind us. We 
form the extreme right wing and have to hold from Wasenhof, 
which is by that bare ground below us in the valley of the Glonn, 
which I have already pointed out to you, through Zi^elberg, the 
village close by, and hill 491, on the left of the vilk^e, as far as 
that meadow-land below there. The section will remain behind 
Ziegelberg, and in case of attack will hold Ziegelbei^ and the hill on 
its left. The village in the valley on the right, with that big red 
building (the railway station) is Peterahausen, the place half left in 
that flat valley is Sollern. Still further to the left you see, at the 
end of that ridge, the chapel of Liudaeh. 

" The following will he the observation posts : — 

" Under-ofBcer A, and six men will be on the right wing in 
Wasenhof : they will observe the valley of the Glonn and Peters- 
hausen. Under-ofBcer B. and four men in Zit^elberg: they will 
observe from Peterahausen to SoUem, 

'■ Corporal C, and three men will form a standing patrol in the 
neighbourhood of Lindach, to watch the ground west of Sollem and 
the roads coming from Thann. 

" The following will he the patrols : — 

(1) Private D. with two men by Peterahausen station, along the 

Jetzendorf road as far as its junction with the road from 
Kreithof. This patrol will come back by Kreithof. 

(2) Private E. with two men by SoUern — Kreithof — the Petera- 

hausen road — Jetzendorf, and so back. 

(3) Private F. with two men by Lindach to Thann and back. 

" Hostile patrols are to be stopped as tar as possible ; they must be 
prevented from getting down to the valley of the Glonn. Eeports 
here. Observation posts and patrols will march off. Serjeant M. 
will take charge of the section, tell it off, pile arms at Ziegelbei^, 
get water, and inform the men aa to the situation. I am going 
through Ziegelberg to No. 2 observation post, and then to hill 491." 

The captain asked 1st Lieutenant P. to establish a stalling 
station to connect with No. 3 and No. 1 sections at the south-west 
comer of Ziegelbei^, The following abbreviations were to be 
used; — 
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F. to mean " Enemy advancing," 

A. „ „ " Enemy about attack." 

S, „ „ " Section to take up its position." 

E. „ „ " Section will retire." 

When Ist Lieutenant P. had made a note of these sbhreviations, 
the company commander rode back to Ko. 1 Section and explained to 
Lieutenant A, the change in the diapositiouB of Nos. 2 and 3 Sections. 
He also ordered the section to establish a signalling station, 
explained the abbreviations given above, and then returned to 
Ebers bach. 

At Ebersbach, dinners were issued to No. 3 section from the field 
kitchens, which were then sent to !No. 1 section at Aufhausen and 
afterwards to No. 2 section at Ziegelberg. 

When dinners were finished, No. 3 section, tc^ether with the 
1st line transport of the company, marched off to take up its position 
at the west edge of the wood north of Ebersbach. 

We will now go to No. 2 Company, 1st Bn., Ist Ebh Inf. E^t., the 
head of which had reached the bridge at Jedenhofen mill at 
11.45 a.m. 

When the firing occasioned by the collision between No. 1, 
Company and the enemy holding Ebersbaeh was heard, the company 
had b^un to double, but as soon as it was recognized that the affair 
was trifting quick time was resumed. The company had deployed 
its sections and had formed a thin line of skirmishers, 600 metres in 
front, directed on hill 508, south-west of Aufhauaen. An officer and 
ten men bad previously been sent on towards this hill. The officer 
was directed to lie down there and to wait for the company. He was 
told that the company was to attack if the hill was occupied. 

When the company was on the march towards the valley and 
was crossing the Ebersbach-Weichs road, half-way between hill 508 
and Ebersbach, some horsemen were seen at the eastern exit of 
Weichs. They were recc^nized through glasses to be infantry officers 
of the Blue army. A cyclist sent thither reported that the No. 2 
Company, 33rd Inf. Eegt. was occupying Weichs, and was charged 
with the duty of covering the 9th Inf. Div., which was entrenching 
at Zillhofen. The easternmost post of the company was on the knoll, 
300 metres north of Weichs. 

The officer sent forward to hül 508 reported that he had reached 
that place without difficulty, and that nothing was to be seen of the 
enemy. 

Thereupon Captain B. issued the following verbal order at 
12.30 p.m. to his company, which was drawn up close behind 
bill 508 : — " The brigade, which is attached to the 5th Ai'my Corps, 
is to occupy a defensive position behind us at Jedenhofen, the place 
on the far side of the Glonn wliieh we have just marched through, 
and will dig itself in there to-day. The advanced guard on the north 
bank of the Glonn is to cover the brigade, while entrenching, against 
the enemy, detachments of whose array have been reported to be on 
the march this morning, the 22nd, on Elenau, Schiltberg, and 
Aichach. Hostile cavalry which were holding Ebersbaeh have been 
driven out by No. 1 Company. 

" No. 1 Company is on our right, with its left at Aufhauaen, the 
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church tower o£ which you can see over the hill. The remainder of 
the battalion is in Ebei^bach, half right behiud us. 

" No, 2 Company, 33rd Inf. Eegt, is on our left in Weicha, that 
large village with the factory chimney. The nearest obseiTation 
poet of that company is on the hill with the two poplars, north of 
Weichs. The section allotted to No. 2 Company extends from 
Aufhaueen to the hill with the poplars. 

" The company will remain in this valley, and in case of attack, 
will hold the hitl in front. Lieutenant A. will remain on hill 508 
and watch the ground in front, 

" Under-oftieer B. will act as patrol No. 1 and move through 
Edenpfaffeuhofen to Eglersried. Under-ofBcer C, and four men will 
form patrol No. 2 and will move through the wood half left to 
Franking. Hostile patrols are to be stopped as far ae possible ; they 
must not be allowed to get into the Glonn valley. Ist Lieutenant 
K. will take over command of the company, tell it off and instruct 
the men as to the situation and the surrounding country, 

"Water can then be fetched from Ebersbach, and dinners be 
issued from the field kitchen. No. 1 Section is to be ready for 
instEint action. I am going to Lieutenant Ä. on the hUl in 
front," 

Captain G. met Lieutenant A. on hill 508 at 1 p.m. A good view 
was obtainable from the hill. An observer stationed there not only 
had the whole country east of Aufbansen, as far as Ziegelberg, in full 
view, but also the wliole of the country as far as the ridge, which runs 
east of Erlhausen, was visible to the west The high ground north 
and north-east of the Glonn, and the woods about Gundaehersdorf 
were clearly distinguishable over the latter ridge 

The b^ wood east of Edenholtzhausen, however, limited the field 
of view, but the country between Franking and Edenpfaffeuhofen 
was visible throi^h gaps in the tree-'5. 

Lieutenant A. had placed two look-out men who divided the 
ground to be watched between them. He called the attention of his 
company commander to the fact that there was a line of men in 
extended order on the hill east of Aufhausen, and that they 
appeared to be the left of No. 1 Company. He also pointed out that 
there was a post of that company at the first house of Aufhausen, 
on the Edenpfafienhofen road. The company commander ordered 
Lieutenant A. to remain on hill 508 as observation post of No. 2 
Company, which had taken up a position in the valley behind, half 
right. At the same time he gave him the necessary information as 
to the enemy and the situation. When he had ridden back to his 
company, the company commander met the advanced guard 
commander, to whom he reported the position of his company and 
that of No. 2 Company, 33rd Inf. Eegt. 

We will now return to Nos. 3 and 4 Companies, which had 
reached Ebersbach about 1 p.m. There Major M., the battalion 
commander, issued them the following order : — " No. 1 Company has 
occupied the wood on our right, the hill in front of us, and 
Aufhausen ; No, 2 Company holds the big spur which runs north- 
west from our left. 

" Nos, 3 and 4 Companies will remain at my disposal at the 
northern exit of Ebersbach. No. 3 Company will be on the right 
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and No. 4 on the left of the Aufbausen road. The companies will 
find shelter, and dinners will be issued from the field kitchens. 

"All the field kitchens of the battalion will afterwards be 
assembled at the southern exit of Ebersbach, and will move by 
Jedenhofen to Vierkirchen, where they will eome under the chaise 
of the supply officer of the 1st Ees. Inf. Kegt. No. 3 Company will 
establish posts on the roads to Fetershauseu and Aufhausen to 
connect with No. 1 Company, and a piquet of one under-ofiBcer and 
ten men at the bridge at Peterahauaen. No. 4 Company will keep 
connection with No. 2 Company and with the 1st Bn., 33rd Inf. 
Eegt., which is at Weiehs. It will send piquets to the bridges at 
Asbach and Jedenhofen mill. It will establish signalling communi- 
cation with the south bank of the Glonn. 

" The medical officer will arrange for the care of the wounded of 
No. 1 Company, who will be brought back to Jedenhofen mill, and 
will subsequently be sent back to Vierkircben. The ambulance 
wagon is at Jedenhofen mill, where the wounded of other companies 
will be sent. Transport will be requisitioned and held in readiness 
at Ebersbach. 

" I am going to No. 1 Company and afterwards to No. 2. Captain 
N. will take over command here, and will see that the men are 
instructed as to the situation and their duties." 

Just as the advanced guard commander was about to ride off, the 
commander of the Ist Sq., 1st Ees. Cav, Eegt., reported himself and 
asked for orders. He was directed to draw in his dismounted 
troopers as they were relieved at the bridges by Nos. 3 and 4 
Companies, and to resume the reconnaissance both down the valley 
of the Ilm and on the line Jetzendorf — Hilgertshausen towards 
Petershausen. He was also directed to secure the right flank and 
to watoh the Klenau-Hilgertshausen road especially. He was told 
that the battalion, in the event of a serious attack, would fall back 
on Asbach, and that the squadron would conform to the retirement 
through Höckhof. 

The advanced guard commander then rode off to inspect the 
positions of Nos. 1 and 2 Companies, while Captain N. gave the 
squadron commander more detailed information as to the position of 
the brigade, and then wrote out a report to the brigade commander. 

At 2 p.m. the brigade was seen to begin work above Jedenhofen, 
and about 3.30 p.m, signalling communication was established with 
a post of 3rd Bn., 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt., at the point where the 
Vierkirch en- Asbach road crosses the railway. 

The medical oificer had meanwhile dressed the wounds of the 
few men who were severely wounded, and had them driven to 
Vierkirehen. He himself remained at the dressing station at 
Jedenhofen mill. 

Three two-horse farm wagons were drawn up at the church at 
Ebersbach under a medical under-officer, with some of the stretcher 
bearers of Nos. 3 and 4 Companies. 
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Ohdkrs issued by, and Action op, thb Brigade Staff after 

11 A.M. 



The brigade commander, accompanied by his brigade-major and 
some orderlies, reached the hill east or Jedenhofen at 11 a-m. The 
commander of the Ist Sq., Ist Res. Cav. Kegt., reported himself there. 
He told the brigadier what he had done and gave him the information 
gleaned about the enemy and the surrounding country. (See pages 
80 and 81 for a similar report made to the advanced guard 
commander.) 

The brigade staff then dismounted and ascended the hill to 
reconnoitre. The horses were left behind the hill under cover. 

The view obtained was as follows : — The whole of the valley of 
the Glonn between Asbaeh and Weichs, between which places its 
width varies from 800 to 1,500 metres, was in full view ; the Glonn 
itself, a aluj^ish winding stream, was difficult to identify, but a 
continuous line of trees and bushes marked its course more or less 
clearly. The line of bushes was less dense between Asbaeh and 
Ebersbaeh than between the latter place and Weichs, which lies 
further upstream. The valley appeared to be level, though in some 
places the lower spurs of the hills approached the river closer than 
in others. 

The ground was in most places dry »eadow and plough land, 
though, here and there, reeds and rushes indicated marshy ground. 
Thick clumps of reeds were visible at intervals along the course of 
the river, and were an indication of bo^y banks. 

The view from the hill looking north-east down the valley of the 
Glonn was unusually extensive ; it was possible to see for a distance 
of 10 kilometres." The first thing which caught the eye in this 
direction was the railway line, which ran first of all through a number 
of cuttings, and then crossed the valley to Petershausen on a high 
embankment. The bridge by which the railway crossed the Kollbach- 
Asbach road was clearly visible. Beyond that bridge a round hill 
with gentle slopes rose eastwards ; this was hill 496 west of KoUbach, 
The village of Kollbaeh was hidden iu the valley behind the hill, but 
two church towers were visible over the crest. One of these, the 
most westerly, was a slender spire, the other was a tower with white 
walls and a zinc roof. The latter was visible from the north-west 
corner of the wood north of Vierkirchen. This wood consisted of 
high firs mixed with deciduous trees. Portions of the valley of the 
Glonn north-east of Petershausen, and the hills of Mitterkammer, were 
visible over the western end of hill 496, the view being limited by the 
woods north-east and north of Mitterkammer. Groppertshauaen, a 
small village with bright red roofs, was in full view, and so was 
Ober-Marbach, which lay half-way up the elope and could be 
identified by its prominent white church tower. 

The most prominent object in the foreground was the pleasant 
little village of Asbaeh, which was dominated by the dome of its 
church and was surrounded by trees. Beyond Asbaeh the church 
tower of Petershausen, and, some distance to the left, the red buildings 
of the station, which was on the slopes on the north bank of the 
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Ghmn, could be seen. From the point of observation, Asbaeh and 
Peterahauaen appeared to run into each other. The valley between, 
which is about 2,000 metres wide, was concealed by the buildings of 
Asbaeh. 

To the left of Asbaeh the small group of houses at Wasenhof, and 
a little further to the left the single house between Wasenhof and 
Ziegelbei^ could be discerned. Ziegelbei^ lay still farther to the left 
and was abnoat hidden in the trees. Looking over the avenue of trees, 
through which runs the road along the Glonn valley, the wooded land 
south of Ziegelberg was to be seen. Zi^elberg did not appear to 
stand by itself, as it does on the map, but seemed to join on to the 
woods lying behind it. 

Past the right corner of Eberabach, which lay in full view, the 
ground rose gently, and behind and above this rise, Lindach was 
visible in a gap in the woods. 

The valley running from Ebersbach to Aufhausen could be 
identified, and also the small village of Aufhauseu, the houses of 
which were similar to those of Eb§rsbach. The broad spur, the 
highest point of which is formed by hill 508, and which runs north- 
west from Eberabach, shut out the view into this valley and into the 
country round Edenpfaffenhofen. The dark woods east of Edenholz- 
hauaen bounded the horizon in that direction. The portion of the 
village of Weichs which runs from east to west was in full view, but 
the part which juts out towards Erlhausen could not be seen. The 
ridge beyond Weichs, abpve which place the hill of Gundackersdorf 
aad the woods east of Lungenpettenbach were easily distinguishable, 
was marked by two high poplars, which formed the most conspicuous 
landmark in the neighbourhood. The view up the Glonn is much 
more limited than that down the valley. The hills west of Alberts- 
hofen, the red roofs of which could be seen, and the atretiih of woods 
running up the hill east of Albertshofen, formed the limits of vision 
in that direction. 

North of Albertshofen, the -outskirts of Glonn could be dis- 
tinguished, and it was possible to identify the hills north of that 
place. 

The small village of Jedenhofen, which lay deep in a grassy 
valley, could not be seen till one moved to the western slopes of hill 
485. The place had little value as a tactical locality, for it was shut 
in and commanded on all sides. 

The position to be occupied by the Ist Kes. luf. Bde. appeared, 
from an infantry point of view, generally strong when looked at from 
the road between Jedenhofen and Albertshofen. The left was 
connected with the 9th Inf. Div.; in front the field of fire extended 
to the limits of effective rifle range, and the enemy, in passing 
through this danger zone, had to cross the Glonn. The only 
unfavourable point was the right flank at Jedenhofen. It was, there- 
fore, necessary to consider whether the hill 300 metres east of that 
place should be included in the line of defence. If this were done the 
right flank would be very strong. By bending back the right flank 
round this hill as far as the railway, a turning movement from 
Asbaeh would be made comparatively ineffective. If the enemy were 
to attempt to outflank the position from hill 496 and Kollbach, it 
would be necessary for him to make a wide ddtour and to employ a 
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very considerable force. Besidee this, such a turning movement must 
soon be discovered. 

The undulating nature of t!ie country beliind the position was 
particularly valuable. It not only made it possible to post supports 
and reserves close to the position under complete cover, but also made 
communications behind easy. The ground was plough land, easy to 
dig. 

After this general reconnaissance, the staff mounted and rode 
through Jedenhofen down the position. From the narrow spur on 
which Albertahofeu lay, and which ran down into the valley of the 
Glonn from the wood so often mentioned above, it was possible to see 
the ground about and west of Weichs. The small wood, however, 
shutout the view due east; on the other hand, the first houses of 
Jedenhofen with the buildings of the adjoining mill could be 
recognized. Ebersbach Iny further to the left. Between these places 
the part of the Glonn valley as far as the isolated group of houses of 
Wasenhof, which were recognized by their bright red roofs, lay in 
view. Aufhausen was entirely concealed by spur 508 and so was the 
ground towards Ebersbaeh. The south-western slope of hill 508, 
which runs down into a grassy valley, and the extensive village of 
"Weichs, were clearly seen. Above "Weichs rose a pointed hill 
crowned by two lai^e and characteristic poplars, which were visible 
from all points in the surrounding country. The wood extending 
north-east of Erlhausen limited the view in this direction. Looking 
over the roofs of Weichs one could see far into the Erihausen valley, 
the houses of Erlhausen being still visible. Between this valley and 
the village of Glonn, which could still be identified though it was 
partially concealed by a November mist, hill 493 rose from the valley 
of the Glonn. The lower part of this hill fell in a concave slope into 
the valley, and above its highest point appeared the woods south of 
Gundack ersdor f. 

The brigade major thought he could identify beyond Erlhausen the 
church tower of Gundaekersdorf, but it was not possible to confirm 
this. The valley of the Glonn was of the same character here as 
lower down, it was flat plough and meadow land, about 1200 metres 
wide, with a few marshy places ; clumps of bushes and reeds 
offered some temporary cover from view to advancing infantry. On 
the far side of the narrow valley through which the tiny Pasenbaeh 
runs down to the Glonn, the ground rose from Zillhofen, a con- 
spicuous group of houses, in a slope covered with scattered bushes. 
The highest point of this slope lay to the west of Breitenwiesen, of 
which only an occasional roof was visible. Infantry were at work 
along the lane leading from the Pasenbaeh valley through Zillhofen 
westwards. A large group was noticed on the slope north of 
Breiten wiesen, and it was quickly identified as consisting of dis- 
mounted staff officers. 

The commander of the 1st Ees. Inf. Bde. directed his brigade 
major to bring the regimental commanders to the hill souih of Jeden- 
hofen, saying that he would be there at latest at 12.30 p.m., and then 
galloped off to the hill north of Breitenwiesen. There he found out 
that the staff was that of the 17th Infantry Brigade, and he received 
the following information as to the situation : — 

"The 17th Inf. Bde., which forms the right wing of the 
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9th Inf. Div,, reached the Glonn at 9.30 a.m, and has one battalion 
of the 33rd Inf. Eegt. pushed forward to the north bank in the 
neighbourhood of Weichs. The brigade b^an to entrench at 
10.45 a.m. on the line Pasenbach valley — road junction at 
Engelbrechtsmülile. You can see the buildings of the latter place in 
the valley to the left of Zillhofen. The rieht of the 2nd Bn., 33rd 
Inf. Eegt., which is on the right, is at ^e bend in the road ZOO- 
metres south-west of Albertshofen. On the left the br^de connects 
with the 18th Inf. Bde., which extends os far as Kloster-Inders- 
dorf. The divisional commander intends, owing to the great extent- 
of the position, to occupy it with all the infantry except two> 
battalions ; these are to be kept in reserve west of Dazberg. An 
Abteilung of the 17th Field Artillery Eegt. was in position on the- 
hill on which the staff stood. The 18th Field Artillery E^t, was 
east of Kloster-Indetsdorf at the disposal of the divisional com- 
mander. 

" Nothing detinit« was known about the enemy. There was a 
rumour that the divisional cavalry regiment had been repulsed by 
hostile cavalry near Erlhausen about 9 a.m. The covering detach- 
ments reported constant collisions with patrols of the enemy's lancers^ 
in front." 

The commander of the 1st Res, Inf. Bde., who knew that th& 
whole of the ground in front of the 17th Inf. Bde. could be flanked 
by tire from Albertshofen, suggested to the commander of the 17th 
Inf. Bde. that it might be advisable to entrench some guns there^ 
This was put in hand at once. 

The 17th Inf. Bde. undertook, on its side, to flank with its- 
artillery fire the ground in front of the left wing of the Ist Ees. Inf. 
Brigade, and asked permission to place a section of machine guns iu- 
position at Albertshofen, in order to make the front of the 33rd Inf.. 
Eegt. still stronger This proposal was agreed to. At the same time- 
it was arranged that the 2nd Ees. Inf. Regt,, and the 33rd Inf. Eegt., 
which would be alongside each other, should support each other 
mutually «s far as possible. After making these arrangements 
Major-GJeneral P., who commanded the 1st Ees. Inf. Bde., rode oET 
by the Albertshofen — Passenbach road in order to reach the hiU south, 
of Jedenhofen. In doing this, he crossed a long column of artillery 
which had halted. The officer in chargeof this artillery,a lieutenant- 
colonel, informed him that it was attached to the lat Ees. Inf. Bde. 
and that the commander of the regiment and the battery commanders- 
had gone on to the hill south of Jedenhofen. The Äbteüimg was the- 
2nd Abteilung, 17th F.A. Eegt. 

Gieneral P. reached the said hillat 12.25 p.m. The commanders 
of 1st and 2nd Res. Inf. Eegts. and of the 2nd Abteilung, l7th F,A.. 
Eegt., the latter accompanied by his battery commanders, reported 
themselves there. The general asked the officers to excuse him while 
he retired for a short tune in order to think over the action he would 
take. 

The following were his ideas of the position which he had to 
defend: — The extent of the position between Jedenhofen and Alberts- 
hofen was about 1400 metres. Since army corps orders directed 
that Jedenhofen should be held, it was necessary to include the hill 
immediately east of that place which completely commanded Jeden— 
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hofen, and formed the only suitable point upon which to rest the 
right flank. By including this hill the extent of the position was 
increased to from 1800 Lo 2000 metres. This did not seem too great 
a front to be held by an infantry brigade even in somewhat difficult 
circumstances. 

Four battalions were available to bold the front line, taking the 
battalion which was covering the front and an additional 
battalion to form the brigade reserve into consideration. 

It seemed best to employ the 2nd Bes. Inf. Begt. complete in tha 
front line and to find the reserve frora tbe 1st Res. Inf. R^t. which 
had already been split up, as the battalion covering the front belonged 
to it The section Jedenhofen — Albertshofen, therefore, feU naturally 
to the 2nd Bes. Inf. 'Regt., the hill east of Jedenhofen would then be 
occupied by one battalion 1st Bes. Inf. Begt., the remaining two 
battalions of that regiment, including tbe battalion covering the front, 
being in second line. 

Since the co-operation of the 10th Inf. Div. could not for the 
present be reckoned upon, it was necessary for the brigade to provide 
for the security of the right flank. The reserves had therefore to be 
feheloned behind that flank, their exact position depending upon the 
facilities for their employment. Now, whether the br%ade was to 
act on the defensive against a hostile advance on the right wing, or 
whether it was itself to assume the ofTensive on that side, the reserve 
would probably have to be employed in the country between Jeden- 
hofen and Äalfflch. It was also necessary to take into consideration 
the possibility of the enemy attempting a turning movement by hill 
496. 

The best position for the available reserves appeared, therefore, 
to be the wood north of Vierkirchen, and particularly the western 
part of that wood. This position was the more suitable because it 
was possible to withdraw the covering battalion into it without 
difficulty. 

It was of great importance to ensure the co-operation of the 
infantry and the artillery. The section of the infantry position, 
Jedenhofen — Albertshofen, allotted to the 2nd Res. Inf, B^t., could 
be pushed forward towards tbe Glonn, and might follow the general 
line of the lane connecting Jedenhofen and Albertshofen. From this 
position infantry fire could be employed up to the extreme limits of 
rifle range, and the obstacle which the enemy had to cross, the river 
Glonn, would be well within effective rifle rai^e. The ground, 
which was plough land, seemed to be easy to dig. 

The best position for the field artillery, therefore, seemed to be tbe 
spur running down from the wood east of Albertshofen where there 
would be plenty of room for the artillery Abteilung. From that position 
there was a good view of the G-lonn Valley between Petershauaen and 
Weichs and of the opposite heights, particularly hill 508 south-west 
of Aufhausen, which formed the most probable position for the enemy's 
artillery. The position was also favourable for long range fire, and 
for the close support of the infantry in the defence of the 
position. 

The problem was much more difficult on the extreme right flank, 
i.e., the hill east of Jedenhofen, allotted to the 1st Ees. Inf. Begt. Here 
it was first necessary to decide whether the mill on the Glonn north- 
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east of Jedenhofen ahould be included in the line of defence or not. 
In favour of including it were the facts that it lay immediately in 
front of the position and masked the field of fire, thereby making it 
necessary to draw back the main line of defence. Against inclusion 
was the fact that the mill had all the disadvantages of an advanced 
post, it would easily be enveloped on three sides, and would then have 
to be evacuated, while it was possible that the enemy in following up 
would obtain a footing on the main position. If the mill were 
to be included in the main line of defence, it would be necessary to 
push the right wing forward which would cause it to be very exposed. 
In that case it would not be possible to take advant-age of the hill 
east of Jedenhofen, the special value of which was that it afforded 
a good defensive position against the north. 

For these reasons it seemed advisable to give up the idea of 
occupying the mill, and to accept the resulting disavant^e of not 
being able to bring any strong force of artillery into action on the 
hill, for the infantry line must then run close to its highest point. It 
would, however, still be possible to entrench a few guns in the infantry 
line in order to be able to give the infantry close artillery support, by 
sweeping with fire the Glonn Valley as far as the farther side of 
Asbacb. The shields of the guns would justify the employment of the 
artillery in this way. 

It would not be feasible to employ more than a section of artillery 
on the hill east of Jedenhofen, the remainder of the battery being 
used in a similar way to bring flanking fire to bear upon the ground 
in front of the position. For this purpose two guns might be placed 
in a retired position behind Jedenhofen to sweep the valley in the direc- 
tion of Weichs, and two more could be concealed in the wood south- 
east of Albertshofen to fire eastwards down the Glonn valley. This 
disposition of the gnns would considerably assist the infantry 



Lastly, it was intended to entrench machine guns in order to bring 
fire to bear upon specially important points, auch as the mill at Jeden- 
hofen, the mouth of the Ebersbach valley and the exits of Weichs, 
and also to enfilade the front of the position. 

On these grounds the brigadier issued the following instructions 
to the regimental and artillery Abteilung commanders : — 

" 12.45 p.m. I intend to dispose the brigade as follows : — 

" 1 battalion, Ist Ees. Inf. Regt, on the hill 300 metres east of 
Jedenhofen. 

" 2nd Ees. Inf. E^t. on the line Jedenhofen — Albertshofen, both 
inclusive. 

" The position will be entrenched ; the firing lino of the 2nd Kes. 
Inf. Regt, will follow approximately the lane connecting Jedenhofen 
and Albertshofen. Tlie battalion of the 1st Res. Inf. Eegt. will 
entrench the hill east of Jedenhofen bo as to form a point of support 
for the right fiank, and to be able to withstand hostile attacks from 
the front not only from across the Glonn, but also from the direction 
of Asbach along the railway line. This position is of special 
importance, for it forms the extreme right flank of the army. 

" I wish the machine guns to be employed to bring flanking fire to 
bear across the front of the position. One machine gun section, 2nd 
Res. Inf. Regt-, is to be employed at Albertshofen to flank the ground 
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in front of the 17th Infantry Brifjade, of which the 33rd Irif. Regt, 
connects with otir left. Steps are to be taken to arraDge with this 
regiment tor mutual support. 

." The bulk of the field artillery will be entrenched on this ridge ; 
targets, Aufhansen and the high ground east and west of that place. 
Artillery fire is to be brought, as far as possible, to bear upon hostile 
infantry up to the last moment of the assault. One section of guns 
will be phieed on the hill east of Jedenhofen to support the battalion 
of the Ist Eea Inf. Eegt. which will be there, one section will be 
placed in a retired position behind Jedenhofen to fire in the direction 
of Weichs, and one section in the wood on our left to fire in the 
direction of Ebersbach. 

" Commanders will reconnoitre the position and will come to 
Bammelsbach, north of Yierkircben, not later than 1.45 p.m. for final 
orders." 

The brigadier then despatched his brigade major to Bammelsbaoh 
to prepare the operation order, and went himself to &terhofen station, ' 
where he met the Chief of the (Jeneral StaEF of the 5th Army Corps 
at 1 p.m. He there received the following information as to the 
situation : — 

" The enemy, estimated at three army corps, reached the line 
SchrobenhauBon — Pöttmes — -Tierhaupten with bis advanced troops 
yesterday evening, the 2lHt. Hostile infantry have been identified 
this morning at Hilgertshausen, Pipinsried and PfaSenhofen (near 
Altomiinster), where they are apparently halted for the 



" Army headquarters expect an attack from the far bank of the 
Glonn on the morning of the 23rd, and intend to meet this first of 
all by holding a defensive position on the south bank of the river. It 
is intended later to make a counter-attack with the 3rd Army Corps 
on the left flank of the army. 

" The 5th Army Corps is ordered to maintain itself at all costs on 
the line Jedenhofen — Kloster-Indersdorf. Any portions of the 10th 
Inf. Div., which is still on the march, not required to hold the position 
are to be sent to Sulzemoos to be at the disposal of the 3rd Army 
Corps. The 5th Array Corps has at present the Ist Res. Inf. Bde. 
in position on the line Jedenhofen — Albertshofen, and the 9th Inf. 
Div., extending to the left as far as Kloster-Indersdorf. We must 
maintain ourselves in this position until the decision baa been 
obtained on the other flank. The position of the 1st Ees. Inf. Bde. 
is particularly diflicult because it is on the extreme right flank, and 
because Jedenhofen and the hill east of that place, which must be in- 
cluded in that position, cannot be given up in any circumstances. 
For the present, army corps headquarters are not able to give any 
further infantry support, but it is intended to place the army corps 
reserve (20th Inf. Bde., and 20th Field Artillery Regiment) in Echelon 
at Rettenbacli and Giebing. It is not at present possible to say 
when, how, and where these troops will be employed. They are 
marching by Eohrmoos, Riedenzhofen, and Vierkirchen, and will not 
reach Retteubach before 5 p.m. 

" The lOth Inf, Div,, which has been kept back east of the Isar to 
watch the right flank of the army, is not expected to reach Dachau 
■with its leading troops before 12 noon The 19th Inf. Bde. and 
(B 760) G 
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the 19tli Field Artillery Be^ment will be moved at once by Webling 
to Sulzemoos, to join the 3tu Army Corps. 

" The Ist Abteilung of the 5th Heavy Artillery Regiment will be 
attached to the Ist Res. Inf. Bde. as soon as it comes up, in order 
to strengthen the right flank. It must not be expected before 5 p.m. 
Army Corps headquarters will paaa the night at Esterhofen station. 
The headquarters of the army will be in Schwabhausen, with which 
we are in telegraphic communication by way of Dachau. The 1st 
Res. Inf. Bde. will establish telephonic communication between its 
headquarters and the headquarters of the army corps." 

General P. stated that his brigade would rest till 2 p.m. at 
Vierkirchen, where it had already arrived, and would then begin the 
preparation of the position for defence. He added that the 1st Bn., 
let Res. Inf. Regt., had been pushed forward to the far bank of the 
Glonn to cover the brigade, that he was going first to Rammelahach,. 
and would later on fix his headquarters at the ganger's cottage on 
the railway, 1,000 metres north of Esterhofen station. He reqitested 
that the commander of the heavy artillery should be sent to him as 
soon as possible, and that he should be kept informed of the arrival 
of the corps reserve, and of its subsequent movements. He then 
rode off. 

As he passed through the bivouacs of his brigade, he directed the 
battalions to he ready to inarch ofT at 2 p.m. He ordered the 
commander of the Ist Res. Int. Eegt., wlio reported that 600 large 
spades, 150 picks, and 200 axes, had been collected and loaded on 
six wagons, to send 400 spades, 100 picks, and 150 axes to the 
church at Vierkirchen for the use of the 2Qd Res. Inf. Regt. ; the 
remainder were to be sent to the ganger's cottage, 1,000 metres north 
of Esterhofen, for the Ist Res. Inf. Beet. The wt^ons were than to 
be used to transport material for obstacles and overhead cover. The 
2nd Ees. Inf. Regt, was directed to begin requisitioning these at once 
in Rammelsbacb, Vierkirchen, Pasenbach, and Jedenhofen, while the 
1st Res. Inf. Regt, did the same in Asbach and Ebersbach. Special 
efforts were to be made to get wire for obstacles, but care was to be 
taken not to damage the telegraph or telephone lines. The general 
then went to Rammelsbach, where he read through the order which 
had been drafted by his brigade major, and completed it with 
reference to the information which he had received from army corps 
headquarters. The operation order, of which many copies had been 
made, finally ran as follows : — 

" Rammelsbach north of Vierkirchen, 22. XI., 1.50 p.m. 

" Brigade order No. 2 for 22. XI. 

" 1. The enemy's army is advancing by Schrobenhausen and 
Aichach. Its leading troops had reached Hilgertshausen, Pipinsried» 
and Pfaflfenhofen (near Altomünster) at noon to-day, the 22nd. 
Hostile cavalry have been met north of Aufhausen, and near Weichs.. 

" 2. The army will hold the near bank of the Glonn, on the line 
Jedenhofen-Grossberghofen. Strong reserves are posted on the left. 
Sank. 

" 3. The 5th Army Corps, which is on the right, is to hold the- 
section Jedenhofen — Kloster-Indersdorf ; it has the 9th Infantry 
Division in position from the Pasenbach Valley to Kloster-Indersdorf» 
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The 20th Inf. Bde. with some artillery form the corps i 
IRettenbaoh and Oriebing. 

" 4. The Ist Kes, Inf. Bde., which ia attached to the 5th Army 
Corps, is to hold the line Jedenhofen — Albertahofen. The 2nd Ahtg., 
17th Field Artillery Eegt., and the Ist Äbtg., Ist Heavy Artillery 
Regt., are attached to the brigade. 

" 5. The 1st Bn., lat Ees, Inf. Eegt., will entrench and hold the hill 
east of Jedenhofen against attack from the north and from the 
direction of Asbach. 

" 6. The 2nd Res, Inf. Eegt. will entrench and hold the section 
Jedenhofen — Albertahofen, both inclusive. The infantry line of 
defence will follow the lane between Jedenhofen and Albertahofen. 
One machine gun section will be posted at Albertshofen to flank the 
position of the 33rd Inf. Eegt. which is on the left. 

" 7. The 2nd Abteilung, 17th Pield Artillery Eegt., will post two 
batteries on the ridge running south-eaat from the wood south-east 
of Albertshofen. Targets, hill 508 south-west of Aufhausen, 
Aufhausen, and the ground east and west of that place. It will post 
one section on the hill east of Jedenhofen, one section .near 
Jedenhofen, and one section in the wood aouth-east of Albertshofen, 
to flank the ground in front of the position. 

" 8. The remainder of the 1st Rea. Inf. Eegt. will move to the 
western portion of the wood north of Vierkirchen, and be at my 
disposal. It win watch the ground towards Kollbai;h and Asbach, 
and get commuuication with the 1st Bn., 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt., which, 
for the present, will cover the brigade on the far aide of the Glonn, 
and when compelled will fall back on Asbach and then join the 
reserve. 

" 9. The Ist Abteilung, Ist Heavy Artillery Eegt., which will not 
arrive before 5 p.m., will be at the disposal of the 1st Eea. Inf. 
Bi-igade. 

"10. A tool depot has been established at the railway crossing 
1,000 metres north of Eaterhofen. 200 spades, 50 picks, and 50 axes 
have been sent from it to Vierkirchen church for the Ist Ees. Inf. 
E^t. ; and 400 spades, 100 picks, and 150 axes for the 2nd Ees. 
Inf. Eegt. 

Asbach and Ebersbach have been allotted to the Ist Ees. 
Inf. Eegt. for requisitioning material ; Eammelsbach, Vierkirchen, 
Pasenbach, Jedenhofen, and Albertshofen to the 2nd Ees. Inf. E^t, 

" 11. Field kitchens will fill up at once from the supply wagons, 
and wiE be halted west of Vierkirchen, and the supply wagons east 
of that place, both under the supply officer of the Ist Eea. Inf. Kegt. 
They will b© drawn up by regiments clear of the roads. 2iid 
Line transport remains where it ia 

" 12. Brigade headquarters at Eammelsbach, and after 3 p.m. at 
the ganger's cottage 1,000 metres north of Esterhofen. Eegiments 
will arrange for positions for the telephone detachment which will 
establish communication with brigade headquarters. An officer of 
the regimental staff must always be at the regimental telephone 
station. 

" Issued in writing to regimental commanders. 

P., 
" Major-G«neral." 
(B760) G? 
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Simaltaneously a meeai^e form was sent to the lat Bn., 1st Bes. 
Inf. Eegt., by cyclist to Eberabach. Its contenta were as follows : — 
" Eammelsbaeh, 22.XI., 2 p.m. 

"To Ist En., 1st Ees. Inf. Regt., Ebersbach, by way of Jedenhofen. 

" 1, The enemy's army, which is estimated at three army corps, is 
advancing by Schrobenhauseii and Aichach. Its advanced guards 
had reached Hilgertshausen, Pipinsried, and Pfaffenhofen (near 
Altonmnster) at noon to-day, the 22nd. Hostile cavalry are known 
to be at Erlhausen. 

" 2. The army will oppose the enemy on the south bank of the 
Glonn. The 5th Army Corps, to which the 1st Ees, Inf. Bde. is 
attached, is on the right flank, and will hold the section Jedenhofen 
— Kloster- Indersdorf. 

" 3. The Ist Ees. Inf. Bde. will begin to entrench its section, 
which runs from the hill east of Jedenhofen to Albertshofen, to-day 
at 2.30 p.m. One battalion 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. will hold the hill east 
of Jedenhofen, The 2nd Ees. Inf. E^t. will hold the line 
Jedenhofen— Albertsbofen. The remainder of the 1st Ees. Inf. E^t. 
will be in reserve at the wood north-east of Vierkirchen. The field 
artillery attached to the brigade will be on the hill south of 
Jedenhofen. 

"4. The advanced guard will cover the brigade, and will remain on 
the north bank of the Glonn. It will reconnoitre by Jetzendorf, 
Stachusried, and Ainhofen towards the Kienau — Hilgertshausen road. 
It wiU ascertain whether the enemy's detachments reported at 
Hilgei-tshausen are still there. It will observe the ground towards 
Paindorf and Lampertshausen. 

It will delay the enemy's advance, and if seriously attacked will 
fall back on Aabaeh. 

"5. Field kitchens will be sent to Vierkirchen, where they will 
come under the supply officer of the 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. 

" 6. Brigade headquarters at the gang^s cottage 1,000 metres 
north of Esterhofen. 

P., 
" Major-General commauding Ist Ees. Inf. Bde." 



OEUEEa I83ÜBD IN THE IST EE8. InF. EEGT., BAaKD ON BRIGADE 

Opbeation Okdbk No. 2. 

The regimental commander assembled his battalion commanders 
and his supply officer, and issued them the following order : — " The 
field kitchens and supply wagons of the brigade are placed under the 
supply officer. Field kitchens will fill up at once and will be parked 
west of Vierkirchen. The supply wagons, orders for refilling which 
will be issued later, will be parked clear of the 2nd Line Transport 
and east of Vierkirchen. Transport will be drawn up by regiments 
clear of the road. 

" The 1st Bu. will move to the ganger's cott^e, 1,000 metres 
north of Esterhofen, take over the entrenching tools there and then 
march to the hill just east of Jedenhofen, where it will halt, covered 
from the north. One machine gun section, and the tool and 
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techaical wagons of the regiment will accompany this battalion. It 
\vill requisition material in Asbach and Ebersbach. 

" The 2nd Bn. and machine gun company wiU move by Kammels- 
bach to the western part of the wood north of Vierkircben, where they 
will halt and watch the ground in the direction of Petershausen and 
Ehersbach. 

" Battalion commanders and the commander of the machine gun 
company will come as soon ub possible to the ganger's cottage 
1,000 metres north of Eaterhofen, and will ride round the position 
with me." 

The regimental commander found the battalion commanders and 
the commander of the machine gun company waiting for him at the 
ganger's cott^e. The party thereupon rode off towards the hill east 
of Jedenhofen. On reaching the hill, they dismounted and ascended 
high enoi^h to get a good view. 

The commander of the let Ees. Inf. Eegt. then issued the 
following verbal instructions at 2 p,m. : — 

" The valley of the Glonn lies in front of us. The Glenn is 
fordable by inifantry, but it is necessary to reconnoitre it. That 
village half right, with the church with the dome, is Asbach. Over 
there you can see Fetershausen ; the big red building is the railway 
station. That place still farther off half-way up the slope, is Ober- 
Marbach. To the left of Asbach is Wasenhof, the place with the 
red roofs by that bare ground. Farther, to the left, half hidden in 
the trees, is Ziegelberg ; straight across the valley are Eberabach and 
Aufhausen. Our 1st Battalion ia in position there. That gently 
rising hill, on the near slope of which you can see a company of the 
lat Battalion, is hill 508 south-west of AuEhausen. That big village 
to the left in the valley ia Weiehs. The enemy is advancing by 
Schrobenhausen and Aichach. His advanced guards reached Hilgerts- 
hausen, Pipinsried and PfafTenbofen (near Altomiinster) at' noon 
to-day, the 22nd. 

" The Ist Battalion is in touch with the enemy's cavalry. The 
army is holding the Hue of the Glonn from Jedenhofen to Grossberg- 
hofen. The .'ith Army Corps, to which we are attached, has the 
1st Ees. Inf. Bde. on the line Jedenhofen — Älbert«hofen with the 
9th Inf. Div., extending the left as far as Kloster — Indersdorf. 

" The village behind us is Jedenhofen. The right wing of the 
1st Res. Inf. Eegt. which is on our left, is at that place. The 
2nd Bu., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt., and one machine gun section will 
hold the hill on which we are standing. This hill is of great 
iihportance ae it fonns the extreme right flank of the army. It must 
be held at all costs. In the wood on our right front, beyond the 
railway embankment, the 3rd Bn., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt. and the machine 
gim company will be posted as a brigade reserve. Later the 
Ist Battalion will join them if compelled to fall back. ITie corps 
reserve will arrive this evening at Eettenbach and Giebing. 

" Strengthen the position as much as possible to meet attacks from 
the north and from the direction of Asbach. 

"Jedenhofen will not be held. A section of field artillery 
will be entrenched in this section. I Vill be at the railway crossing 
half right, and will inspect the progress of the defensive works about 
4 p.m." 
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While these orders were being issued, the battalion had reached 
the ganger's cottage north of Esterhofen and halted there to take over 
the entrenching tools which had been requisitioned. 

The battalion commander directed his adjutant to ride to. the 
battalion to superintend the taking over of the entrenching tools. 
He was then to lead the battalion into position behind the hill so 
that the companies, when drawn up in line of company columns, would 
he under cover from the Glonn valley. The company conunanders 
were to come at once to the battalion commander, "the latter then 
reconnoitred the hill with a view to its defence. He recognized that 
the most unfavourable part of the position was that opposite the mill, 
fur the enemy would be able to gain that place quickly, and he would 
then be only about 600 metres from the position, even if the line of 
defence were drawn back to the highest point of the hill. This part 
of the position would therefore have to be strengthened specially. It 
appeared feasible to arrange the trenches in tiers, to construct 
positions for machine guns, and to place obstacles in front. These 
measures would considerably strengthen this portion. 

The field of fire to the north in the direction of Ashach was very 
good, and extended to the limits of effective rifle-range. The ground 
was also favourable for defence on the extreme right flank near the 
railway. It should be possible to resist all attacks on this part of the 
position, if the enemy did not attempt a turning movement beyond 
the railway. 

On these grounds, the battalion commander issued the following 
verbal order to his company commanders at 2.10 p.m. : — " The enemy's 
army is advancing to the Glonn by Schrobenhausen and Asbach, 
His advanced guards reached Hilgertshausen, Fipinsried, and 
Pfafleuhofen, near Altomiinster, at 11 a.m. to-day, the 22nd. The 
1st Bn., 1st Ees. Inf. E^t., which is covering the brigade on the far 
bank bf the Glonn at Ebersbach and Aufhausen, is in touch with the 
enemy's cavalry. The Glonn is passable by infantry at most points, 
hut it is necessary to reconnoitre the river as it is deep in places. 
Detachments of our 1st Bn. can be seen on the slope opposite, near 
Ebersbaeh and to the left of that place. 

" The army is holding the near bank of the Glonn. The Ist Ees. 
Inf. Bde. forma the right wing of the 5th Army Corps, to which it 
is attached, and holds the line from this hill on which we are stand- 
ing to Albertshofen, that hamlet with the red roofs which you can see 
just by the wood opposite. 

" The battalion will hold this hill, which forms the extreme right 
flank, (gainst attack from the direction of Ebersbaeh or Ashach. 

" The 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt, is on our left near Jedenhofen, the small 
vill^e below there. The 3rd Bn., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt., will be in the 
wood on the right beyond the railway embankment, and will be 
joined later by the 1st Bn. when it is forced to retire. The corps 
reserve will be at Eettenbaeh and Giebing. 

" I intend to occupy this hill and to hold it to the last. Nos. 5, 6, 
and 7 Companies will be in the front line. No. 8 Company will be at 
my disposal. No. 5 Company will be on the r^ht, pointir^ towards 
Asbach. Its left will be on tifc track from Vierkirchen ; its line of 
entrenchments will extend for 200 metres towards the railway line. 
It will arrange to fiank its position from the railway hue. No. 6 
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Company will be on the left of No. 5, at 100 metres interval Its 
front will be towards the wood soutb of Ziegelberg, and will extend 
for 150 metrea. Trenches will be arranged in tiers. 

" No. 7 Company will prolong the left at 100 metres interval. Its 
front will be towards the mill in the valley. Trenches to be in tiers. 
Its line of defence will be as close as possible to the highest point of 
the hill. Extent of front 100 metres. 

" Two guns of the 2nd Ahteilung, 17th Field Artillery Begiment, 
will be entrenched in the section of No. 6 Company, and one machine 
gun section in that of No. 7 Company. 

" The profiles of trenches will be as strong as possible. Flanking 
fire will b« arranged from the inner flanks of companies. Overhead 
cover and cover for supports'are to be provided. 

" No. 8 Company will send one section to No. 7 Company to make 
wire entanglement ; the material which has been requisitioned may 
be used for this. It will also construct communication trenches to 
the positions of Nos. 6 and 7 Companies. I will point out the places 
where these trenches are to be begun. No. 8 Company will be posted 
here, behind the bill, 

" Companies will work in reliefs. Beliefs will be ready for action 
The position will be marked out at once. Work will b^in as soon as 
I have approved of the positions selected. 

" No. 5 Company will watch the ground between Kotlbach and the 
wood soutb of Ziegelbeig. No. 7 Company will watoh the ground to 
the left as far as Weiehs. 

"Small arm ammunition carts will be behind the hill near No. 8 
Company. I will begin the inspection of the position with No. 5 
Company." 

While this was going on in the 2nd Battalion, the regimental com- 
mander had ridden off with the commander of the 3rd Battalion towards 
the railway crossing 1,800 metres south of Asbach, and during the 
ride had given him the following instructions: — "You know the 
situation, the task, and the disposition of the brigade. Your battalion 
will form the brigade reserve. Move to the gap in the wood east of 
this railway crossing (on the Vierkirchen — Asbach road) and place 
your battalion under cover facing north ; watch the ground towards 
Kollbach and Petershausen, and get connection by signal with the 
Ist Battalion, which has been pushed forward towards Ebersbach. 
Beconnoitre the wood to find out how far it is passable, and report 
your position to brigade lieadqu arters. I will be here at the cottage 
near the railway crossing." 

When the two commanders had crossed the railway, they saw the 
head of the battalion which was marching along the lane between 
Vierkirchen and Asbach, about 400 metres away. The battalion 
commander trotted forward to meet it, directed company commanders 
to come to the head of the battaUon and issued the following verbal 
order at 2.20 p.m, : — " The battalion will take up position at the gap in 
the wood 400 metres in front of us. Its left nank will be at the 
railway crossing; it will face north, Nos. 9, 10, 11 and 12 Companies 
will be drawn up in that order from right to left. No, 12 Company 
will get touch with the troops on the left, 25 metres interval 
between companies. When the battalion is in position, company 
commanders will come to me at 1-he northern edge of the wood." 
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The companies moved at once to their new position. Their form- 
ations varied according to the apace available. The majority were 
in company column, but No. 12 Company on the left was in column 
of squads, in order to take advantage of the cover which the railway 
embankment afTorded. After arma had been piled, the company 
commanders went to meet the battalion commander who was waiting 
lor them at the north edge of the wood. A hill rose in front of 
them about 500 metres from the edge of the wood. This hill lay ia 
the direction of Kollbacb, the two towers of which were clearly 
visible, and connected with the gentle slopes of hill 496 west of that 
place. Hill 496 dominated the hill in question and it -was not 
possible to see beyond it, A better view was obtainable into the 
Glonn valley. The railway embankment which lay below was only 
visible in places, but the Glonn. between Ebersbaeh and Asbach, and 
the hills rising on the far bank were in full view. The section of the 
valley towai-da Aufhausen and Aufhausen itself were also to be seen. 
A long re-entrant which turned eastwards ran from the edge of the 
wood, and .behind it Pillitz lay in view. 

When Major S, had explained the ground to his officers he 
continued as follows : — " The enemy is advancing by Hilgertshaueen, 
Pipinsried and Pfaifenhofen, and reached those places with his 
advanced guards during the forenoon of this day, the 22nd. Hostile 
cavalry have been met north of Authaueen near Weiche. 

" The array will hold the south bank of the Glonn. The 5th Army 
Corps, to which the Ist Res. Inf. Bde. is attached, forms the right 
wing, and will entrench a position from the hill east of Jedenhofen to 
Kloster-Indersdorf. Our 2n(l Bn. is on the extreme right flank on 
the hill east of Jedenhofen, over there where you see the men dig^ng. 
The 2mJ Ees. Inf. K^t is on its left. 

" We form the brigade reserve at the wood north of Vierkirehen. 
The men will lie down. 

" No, 9 Company will place an observation post at the corner of 
the wood, which juts out on our right, to watch the ground from 
Kollbacb, by hill 496, as far as Petershausen. It will keep com- 
munication with the section which has been pushed forward to hill 
496. S^nal mess^ea sent from KoUbach church tower are to be 
read and reported to me. This company will also post a man at the 
southern edge of the wood where he can see Glebing and Eettenbach, 
at which places the corps reserve is expected to arrive towards even- 
ing. No. 11 Company will post a sentry at the railway cottage south- 
east of Asbach to watch the ground between Fotershausen and 
Aufhausen. 

"No, 12 Company will post a group near the railway crossing 
1800 metres south of Asbach, which will watch the ground from 
Aufhausen to Weichs, and keep in communication with the 2Dd Bn., 
let Kes. Inf. Eegt., on the hill east of Jedenhofen. Signalling com- 
munication will be established with the 1st Bn., 1st Hes. Inf. Eegt,, at 
Ebersbach, The Glonn will be reconnoitred from the railway bridge 
north of Asbach by Asbach to Jedenhofen mill. Places where the 
river is deep will be marked. No. 12 Company will post a sentry at 
the corner of the wood in front of us. Captain A. will supervise the 
placing of these sentries and posts. Captain B. will take over the 
command of the battalion till my return in half an hour." 
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Major S. next reconnoitred the ground over -which the hattalion 
might have to act. In doing thiB he bore in mind the following 
considerations : — The battalion forms the brigade reserve and the 
extreme right flank of the army. Though it in not poesible to foresee 
how the battalion wiU be employed, it may be assumed that it will 
be used either to prolong the line of defence or to oppose a hostile 
turning movement In the latter case it may be employed either 
offensively or defensively ; it is also possible tlütt it may be used to 
cover the withdrawal of the 1st Bn., Ist Res. Inf. Eegt. In any one 
of these cases the battalion will have to act in the area between 
KoUbach, Asbach, and the wood north of Vierkirchen. It will, there- 
fore, be of advantage to reconnoitre this ground with a view to the 
employment of the battalion on these various missions, and this 
reconnaissance can be easily carried out while the battalion is not 



In the case of an oflensive forward movement, the ground in the 
direction of Ebershach and Asbach must be considered. The railway 
embankment south of Asbach would have considerable influence on a 
movement iu either direction. It is possible to deploy the battalion 
behind it and to advance direct on Ebersbach if a fire fight from the 
embankment is not sufficient. Besides this, troops may be pushed 
forward towards Ebersbach almost unobserved from the far bank of 
the Glonn, which makes it possible to gain a fire position on the 
outskirts of Asbach. 

The railway embankment ia equally important for the purposes 
of defence whether it be necessary to prolong the position, to assist 
the retirement of the covering troops, or to oppose a turning move- 
ment from the Glonn valley. The high ground between Kollbach and 
Asbach comes next in importance. Should' the enemy attempt a 
turning movement from the direction of Petershausen, the best 
position on which to oppose him is hill 496 west of Kollbach, which 
affords a good defensive position. The fold in the ground running 
parallel to that hill, and to the south of it affords a second position, and 
the edge of the wood, in the western portion of which the battalion 
is posted, forms a final position. The ground is therefore ftivourable 
for defensive action in order to gain time, as it is possible to oppose 
the enemy in a series of positions. 

Lastly, the wood north of Vierkirehen is of importance should 
the battalion be forced to retire, and it will also assist the deployment 
of the corps reserve, which has been ordered to Eettenbach and 
Giebing. 

Major S. made a personal reconnaissance of the railway embank- 
ment, and then galloped off to hill 496 and reconnoitred it also. At 
2.50 p.m he met Lt. M. of No. 5 Coy., 1st Kes. Inf. Eegt., on that hill. 
Lt. M. made him the following report. — " I have posted strong stand- 
ing patrols at Petershausen bridge, at the railway bridge, and at 
Asbach bridge. At the latter my patrol has reinforced the dismounted 
troopers of the Ist Squadron who were already there. I have 
established a signalling station on the western tower of Kollbach 
church. It is in communication with the brigade signalling station 
near Vierkirchen, through Eettenbach church, where there is a 
transmitting station. I have not gained any information of the 
enemy. In marching through Kollbach, I captured a lanoer of th& 
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■enemy's cavalry, who had been thrown from hie horse and therefore 
remained behind in Kollbach. Perhaps you would like to cross- 
«xamine him ; I have not been able to get much iuformation out of 
him. He is not seriously hurt, and I vaa just about to send him 
back on a requisitioned wagon," 

Major S. then gave Lt. M. all available information as to the 
situation, the intentions of the brigadier, and the dispositions of the 
brigade. He also pointed out to him the detfichments of the 
Ist Battalion which were visible on the far side of the Glonn. He 
requested the. lieutenant to repeat any important information to him, 
and told him that the battalion would have a signalling station on 
the railway embankment south of Asbach, at the point where it 
leaves the wood. He informed him that this signalling station had 
been directed to read all messages sent from KoUbach church. He 
learned from the prisoner that he had formed part of a lancer patrol 
which had left Klenau at 4 a.m., that the 1st Lancer Eegt had halted 
the previous evening at that place, and had subsequently marched by 
Kollbaeh on Gross-Nohbach. The prisoner also stated that they had 
met hostile infantry during the foreuoon at Kammerbei^, that during 
the retirement he had had a fall in KoUbach and that his lieutenant 
had directed him to remain behind. 

Major S. returned to the battalion at 3.10 p.m. He was then 
told that the observation posts were in position. A table and chairs 
had been got ready for writing. The major dismounted and his 
adjutant spread out maps, messf^e forms and writing materiat. 
Signalling communication was working with the lat Bn., 1st Ees. 
Inf. Eegt, and also with KoUbach church. Cyclist orderlies were 
at hand. Major S. first dictated to his adjutant a report to bngade 
headquarters, which stated what he had learnt from the prisoner, 
and also a messf^e to the 1st Bn., Ist Res. Inf. Kegt., giving the 
disposition of the battalion and the arrangements for its protection. 



Orders issued in the 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt., based on Brigade 
Operation Order No. 2. 

Colonel A. had directed his battalion and company commanders 
to assemble at the southern end of Eammeisbach. At 2.10 p.m. he 
issued them the following verbal instructions : — " The 2nd Ees. Inf. 
Eegt. wiU entrench a position on the line Jedenhofen-Albertshofen 
and will hold it to the last. The battalion commanders and the 
commander of the machine gun company wUI ride with me along the 
position so that I may allot them their sections. 

" Captain B. (the senior captain) will take over command of 
the regiment, and wiU arrange for the distribution of 400 spades, 
100 picks and 150 axes, equally between the three battalions. The 
battaUons will then move as foUows ■ — Ist Bn. to Jedenhofen, 2nd 
Bn. to the north edge of the small wood north-east of Albertehofen, 
3rd Bn. to the south edge of the same wood. One machine gun 
section will accompany each battalion. On reaching their positions 
the battalions wUl halt under cover from the north. 

" An officer of the 1st Bn. wUI superintend the requisitioning of 
entrenching tools and material for overhead cover and obstacles in 
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Bammelsbach, Vierkirchen, Esterhofen and Paeenbach, and will bring 
what he obtaina on requieitioned transport to Jedenhofen. 

" Field kitchens will fill up from the supply w^ons and both 
will move under the orders of the supply officer Ist Ees. Inf. ßegt. 
The supply officer 2nd Kes, Inf. Eegt. will remain behind. Two 
cyclist orderlies of the 2nd Bn. will be attached to him. 

" Brigade headquarters are at Bammelsbach, and after 3 p.m. at 
the ganger's cottage, 1,000 metres north of E<3terhofen station." 

Colonel A. then rode with the battalion commanders and the 
commander of the machine gun company to the hill south of 
Jedenhofeu. During the ride he gave the officers the following 
information as to the situation : — " The enemy is expected to attack 
in force to-morrow, the 23rd. His advanced guards reached 
Hilgertflhausen, Pipinsried and Pfaffenhofen, near Altomünster, on 
the far bank of the 6-lonn, to-day. These places are from 10 to 12 
kilometres (6 to 7 miles) north-west of the Glonn. 

" The army will oppose the enemy's attack in a defensive position 
on this bank of the Glonn, and will seek to obtain the decision with 
reserves massed on the left bank. 

" The 5th Army Corps, to which we are attached, forms the right 
wing of the army from Jedenhofen to Kloster — Indersdorf. The 
1st Ees. Inf. Bde. forms the extreme right from the hill east of 
Jedenhofen to Albertshofen. 

" One battalion 1st ßes. Inf. Begt. is posted on the hill east of 
Jedenhofen. The 2nd Bes. Inf. Begt. will entrench and hold the 
line Jedenhofen-Albertshofen. One battalion 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. 
forms the brigade reserve at the wood north of Vierkircheni The 
Ist Bn., 1st Kea. Inf.R^t.,is covering the brigade, while entrenching, 
on the far bank of the Glonn near Aufhausen. The section of the 
9th Inf. Div. begins west of Albertshofen. (While the colonel was 
saying this, the party had reached the hill south of Jedenhofen, 
where the 2nd Abteilung, 17th Field Artillery Eegt., was already at 
work.) The artillery which is entrenching here is the 2nd AbteUu-iig 
17th Field Artillery Eegt., which is attached to the brigade. Two 
batteries will come into action on this hill. Tliey have been ordered 
not only to employ long-range fire, but also to engage the enemy's 
infantry at close quarters as long as possible. Tliis must be taken 
into consideration in selecting the position of the fire trenches. 
Heavy artillery will come into position near Pasenbach, the church 
tower of which you can see over the hill behind us. The small 
village in the valley in front of us, a little to the right, is Jedenhofen, 
The right flank of the regiment will be at that place. Beyond it, on 
the far bank of the Glonn, you can see Aufhausen on the left and 
Ebersbach on the right. Both places may be identified by their 
chuich towers, which are of the same character. The big village on 
the left front is Weichs. Further to the left, past that corner of the 
wood, you can see Albertshofen, where our left fiank rests. The 
Glonn is passable by infantry, but is deep in places. Mounted troops 
must use the crossings which have been occupied by our cavalry, 

" I allot the sections of the position as follows : — 

" The 1st Bn. will hold from Jedenhofen (inclusive) to that clump 
of bushes on the lane leading to Albert«bofen. 

" The 2nd Bn. will prolong the left as far as Albertshofen (inclusive). 
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" The profiles of trenches will he as strong as poasibla . Neigh- 
bouring units will make arrangements for communication and mutual 
support. 

"The material collected at Jedenhofen will be equally divided 
between the 1st and 2nd Bns. The latter battalion can also 
requisition in Albertshofen, and, by arrangement with the 33rd Int 
ßegt., in Weieha. 

" The 3rd Bu. will be posted behind this wood, and will be at my 
disposal. Later, it will construct covered communication with the 
front line. 

"Work will begin at once in reliefs, reliefs will be ready for 
action. 

" I will ride along the line banning from the right flank." 

He then went to the commander of the artillery Abteüwng. who 
was close by, and asked him to send the commander of the Imttery 
which would come into action in the infantry position to him. 
When the battery commander, accompanied by his section com- 
manders, had reported himself, Major S. rode off with them and the 
commander of the machine gun company towards the hill east of 
Jedenhofen, which was reached about 2.50 p.m. He there learnt the 
dispositions of the 2nd Bn., 1st Kes. Inf. Kegt, He directed that the 
artillery section which was to entrench there should be so placed aa 
to be able to fire both in the direction of Asbach and towards 
Jedenhofen mill, and also that the machine guns with No. 5 
Company, 1st Eea Inf. Regt., should sweep the ground in front of 
the position of the 1st Bn,, 2nd Kes. Inf. Eegt, 

It was agreed that the right flank of the 1st Bn., 2nd Ees. Inf. 
Eegt., should make arrangements for flanking the ground in front of 
No. 5 Company, Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt. 

Major S. met the commander of the 1st Bn., 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt., 
in Jedenhofen, and arranged with bim that a machine gun section 
should be so placed, on the west ei^ of Jedenhofen, as to be able to 
fire along the ground in front of the position as far as Albertshofen. 
It was also agreed that two guns should be posted at Jedenhofen for 
the same purpose. 

The position of the Ist Bn., 2Dd Res. Inf. Eegt., was arranged as 
follows : — An advanced post for one company was pushed forward a 
little beyond the northern edge of Jedenhofen, the edge of the village 
being strengthened to form a second position. On the left of that 
company, at about 100 metres interval, a trench, about 250 metres 
long, was to be prepared for two companies, the left flank of this 
trench being turned back towards the lane connecting Jedenhofea 
and Albertshofen, The battalion commander intended to keep the 
remaining company behind Jedenhofen in reserve. A covered 
position was being pi'epared for battalion headquarters behind the 
left wing. It was to be connected by telephone with the front lino 
and with the battalion reserve. 

The line of defence for two companies of the 2nd Bn,, 2nd Ees. 
Inf. Eegt., ran along the line of the lane connecting Jedenhofen and 
Albertshofen. Two machine guns, protected by traverses, were 
entrenched at the point where the lane juts forward, in order that 
they might flank the front. One company was drawn somewhat 
back into the Pasenbach valley, and was working at a trench which 
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■was intended to bring fire to bear upon the ground between Weicha 
and Albertahofen, The remaining company was to be posted in rear 
in the Pasenbach valley ae battabon reserve. The headquarters of 
the battalion was to he placed in a trench to he constructed at the 
northern edge of the wood south-east of Albertahofen. This treiich 
waa to be connected by telephone with the front line. 

The regimental commander further directed that the remaining 
machine gun section should be entrenched behind Albertshofen in 
order to sweep the ground in front of the 33rd Inf. Eegt. A position 
was then reconnoitred for the guns which were to he posted in the 
wood south-east of Albertshofen, and a satisfactory position was 
found near the north-west corner. From this point it waa possible 
to bring Jedenhofen mil! under fire, and also to sweep the ground 
in front of the 2nd Res. Inf. Eegt. at close range. 

Colonel A. determined to fix his position at the northern edge of 
the wood. He informed the battalion commandera of his intention, 
and then directed the commander of the 3rd Bn. to come to him. He 
gave the latter the following verba! instructions at 3.20 p.ra. : — " Your 
battalion will remain where it is and be at my disposal. The 
material which has been collected in the wood will be at the 
disposal of the 2Qd Bn. Prepare a eovei-ed position for regimental 
headquarters here, and arrange for telephonic communication with 
the headquarters of the 1st and 2ud Ens. Post a signalling station at 
the southern edge of the wood to connect with the headquarters of 
the 17tb luf. Bde. at Bi-eitenweiseu, and with the headquarters 
of our brigade at the ganger's cottage, 1,000 metres north of 
^terhofen, Eeport to me when communication is eatabliahed. You 
will also arrange for the construction of a communicating trench 
between the edge of this wood and the position of the 2nd Bn., and 
will reconnoitre and mark a covered line of communication between 
your position and Jedenhofen. The regimental band will be under 
the orders of the medical officer." 

The regimental medical officer was then ordered to take the 
necessary measurea for arranging the dreasing station, and to report 
as soon as possible what steps he proposed to take. 

Obdees issued by, and Action of, the Kegimental Medical 
Officer of the 2nd Res. Inf. Regt. 

The regimental medical officer then rode back to the 3rd Bu,, 
where he found the band, and gave the following order to the band 
seijeant: — "The hand will be under my orders. Place the band 
instruments together here and divide the men into three parties for 
requisitioning." 

He then gave further orders as follows : — " I intend to employ 
the band to collect the material necessary for the dreaeing station. 
I particularly want you to get horsed vehicles, in which to transport 
the wounded. The bottoma of the vehicles should be covered with 
hay and atraw for the wounded to lie on. You will also requisition 
clean linen and materials for bandages of all kinds. No. 1 requisition- 
ing party will work in "Vierkirchen, Eammelsbach and Jedenhofen, 
No. 2 requisitioning party will work in Weicha and Albertshofen. 
No. 3 requisitioning party will march to Pasenbach church under 
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the band serjeant and will there receive further ordere. All 
requisitioned material wUl be sent to the exit of Fasenbach on the 
Albertshofen road. March off." 

Senior Medical Officer L. then asked for the medical personnel of 
the 3rd Bn. and directed them also to go to the exit of Fasenbach on 
the Albertshofen road. He then took the medical officer of the 
battalion with him to that point. 

Fasenbach appeared to be well suited for the reception of 
wounded. There was plenty of water and a big inn near the 
railway station suitable for a hospital. The inn had a Isi^ 
room which could be used for operations, and the remaining 
rooms were suitable for accommodating the wounded. A large and 
pleasant courtyard, close by, afforded space for the vehicles bringing 
in the wounded, and a waiting room could also be arranged there. 
If the inn did not pi-ovide sufficient accommodation, as seemed 
probable, for the large number of severely wounded which might b© 
sent in, houses in the vicinity could be gradually adapted for use as 
field hospitals as required. There was plenty of room between 
Esterhofen and Fasenbach to park the vehicles of the field hospitals. 
There could be no question of preparing a central dressing station, as 
no medical company was available for the purpose. After making 
this reconnaissance, and considering the various points mentioned 
above, the regimental medical officer gave the following instructions 
to the battalion medical officer who had accompanied him : — " It is 
my intention, provided my proposals are approved by higher 
authority, to establish a large dressing station in Pasenbach, and 
to make the best possible ai'rangements for the proper care of the 
wounded, who are likely to be numerous. I intend to use this inn 
for that purpose, and the neighbouring houses also in case of 
■ necessity. That shed over there seems to me suitable as a waiting 
room. You will take all the necessary measures for the reception of 
the wounded. The party from the band which has been directed to 
come to the church will be at your disposal for the purpose ; you 
must, in addition, apply to the civil authorities of the place. Only 
requisitioned material will be at your disposal, as I require the 
medical appliances with units myself. Your chief duties will be 
to mark oft' the various positions for hospitals, &c., to see that they 
are clean, to requisition beds and bedding, and to arrange for 
lighting. I am going to ride back to the regiment and will return 
to issue final orders. You will wait for me here." 

Let U8 see for a few moments what steps were taken by the 
battalion medical officer who had remained behind. He first went 
to find the mayor of the place and met him near the church. He 
addressed him as follows : — " Pasenbach and Esterhofen will be used 
for the establishment of a field hospital. The inn near the railway 
station, and houses Nos. 32, 33, 34, and 35 will first be arranged for 
the reception of the wounded. Direct the inhabitants to leave these 
houses, I theo want you to place some of the inhabitants at my 
disposal to clean out those buildings, and to send them as quickly a» 
possible with cleaning materials to the inn. ' I am also compelled to 
require the inhabitants to give up all beds, bedding, and clean linen, 
which they do not require for their immediate use, and to allow 
these things to be collected by my requisitioning party, which will 
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begin at the west end of the vill^e. I alao require you to supply 
me with food, and particularly medical comforts such as spirits. 
Everything which is requisitioned will be replaced in full, and if 
you run short of supplies the military authorities will arrange for 
the feeding of the inhabitants. 

" I want three horsed wagons to be sent to the church for transport 
purposes. It is desirable that some person nominated by you should 
accompany my requisitioning party. I will give you one general 
receipt for everything you deUver. I call your attention to the fact 
that places which distinguish themselves by showing special care for 
wounded are entitled to special favours." 

The mayor immediately placed three horsed wagons at the 
disposal of the medical officei', and asked the clergyman who had come 
up, to accompany and assist the requisitioning party. The battalion 
medical officer then went to the requisitioning party, which had 
halted at the church, and said to them : — -" You have to requisition 
and collect, under the orders of the band serjeanD, bedding, food 
stuffs, spirits, clean linen, etc., from all the houses in Pasenbach, 
beginning at the exit of the village on the Kloster-Indersdorf road, 
and will bring what you have collected to the inn where I will take 
it over. The clergyman will accompany and assist you. These 
three wagons are available as transport." 

He then explained to the clergyman what articles were especially 
required, and returned to the inn in order to superintend its cleaning 
and the establishment of the hospital. 

Meanwhile, the regimental medical officer had returned to the 
regimental commander and laid the following proposals before 
him : — " It appears desirable to arrange for the care of the wounded 
of all the various detachments of the let Ees. Inf. Kegt, which are 
in the front line together. Since medical companies are not available, 
an extemporized central dressing station should, I think, be made up 
from the medical material with the units, and in that case it will be 
necessary to give up any idea of forming a number of battalion 
dressing stations. Pasenbach seems the best place for this extem- 
porized central dressing station. There is sufficient space there, and 
the necessary materials are available to allow of the wounded being 
properly treated. It is, however, necessary that a field hospital be 
sent there later. All preliminary steps have been taken, except a* 
regards the allotment of personnel and material belonging to the 
nnits. For this the situation is not yet sufficiently developed. There 
should be no particular difficulty in getting the wounded back to 
Pasenbach. Arrangements for requisitioning w^ons are in hand, 
and I hope to be able to obtain sufficient to establish two wagon 
stations. I intend to employ the band to accompany these wagons. 
One wagon station might be near Jedenhofen, and the second near 
the edge of the wood where the 3rd Battalion is posted. Wounded 
will be able to reach the latter from the position of the 2nd Battalion, 
either by way of the wood south-east of Albertshofen or through the 
Pasenbach valley. Covered communications at Jedenhofen must be 
reconnoitred and marked out. 

" The lack of personnel causes considerable difficulty. It is to bo 
expected that the wounded of the 2nd Bn., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt., of the 
2nd Abteilung, 17th Field Artillery Eegt., as well as those of the 
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1st Abteilung, Heavy Artillery Begt,, will come to Pasenbaeh, so that 
the niimher of wounded to be dealt with there will probably be 
considerable. It might perhaps be arranged that the medical 
personnel of the unita named should co-operate. Ae I am the eenior 
medical officer in the brigade, the control of the whole would in that 
case be in my hands." 

Col. A agreed and directed his senior medical officer to prepare 
the followii^ message to br^ade headquarters : — 

" No. 1. 2nd Ees. Inf. Regt., 

" Wood south-east of Albertshofen, 
"22. XI.,4.l5p.m, 
" From Senior Medical Officer to Headquarters, 

1st Ees. Inf. Bde., 
" Gar^r's Cottage, 1,000 metres north-east of Esteihofen. 
" Desirable that the medical services of the section of the Ist Ees. 
Inf. Brigade should be under one control. It is proposed to establish 
a collecting station at Pasenbaeh ; preliminary steps have been 
taken. Surest that the medical personnel and material of 2nd 
Bd., 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt., 2nd Ees. Inf. E^t, 2Qd Abtff., 2nd Field 
Artillery Eegt., and of the Ist AUg., 5th Heavy Artillery Kegt., 
should be placed under my orders aa senior medical officer of the 
brigade. Kequest that a field hospital may be sent to Fasenhach on 
the morning of the 23rd. Attached is an appendix to the special 
instructions of the brigade. 

K, 
" Seen A., " Senior Medical Officer," 

Colonel." 

No. 2. Appendix to the Special Instructions of the 1st 
Ees. Inf. Brigade for 23, XI. 

" I. Senior Medical Officer L., regimental medical officer of the 
2nd Ees. Inf. Begt,, will take over the medical services of the 
brigade. The medical personnel and material of the 2nd Bn., 1st Ees. 
Inf. Eegt,, 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt., 2nd AUg., 17th Field Artillery Eegt., 
and of the Ist Abtg., 5th Heavy Artillery Eegt,, will be at his disposal 

" 2. Collecting station at Pasenbaeh. Slightly wounded and sick 
wül be sent there up to 4 a.m. on the 23rd. After that hour slightly 
wounded wiU be sent to the station of the 9th Inf. Div, in Klein- 
Inzemoos. 

" 3. Wagon stations after 4 a.m. on the 23rd will be : — 

(a) 500 metres south of Jedenhofeu on the Vierkirchen road. 

(6) South of the wood south-east of Albertshofen on the 
Pasenbaeh road. Units wül arrange for covered communi- 
cation with those points. 

" 4. One-third of the medical personnel, and all material which is 
not immediately required, will be at 4 a.m. 23. XI., at Esterhofeu 
station at the disposal of Senior Medical Officer L., who will deal 
direct with units." 

The above mesa^e was carried by the adjutant of the 2nd Ees. 
Inf. Eegt., who was directed to report the progress made by, and 
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the diapositiou of, the 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt-, to brigade hetidquartera, 
where he arrived at 4.30 p.ln. 

The following corps order bad reached brigade headquarters, to 
which we will now return, at 4 p.m, : — ■ 

" 5th Army Corps. Eeterhofen, 22.XI. 

" Corps order No. 2 for 22. XI. 3.45 p.m. 

" (Extract for 1st Res, Inf. Brigade.) 

" 1. Hostile advanced guards which reached Hilgertshausen, 
Pipinsried, and Pfaffenhofen, near Altomtinster, this 
morning had not advanced further towards the Glonn at 
mid -day to-day, the 22nd. 

" 2. Tlie Army Corps is entrenching its position, and at dusk 
units will go into alarm quarters as follows : — 

Ist Eee. Inf. Bda. in the area Asbach — Jedenhofen — Alberts- 
hoten — Paeenbach — Vierkirchen (all inclusive). Stroi^ 
covering parties will be held in readiness in the position. 

"3. Outposts. — The 1st Ees. Inf. Bde, will find the outposts 
on the far bank of the Glonn on the line Ziegelbetg — 
Auf hausen to the Weichs — Franking road (exclusive), where 
they will cpnnect with the outposts of the 9th Inf. Div. 
Tlie roads running north from Jetzendorf, Gumpersdorf, 
and Hilgertshausen will be reconnoitred during the night, 
and the valley of the Ilm will be watched. 

" 4. Army Corps headquarters at Esterhofen. — Er^ade head- 
quarters mil send reports there by telephone. 

Special instructions for 22-23, XI. 
(Extract for lat Ees. Int. Bde.) 

" A, Supplies. — A supply depot for the 5th Army Corps will be 
opened from 11 a,m. at Eöhrmoos railway station. The 
supply wagons of the Ist Kes. Inf. Bde,, which will use 
the Vierkirchen — Eiedenzhofen road, will fill up after those 
of the 9th Inf. Uiv,, which will march by Gross- In Kemoos. 
The road between Eöhrmoos railway station, EohrmooB, 
and Schönbrunn ia to be kept clear of traffic. 

" B, Ammunition Supply. — Small arm ammunition carta will be 
emptied. They will refill after 3 a.m. on the 23rd from 
the 1st Infantry Ammunition Column, which will be at 
that time at the exit of Pasenbach, on the Pasenbach — 
Albertahofen road. Artillery ammunition with batteries 
and light ammunition columns will be arranged in ammu- 
nition dep6ts. The Ist and 2ud Artillery Ammunition 
CoUimns will be i-eady to begin issuing ammunition bX 
Gross- In zemooB at 4 a,m. on the 23rd. Ammunition 
wagons of the 2nd AUg., 17th Field Artillery Eegt, 
will march by Pasenbach, but will not pass through thai 
place before 3 a.m. 

" C. Medieal.^-'No. 5 Field Hospital will be in rear of No. 1 
Infantry Ammunition Column in Pasenbach at 2 a.m. 
on the 23rd, for use of 1st Kes. Inf. Bde, No, 6 Field 
Hospital has been dii-ected to be in readiness at Gross- 
Inzemoos at 10 a.m. on the 23rd. It may be moved 
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torward from that place if necesaary. A section of the 
fiold hospital will be sent forward towarda Esterhofen if 
requisitioned. 
" D. 2'nd Line Transport. — 2nd line transport may be brought up 
to umts, but will be parked by regiments near the bivouacs, 
clear of the roads, by 4 a.m. on the 23rd. The 2nd line 
transport of the 2nd Ees. Inf. Bde. will be parked south 
of Vierkirohen, on either side of the lane leading to 
Biedeuzbofen. 
" E. ÄWM Depot. — No, 1 Horse Depot, 5th Army Corps, will be 

at ßöhrmooB to-morrow morning. 
" i\ Field Post Oj^cc.— The Ist Kes. Inf. Bde. will use the 
field post office of the 9th Inf. Div. at BÄhrmoos railway 
station. The postal ollicials have been directed to collect 
letters at brigade headquarters at 4 a.m. to-morrow. 
" Gr. lÄnc of Communication 5tk Army Corps. — Klein-Inzemoos 
— Köhrmoos — Ampermoohing — Schleisaheim — München. 
Kearcflt stationary hospital, München. 
Nearest station on the line of communication, Amper- 
moching. 
" H. Trantport. — Strict order is to be observed in all transport 
columns. The right side of roads is to be kept clear. 
Transport columns will halt clear of all towns and villages. 
"Capt, A. of Army Corps Headquarters is charged with the 
preservation of order in the area Vierldrchen — Pasenbach — Groas- 
Inzemoos — Köhrmoos — Biberbach. His orders are to be unhesitat- 
ingly obeyed." 

This order was transmitted by telephone, taken down and repeated 
for checking. 

The brigade major was about to issue the instructions consequent 
on the above army corps order, the brigade commander having 
ridden off to inspect the position, when the commander of the 1st 
AhteiluTig, 5th Heavy Artillery Regt, arrived. He stated that his 
brigade, which was inarching at the head of the 20th InH Bde., 
would reach Fasenbach at 6 p.m., and that he had been directed by 
Army Corps Headquarters to leave the 20tb Inf. Bde., at Eohrmoos, 
and to march to Pasenbach to come under the orders of the 1st Bes. 
Inf. Bde. The brigade major explained the situation, the intentions 
of the brigadier and the dispositions of the brigade to M^jor X., 
and added : 

" The brigadier intends to place the heavy artillery on either 
aide of the raolway embankment level with this cottage. Its chief 
duty will be to assist the defence of the right flank. It is particularly 
desirable that the heavy artillery should be able to bring fire to bear 
upon the ground on both sides of Aufhausen and about Weichs. 
The brigadier also wishes you to be able to sweep the ground between 
Petershausen and Weichs with fire. The position should be re- 
connoitred at once, as the batteries will have to entrench during the 
iiight. You cannot reckon on any assistance from the infantry, which 
is fully employed." 

Major X. went off at once to reconnoitre, while the brigade major 
returned to his work. Just then, about 4.30 p.m., the brigadier 
returned. He was about to read the corps order, when the noise of 
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heavy firing, which increased rapidly, was heard from the north. The 
brigade staff mouuted to ride to the hill east of Jedeiihofen, frcoa 
which a view of the battlefield was to be expected. 

We will now return for a abort time to the Ist En., Ist Kea. 
Inf. Regt., which is on the far bank of the Glonn. 

Pkogbess of Events in the Advanced Guabd Battalion after 
3 P.M. 

The reports received during the early afternoon stated that Pain- 
dorf and Reichertshausen were clear, but that hostile cavalry, round 
Jetzendorf and Eglersried, made it impossible to reconnoitre towards 
Hi^rtshausen. At least one regiment of lanoere was stated to be 
in Jetzendorf, and at Egletsried were the 2 squadrons of chevaulegars 
which had been driven out of Ebersbach. 

From 2 p.m. onwards the enemy's patrols were active along the 
whole front. A number of lancer and chevaulegeta patrols 
penetrated as far as the Glonn, but were mostly stopped by the 
piquets at the bridges. 

At 4 p.m, the commander of No. 1 Coy., 1st Ees. Inf. Begt., 
reported personally to the advanced guard commander as 
follows ; — 

" For some time my patrols have been unable to get into the wood 
north of Edenpfaffenhofen, as they have been met by fire everywhere 
from the edge of the wood. A patrol leader who has just come in 
reports that Thann is occupied, and he feels certain that there is 
infantry there." 

The advanced guard commander ordered the reserve to stand to 
arms and galloped off with the commander of No. 1 Coy., to the small 
hill; 800 metres north-east of Aufhausen, whence the best view was 
obtainable. He found the hill occupied by a part of No. 3 Section of 
No. 1 Coy., and No. 1 Section was seen in position on the hiU 
immediately east of Aufhaueen. 

About 4 p.m. a few shots were fired haai the edge of the wood 
opposite, and almost immediately afterwards a heavy infantry fire 
was opened on No. 1 Sectioa The latter did not reply, both because 
of the long range, and because nothing was to be seen of the enemy. 

About 4.15 p.m. a dense firii^ line, about 300 metres long, advanced 
from the edge of the wood towards No. 1 Section, and took up a fresh 
position 400 metres in front of the wood. This firing line suffered 
considerable^ loss from the fire of Nos. 1 and 3 Sections, that of 
No. 3 Section, which enfiladed the line somewhat, being particularly 
effective. 

A stationary fire fight now b^an between the two sections of No. 
1 Coy. and the enemy, who was constantly being reinforced from the 
wood. 

About this time the adjutant called the attention of his com- 
manding officer to the fact that No. 2 Coy. was going into position on 
fipur 508. He also read with bis glasses a signal message from thati 
aection which ran as follows : — 

" Hostile infantry attack from the wood, S. of Frankii^." 

The company appeared to be facing north-west towards the south- 
east edge of the wood south of Franking. 
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' ' At'the same time a report amved that several battalions of infantry' 
with artillery, which had marched from Stachusried about 3.15 p.m., 
were approaching Eglersried, and that the 2 sections at Ziegelberg 
were engaged with hostile infantry, in no great strength, advancing 
from lindach. Major M. considered that the t^me had now come to 
break off the action and begin the retreat. He directed his adjutant 
as follows : — 

" Eide to Nos, 3 and 4 Coys, and tell them to fall back in the 
direction of Asbaeh, The medical officer will see that the wounded 
are brought back to Jedenhofen mill, where their wounds will be 
dressed. Ths stretcher bearers of Kos, 3 and 4 Coys., are at his 



As the enemy's line was considerably reinforced about 3.30 p.m., 
he gavfi the following verbal order to the commander of No, 1 
Coy.:— 

" I do not wish to become heavily engi^ed here, and intend to 
move Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, back into a position to cover the retirement 
on the far bank of the Olonn south of Asbaeh. No, 2 Coy. will be 
ordered to fall back towards Jedenhofen mill aa soon as the reserves 
are over the Glonn and have taken up a new position at that place. 
No, 1 Coy. will hold on until No. 2 Coy. has retired, and will then 
fall back, beginning from the left. The company will reassemble in 
Asbaeh. Wounded will be sent to Asbaeh. I am going to place 
Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, in position." 

When Major M. had ridden back to Ebersbach he found his two 
companies already marching towards a ford on the Glonn 400 metres 
south of Asbaeh. He instructed his adjutant to tell No, 2 Coy. ■ 
to retire slowly on the mill at Jedenhofen, where they were to take 
up a fresh position. He was to say that Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, would 
take up a covering position Ijeyond the Glonn south of Asbaeh. 

Major a. then ordered Captain C. to ride back and reconnoitre 
a position behind the Gloim with its left flank about Asbaeh, and 
with a good field of fire towards Ebersbach. 

The battalion commander issued the following order, based on 
Capt. C.'s report, to his two company commanders about 4.50 p.m., 
after the companies had crossed the Glonn : — 

" Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, will take up a position behind the Glonn in 
order to cover the retirement of No. 1 Coy. on Asbaeh, and of 
No. 2 Coy. on Jedenhofen mill. The right of No. 3 Coy, will be at 
Asbaeh, its left on the two bushes on the right front. No, 4 Coy. 
will extend the left for about 160 metres, its left being drawn back 
towardsthe railway embankment. Both companies will front towarda 
the Glonn. The firing line is to be widely extended, supports will 
be behind the railway embankment. I will be behind the railway 
embankment between Nos. 3 and 4 Coys." 

He then rode off towards the railway ■ embankment. The 
commander of No. 3 Coy., as soon as his company had crossed the 
Glonn, gave the order " form company column." And riding in the 
centre of his company contmued : — " Hostile infantry are engaged 
with our Nos. 1 and 2 Coys, on the far side of tiia Glonn. The 
battalion commander does not wish to become seriously engaged, and 
intends to withdraw No. 1 Coy. to Asbadi on our left, and No. 2 
Coy. on Jedenhofen mill on our right. Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, will take 
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up a position Ijehind the GIoHq m ordär to ifacifitate the retiiemect ot 
the other companies. No, 3 Coy. vrill hold from Aabacb on the left 
to the two hushes straight in front of us. Nos, 2 and 3 Sections will 
move at 100 metres interval to covered positions behind the railway 
embankment. No. 1 Section will halt when Nos. 2 and 3 Sections 
have advanced somewhat, will extend and occupy the whole of the 
poeitioti which haa been pointed out. I will be with No. 1 Section; 
Battalion Headquaiiers are on the railway embankment" 

The covering position was occupied about 5 p.m. Similar orders 
Were issued in No. 3 Coy. 

Events had meanwhile developed on the far aide of the Glonn. 
The enemy had been gradually reinforced from the wood east of 
. E^lersried, and Edenpfatfenhofen was in his hands. About one 
section of infantry waa advancing from the southern edge of that 
village -with the intention of occupyin»- Aufbansen. The enfilade 
fire which they received from hill 508, however, prevented them 
from advancing farther. 

The enemy's firing line opposite Nos. 1 and 3 Sections had been 
extended by constant reinforcements to more than 600 metres, its 
left flank was about level with the south-east comer of the wood 
east of Eglersried, In spite of this the commander of No. 1 Coy. 
did not feel that his position was threatened. The enemy's line, 
which had advanced incautiously from the wood, had suffered con- 
siderable loss from the weU-concealed position of No. 1 Coy,, and 
although the company was widely extended, the effect of its 
converging fire was such that the enemy could only gain ground 
very slowly. No. 2 Section reported from Ziegelbei^ that the 
enemy opposed to it was in no great strength, and that the section 
would be able to hold on for some time longer. 

Two ambulance wt^ons were below on the Glonn valley road 
near the wood which has been so often mentioned. The 1st lino 
transport was marching towards Asbach church where it waa to 
halt. 

About 5 p.m, portions of No. 2 Coy. were seen" to be retiring 
towards the Glonn from hill 508; that hill was, however, still 
occupied. About this time Capt. B. gave the following order to 
No. 1 Section of his company, which was on the hill east of Auf- 
hausen : — " The company is not intended to become closely eng^d. It 
will retire on Asbach in succession from the left. When No. 2 Coy. has 
left hill 508, and when its last men have crossed the Weichs — 
Ebersbach road, No. 1 Section will retire on Asbach, .Part of the 
section will make a short stand on the hill north-east of Ebersbach. 
No, 3 Section will retire through the wood south of Ziegelberg, and 
No. 3 Section by Wasenhof. The company will reassemble in 
Asbach. 

" Nos. 3 and 4 Coys, are in a covering position south of Asbach 
behind the Glonn. Wounded will be sent to Jedenhofen mill or to 
the wagons south of the wood south of Ziegelberg. I will he vrith 
No. 3 Section." 

About 5.20 p.m, a number of men were seen to crawl back 
from the firing line of No. 1 Section, and then to run down towards 
the ground north of Ebersbach, while the remaining men increased 
their rate of fire. No. 3 Section also began to retire in a similar 
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manner. The men Who had retired asBembled in the north-west 
corner of the wood under cover, those of No. 1 Section moving direct 
OQ Asbach. 

About 5.30 p.m. the half of Ho. 1 Section still on the hill esat 
of Aufhausen began to retire, and meved in widely extended order 
towards the spur north-east of Ebersbach, where a fresh position 
was taken up. . The men had scarcely reached the new position, 
when the enemy appeared on the hill east of Aufhausen, being 
received with a hot tire from those parts of No. 1 Coy, which were 
still in position. The company commander thereupon gave the 
following order to the commander of No. 3 Section : — " Betire 
through the wood behind us to Asbacb, where I will issue further 
orders. Leave one squad, which will be attached to No. 1 Section, 
behind at the edge of the wood. Nob. 1 and 2 Sections will i'ollow." 

When No. 3 Section had employed rapid fire for some little time, 
and the last of the wounded had been sent ofT, the men began to 
creep back towards the edge of the wood. 

About this time {i.e., 5.45 p.m.) the guns of the 2nd Ahteilung, 
17th Field Artillery Eegt., opened fire from the bill south of 
Jedenhofen. Their shrapnel was soon bursting well above the 
enemy's firing line east of Aufhausen. The commander of No. 2 
Section at Ziegelberg received a message from his company com- 
mander about the same time. It ran as follows : — " Conform to the 
retirement of the company and move on the railway bridge south of 
Petershausen." 

About 6 p.m. the remainder of No. 1 Section left its position on 
a s^nal from the company commander, and retired through the wood 
on ABbaeh. The enemy pursued them with fire which, owing to-the 
twilight, was comparatively harmless. As No. 1 Section was 
descending into the Glonn valley from the wood. No. 2 Section 
was seen to be retiring on Wasenhof. Capt. B. rode on towards 
Asbach, where he found one and a. half sections formed up, and 
gave the following order : — " The company will hold Asbach. Half 
No. 1 Section will occupy the edge of the village which runs down 
towards the Glonn south of the church. The remaining half section 
when it arrives will extend north of the church. No. 3 Section will 
be at my disposal at the church." 

An under-officer was directed to take the following message to 
No. 2 Section at the railway biidge south of Petershausen : — " The 
company is holding Asbach. Leave a strong piquet on the bridge and 
retire with the remainder of your section along the railway embank- 
ment to Asbach church." 

By 6.30 p.m. it was quite dark, and the remainder of No. 1 Section 
under Lt. A. reached Asbach, Lt A. reported that the enemy had 
not followed him up, and that he believed that the enemy hod 
evacuated the bjll east of Aufhausen in consequence of the artillery 
lire. He stated that he had left strong patrols at the north and west 
edge of the wood which he had just come through. Capt. B, there- 
upon determined to leave the half section already posted in position, 
and to keep the remainder of the company together. No. 2 Section 
oame in soon after and reported tiiat the enemy had not followed 
beyond Ziegelberg. One patrol had been left at Wasenhof, and a 
squad at the bridge south of Petershausen, 
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About 6.15 p.m. Major M., the commander of the advanced guard, 
arrived, and on receiving the report of the commander of No. 1 Ctr^. 
iaeued the following verbal order :—" Ist Bn., lat Eea. Inf. S^^, 
will cover the brigade on the line railway bridge north of Asbaoh — • 
Asbach — Jedenhofen mill (inclusive). No. 1 Coy, wiü hold the 
section from the railway brid<>e (inclusive) to a point 1,000 metres 
Bonth-east of Asbach. No. 2 Coy, will hold from that point to the 
right of the line of the 2nd Eea. Inf. Kegt. west of Jedenhofen. 
Strong piquets will be posted along the Glonn, Constant patrols 
will be aent towards Ziegelberg, Aufhausen, and hill 508. Touch 
must be kept with the enemy. The bulk of No. 1 Coy. will remain 
in Asbach, which it will hold in case of an attack. Ist Sq., 
let Res. Cav. Regt., will be ordered to cover the right flank at 
Hockhof. The outpost reserve formed by Noa. 3 and 4 Coya, will be 
near the railway crossing 1,800 metres south of Asbach. Battalion 
headquarters and signalling station wilt he at that placa" 



The Instructions issued by, akd action of, the Bbigadk Staft 

FROM the time WHEN THE ADVANCED OUARD BECAME ENGAGED. 

The brigade staff reached the hill east of Jedenhofen about 4.45 
p.m., and was able from that position to follow the course of the action 
on the far side of the Glonu. 

About 5.30 p.m., when the last two companies of the advanced 
guard were seen to be i-etiring, the 2nd Abteilimg, 17th Field Artillery 
Regt., was ordered to open fire in order to asaiat the evacuation 
of the position. This the artillery did, apparently with good 
effect. 

About the same time the advanced gnard commander reported 
himself to the brigadier, informed him of what had happened, and 
told him the information gained about the enemy, which amounted 
to the facts that about one infantry regiment with some artillery had 
advanced about 2 p.tn. horn Hügertahausen by Gtumpersdorf on 
Stachugried, and that strong bodies were billeted along the Hil- 
gertahausen — Klenau road ; the laiter had not made any forward move- 
ment. The 9th Inf. Div. had also repOTted that hostile infantry ad- 
vancing from Ainhofen had captured Weicha, but had not been able 
to cro^ the Glonn. The advanced guard commander added, that, 
after he had disengaged his two companies, which were still fighting, 
he would occupy in strength a covering position from the railway 
bridge north of Asbach to the mül near Gloun, He requested that the 
2nd Bes, Inf. Kegt, should extend his left at Jedenhofen. He added 
that he would leave the Ist Reserve Squadron to cover the right flank 
in the neighbourhood of Hockhof, and to hold the bridge at Peters- 
hauseu. 

The brigadier expressed his ^^reement with these dispositions and 
then briefly reviewed the situation as follows : — ^The let Bn., Ist Bes. 
Inf. Regt,, had been driven fiom its position on the far bank of the 
Glonn by the enemy in superior numbers. The far bcwk of the Glonn 
was now in the enemy's banda Thougb the enemy's main bodies were 
not yet advancing, and they had for the present only to deal wiA ad- 
vanced detachmeutB, the possibility of theenemyadvancing tothe Glonn 
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m. strength during the night, and beginning a general attack on the 
tnorning of the 23rd, perhaps at dawn, must not be over- 
looked. 

At the least it was to be expected that the enemy would fight in 
some strength in order to obtain information. The first and most 
important duty, therefore, appeared to be to hamper the enemy's 
pMSonnaissance, and to be prepared for a general attack. 

The corps order issued at 3.45 p.m. on the 22nd (see p. 113) was 
based upon a different situation and could no longer be carried out. 
Other measures must therefore be taken, 

] The outpost line ordered could not be held, and it would not be 
possible to assure the troops in rear the complete rest which that 
order had in view. 

The line of protection must now follow the line of the Glonn, and 
to the south of Weichs even this must be given up. The enemy was 
therefore immediately in front of the main position. Thus it was 
necessary, in order to guard against surprise, to keep strong bodies in 
a state of readiness in the position, with reserves in close formation 
behind them, in order to drive back the enemy should he attempt to 
effect a surprise under cover of darkness. 

On the above grounds the brigadier dictated the following 
prder, which was reduplicated on a number of message forms ; — 
■■ . . " 1st Kes, Inf. Bde, 

"Hill east of Jedenhofen. 

"22. XL, 6 p.m. 
' "Brigade Order No. 3 of 22. XI. 

■■■'■ "1. The enemy, estimated atone infantry regiment with artillery, 
has occupied the far bank of the Glonn. Strong bodies of hostile 
troops are on the Hilgertsliausen — Klenau road. 
- "2. The 1st Res. Inf. Bde. will he prepared during the night to 
jneet any attack on its position. Strong detachments will be held in 
readiness in the position with reserves in close order behind 
them. 

Troops not immediately required will be billeted as follows :-— 
-Ist Ees. Inf. Regt, at Rammelsbach and Vierkirchen. 

2nd Ees. Inf. Regt, at Pasenbach and Esterbofen, 

Alarm posts will he occupied as foUowe : — 
3rd Bn., 1st Res. Inf. Regt, at Vieikirchen. 
2nd AUeünng, 1 7th Field Artillery Eegt., at Pasenbach. 
lat Abteilung, 5th Heavy Artillery Eegt., at Vierkirchen. 
Guns will be left in position. 
.. " 3. Protection. — 1st Bn., Ist Ees. Inf. Eegt., will find the outposts 
irom the railway bridge north of Asbach to Jedenhofen mill, inclusive, 
the 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt, extending the left to a point opposite Alberts- 
hofen. Strong piquets will be posted along the Glonn. Patrols wiU 
be constantly sent towards the hills on the opposite bank. The enemy 
must be prevented from reconnoitring as far as possible, and any 
intention to attack discovered ; Asbach and Jedenhofen mill will be 
■held. 

One section 1st Ees. Inf. Regt., will remain on hill 496 west of 
Kollbach as a support to 1st Sq., 1st Res, Cav. Eegt, which will 
bold the bridge at Fetershausen, cover the right flank and continue to 
watch the Hilgertshausen — Klenau road and the Ilm valley. 
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" 4. Brigade Headquarters will be at the railway cotti^e lOOO 
metres north of EaterhofeD. Bepresentatives foi orders will be 
there at 9 p.m." 

The special instructions which had been meanwhile drawn up 
by the brigade major were attached to this order. They- ran as 
follows : — 

" Ist Ees. Inf. Bde. 22. XL, 6 p.m. 

Special instructions for 22-23. XI. 

" 1 . Supplies. — Field kitchens, when filled up, will rejoin their units. 
Those of the 2nd Eea. Inf. Hegt, will go to Fasenbach, those of the 
1st Kes. Inf. Eegt. wiU remain at Vierkirchen, 

Supply w^ons will be refilled. Supply officers will take the 
necessary action. The supply wagons of the 2nd ^tiei/wn^, 17th Field 
Artillery Eegt., and of the 1st Abteilung, 5th Heavy Artillery ßegt., 
will reach Vierkirchen at 7 p.m. and will come under the orders of 
the supply officer of the Ist Res. Inf. Eegt. 

"2, Ammunition Supply. — S,A.A. carts will be emptied. They 
.-will fill up to-morrow from the Ist Infantry Ammunition Column 
" which is at the exit of Pasenbach on the Albertahofen road. Carts 
of the Ist Ees. Inf. Regt, will march by Vierkirchen and Esterhofeh 
and those of the 2nd Inf. Regt, by Albertshofen. 

" 3. Medical, — Senior Medical Officer L. of 2nd Ees. Inf. Regt, will 
superintend the medical arrangements. The medical personnel and 
material of the Ist Bn., Ist Res. Inf. E^t., the 2nd Res. Inf. Regt., 
the 2nd Aiteilun/j, l7th Field Artillery Itegt!, and the 1st Abteilung, 
5th Heavy Artillery Regt,, are at his disposal. He will deal direct 
with units. 

The chief dressing station on the morning of the 23rd will l« at 
Pasenbaeh, where will also be the collecting station for slightly 
wounded and sick. The collecting station for slightly wounded will 
be combined later on with that of the 9th Inf. Div. at Klein- 
Inzomoos. 

No. 5 Field Hospital wiU be at 2 a.m. to-morrow at Pasenbaeh, at 
the disposal of Senior Medical Officer L. Application for an additional 
field hospital and also for an auxiliary hospital train, to be at 
Esterhofen station, will be met when required. 

"4. Transport. — 2nd line transport will remain with units,hut must 
be south of Vierkirchen at 4 a.m., where it will be parked under 
the senior transport officer clear of the road from Eiedenzhofen. 

"5. No. 1 Horse Depot, 5th Army Corps, will be at Eöhrmoos 
village to-morrow morning. 

" 6. Posid/.— Field Post Office of the 9th Inf. Div. will serve the 
1st Ees. Inf. Bde. Letters are to reach brigade headquarters not 
later than 3.30 a.m. 

" 7. Line of Communications, 5th Army Corps, runs as follows : — 
Klein-InzemooB — Eöhrmoos— Ampermocliing — Schleissheim — Mün- 
chen. Nearest station on the lines of communication Ampermoching. 

Nearest stationary hospital München. 

" 8. Transport. — Strict order is to be observed in the transport. 
Captain A. of Army Corps Headquarters is charged with the preser- 
vation of order. His instructions will be obeyed even by senior 
officers. 
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" Lieutenalit X., Brigade tiaiisport officer, will control the trafBo 
on the Pasenbach-Yierkirchen road and in those villc^es. Blocks, 
halting in villages, driving on the left side of the road, are on no 
account to be permitted. 
In writing to : — 

Ist Bn., 1st Eea. Inf. Eegt. 

Ist Ees. Inf. E^t. 

2nd Kes. Inf. Eegt. 

2nd Ablg., 17th Field Artillery Eegt. 

lat AUff., 5th Heavy Artillery Regt. 

Telephone detachment. 

" 1st Ees. Inf. Bde." 
The following instructions were prepared at the same time for 
Lieutenant M., the supply officer of the 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt., who was 
in chaise of all supply vehicles : — 

" The supply depot of the 5th Army Corps will be ready for 
issues after 11 p.m. at Eohrmoos railway station. The supply 
wagons of the brigade, including 2nd Abteilung, l7th Field Artillery 
Eegt. and 1st Abteilung, 5th Heavy Artillery Eegt., which have been 
ordered to be at Vierkirchen at 8 p.m., will move by the Vierkirohen- 
Eiedenzhofen road to Eohrmoos railway station to fill up. The head 
of the column will reach the station at midnight. You will fill up 
after the wagons of the 9th Inf. I)iv., which are marching by Grose- 
Inzemoos. You will not use the Eohrmoos station — Eohrmoos — 
Sehönbrunn road. Strict march discipline will be observed. After 
filling up you will return to Yierkircnen to a position of readiness 
next to the 2nd line transport. Field kitchens will be sent to units. 
Those of the 2nd Ees. Inf. Eegt. will be sent to Pasenbacb, those of 
the 1st Ees. Inf. Eegt. will remain at Yierkirchen. Eeport when 
you have filled up to br^ade headquaiters at the railway cottage, 
1,000 metres north of Esterhofen." 
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THE RETREAT. 



GENERAL IDEA. 



A main Blue Army has ci'dssed the linü of the Isar between 
Landshut and FreisiQg, and is advancing gainst a strong Red force, 
which is known to have passed the Danube at Sain, Ingolstadt and 
Neustadt, and to be advancing south-east 
The Danube is the frontier between Ked and Blue. 



SPECIAL IDEA. 



The Second Blue Anny (Army of the Glonn), which was 
originally Echeloned behind the left flank, had gained touch with 
hoetile detachments on the Glonn. These hostile detachments had 
advanced on the line Schrobenhausen — Aichach, and had deployed 
on 22, XL, on the southern bank of tlie Glonn in order to defend th& 
line Jedenhofen — Gross-Be^hofen. 

The 5th Army Corps formed the right wing of the 2nd Army ; it 
had the 1st Kes. Inf. Bda in position from the hill east of Jeden- 
hofen to Albertshofen, with the 9th Inf. Div. extending the left aa 
far as KJoster-Indersdorf, 

The 1st Abteilung, 5th Heavy Artillery Begt., was placed at 
Pasenbach to fire north. The troops were entrenched. 

The 10th Inf. Div, was held Iwick behind the left wing in the 
area Giebing — Kettenbach. 

Early in the morning of 23. XL, the enemy, who had approached 
the position during the night, had deployed his artillery in strength 
on the heights on the far bank of the Glonn, and developed a 
decisive attack with his infantry against the whole of the front of 
the 2nd Blue Army^ A battle ensued which was at its height about 
midday. 

As the enemy kept extending his left throi^h Wasenhof, and 
hostile reserves were discovered to be in the neighbourhood of 
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Ziegelberg, the 20th Inf. Bde. of the 10th Inf. TUv. waa deployed on 
the line KoUbach — hill 496 — Asbach nnd south of that place to 
extend the r^ht of the Ist Bea. Inf. Bde. 

During the early afternoon the enemy developed a decisive 
attack E^^nst this part of the position also, and advanced in force 
through Feterehausen. This caused the commander of the 10th Inf. 
Div. to deploy his 19th Inf. Bde. which had remained at Giebing and 
BetteubacJi, on either side of the Kammerbei^ — KoUbach road, and 
to counter-attack with it, with .the object of enveloping the enemy's 
left, which had been discovered to be opposite KoUbach. The field 
artillery "Brigade" of the division, which had been kept back at 
Biherbach, was directed to support the counter-attock. 

Meanwhile the 39th Inf. Eegt. which held KoUbach and the hill 
west of that place, was in difficulties. By continually putting fresh 
reserves into the fight, the enemy had gradually gained superiority 
of fire, and when, about 2 p.m., hostile artillery enfiladed hill 496 
from the neighbourhood "of Aufhausen, the 39th Inf Segt waa 
compelled to employ its last reserves in order to reinforce the 
northern front of KoUbach. 

About 3 p.m., as the 38th Inf Eegt. was advancing through the 
small wood south of Fiftitz, and the 37th Inf. Begt was marching 
through Kammerberg in order to deploy for attack east of the 
Kammerberg — KoUbach road, individual men were seen to be 
retiring from KoUbach, and these were soon followed by small 
groups. A final attack with every available man, undertaken by the 
enemy's left wing, had compelled the 39th Inf. Eegt. to give way. 

The divisional commander immediately diverted the nearest 
units of the 37th and 30th Int. Eegts. towards the 39th Inf. E^t. in 
order to check the retreat. 

Events developed in this part of the battlefield up till dusk as 
follows : — 

The advance of the 38th Inf. E^., which carried the 39th Inf. 
Begt. forward with it, and that of the 37th Inf Eegt., on the r^ht, 
succeeded, after heavy fighting from house to house, in driving the 
enemy, who had penetrated inta KoUbach, out of that village and 
pressing him graduaUy back to the Glonn. 

In this fighting the infantry were supported by the 10th field 
ArtiUery "Brigade," which came into action at first on hill 504 north 
-of Kammerbeig, snd then changed position to the heights on either 
«ide of KoUbach. In coming into action west of KoUbach, this 
" Bri^de " came for a time under the fire of hostile artiUery, which 
,wa8 in the neighbourhood of SoUem, but owing to the loi^ ränge 
this fire was not particularly effective. 

The fire of the 10th Field Artillery "Brigade" combined with the 
attack of the last battalion of the 32nd Inf. Eegt., which advanced 
from the WeisäUng wood and struck the enemy's left fiank, at last 
forced the enemy to give way. He suffered heavUy during the 
retreat, for the 5th Dn^oon E^. came up from Glonbercha and 
«barged. 

The situation, about 4 p.m., was asfoUows:— r 

The 19th Inf Bda, mixed with which were portions, of the 
39th Inf. Eegt, extended from Petershausen (its right being about 
opposite Glonbercha) to the railway bridge south-west of that place, 
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and was in dose touch witli the enemy who held Petershausen.. 
Fetershausen was on lira 

The 40th Inf. Begt., which extended the left, was more or leas 
maaaed together, with its Ist Bn. holding the outekirts of Asbsch, 
and engaged with hoBtile skirmishers, who were firing from cover in 
the re-entrant on the far bank of the Glonn. This battalion was 
under heavy artillery fire from the neighbourhood of Aufhausen., 
The 2nd Bn., 40th Inf. Regt., which was turned sb'ghtly back, 
owupied the railway embankment south of Asbach, and was engaged 
with lin^ of hostile infantry which had attacked the railway 
embankment about midday, but had fallen back almost to the 
Glonn when their attack had been shattered. 

Still further to the left lay the trenches of the Ist Ees. Inf. Bde., 
the right wing of which was on hill 485 east of Jedenhofen. The 
enemy's attack on these trenches had also failed, and he liad fallen 
back to Ebersbach. 

The 3rd Bn., 39th Inf. Eegt., had been collected when the 
r^ment was passing through Kollbach, and was kept back as 
brigade reserve. The 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. K^t., and the 10th Pioneer 
Coy. were still at the disposal of the divisional commander on the 
Eettenbaeh — KoUbach road, west of Piflitz, 

One company, 37th Inf. Eegt., had been pushed out to Weissling 
to protect the right flank, and had piquets at Pelka and Waltenhofen. 

The 5th Dragoon Eegt. had been rallied, and was at Mühldorf. 
It was watching the Glonn valley as far down as Allershausen, and 
held the bridges at Hohenkammer and Herechenhofen. 

Divisional headquarters were at Piflitz. Observing officers were 
on the church towers of Kammerbei^ and KoUbach, in signalling 
communication with divisional headquartei's. 

Telephonic communication was established with KoUbach, where 
were the headquarters of the 19th Inf. Sie. and 10th Field Artillery 
" Brigade" and with the ganger's cottage south of Asbach, the head- 
quarters of the 20th Inf. Bde. 

The headquarters of the 10th Inf. Div. were connected with the 
headquarters of the 5th Army Corps at Esterhofen station by field 
telegraph, 

The field kitchens of the 20th Inf. Bde. were near Eettenbaeh, 
those, of the 19th Inf. Bde. were just north of Giebing, clear of the. 
road, under the supply officers. Dinners had been issued to the 
20th Inf. Bde. at mid-day, but the field kitchens of the 19th Inf. 
Bde. were still full. 

The 2nd line transport of the division, at the head of which were 
the divisional bridging traui and the divisional headquarters 
b^^age, was halted on the Lotzbach — -Biberbach road, with its head 
1 kilometre south of Biberbach. The ammunition of the Ist line 
traiiaport waa completely expended; the empty S.A. A. carts of thB 
20th Inf. Bde. were collected north of Eettenbaeh, clear of the 
KoUbach road. Those of the 19th Inf. Bde. were south of 
Giebing in the angles between the roads from Biberbach and 
Eettenbaeh. A cyclist officer had been left behind by each brigade 
in cluu^e of the S.A.A. carts. 

The ammunition in the light ammunition columns of the field 
artillery had been used up to replace the ammunition expended by 
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the batteries. The light ammunition columns were, therefore, 
standing empty in the area between Eammerberg and Flflitz, facii^ 
north. 

The following dreBsiug ntations had been established : — 

Begimental dressing stations of the 19th Inf. Bde. were collected 
in Kollbach, those of the 40th Inf. Begt. were in the valley runnii^ 
from the railway embankment aonth l5f Asbach towards Fiflitz. A 
small auxiliary dressing station was established in Asbach. 

The bearer company of the 10th Inf. Div. was employed at the 
chief dressing station, which was established at the point where 
the Eettenbach — KoUbaeh road leaves the wood north of Rettenbach. 
The 10th Field Hospital, 5th Army Corps, had been established in 
!Rettenbach since 2 p.m. and looked after the wounded who were 
brought to that place. A number of houses had been prepared for 
the reception of the wounded, and about half the beds in the hospital 
were in use. The stream of wounded increased hourly. No. 9 
Field Hospital had been ordered to Kollbach, and was expected to 
arrive in half an hour. 

No. 1 Infantry Ammunition Column and the 1st and 2nd 
Artillery Ammunition Columns had been directed by Army Corps 
Headquarters to be at Vierkirchen at 7 p.m., at the disposal of the 
10th Inf. Div. The ammunition depot of the 5th Army Corps was 
to be ready for issue at Köhrmoos at midnight. 

The Field Post Office of the 10th Inf. Div. was in Eettenbach, 
that of the 5th Army Corps was at Eöhrmoos railway station. 



Action of, and Orders issdbd by, the Ditisional Staff after 
4 P.M. (23. XI). 

Shortly after 4 p.m. an ofßcer from the headquarters of the 5th 
Army Corps reported himself at divisional headquarters, and gave a 
copy of the following order to the divisional commander ; — 

" 5th Army Corps, " Headquarters, Esterhofen Station. 

23. XI., 3 p.m. 
" Confidential. 

" To the Commander of the 10th Inf. Div. 

" 1. According to reports of reliable f^nts, hostile reinforcements 
are advancing down the Ilm valley on Ilmmünster. The right wing 
of the enemy's main army is advancing on Freiaing. 

" 2. The 1st Army has been driven back behind the Isar by the 
enemy in superior force to-day, 23rd. The Snd Army will retire 
during the night of the 23rd-24th, by Dachau and Palsweis in 
order to connect with the left of the Ist Army. 

" 3. The 5tli Army Corps will take up a position behind the 
Amper on the line Weng — Ottershausen in order to cover the retreat 
of the army. Those units which are not in the front line will march 
to the new.position at 4 a.m, to-morrow. 

" 4, Lines of retreat are as follows : — 
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10th Inf. Div. by BachenliauBen — Gross-Uöbach and west of 
that place ae far as Vierkirchen (exclusive)— Schönbrunn — 
Amperpettenbach — Haiinhausen. The divisioii may use 
the bridges on the Amper north-east of Haiinhausen. The 
1st Ees. Inf. Bde. will use the Vierkirchen — Schönbratm 
Amperpettenbach — Haimhausen road. 

The 9th luf. Div. will use toads west of those allotted to Ist 
Ees. Inf. Bde. as far as the Groes-Inzemoos — Unter- 
Weilbach — Herbert^hausen road inclusive. 

"5. The 10th In!. Div., to which the 5th Dragoon Eegt. at 
Hohenkammer ia attached, will reconnoitre at once on the line 
Allershausen — Hohenkammer— Petershausen towards Freising and 
the valley of the Ilm, and will find out the position of the right 
wing of the enemy's main army as well as that of the hostile troops 
reported in the Ilm valley. Negative report« are required. 

" 6. Eear guards will follow when the situation admits, under the 
orders of a brigadier to be appointed by the 10th Inf. Div., who will 
take over command at 4 a.m. to-morrow of all covering detachments 
remaining on the Glonn. 

" 7. The 2Qd line transport of all columns under divisional control 
must be clear of the area between the Glonn and the Amper before 
4 a.m. to-monow. Empty transports will move by Schleissheim to 
Hünchen. 

" 8. The Ist ^helon of the ammunition columns and train of the 
5th Army Corps has been ordered to Lohhof ; the 2nd fehelon to 
Erching (east of the Isar). The depdt at Höhrmoos has been 
evacuated, supply wagons have been ordered to Lohhof, where they 
can fill up after midnight. Transport vehicles of the 10th Inf. Div. 
will use the Grosa-Nobach — Maisteig road. 

" 9. Army Headquarters move at 3.45 a.m. by motor car through 
Ampermoching to Haimhausen. Eepresentatives of divisions and 
of the 1st Kes. Inf. Bde. will be there at 4.30 &.m. 
Transmitted by 

" Captain F., 

" Adjutant, Headquarters 5th Army Corps. X., 

" General" 

Captain F., the bearer of this order, reported at the same time that 
the Army Corps Telegraph Detachment would reel up the line from 
Pifiitz to Esterhofen, beginning from Piflitz, at 3.45 a.m., and that he 
was attached to the headquarters of the 10th Inf. Div. as reporting 
officer. 

Captain G., the general staff officer of the 10th Inf. Div., then 
marked out on the map spread out in front of him the lines of retreat 
of the units of the 5th Army Corps, and verified the positions of the 
places named in the army corps order. He then placed the 
following appreciation of the situation before his commander : — 

'■' The enemy immediately in front of our infantry on the Glonn 
has been beaten, and will not be in a condition to interfere seriously 
with the retreat which is to be begun to-night. The first step 
necessary is to reoi^anize the units which have become mixed up in 
the battle, and to arrange for the proper issue of orders. The section 
of defence extending from the right wing, east of Petershauseu, as 
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far as the railway bridge, 120 metres south-west of tliat place, may 
be placed under Major-Geueral P., commauder of the 19th Inf. Bde. ; 
the next section on the left through Asbach, as far as the r^ht Sank 
of the 1st Ees. Inf. Bde., may be allotted to Colonel B., commander 
of 40th Inf. Regt., as the commander of the 20th Inf. Bde. has fallen. 

" The next thing is to withdraw troops fit)m the front line and 
place them in readiness in positions in rear ; in doing this the front 
line must be left sufficiently strong to prevent the enemy breaking 
through. These measures can ouly be carried out after dark. The 
detachments of the 19th Inf. Bde. withdrawn from the frdht line 
may he suitably ordered to EoUbach, and behind hill 496, west of 
that place, those of the 20th Inf. Bde. being sent to the wood north 
of Vierkirchen. These units can then be fM from the field kitchens 
which should be broiight up to them. They should march at 4 a.m. 
by Kammerberg and Giebing respectively. 

"AVe are ordered to retire behind tlie Amper; the bridge at 
Grosa-Nöhach is the only one available. Aa hostile troops are 
reported to be in the Ihn valley and the right wing of the enemy's 
main army is advancing on Freising, it is possible that hostile 
cavalry coming from the north may reach the Amper at any time. 
The bridge at Gross- Nöbach must, therefore, be occupied as soon as 
possible, and also the bridges at Thumaberg and Kranzbei^, but in 
less strength. It is also necessary to arrange for the reconnaiasance 
of the Amper, and of the country about Weng and Groas-Nobach, 
with reference to defence against attack from the west and north-west. 
It ia also neceasary to arrange for the construction of bridgea south 
of Grosa-Nöhach. The divisional bridging train is available for 
this, and should march at once to the Amper, together with the 
pioneer company, a company of infantry and some cyclists. 

" It is of special importance to initiate freah reconnaissances of 
the enemy's main array and of the enemy advancing down the Ilm 
valley. The concealment of the retreat from hostile cavalry recon- 
naissance by occupying the crossings of the Glonn from AUerahausen 
to Herschenhofen must also be arranged. For thia the 5th Dr^^oon 
Kegt. is available. 

" Finally, it is very important to clear the area between the 
Amper and the Glonn of transport as quickly as possible, but the 
troops must first be supplied with food and ammunition. The 
supply and for^e wagons are at Biberbach. If orders are issued at 
once, those of the field artillery can be ready at Kammerberg, those 
of the 19th Inf. Bde. at Giebing, and of the 20th Inf. Bde. at 
Bettenbach, between 6 and 7 p.m. They can then either fill up the 
field kitchens direct or be off-loaded for use later. They should have 
completed the issue of supplies by 10 p.m., and have crossed the 
Amper at Gross- Nobach at latest between midnight and 1 a.m., thus 
clearing the way for the ammunition columns, which will be ready 
to move from Vierkirchen after 7 p.ra. If the ammunition columns 
begin to issue at Kammerberg, Giebing and Rettenbach about 
11 p.m., they can certainly be behind the Amper by 4 a.m. 

"The medical services must be informed as soon as possible of the 
intended retreat, so that they may economize in personnel and 
material as far as possible. It will be best to make no further use 
of Ho. 9 Field Hospital. Slightly wounded can march with 2nd 
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line transport to Eching, severely wounded can be sent back in the 
empty supply wagons from Kammerberg, Giebiog and Kettenbach. 
Ko, 9 Field Hospital should move to Eching, whence the wounded 
may perhaps be sent to München by train. It will be necessary to 
apply to Army Corps Headquarters for this. Collecting stations for 
slightly wounded should be closed at once, and the chief dressing 
station as soon as possible. The dressing stations of nnits must still 
remain open. Personnel no longer required can retire with the rear 
guard. . 

" These orders should be drafted at once. As r^ards the final 
order for the retreat, the disposition of the division for this purpcwe 
must still be considered. In arranging this it must be remembered 
that it is not impossible that the enemy may operate by way of 
Hohenkammer, or that he should penetrate into the Amper valley 
from AUershausen." 

Lt.-General D., divisional commander, approved of the proposals 
of his general staff officer, and instructed him to prepare the necessary 
orders at once. 

Captain G. thereupon dictated the following order to his clerk, 
who used a typewriter which was carried in the divisional head- 
quarters' motor car. A number of copies were made of the order. 
" I., 10th Inf. Div. 

" Piflitz, 23. XI., 4.30 p.m. 
" To commander 2nd line transport, 10th Inf. Div., Biberbach. ' 

" The 2nd line transport will march at once by Giebing — Kammer- 
bei^ — Bachenhausen — Water-Eruct to Eching. The Divisional 
Bridging Train will await the Pioneer Company, which is on its way 
to Fahrenzhausen. Supply wagons of the Field Artillery " Brigade " 
will march to Kammerberg ; those of the 19th Inf. Bde. to Giebing, 
and of the 20th Inf. Bde. from Giebing to Bettenberg : those of the 
5th Dri^oon Eegt. will march from Kammerberg to Lauterberg. 
They will park at the places named, clear of the roads, and wait for 
further orders. The collecting station for slightly wounded at 
Biberbach will be evacuated. Personnel and material together with 
the slightly wounded will accompany the 2nd line transport. 
G.. 
" Capt., Gen. Staff Ofacer, 10th Inf. Div." 

The senior medical officer of the division had meanwhile 
prepared the following order on a messf^e form, making several 
copies of it. 
" II., 10th Inf. Div. 

" Piflitz, 23. XI., 4.30 p.m. 
" To No. 9 Field Hospital, Kollbach. 

" To Chief Dressing Station, 10th Inf. Div., north of Eettenbach. 
" To No. 10 Field Hospital, Eettenbei^. 
" Only such personnel and material as is absolutely necessary will 
be used, the remainder will be held in readiness to march. 

" Severely wounded will be sent to Kammerbeig, Giebing, and 
Kettenbach, at which places empty supply wagons will be available 
until 10 p.m., for further transport to Eching. 

" No. 9 Field Hospital will march at once to Eching and make 
preparations for the reception of the wounded there. An auxiliary 
(B 760) I 
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hospital train liaa been ordered to be at Eehing on the morning of 
the 24th. 

" The collecting station for slightly wounded at Siberbach will be 
evacuated. Slightly wounded, together with the personnel and 
material, will march with the 2nd line transport to Eehing. 
"A., 
" Senior Medical Officer, 10th Inf. Div." 

When Captain G. had looked through the latter order, both orders 
were handed to an orderly officer of the divisional staff, with inatruc- 
tions to go first to Kollbach to No. 9 Field Hospital, then to the chief 
dressing station and No. 10 Field Hospital at Kettenbach, and after- 
wards to the 2nd line transport at Biberbach. "When he had done 
this he was to remain on the Giebing— Eettenbaeh road with two 
orderlies from the escort to divisional headquarters and to devote all 
his energies to the preservation of order in the transport. He was 
told that, after the supply wagons had marched off, the 1st Infantry 
Ammuoition Column and the 1st and 2nd Artillery Ammunition 
Columns would come in from Vierkii-chen, fill up the ammunition 
of the various units at Kammerberg, Giebing, and Bettenbach, and 
then march by Bachenhausen to Gross-Nöbach. He was directed to 
requisition the assistance of the inhabitants in lighting the roads by 
means of bonfires, and also in lighting the houses in the various 
villages, to mark the exits of villages, and to employ men acquainted 
with the locality to point out the way. He received the following 
paper as his authority : — 
" 10th Inf. Div, 

" Piflitz, 23. XL, 4.45 pjn. 

" Lt. M. of the headquarters, 10th Inf. Div., is charged with the 
preservation of order on the Eettenbaeh — Giebing — Kammerbei^ 
road, and also on the Giebing — Biberbach road. Hia instructions 
are to be rigidly complied with even by officers who are senior to 
him. D., 

10th Inf. Div. " Lt.-Gen. commanding the Division." 

Captain G. then requested the two divisional adjutants to ride to 
the commander of the 19th Inf. Bde. to find out the situation there, 
to arrange that the brigade should send one infantry company at 
once to I^mmerberg, and that the commander of that company should 
report himself as soon as possible at divisional headquarters at 
Piflitz. Three cyclist officers were to be sent at the same time to 
Kammerberg, to be at the disposal of the commander of this company. 
The adjutants were directed to return by way of the position of the 
pioneer company, and to direct its commander to march his company 
at once by Kammerberg to Unter-Bruck, coming himself to Piflitz for 
orders. 

After iaauii^ these instructions, the divisional general staff officer 
dictated to the typewriter the following order to the commander of 
the 5th Dragoon Eegt. :^ 
" 10th Inf. Div. 

"Piflitz, 23. SI., 4.46 p.m. 
" To the Commander 5bh Dragoon Segt. (coofidential). 

" 1. The 1st Army has been driven over the Isar on the line 
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Landshut — Freiaing by superior force : the 2nd Army will fall bact 
during the night of the 23rd-24th. XI., through and north of 
München. 

" 2. According to reliable information the right wing of the enemy's 
main army is advancing on IVeising. Fresh bodies of hostile troops 
are reported to be in the valley of the Ilm marching on Ilmmiinster. 

" 3. The 5th Array Corps will cover the retirement of the array 
from a position behind the Amper on the line Weng — Otterehausen. 

" 4 The 10th Inf. Div. will retire at 4 a.ra. by Bachenhansen on 
Gross-Nobach, leaving rear guards opposite Petershausea and 



" 5. Reconnoitre the valley of the Glonn, between Glonn and 11m, 
and the valley of the Ilm, and find out the position of the enemy 
reported to be in the Ilm valley and also that of the right wing of his 
main army. The enemy at and west of Petershausen must be 
watched. 

At the same time you must delay the advance of the enemy over 
the Glonn on the line Allerehansen (inclusive) — Herschenhausen 
(inclusive). The bridges over the Glonn may be destroyed. The 
crossings at Kranzberg and Thurnsbei^ will be occupied and held 
to-night by cyclists. If forced back, join the right flank of the 
division. Send one section as soon as possible to the bridge ftt Gross- 
Nobach to be at the disposal of the infantry commander at that place 
and two sections to Piflitz to be at the disposal of divisional 
headquarters. 

The r^imental supply wf^ons will be at Lauterbach between 7 
And 8 p.m., to march not later than 11 p.m. by Jarzt — Gross-Nobach 
to Lohliof, where they will fill up. 

" 6. Divisional headquarters will be at Piflitz till 4 a.ra. and will 
then move by motor car by Baehenhausen to Gross-Nobach. Eepre- 
fientative for orders is to be at the latter place by 4.30 a m. 

"lOtb Inf. Div." 

This order was then handed to the first adjutant of the division, 
-who was instructed to deliver it by motor car. He was to hand it 
personally to the commander of the 5th Eegt. at Hohenkammer, and 
to make himself acquainted with the situation at that place. 

The following divisional order was then prepared at divisional 
headquarters : — 

" 10th Inf. Div. " Piflitz, 23. XI.. 6.30 p.m. 

" Divisional Order No. 3 for 23.XI. 
" 1. The enemy has been repulsed along the whole front of the 
army. The 10th Inf. Div, holds the crossings at Peterahausen and 
Asbach, 

" 2. The division will hold its present position without advancing. 
The following will be the sections of defence : — Major-Gen. P., 
«ommander of 19th Inf. Bde, will hold the section from the right 
wing as far as the railway bridge south of Petershausen (inclusive) ; 
the section from the railway bridge as far as the position of the Ist 
Bes. Inf. Bde will be under Col. B., who will take over command of 
the 20th Inf. Bde. 

" 3. Units will reorganize, and after dark will withdraw as many 
men as possible frora the front line, which must, however, be 
(B760) I 2, 
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sufficiently strong to prevent the enemy breaking through. The 
19th Inf. Ede. will aasemble at Kollbach. The 20th Inf. Bde. will 
assemble ia the wood north of Vierkirohen, west of the road con- 
necting Bettenbaoh and Kollbach. Brigades will bivouac at the 
places of assembly. 

" 4. The Field Artillery ' Brigade ' will leave one Abteilung to 
support the 19th Inf. Bde. on the line of the Glonn. Guns will 
remain in position after dark. The remainder of the 'Brigade' 
will pass the night at Kammerbeig, Bachenhausen, and Viehbach. 
The 'Brigade' will obtain an escort from the 19th Inf. Bde. in 
KoUbach. 

" 5. Divisional headquarters, which will be marked by a lantern, 
will be at Piäitz. Eepresentatives will be there for orders at 9 p.m. 
The telephone detachment will establish etations at Kollbach, at 
the ganger's cottt^e south of Asbach, and at Piflitz. 

Special Instructions for 23-24. XL 

" 1, Supply. — Supply wagons will reach the following positions 
between 6 and 7 p.ni. ; — 

Those of the Field Artillery ' Brigade' Kammeiberg. 

Those of the 19th Inf. Bde., Glebing. 

Those of the 20th Inf. Bde., Eettenbach. 

Issues will be completed as soon as possible, and supply vehicles 
will march not later than 11 p.m. by Eachenhausen to Lohhof, where 
they may resume work after midnight. They will march by brigades 
under brigade supply officers. Eequisitions from the medical service 
for transport for wounded are to be complied with. 

" 2. Ammunition. — The 1st Inf. Ammunition Column will send 
one section to Giebing for the 19th Inf. Bde., and one section to 
ßettenbach for the 20th Int. Bde., from Vierkirohen at 11 p.m. 
1st and 2nd Artillery Ammunition Columns will send ammunition 
for the Field Artillery 'Brigade' from Vierkirohen at 11 p.m. to 
Kammerbei^. Issue of ammunition must be completed by 2 a.m. 
Empty columns will march to München, and must be east of the 
Amper not later than 4 a.m. 

" 3. The Field Post Office for the 19th Inf. Bde and the field 
artillery will be at 10 p.m, in KoUbach, and for the 20th Inf. 
Bde. at the brigade bivouac. 

" 4. A mounted officer of the field artillery wül be sent to 
Kammerbei^, another from the 19th Inf. Bde. to Giebing, and 
another from the 20th Inf. Bde. to ßettenbach to preserve order and 
control traffic. 

Lt. M., of divisional headquarters, is charged with these duties od 
the Eettenbach— Giebing — Kammerbeig road. 

" 5. Vill^es will be lighted, and guides posted at the exits. 
Strict discipline is to be maintained among the transport. Transport 
not in movement will be drawn up on the sides of roads clear of 
vilh^s." 

10th Inf. Div. 
After this order had been read to the divisional commander and 
signed by him, it was dictated to the representatives who bad come 
for orders. The latter left to take it to their units at 5.45 p.itt. 
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Meauwhile, the general staff officer had gone to the telephone, 
called up army corps headquarters, and asked for an of&cer. He then 
asked whether it would be poaaible to send an auxiliary hospital 
train to Eching on the morning of the 24th, in order to traoBport 
the wounded of the 10th Inl. Div. from that place to München. He 
received the reply that the train for the 10th Inf. Div, would be 
ready at Echii^ on the morning of the 24th. 

The following messages were then prepared and handed to a 
mounted officer of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Kegt., which was close hy, 
to deliver : — 

"I. 10th Inf. Div. Piflitz, 23.Xr., 6 p.m. 

" To Ist Infantry Ammunition Column and Ist and 2nd Artillery 
Ammunition Columns at Vierkirchen. 

" The Ist Inf. Am. Col. and 1st and 2nd. Arty. Am. Cola, are 
under the orders of the 10th Inf. Div. ; they will move from 
Vierkirohen at 11 p.m. (not earlier) as follows : — 1st and 2nd Arty. 
Am, Cola, to Kammerberg for issues to 10th F.A. Bde. 1 section, 
1st Inf. Am. Col., to Giebiug for issues to 19th Inf. Bde. 1 section, 
lat Inf. Am. Col., to Bettenbach for issues to 20th Inf. Bde. The 
issue of ammunition must be completed at 2 a.m. Columns will 
then be closed up, and march by Bachenhausen — Groaa-Nöbach — 
Lohhof to München. 

" II. 10th Inf. Div. Piflitz, 23. XI., 6 p.nL 

" To the Field Post Office, 10th Inf. Div. at Eettenbach. 

" Letters of the 19th Inf. Ede. for despatch will be received at 
Kollbach till 10 p.m. ; those of the 20th Inf. Bde. at the brkade 
bivouac in the wood north-east of Vierkirchen ; and those of the Field 
Artillery 'Brigade' at Kammerberg, also at 10 p.m. The Field Post 
Office will he ready to move off from Bettenbach at 3 a.m." 

Shortly after these messages had been despatched, the com- 
manders of the 10th Pioneer Coy. and of the 10th Coy., 38th Inf 
Eegt., which had been ordered to Kammerberg, reported themselves. 
They received the following instructions from the general staff 
officer, who added that everything relating to the retreat was to be 
considered as confidential : — 

" The 2nd Army is retiring behind the Amper and on München 
during the night of the 23rd-24th. XI. The 5th Army Corps will 
cover this retirement gainst fresh bodies of the enemy which are 
reported to he advancing up the Ilm valley, and also against the 
right wing of the enemy's main army, which is reported to be moving 
on Freising. The 5th Army Corps will take up a position behind 
the Amper on the line Weng — Ottershausen. The 1st Army has 
been driven by an enemy in superior force behind the Isar on the 
line Landshut — Mossbui^ — Freising. No. 10 Coy. will move at 
once to Gross-Nöhach, and will occupy the bridge there and the 
crossing leading to Weng. 3 cyclist officers and 10 cyclists of 
the 19th Inf. Bde., who have been ordered to Kammerbeig, and 
1 section of the 5th Dragoon Eegt., which has been ordered to the 
bridge at Gross-Nobach, are available to hold the crossings at 
Kranzbei^ and Thurnsbei^. The company will reconnoitre east of 
the Amper towards Freising. The pioneer company will join the 
divisional bridging train, which has been ordered to Fahrenzhausen, 
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and will throw a bridge suitable for all arme and a number of foot 
hridgea between Unt«r-Bruok and Haimhausen. Sketches showing 
the position of and approaches to bridges to be sent to divisional 
headquarters as soon as possible, A report on the river Amper 
between Appercha and Aniperpettenbach is required at the same 
time. Fortfe in this section of the river are to be reconnoitred and 
marked. 

" The rearmost units of the division will begin the retirement on 
Gross-Nöbach at 4 a.m. Up to that hour the roads are being used 
by the transport, supply, and ammunition columns. Divisional head- 
quarters are moving from Piflitz at 3.30 a.m. by motor car to Gross- 
Nöbach." 

Lastly, an artUlery lieutenant attached to the divisional head-. 
quarters as orderly officer was directed to reconnoitre the roads 
from Giebing by Gramling to Bachenhausen, from Milbertshofen 
to Viehbach, and from Eettenbach by Wiedenhof to Biberbaeh and 
Obemdorf. 



IN8TEUCTI0NS ISSUED IN THE 19tH InF. BdK. 

We will now see what instructions were issued in the 19th Inf. 
Bde, in consequence of the divisional order given above. 

Divisional Order No. 3 reached the commander of the 19th Inf. 
Bde. about 5.45 p.m., just as he had gone to hill 496, west of 
■ Kollbach, to examine the general situation. 

The various detachments in this part of the battlefield were 
known to be disposed as follows : — 

The greater part of the 37th Inf. Eegt. was astride the Höckhof 
— Petershausen road opposite Petershausen ; small detach- 
ments held Weissling and Glonbercha to cover the flank ; 
there was a small reserve at Höckhof. The 38th Inf. Eegt. 
extended the left of the 37th Inf. Eegt., and held the line 
of the Glonn as far as the neighbourhood of Asbach, 
Detachments of the 39th Inf. Eegt. were mixed up with 
both regiments. 
The 3rd Bn., 38th Inf. E^t., was still at the disposal of the 
br^adier south of Kollbach, as he had withdrawn it from 
the front line after the re-capture of that village. One 
company of this battalion (the 10th) was on the march to 
Kammerbei^ in accordance with instructions from divi- 
sional headquarters. 
It was nearly dark by 6.0 p,m. The heights on the far bank of 
the Glonn were only dimly visible, though the position of the 
enemy's firing lines was still clearly distinguishable, owing to the 
flashes of the rifles on the outskirts of Petershausen, which the 
enemy still held obstinately, despite the heavy artillery fire directed 
on the place. 

South and west of Petershausen the fight bad almost died out. 
Thanks to the effective fire of the 10th Field Artillery "Brigade," 
which was still vigorously engaged, the enemy's infantry in this 
part of the field had evacuated the railway embankment, and had 
retired on to the Petershausen — ^Wasenhof road. Waeenhof had just 



>d by Google 



135 

caught fire, and Fetersbauseu had been in dames since a. lat« hour 
in the afternoon. 

After 5 p.m. the fire of the enemy's artillery about SoUem had 
gradually lessened, and about 5.30 p.m. it ceased altogether, just after 
a loud explosion from the direction of Kreithof led to the supposition 
that a part of its ammunition had been blown up. 

The brigade statf had diamounted and had gone t« the nearest 
house in Kollbaeh in order to be better able to work, A representa- 
tive of the staff was left on hill 496 in order to direct messengers. 
The position of brigade headquarters waa also clearly marked by a 
bonfii-e. 

The empty ammunition cart« of the 37th Inf. Regt, were at 
Giebing under a cyclist ofBoer, and those of the 38th luf. ßegt. were 
at Rettenbach. 

The field kitchens of the 37th Inf. Regt, were at the southern 
edge of the wood north-west of Giebing ; those of the 38th Inf. 
Regt, were close to Hettenbach ; both were under the regimental 
supply officers. 

The following order was then prepared at brigade headquarters : — 
■' 19th Inf. Brigade, Kollbaeh, 23. XL, 6.15 p.m. 
" To the 37th, 38th, 39th Inf. Regts. 

" 1. The Glonn will not be crossed. The positions won wiU he 
held. 

" 2. The section extending from the right flank as far as the 
railway bridge south-west of Petershausen (inclusive) will be under 
my command. The section on the left is under Col. B,, who is in 
command of the 20th Inf. Bde. 

" 3. The 37th Inf. Eegt. will hold the line from the right flank as 
far as a point opposite the south-west corner of Petershausen. The 
38th Inf. Eegt. will extend the left as far as the railway bridge. 
Units will be reorganized. 

" 4. The 39th Inf. Regt, will move back at once to Kollbaeh, and 
will bivouac in the wood north of Vierkirchen. Supports and 
reserves of the 37th Inf. R^t, will be withdrawn from the front as 
soon aa possible and sent to Kollbaeh, those of the 38th Inf. Regt. 
to bill 496, west of KoUbacb. The following troops will be left aa a 
minimum in the front line : — One bn. 37th Inf. Regt, astride the 
Hockhof — Petershausen road, 2 coys. 38th Inf. Eegt. in the section as 
far as the railway bridge. Glonbercha and Weissling will be held. 
The 5th Dragoon E^t. will hold the crossings of the Glonn at and 
below Herachenhofen. The far bank of the Glonn in the direction of 
Obermarbach and the woods north-west of Petershausen aa well as 
towards Ziegelbeig will be regularly patrolled. 

" 5. The,field kitchens of the 37th Inf. Regt, are at Kollbaeh, those 
of the 38th Inf. R^t. have been ordered to the valley south of 
hill 496, they will be sent up to units under brigade arrangements. 
Food will be issued to the troops as quickly as possible. 

" 6. Representatives for orders will be sent as soon as possible to 
hr^ade headquarters at the western exit of Kollbaeh. 

" 7. The 37th Inf. Eegt, will arrange to send this order on as 
quickly as possible to the 38th and 39th Inf. Eegts. 

P., 
" Major-GeneraL" 
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An under-officer from the orderlies attached to brigade head- 
quarters was given the mess^e form with the above order. He was 
told by the brigade major to ride to Höekhof, the only village between 
Petersbausen and Kollbach, and to aek the infantry companies at 
that place to tell him the position of the headquarters of the 37th Inf. 
£egt. He was to give the mesai^ to the commander of the 
37th Inf. Eegt., and at the same time to inform him of para, 7 of the 
order. 

The orderly officer of the brigade waa then given the following 
instnictions by the brigade major : — 

" Take one of the brigade orderlies and ride to the neighbourhood 
of Bettenbach. In the wood north-east of that place you will find 
the field kitchens of the 38th Inf Eegt. and, nearer to Giebing, those 
of the 37th Inf. Eegt. You will have both of them drawn up in one 
column on the Hettenbaeh — Kollbach road, and see that those of the 
37th Inf. Regt, go to Kollbach, and those of the 38th Inf. Eegt. to 
a position behind hill 496, just west of the village. The regunental 
supply officers are with the field kitchens. 

" You will then see to the issue of supplies and ammunition. The 
supply wagons of the brigade will reach Giebing from Biberbach 
about 7 p.m. They will be off-loaded at a suitable place, and the 
empty vehicles wül march tc^ether, not later than 11 p.m., under 
one of the supply officers whom you will select, by Kammerbei^ and 
Gross-Nobach to Lohhof, where they will fill up. They will be used 
as far as possible to take wounded from the field hospital at 
Eettenbach. 

" One section of the Ist Inf. Am. Col. ia marching behind the 
1st and 2nd Arty. Am. Cols., which have been ordered to Kammerberg, 
to Giebing, where it is to be at our disposal at 11 p.m. You will 
divide the ammunition in this section equally among the ammunition 
carts of the brigade, which are assembled at Giebing, in the angle 
between the roads from Biberbach and Rettenbach. The issue of 
ammunition must be completed by 2 a.m. The empty ammunition 
column, which will be followed by another section coming from 
Rettenb^h, will then move to Kammerbei^ and Gross- 
Nobach, 

" In addition, you will be responsible for the maintenance of order 
mongst the transport in Giebing. Make use of the inhabitants for 
such labour as you require, employ them if necessary to light the 
houses and streets, and to mark the exits of the village. I should 
advise you to post guides. Afteiwards you will see that the field 
kitchens are refilled. The regiments will report to you when the 
field kitchens reach Giebing. Report when the issue of ammunition 
is completed. Orders will then be issued as to the disposal of the 
ammunition carts. Take two cyclists of the 37th Inf. Eegt. with 
you for use as orderlies. Rettenbach is connected by telephone with 
Kollbach through Piflitz," 

The orderly officer made notes of the principal points and then 
rode off 

The brigade major then set to work to draft the final order 
to the units under the brigade. At 7 p.m. the order, which 
ran as follows, was ready for dictation to the representatives of 
units: — 
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" 19th Inf. Brigade, "KoUbach, 23. XI., 7 p. m. 

" Brigade Order No, 5 for 23. XI. 

" 1. BivoucKs.— The 37th Inf. Regt, will bivouac south of Kollbaoh 
as soon as the 39th Inf. E«gt. has left that place. 

The 38th Inf. Regt, will bivouac behind hill 496, near the aouth- 
weat comer of KoUbach. The following areas are allotted for water, 
wood, and straw : — 

To the 37th Inf. Regt. — KoUbach, east of the eastern church and 
Piflitz. 

To the 38th Inf. Regt. — KoUbach, west of the eastern church. 

" 2. Protection. — The 37th Inf. R^. .will arrange for the protection 
of the right wing aa far as a point opposite Petershausen. Close 
touch will be kept with the enemy. Glonbercha, Weissling, and 
Petershausen bridge will be held. Not leas than one battalion will 
occupy the ground opposite Petershausen. Touch will be kept with 
the 5th Dragoon E^t. which is lower down the Glonn. 

The 38th Inf. Regt, will watch the ground from the left of the 
S7th Inf. Regt, as far as the railway bridge, which will be strougly 
held. Touch will be kept with the 20th Inf. Bde. 

" 3. Brigade headquarters are at the western exit of Kollbach. 



" 1. Supplies. — Field kitchens have been ordered to the bivouacs of 
units. Supphes to refill the field kitchens are at Giebing. After 
issuing morning coffee, the field kitchens will march by Eettenbach 
to Gieoing. Those of the 37th Inf. Eegt. will start not later than 
1.0 a.m. ; those of the 38th Inf. Regt, not later than 1.15 a.m. 
Capt. B., of brigade headquarters, who is superintending the issue of 
supplies in Giebing, is to be informed when the field kitchens reach 
that place. 

" 2. Ammunition. — Ammunition carts will rejoin raiments when 
they have refilled, 

" 3. Medical. — Wounded will be sent to Kammerberg, Rettenbach 
and Giebing, at which places empty supply wagons will be available, 
up till H.O p.m., for transport to Eching, 

The 37th Inf. Regt, will seai-ch for wounded in the area 
Kammerberg — Weissling — Glonbercha — Petershausen — KoUbach — 
Pifiitz. 

The 38th Inf. Regt, in the area between hill 496 and the Glonn 
on the line Petenshausen — railway bridge south of that place. 

" 4, Postal. — Letters will be collected.at the bivouacs of units at 
7 p.m. 

P., 

" Major-General." 

We will new briefly examine the instructions issued in the units 
of the 19th Inf. Bde., taking the 37th Inf. Eegt. first. 

Insteuctions issued in the 37th Inf. Eegt. 

When the message with the brigade order issued at 6.15 p.m. {see 
page 135) reached the headquarters of the 37th Inf. Regt, at Höckhof, 
it was 80 dark that very little view was obtainable of the sorroand- 
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ing country, Mist waa gradually rising in the Glonn valley, in which 
the houses and church tower of Fetershausen, lit «p by the 
confii^ration which waa still raging, were clearly visible. The 
infantry fire had died out ; only a few scattered shots were heard 
from time to time as opposing patrols met. 

The hostile artillery on the hill near Solleru had ceased fire as 
darkness came on. On the other hand the 10th F. A. Bde. was still 
firing at Fetershausen, and its shells were bursting both in the 
village itself and on its outskirts. They were destroying the 
buildings and the outer walls of the village systematically. Shells 
from Blue artillery were also seen to be bursting along the road to 
Wasenhof. 

The ] St Bn., 37th Inf. Eegt., was known to be to the east, on the 

, extreme right fiank, while the 2nd Bn. was west of the Hockhof — 

Fetershausen road. Companies of the 39th Inf. Eegt., with which 

there was no officer of the staff of that r^ment, were mixed up with 

both battalions. 

The 3rd Bn., 37th Inf. Eegt., had two companies under the 
battalion commander at Hockhof at the disposal of the regimental 
commander. The 11th Company of this battalion at Glonbercha, and 
the 12th Company in Weissling, were protecting the right flank. 
These companies had protective detachments in Felka and 
Waltenhofen. 

The front line in the direction of Fetershausen was connected 
with the r^imental headquarters by telephone ; the line ran to the 
commander of the Ist Bn., 37th Inf. Regt., near the bridge, where the 
7th Company was in close touch with the enemy. The machine gun 
company, which waa or^ually in action on the right fiank, had 
ceased fire when it became dark. It had already been ordered to 
retire from the front line and to move to the exit of Kollbach on the 
KoUbach — Hockhof road, to be at the disposal of the regimental 
commander. Signalling communication by lamp was established 
between the most southerly house of Hockhof and the signalling 
station of the brigade on Kollbach church tower. 

Five cyclist orderlies were ready in the village ; the horses of the 
r^montal stafl", which had been at work in the zone of fire, had been 
placed in a shed close by, and had been unsaddled and fed. An under- 
ofBcer of the 3rd Bn., 37th Inf. R^., was posted on the road to direct 
messengers to the regimental headquarters. 

At this time the enemy was still holding the outskirts of Feters- 
hausen, but appeared to become weaker towards the late afternoon. 
He had a firing line south-west of Fetershausen turned back towards 
the Fetershausen — Wasenhof road, and patrols only werp on the 
Glonn itself. It had been ascertained that he had only weak 
protective detachments east of Fetershausen opposite Glonbercha. A 
lai^e number of wounded, both friend and foe, were lying between 
Hockhof and the Glonn, for the strudle had raged most fiercely 
there. In this part of the field the Glonn had proved to be a more 
serious obstacle than had been supposed. Owing to heavy rain 
durii^ the previous days, the river had risen and could only b& 
crossed by infantry with safety at the fords. 

Mounted troops were confined to the regular crossings because- 
the banks were boggy. 
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A regimental dressing station for the 37th Inf. Hegt, was at 
Höcbhof. The medical officers of the 38th and 39th Inf. Kegts. were- 
at work in KoUbach. 

After the regimental commander had read the brigade order he- 
called up the 1st Bn., 37th Inf. Regt., and asked its commander, who 
was the senior of the two battalion corumandeis in the front line, to 
come to the telephone. He then gave him the following instructions 
verbally at 6.30 p.m, : — 

" The regiment will not cross the Glonn, it will hold the positions it- 
has gained. The 39th Inf. E^t. is falling back on either side of the 
Petershausen — KoUbach road, and will assemble south of Kollbach. 
You will take over command of the front line. You will see that 
units are reorganized, and will fis the strength of the covering 
troops to remain during the night opposite Fetorshausen. At least 
one battalion must be employed for this. The regiment is to hold 
the line ffom the right flank as far as the copse on which the left of 
the 2nd Bn, is now resting. The 38th Inf. Regt, extends our left as 
far as the railway bridge. Weissling and ttloubercha will continue 
to be held by the companies now at those places, 

" All troops uut required in the front line will be assembled at 
Kollbach, Bivouacs will be allotted at that place. See that 
frequent patrols are sent to the north round Peterahauaen towards 
the station, into the woods north-west of it, and towards Sollern. 
Keep communication with the units on your flanks. Touch with. 
the enemy must not be lost. Eepeat this order at once to the 
39th Inf. Eegt. and to our 2nd Battalion. 

"Send representatives for orders to r^mental headquarters at 
Höckhof." 

The regimental adjutant was then directed to reconnoitre places 
for bivouacs for two battalions. The valley running from Kollbach 
towards Höckhof did not seem suitable. In the first place, the 
ground was damp meadowland, covered with dense mist. In the 
next place, bivouac fires would probably be visible from the far bank 
of the Glonn, and might draw artillery fire. As it was a cold 
November n^ht, it was not desii'able to do without fires. 

The most favourable position was on the dry, cultivated land 
just south of Kollbach ; but, as the detachments of the 39th Inf. 
Eegt. were falling back to assemble there, it appeared better to 
avoid contact with that regiment, to obviate any confusion, so that 
this ground too was rejected. There remained only the country 
east of Kollbach. In this area there was a valley, weU covered from 
the north by a wood, through which the road to Weissling ran. The 
ground was dry and there was room enough for two battalions. 

At 8 p.m. the regimental adjutant returned and reported to his- 
commander in the above sense. At this moment Brigade Order 
No. 5 (see page 137) arrived. At the same time columns were seen 
in the darkness retiring in the dii-ection of Kollbach. They were 
mostly companies of the 39th Inf. E^t under command of 
lieutenants. 

About 8.30 p.m., 1st Lieut. V., the regimental supply officer, 
reported himself and stated : — 

" As the senior supply officer, I have arranged for bringing up 
the field kitchens. The head of the column is at the Boutheni end 
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of KoUbach, on the road from Kettenbach. I did not take the 
column through Kollbach, as the machine girn company of the regi- 
ment is there. I have given it its field kitchens. I have had the 
firee in the field kitchens lighted. 

" Lieut. M., the supply officer of the 2nd Battalion, has been left 

at Glebing. In accordance with the orders of an orderly otticer from 

headquarters, he is superintending the off-loading of supplies from 

" the supply w^ons. The supply wagons are to march back aa soon 

as possible by Grosa-Nöbach to Lohhof to refill 

" The supply officer of the let Battalion has been placed in chaise 
of them, as Lieut. M. must I'emain in Glebing with the supplies 
which have been off-loaded. Will you please give me orders as to 
where the field kitcheuB are to go." 

Ist Lieut V. was told to leave the field kitchens where they 
were until the battalions had reached their bivouacs; the latter 
would then fetch their field kitchens themselves. 

He was himself directed to undertake at once the requisitioning 
of food, wood, straw, and forage in the eastern part of KoUbach, in 
Weissling and Glonbercha, and to send everything which he requisi- 
tioned to the exit of KoUbach on the Weissling road. He was told 
that the raiment would bivouac in the valley running from that 
, point towaiSs Weissling. 

One section of the 3rd En. at Höckhof was placed at his disposal 
as a working party. He was directed to place sentries at once on 
«U the wells in Kollbach to prevent the water being fouled or 
wasted, and to select quarters for the regimental staff in the eastern 
part of KoUbach. He was told that the raiment would i-each its 
bivouacs in about an hour. 

Shortly afterwards Major M., commander of the let Bn., reported 
by telephone as follows ; — 

" The companies of the 39th Inf Eegt., which were in the position 
■of the 37th Inf. Eegt., were withdrawn about 7.30 p.m. The enemy 
has not made any change in his dispositions in consequence. I have 
the 1st, 2nd, 7bh and 8th Coys, in a covering position opposite 
Pet«rshausen under my orders. The 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th Coys, 
.are on the march to Höckhof under Capt. L., as the commander of 
the 2nd Battalion has been severely wounded this afternoon. 

" One company of the 38th Inf. Kegt. is on my left front on the 
•Glonn south of Petershausen. The enemy has about one battalion 
deployed on the outskirts of Petershausen. It has been ascerttiined 
that stronger bodies are in bivouac at Peterhausen station and at 
Ziegelberg. 

" It is my intention to withdraw more troops from the front line 
during the night, but to keep the companies which are withdrawn 
handy in close formation, and to make my headquarters at 
Höckhof. I can send the field kitchens up to the front line. We 
are short of ammunition ; it is very desirable that we should have 
fresh supplies before daylight. The companies of the composite 
battalion under L. have been directed to take all wounded, who can 
be transported, to the dressing station as they fall back." 

Major M. was then directed to establish telephonic connection 
with the regimental headquarters, which he was told would be biUeted 
in the eastern part of Kollbach. He was also informed of the 
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Cition of the regimental bivouacs, and told that he might aend for 
field kitchens. 

About 8.45 p.m. Capt. L. reported himself at Höckhof, and stated 
that his companies were following. Col. C. gave him and the com- 
mander of the 3rd Battalion, who was present, the following verbal 
order at 9 p,m. : — 

" The regiment will bivouac in the valley east of Kollbach. It 
will be covered by No. 12 Coy. at Weiasling, Ko, 11 Coy. at Glon- 
bercha, and the composite battalion under M. opposite Fetershausen. 
The composite battaUon under K and the machine gun company 
will bivouac on the right, the itrd Battalion on the left near EoUbach. 
The regimental adjutant will point out the positions of the bivouacs. 
The field kitchens are at the exit of Eollbach on the Bettenberg—. 
Kollbach road ; they may be fetched at once ; the firea have been 
l^hted. Wood, straw, and water may be obtained from the eastern 
part of Kollbach, 

" The supply officer of the 3rd Battalion has been directed to 
requisition food and fort^ for the r^ment. The composite battalion 
under L. will keep connection by cyclists with Weissling, and will 
arrange for local protection towards Hochholz and G-lonbercha. 
Begimental headquarters will remain at Höckhof till 9.30 p.m., 
and will then move to Kollbach to billets at the eastern end of that 
place, 

" Eepresentativea for orders will be there at 10 p,m," 

The regimental adjutant was then directed to show the battalions 
the bivouac places he had reconnoitred, and, after the battalions had 
passed through Kollbach, to see that the field Idtchens of the 
lat, 2nd, 7th and 8th Companies marched by Höckhof to the front 
line. Their field kitchens were also to be sent to the companies in 
Weiealing and Glonbercha, The machine gun company was directed 
to join the composite battalion under L. at its bivouac near the 
eastern exit of KoUbaeh. 

At 9.30 p.m. the r^imental commander rode off to Kollbach. 

Instructions issued in the 39th Inf. Regt, 

After it had been withdrawn from Kollbach in the early hours of 
the afternoon, the 3rd Bn., 39th Inf. Begt., had halted, had been 
re-formed in three companies, and remained at the disposal of the 
Brigadier. Up to 9 p.m. five weak companies, for the most part 
commanded by lieutenants, had joined it from the front line. The 
regimental commander, and aU field officers except the com- 
mander of the 3rd Bd., were casualties. The latter, Major N-, took 
over command of the regiment. After he had i^eoeived the order 
from the 19th Inf. Bde., dated 6,15 p.m., and transmitted to him by 
the 37th Inf. Eegt., he called the officers to the front and gave them 
the following order : — 

" I take over command of the regiment. Capt. 0. will command 
the battalion formed from A, B, 0, and D Coys.,* and Capt. L. that 
formed from E, F, G, and H Coys.* Company commanders will 

* Oompaniea made up from pstrte of other compauiea in consequence of the 
intermixture of tmita during the battle. Normally, companies in the GermtUk 
Army are numbered not lettered. — 0-, S. 
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remain with their companies. The regiment will move to the 
northern edge of the wood north of Vierkirchen, where it will pass 
the night. It will march under Capt. 0. along the road to Eetten-, 
bach, which is the road running southwards from our left front. I 
am going on ahead with the adjutant to reconnoitre a place for the 
bivouac. Carry on," 

As he rode back, the regimental commander gave the following 
-order to the adjutant, who accompanied him: — 

"Eide towards Eettenbacb and find out where the field kitchens 
^)f the regiment are. Direct the supply officer in charge of them to 
fill up from the supply wagons, which have been ordered to be at 
IRettenbaeh at 6 p.m., and tell him to bring them as soon as possible 
■to the battalion, which will bivouac at the northern edge of the 
■wood in front of us and west of this road. A second supply officer 
■will take charge of the empty supply w^ons, which will transport 
the wounded from the field hospital in Eettenbafh, and will march 
to Lohhof to refill from the depot which is there. He will receive 
further orders there. If a third supply officer is with the field 
kitchens, place him in charge of the issue of ammunition. One 
section of the 1st Inf. Am. Col, which is to march from Vier- 
kirchen at 11 p.m., remains at Rettenbach to fill up our ammunition 
carts which are at that place. As soon as they have been refilled 
they are to be sent at once to the regiments. If there is no third 
«upply officer present, yoii must undertake the latter duty yourself." 

Major N. then left the i-oad, followed by two orderlies and his 
groom, and went towards the northern edge of the wood to find a 
suitable place for the bivouac, A cavalry under-officer, who was in 
«haige of the mounted orderlies attached to the raiment, was left on 
the Rettenbach road, at the point where it enters the wood north of 
Vierkirchen, with orders to direct the regiment, when it arrived at 
that point, to follow the northern edge of the wood and march 
westwards. 

As far as it was possible to see in the dark, a wide re-entrant ran 
north from the wood and sloped gently up to a long and broad ridge 
at its northern end. The southern end of this re-entrant was closed 
by a lai^e tract of wood consisting partly of high trees and partly of 
thick copse, and at about the centre of the northern edge a portion 
-of the wood ran out in a point towards the north. At the western 
end of the valley the dark shadows of the high railway embankment 
were visible. Behind the bit of wood which jutted out to the 
north was a clearing which, though partly covered with pine 
seedlings, was large enough to accommodate the regiment. 

The ground appeared dry and the place was completely covered 
from view and sheltered from the wind. A little further to the 
east, near the point where the Kettenbach — -Kollbach road left the 
wood, the medical company of 10th Inf. Div. was at work at the 
chief dressing station, and the dressing station of the 40th Inf. 
K^t. was established in the space between the raUway embankment 
and the projection in the wood. 

Major N. found a spring close by with a good flow of water, to 
which his attention was directed by wounded men of the 40th Inf. 
Regt, who were lying there. It was the source of a small stream 
running westwards and its water was clean and fit to drink. The 
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Tegimental commander had barely finished his reconnaissance whea 
the regiment came up, marching along the edge of the wood. He 
«rdered it to halt, called for battahon and company commanders, 
rode with them to the clearing io the wood and then issued the 
■following verbal order at 9.45 p.m. :— 

" The r^ment will bivouac in this clearing, 0. Bn. on the right 
near that plantation ; L. Bn, 300 metres further to the left ; the 
iront will be towards the north. Water may be drawn as follows ■.-— 
■O. Bn. from that spring where the fiie is burning, a guard is to be 
placed over it at once ; L. Bn. from the stream flowing westwards 
from the spring ; horses may be watered at the stream 200 metres 
west of the point where the wood juts out. 

" 0. En. will send a party under an officer to requisition straw, 
food and forf^e from Bettenbach. L. Bn. will send a similar party 
*o Vierkirchen. Wood may he taken from this wood. 

" Capt, L. will be in chai^ of the bivouac j he will arrange for its 
protection towards Asbach and the Glonn south-west of that place, 
.and will get connection with the 40th Inf. Eegt. at Aehacb, and the 
let Ees. Inf. Bde. at Jedenhofen. 

" Fires may be lighted. The arrival of the 2nd line transport 
■cannot be counted upon. Begimental headquarters will bivouac 
between the two battalions. A Coy. will supply the fat^ues for 
headquarters." 

While the battaliona were going into bivouac and were sending 
o& parties for water, wood and requisitioning, the regimental com- 
mander dictated the following message to an under-officer whom he 
had called up for the purpose : — 
'• 39th Inf. Eegt. " Wood N. of Vierkirchen, 

*23. XL, 10.15 p.m. 
" To the 20th Inf. Bde. (CoL B.) at Asbach. 

" The 39th Inf. Eegt., which has been re-formed into 2 battalions 
of 8 weak companies, has been assembled under my orders south of 
Kollbach. I have moved it to the wood north of Vierkirchen. It is 
bivouacking in the centre of the northern edge of that wood, facing 
hill 496. N-, 

" Major." 

Before this message had been sent off, the regimental adjutant 
-who had been sent to Eettenbach, returned and reported ttmt he 
had not been able to find the field kitchens. He stated that so 
mucli transport was moving to and fro through Eettenbach that it 
would be very difficult to make the issues from the supply w^ons 
there, and further that tiie supply wagons had not arrived. He said, 
that he merely wished to inform the commander of these facts, and 
intended to start at once to do what was possible to obtain supplies 
and ammunition. The regimental commander directed him to carry 
out his difficult task with the utmost enei^y, and then authorized the 
regiment to use part of the iron ration. 

An addition was then made to the message given above. A 
mounted of&cer was given the messt^e to deliver, and told to 
find out Col. B., the brigade cofhmander, near Asbach, and to 
acquaint himself with the general situation and the disposition of 
the brigade. 
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Instructions issued is the 10th Field Artillery " B^-igade." 

The diräioDal order reached the 10th F.A. Bde. at 6.30 p.ni. 
The staff of the brigade was 'on the highest point of the ridge 
south of Xollbach, which is marked by a high poplar. The 
brigade had originally come into action on hiU 501, north of 
Ksmmerberg, to support the attack on Kollbach, but owing to the 
poor field of fire it had moved forward as soon aa Kollbach was 
taken. In changing position it had been surprised by the fire of 
hostile artillery, which had not been observed till then, and which 
was only discovered, after a long interval, to be in action in the 
neighbourhood of SoUecn. The fire of this artillery was, however, 
not particularly effective, as it was well over 4,000 metres distant. 
The brigade then came into action on the ridge running towards 
Weissling with one regiment firing towards SoUern ; the remaining 
regiment, the 20tb, took up a position on bill 496 in order to 
support the infantry attacking through Kollhacb on Fetershausen. 
The left flank of this line of guns aufiered so much from the rafales 
of the enemy's artillery, which was still firing from SoUern, tMt it 
became necessary to divert the fire of the AbteUung of the 20th 
F.A, Eegt, on the left against this artillery. During the early 
afternoon the remaining Ähieilung was first engaged i^ainst lines 
of the enemy's infantry retiring slowly from Höckhof, towards the 
Glonn. After 3.30 p.m., when the enemy had been driven back to 
Petershausen, and was obstinately holding that place, fire was 
turned upon Petersbausen, Percussion shrapnel was used systemati- 
cally to destroy the buUdings. About 4.30 p.m. the village was on 
fire at several points, but the enemy still held it. At 4.0 p.m., the 
19th F.A. B^t., which had been unable to bring effective fire from 
its former position east of KoUbach, either gainst the enemy's 
artillery, wMch was now definitely identified on the north-east slope 
of the spur running down from Sollem towards the Glonn, or against 
the troops in the Glonn valley, had sent its 1st Abteilung forward 
to the hill north-east of KoUbach and bad joined in the fight round 
Petersbausen. The 2nd AbteUung changed position to the ground 
east of , the gai^r'e cottage in front of Asbach; it was directed to 
support the hard-pressed 40th Inf. Regt., particularly by engaging 
the hostile artillery near Aufhausen, which had been for a long time 
bringing a heavy fire to bear on Asbach. About 4.30 p.m., as it 
began to grow dusk, the position was as follows : — 

The 2nd Abteilung, 19th F.A. B^t., was on the hill north-east 
of KoUhach, where it was assisting in the infantry struggle round 
Fetershausen. 

The 20th F.A Regt, was on hill 496, with its Ist Abteilung 
firing on Petersbausen and the 2nd engaged with the enemy's 
artiUery at Sollem. The Ist Abteilung of the 19th F.A. Regt. 
was on the nage east of the ganger's cottage south of Asbach, engaged 
with hostile artiUery at Aufhaosen. 

The headquarters of the brigade, at the poplar on the hiU south of 
Kollbacb, were connected by telephone with the headquarters of the 
20th F.A. Regt, on hill 496, and with the headquarters of the 19th 
F.A Regt., which was with the Ist Abteilung of that regiment. 
The wi^ns of the 2nd Abteilung of the 19th F.A. Itegt. were 
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in the hollow between Kollbach and Weiflsling ; those of the 20th 
P.A, Eegt. were in the broad re-entrant south of hill 496, and 
those of the let Abteilung, 19th F.A, Eegt., were close to the 
northern edge of the wood north of Yierkirchen. The ammunitioD 
of the Ist Am. CoL had all been issued to the batteries, whioh, 
towards evening, had barely one-third of the ammunition carried in 
the batteries left. The light ammunition oolumns, which were empty, 
were in the re-entrant between Kammerberg and Piflitz, drawn up 
by regiments. The vehicles were in column of route, with 500 
metres interval between regiments. When it began to grow dark 
the 1st Abteilung, 19th F.A. Eegt., and the 2nd Abteilung; 
20th F,A, Eegt., ceased firing upon the enemy's artillery and 
changed their target to Petershausen, The hostile artillery ceased 
fire. It was quite dark* by 6.0 p.m. Only the country in the 
immediate vicinity could be clearly seen from the position of the 
brigade headquarters, and by the observer on the small church spire 
of Kollbach. The Glonn valley was shrouded in mist, through which 
the flames of Petershausen and Wasenhof were dimly visible. The 
course of the Glonn was barely discernible. It was indistinctly 
marked by a denser line, rising above the bank of mist which 
shrouded the valley. It was a cold starlight night. 

When the above-mentioned divisional order arrived aboiit6.0 p.m., 
the following brigade order was prepared after some consideration, 
and re-duplicated by dictation to member.s of the staff : — 

"10th Field Artillery Brigade. KoUbach, 23. XI., 6.30 p.m. 
" Brigade Order for 23. XI. 

" 1. The division will not pursue the beaten enemy across the 
Glonn : it will hold the positions gained. 

" 2. Protective detachments of the 19th and 20th Inf. Bdes. are 
holding the line of the Glonn in touch with the enemy. The main 
body of the 19th Inf. Bde. is passing the night at KoUbach. Part 
of the 20th Inf. Bde. is in the wood north of Vierkirchen. 

" 3. The let Abteilurig, 20th F.A. Eegt., will remain in position 
and support the 19th Inf. Bde., to which it will be attached, in 
holding its section of the Glonn during the night. 

It is desirable to disturb the enemy in his bivouacs and to 
bombard Petershausen and Wasenhof. Connection will be at once 
established with the 19th. Inf. Bde Ammunition widens which 
have not been refilled may be sent to the northern exit of Eammer- 
berg up to 10.0 p,m. 

" 4. The remainder of the 20th F.A. Eegt. will billet and bivouac 
in Kammersbei^ the 19th RA. Eegt. in Bachenhausen and 
Viehbach. The Ist Am. Col. will bivouac with its regiment. The 
wagons attached to the 19th F.A, Eegt. will receive orders from that 
regiiuent as to moving to Bachenbausen. Quartermasters will 
proceed at once to the billeting areas to which the supply vehicles 
nave been ordered from Giebing. 

Eegiments will evacuate their positions as <juietly as possible, and 
will form up on the Kollbach — Kammerbei^ road, 19th F.A. Eegt. 
in front. The 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Regt., wül not follow 
until the 19th F.A. E^t. has cleared Kollbach. 

*^butseep. 134, 11th line from bottom, "nearly dark."— Traoslator'B note. 
(B 760) K 
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" 5. Amvmnüion. Supply. — The 1 st and 2nd Art. Am. Cola, will be 
at Kammerberg, on the Giebing road, at midnight. The column 
which arrives first will supply the 19th Eegt, the rear column will 
supply the 20th Regt. Eegiments will meet the columns at the 
western exit of Kammerherg and make arrangements for unloading 
ammunition as quickly as possible. The ammunition columos will 
march by Bachenhausen, Unter-Brnck, and Lohhof to München as 
soon as they are empty. 

" 6. Brigade headquarters will be at Kammerberg House. Eepre- 

aentatives will be there for orders by 10.0 p.m. The 20th F.A. Kegt. 

will establish telephonic connection with Kammerbei^ through the 

19th Inf. Bde. at KoUbach. „ 

M., 

" Major-General." 

This order was transmitted to the regiments by telephone. 
General M, then instructed hia orderly officer to ride at onee to 
Kammerberg and direct the light Am. Col. of the 19th F.A. Eegt. to 
Bachenhausen. He was to wait for the supply vehicles of the 
brigade and to send them ro the billeting areas of the regiment to 
off-load their supplies at suitable points. The empty wagons were 
to march back as soon as possible to Lohhof to refill from the depot 
of the 5th Army Corps. One of the supply ofGcers of the brigade 
was to take chaise. The orderly officer was then to prepare 
quarters at Kammerberg House for the brigade staff which would 
arrive at 8,0 p.m. 

1st Lt. D., the orderly ofBcer, met the light ammunition columns 
at V.O^i.Hi. They were drawn up, with their teams hooked in, in the 
re-entrant which has been described above. The columns of the 
19th B^t. were on the left, i.e., on the west and nearest to Piflitz, 
All the columns were facing north. 1st Lt. D. asked the column 
commanders to come to him, and gave them the following order in 
the name of the brigade commander : — 

" The brigade is going into billets and bivouacs; the 19th Begt. at 
Bachenhausen and Viehbach ; the 2nd AUeüung, 20th F.A. Begt., 
at Kammerbei^ ; the 1st Abteilung of that raiment will remain 
in position throughout the night. The light ammunition columns 
will pass the night with their regiments, those of the 20th F.A. 
Eegt. where they now are, those of the 19th F,A. Eegt, will march 
at once to Bachenhausen, where they will receive further orders from 
the quartermaster of the 19th B^t. who has gone on. Supply 
wagons will be sent to the columns. Brigade heeidquarters are going 
to Kammerbei^ House.' 

The light colunma of the 19th F.A. Kegt. marched off at once, 
moving by the rear of the columns of the 20th F.A, Eegt.,'to the 
G-iebing — Kammerberg road, which they struck about 200 metres 
west of the point where it enters Kammerbei^, just in front of the 
head of a column of transport approaching iiara the direction of 
Giebing, which had not been observed in the darkness, and which 
proved to be the 2nd line transport of the 10th Inf. Div, The two 
columns were only prevented from crossing (which must have caused 
some intermixture of vehicles) by the officer in charge of the 2nd line 
transport giving the order to halt. The light columns thereupon 
moved thi-ougb Kollbach at a trot in order to gain ground. In 
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about a quarter of an hour the road waa clear for the 2nd line 
transport, which had closed up in the meantime. While this was 
going on, ist Lt. D. went to the officer in charge of the 2nd line 
transport and said : 

"Will you please turn off the supply wagons of the 20th F-A, 
Eegt. to the left, and have them assembled close to the outskirts of 
Kammerberg. Please take those of the 19th F.A. Regt, along with 
you to Bachenhausen and hand them over to the regiment which ia 
quartered about Bachenhausen and Viehbacb." 

He had hardly issued this order when a lieutenant who had 
ridden to the head of the column reported himself as supply officer 
of the 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Regt. He was directed to collect 
the supply and forage wagons of the regiment just west of Kollbach, 
between that place and the light ammunition column of the 20th 
F.A. Eegt-, north of the Giebing road, and to off-load. He was told 
to ask tor men from the let Am. Col. to look after the supplies 
which were unloaded. The wf^ons of the Ist Am. Col. were to be 
sent to that unit at once, those of the 1st Abteilung, 20th F.A. 
Eegt-, were to be kept loaded in readiness to join the Abteilung at 
KoUbach. He was informed that the regimental commander would 
give further instructions as to the latter, and that the empty wagons 
were to march as soon as possible to Bachenhausen, whence they 
were to move, not later than 11 p.m., to Lohhof. They were to refiU 
at the latter place from the depot of the 5th Army Corps. He (the 
supply officer) was, in accordance with the ordere of the brigade 
commander, to take charge of all the supply wagons moving from 
Bachenhausen. While the 2nd line transport continued its march 
through Kamnierbei^, the supply wagons were turned off to the left 
■out of the column, and formed up in a stubble field, the surface of 
which waa frozen fairly hard. 

Ist Lt. D. had, meanwhile, gone to Kanunerbei^ House, He took 
over the ground floor for the brigade staff, gave the necessary orders 
for preparing u room as an ofSce and for having it marked and lighted, 
and then rode back to brigade headquarters. As he passed 
Kammerbei^ he met the 2nd line transport, only half of which had 
Jaseed through the village, on the march. 

He met the 19th F.A. Begt. with the regimental staff at its head 
.about half-way between Kammerberg and Kollbaeh. He informed 
the commander that the 2nd line transport had not yet cleared 
Kammerberg, and reported that the supply wagons of the regiment 
were marching with the transport to Bachenhausen and would wait 
for orders at that place. 

"The supply wagons," he continued, " must march from Bachen- 
hausen to Lohhof not later than 11 p.m. Lt, X., of 2nd F.A. Regt., 
is in charge of them. The light ammunition columns have already 
gone on to the billeting area of the regiment." 1st Lt. D. met 
the brigade staff just as it was about to move to Kammerberg. 
The brigade major was not with it ; be had been sent to the 19th 
Inf. Bde. to tell the latter that the 1st AUeüwng, 20th Regt., waa 
rremaining in position, and that the rest of the artillery waa falling 
back, and to ask at the aame time for a detachment of infantry to cover 
ihe billets of the artillery brigade, 
• 
(B 670) K 2 
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Action of the 20th Field ärtillebt Beoihent. 

We will go now to the 20th F-A, Regt, and consider its action on 
receipt of the brigade order issued at 6.30 pjn. The regimental 
commander had received and read this order on hill 496 about 6.45 
p.m. He had at once called for representatives for orders to whom the 
following r^imental order, which was taken down at. the same time 
by the regimental adjutant, was dictated at 7.20 p.m. 
" 20th F.A. Et^t. " HÜ1 496, W. of Kollbach. 

"23. XL, 7.20 p.m. 
"E^imental Order for 23-24. XI. 

" 1. The division will hold the positions it has gained. The 19th 
Inf. Bde. is covering the front on the line Petershausen — Asbach 
(exclusive), connecting with the 20th Inf. Bde. at the latter place. 
The main body of the 19th Inf. Bde. is passing the night at Kollbach 
and behind hill 496. Parts of the 20th Inf. Bde. are in the wood 
north of Vierkirchen. 

" 2, The F.A. Bde., with the exception of the Ist Ableilwig, 
20th F.A. Retgb., will leave its positions and go into billets and 
bivouacs, the 19th FA.. Eegt. about Bachenhausen and Viehbach. 

" 3. The 1st Ahteäimg, 20th F.A Eegt., will remain in position 
during the night, and will fire upon Petet^usen, the enemy's position 
as far as Wasenhof, and the enemy's bivouacs. The Aiteüuiig 
will send for further orders to the 19th Inf. Bde. at Kollbach, 
to which it is attached. Transport may be sent to Kollbach with the 
approval of the 19th lof. Bde. Ammunition w^ons which have 
not been refilled will be sent to the northern exit of Kammerbetg up 
till 10 p.m. 

" 4 The 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt., will gradually evacuate 
its position, as soon as tha 19th F.A Eegt., which will fall back first, 
has passed through Kollbach, and go into billets and bivouacs about 
Kammerberg. The light ammunition columns of the regiment will 
be at the same place. Major P. is appointed Commandant of 
Karomerberg. 

" 5. Quartermasters will be sent on at once under chai^ ol 
senior officera Units will not enter Kammerberg until quarters 
have been allotted to the Abteilung and to the two light ammnni- 
tion columns. Kammerbei^ House is at the disposal of the brigade, 
r^imental and AbteUv/n// headquarters. 

" 6. Supplies will be drawn at once from the supply wt^ns 
which have been ordered into the billeting area. Empty ai^)pily 
wagons will be assembled at the exit of Kammerberg on the 
Bachenhausen road, poles towards Bachenhausen, and will march off 
so as to reach the latter place not later than 11 pjn. They will join 
the wagons of the F.A. Eegt at that place and march together 
to Lohhof to refill. A separate order will be issued as to the suppHes 
for the Ist Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt. 

" 7. Ammunition will be issued to the 2nd Abteilung, 20th 
F.A. E^., at the gun parks, and to the 1st Abteilung, 20tli F.A. 
Eegt., just north of Kammerberg ; further orders will be issued later. 

One of&cer from each Abteilung and a representative from each 
of the light ammunition oolunma will be at the regimental office bj 
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8.30 p.m. Demands for ammunition are to be sent in ae early aa 



8. Eepresentativea for orders will be at regimental heiul* 
quarters at Kammerberg House by 9 p.m," 

This order readied Abteilung commanders about 7.35 p.m. 

"We will now consider briefly how this order was carried out by 
the commander of the 2nd AUeUung, 20th F.A- Regt., which was on 
the left flank of the regiment behind hiU 496, facing Sollern. 

The batteries were in position unlimbered. The men were 
resting by the guns. Some officers were with the infantry covering 
the frönt on the Glonn below, for communication purposes. Look 
outs were lying down in front. Some men selected for their good 
eyesight were observing the front, as far as the darkness allowed. 
The battery commanders were with the AbteUung commander 
when the order given above arrived. The Abteüv/ng commander 
looked through the order, read out extracts from it, and added : — 
" 7.50 p.m. 

'■ The F.Ä. Bde., with the exception of the let Ähteüwng, 20th 
F.A. Eegt., which is remaining in position, is going into quarters for 
the night at Eammerbei^, Bachenhausen and Yiehbach. The 19th 
B^. is quartered at Bachenhausen and Yiehbach. Kammerberg is 
allotted to us. The light ammunition columns of the regiment will 
be at the same place. 

" Batteries will limber up. Words of command are to be given 
in a low tone. The position is to be evacuated as quietly as possible. 
I will give the order to move off. Captain M. and Ist Lieutenant P. 
will hand over their batteries. A mounted man will be sent from 
each battery to act as quartermaater to report to Captain M." 

While the battery commanders were giving the necessary orders 
for evacuating the position, Captain M. received the following 
instructions ; — " The 2nd Abteilung, 20th PA. Eegt., and the 
light ammunition columns of the regiment will go into billets and 
bivouacs about Eammerbei^. Take the quartermasters, who have 
been ordered to come here from each battery, and go on to Kammer- 
beig as quickly as possible. Allot quarters there and fix the positions 
of the gun parks. Avoid changing the quarters of the ammunition 
columns, which are already there, as far as possible. Lieutenant X^ 
the supply officer of the Abieilung, must have already reached 
Kammerberg with the supply wagons, or will arrive there very 
shortly. He is to off-load supphes at suitable points if there is no 
time to take them direct to the batteries, which will reach Kammer- 
berg at 9 p.m. In any case the supply wagons must be drawn up 
empty by 10.30 p.m., at the exit of Kammerberg on the Bachen- 
bausen road, poles towards Bachenhausen. The Abteilung will 
halt north of Kammerbeig on the KoUbach road until I hear from 
you that the allotment of quarters is completed. The headquarters 
of the Abteilung will be at Kammerberg House, where the head- 
quarters of the " Brigade " and of the regiment will also be." 

1st Lieutenant P. was then directed to ascertain the ammunition 
expended by each battery, to ask for an under-officer frem each 
battery, and to go with them to Kammerbei^ to supervise the issue 
of ammunition. The Abteilung commander continued ; — 

" Two ammunition columns coming from Giebing are expected to 
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reach Kammerberg about midnight ; the rear one belonge to the 20th 
F.A, Eegt. Tou will find out all other detaile from regimental 
headquarters at Eammerberg House, where you are to go at once. 
Tou must take the ammunition states of the batteries with you." 

The adjutant of the Abteilung was then sent to Eollbach to 
wait for the 19th F.A. Eegt,, and to report when it would have 
cleared that place. At 8.30 p.m. he returned and reported 
that the 19th F.A. Kegt. would have passed through EoUbach in 
about five minutes. The batteries then moved off, on a signal from 
the Abteäung commander, round the rear of hill 496 in order to 
gain the Eammerberg road. 

Captain M. had, in the meantime, reached Eammerberg at about 
8.15 p.m. 

Eammerberg proved to be a long narrow village composed of 
small mud cottages, with a fairly large number of spacious sheds. 
The north side of the village extended half-way up the southern 
slope of a ridge running east and west. The western end sloped 
gently into the broad valley lying between Piflitz and K-immerbei^. 
The lights of the former place, and a large fire burning there, were 
visible. The part of Eammerberg consisting of Kammerbei^ House 
and its farm buildings lay somewhat apart to the south. 

To the south and south-west, the valley mentioned above 
separated Giebing, where a number of lights were to be seen, from 
the hill near Bachenhausen. 

It appeared best to leave the 1st Am. Col. in the valley west of 
Eammeiberg and north of the road from Giebing, and to quarter its 
personnel in the western part of the village adjoining. 

The battery parks would be most suitably placed on the northern 
part of the village at the side fartliest from the enemy, that of the 
leading battery being on the east. The part of the village 
immediately behind could then be divided into three billeting 
areas for the three batteries. This arrangement would allow of the 
part of the village south of the main street being allotted to the l^ht 
ammunition columns. 

At first sight it did not seem easy to arrange for water supply, 
but further reconnaissance proved that the brook running down from 
Piflitz, and the small stream which joined it frora G-iebing, provided 
enough water for the horses. It would, however, be necessary to 
arrange an allotment of the watering places. 

When the quartermasters had been given general instructions as 
to the parks and billeting areas, and had been told that the order of 
the batteries was not definitely settled, they were ordered to mark 
out the positions of the parks and the boundaries of the billeting 
areas, and to meet Captain M. in a quarter of an hour at the 
northern exit of Eammerbei^. 

The latter then rode to Eammerbei^ House where he took over 
the first floor for the regimental and detachment statfs. He fixed on 
one of the neighbouring out-bnildings for the offices. He had not 
quite finished doing this when the regimental staff arrived. Captain 
M. pointed out to the regimental adjutant the room intended tor the 
oflace, informed him of the quarters allotted to the staff iu the house, 
and then rode off. As he was passing the western edge of Kammer- 
herg, on his way to the light ammunition columns, he met Lieutenant 
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X., who waa engaged in issuing orders for unloading bis supply 
wagons. He said to him : — 

" Do not unload. The batteries will be here so soon tliat your 
wagons can be sent to them without fear of delay. Leave your 
wi4;anB here and ride with me to the Abteilung, where you will 
get further orders." 

He then informed the commander of the light ammunition 
columns of the billeting area allotted to him, and told him that his 
horses must water in the stream south of the Giebing — Kammerberg 
road. 

At 9 p.ra. he met the batteries halted a few hundred yards north 
of Kammerberg with the Ahteüv/ng staff and the battery com- 
manders at the head. The 4th, 5th and 6th Batteries were in that 
order. Captain M, made the following report : — " I left the light 
ammunition columns west of Kammerberg, in the valley running 
towards Piflitz. Piflitz lies over there where that Ui^e fire is 
burning. I have allotted them the part of Kammerberg west of 
the road from Kollbach, and also the part south of the. main street. 

" The parks of the Abteilung will be just here, east of the road 
and north of the village. The 4th Battery will be farthest to the 
east, then the 5th, and the 6th Battery nearest to this road. The 
under- officers who are allotting quarters know the position of 
the parks and of the billeting areas immediately in rear of them. 
The latter in no case extend south of the vili^e street. The 
boundaries of the areas allotted to batteries are marked out. 
Lieutenant X. will send the supply wagons to the gun parks when 
the batteries are drawn up. , They must be unloaded at once as they 
must be ready to march off at the exit of Kammerbei^ on the 
Baclienhausen road at 10.30 p.m., with poles facing towards Bachen- 
hausen. Lieutenant X. has received orders from the brigade to take 
all the supply vehicles of the brigade to Lohhof to refill 

"The only wells available for the batteries are those in their 
billeting areas. The horses may be watered in the brook running 
from Piflitz, but only as far as the point 300 metres north of the 
Giebing — ^Kammerberg road, which point is marked by a large bush. 
The quartermasters know the watering places allotted to the 
batteries. 

"I have arranged quarters for the Abteilung and regimental 
staffs on the first floor of Kammerbeig House. TTie office ia in an 
out-building. The r^^ental and brigade staffs have already 
arrived." 

The batteries moved to their parks after 9 p.m. ; sentries were 
posted over the parks, the necessary orders for protection were 
issued, the supply and forage wagons joined the batteries, and were 
unloaded as far as was necessary. By 10 p.m. the horses had been 
groomed and the men were busy feeding the horses and preparing 
Üieir own meal. 

We will now accompany 1st Lt. P. who had been told, on hill 
496, to superintend the issue of ammunition. 

He had reported himself at the regimental office at 8.30 p.m., and 
stated the amount of ammunition used by the batterlra. It was clear 
from the reports received from the other Abteilung, and from the 
light ammunition columns, that it would only be possible to replace 



vib.Gqo^le 



152 

the ammunition of the battery wagons and a very Bmall part ot the 
ainmonition of the light ammunition columns from the ammuni- 
tion column allotted to the regiment. The batterioB of both Abteilun- 
gen required about 900 rounds of shrapnel and common Bhell; so 
that there would only remain about 400 rounds for the light 
ammunition columns ; it therefore appeared best to allot the whole of 
this to one light column so that the regimental commander might 
have a reserve of ammunition under his hand. It also seemed 
most suitable to distribute the common shell of the artillery ammuni- 
tion columu to the two Abteilungen. On these grounds the regi- 
mental adjutant laid the following proposal for orders for the issue 
of ammunition before his commanding officer : — 

" Two artillery ammunition columns will reach Eammerberg about 
midnight from Giebing, The first is allotted to the 19th and the 
second to the 20th F^ Eegt The ammunition will be unloaded at 
the gun parks, that for the Ist Abteilung, 20th F.A. K^t, just 
north of Kammerberg. Preparations are to be made for doing this 
as quickly as possible. Eepresentatives from both Abteilungen and 
from the light ammunition columns, under Ist Lt P. of the 2nd 
Abteilung, will be at 11 p.m. at the western exit of Eammerbeii; 
towards Glebing, to guide the various parts of the ammunition 
columns to the gun parks. 1st Lt. P. will arrange the necessary 
details with the commander of the column. The following is the 
allotment of the ammunition : — 

" 1st Abteilung, 20th F.A, Kegt., 800 shrapnel,* 200 common 
shell. 

"2ud Abteilung, 20th F.A, K^t., 700 shrapnel, 200 common 
sheU. 

" Ist Light Am, Col. remainder of the available ammunition. 
" The 2nd Light Am. Col. will hand over its ammunition to-night 
to the Ist Am, col. The empty w^ons of the Arty. Am. coL will be 
sent without delay to the eastern exit of Kammerberg. Reports as 
to the issue of ammunition will be made in the morning, on 
marchii^ off." 

Simultaneously with this order, Ist Lt. P. received the following 
verbal instructions : — 

" It will be quite sufficient to distribute the ammunition of the 
Artillery Ammunition Columns by wagons, without taking account 
of what little ammunition the AUeilnngen have left. In any case 
a detailed distribution of ammunition by boxes should be avoided 
in order not to lose time. The commander of the ammunition column 
is to be informed that the issue of ammunition must be completed by 
2 a.m. The ammunition column is then to move at once by 
Unter-Bruck and Lohhof to München." 

Thanks to the energetic measures takeu by the commandant of 
Kammerberg for tJie preservation of order, the issue of supplies and 
ammunition was completed without serious hitch, in spite of the 
amount of traffic passing through the village. The empty wagons 
were despatched at the right time, and in the right order, towards 
the area east of the Amper without any block ensuing on the 
roads. 

* 100 ahrapnel to replaoe roand* fired daring Üie iiight. 
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The only hitch was that the supply w^one of the Ist Ähteüung, 
20th F.A. Eegt., ordered to Kollbach, did not clear KammerbeiT^ on 
the march to Bacbenhausen till 1 a.m., and were so much delayed by 
the iasue of ammunition, which waa in full swing at that hour, that 
they were uDable to resume their inarch tUl the empty wagons of the 
2nd Arty. Am. Col. were ready to move off. 

The Abteilung provided for the local protection of its hillets and 
bivouaca It was covered in addition by a company of the 19th Inf.' 
Ede., which had been sent at the request of the artillery brigade 
commander to Lauterbach. 



Instructions issued at Divisional Hkadquartkrs abtbk 6 P-M. 

We wiU return to the divisional headquarters which were still at 
Piflitz. Shortly after Divisional Order No, 3 had been issued, the 
general staff ofBcer of the division laid the following appreciation 
before his commander : — 

" The distribution of the division for the retreat must now be 
considered. The 19th Inf. Bde. which is in the neighbourhood of 
!&Dllbach, and the 20th Inf. Bde. which is in the wood north of 
Vierkirchen, are available to form the main body of the division. 
As they are not in touch with the enemy they can march at once. 
One battalion, 37th Inf. £egt., at FetershauHen, 2 companies, 38tb Inf. 
Segt., to the south of that place, and parts of the 40th Inf. Begt. 
at Asbach and south of it remain facing the eneiny during the night, 
It should be sufficient to leave one battalion of the 37th tnf. B^., 
which has been ordered to include the railway bridge south of 
Petershausen in its line, and one battalion of the 40th Inf. B^t in 
(he neighbourhood of Asbach to watch the beaten enemy, the 
^mainder being withdrawn from the front line. With the addition 
pf the Ist Abteilufiff, 20th F-A. Begt., which is now on hill 496, 
and of a machine gun company, an advanced guard of sufficient strength 
can be formed, and uLay be suitably placed under the commander of 
the 37th Inf. Eegt. At the same time, a brigade commander fron^ 
tihe division should be nominated to command all the rear guards of 
the army corps. The Kollbach — Karomerbei^ — Gross-Kobach roadj 
the track from Bettenbach by Wiedenhof to Blberbach and thence by 
Oberndoi'f to the Amper, are available as lines of retreat. In order 
to liaaten the retreat it seems advisable to retire in several ooltmms. 
The groupiil^ of the division and the available roads make it best to 
move in two columns. Of these, that moving from Bettenbach on 
Biberbach should consist only of infantry, owing to the bad stretch of 
road at Wiedenhof. It therefore becomes necessary to move the 
20th Inf. Bde, by this road, the 19th Inf. Bde. and the KjL Bde. 
marcbiug by the good road through Kammerbei^ and Bachenhausen. 

" We must take into consideration that the enemy may threaten 
the retreat from the valley of the Ilm. The enemy discovered to- 
day near Ilmmiinster woidd, if he advanced by Hohenkammer, not 
have much further to go to reach Unter-Bruck on the Amper than 
would the division moving from Kollbach, Care must, therefore, be 
taken that such a hostile advance is held off till the main body of 
the division is east of the Amper, and until the remainder of the 
army moving further to the west is out of danger. It might be 
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thought that sufficient protection would be afforded by pushing a. 
strong flank guard out at once to the Lauterbach hills. This would, 
however, split up the division and necessitate a strong force being' 
kept on this bank, of the Amper, whereas the division is required on 
the far bank. It is probable that it is the more necessary for it to 
move to the far bank, because a hostile advance between the Isar 
and the Amper from the direction of Freiaii^, whence the right wing 
of the enemy's main army is known to be advancing, is well within 
the region of probabiUty. Therefore it seems preferable not to 
occupy the Lauterbach hills till such a course becomes necessary, in' 
consequence of a hostile advance by Hohenkammer. These hills can 
be rapidly occupied by deploying to a flank the column which 
is retiring through Kammerberg. But for this it is essential that 
early information be obtained of such a hostile movement. Steps 
must, therefore, be taken to establish rapid and certain communi- 
cation between the 5th Dragoons and headquarters. 

" My proposal for action is, therefore, a» follows : — The 20th Tnt 
Bde., to retire at 3.30 a.m. by Eettenbach — ^Wiedenhof — Biberbach 
— Oberndorf on the bridges thrown by the pioneer companies south 
of Unter-Bruck ; the 19th Inf. and the F.Ä, Bdes, to retire at 4 a.m. 
by Kammerberg — Bachenhausen — ^ross-Nöbach to a position behind 
the Amper ; the second divisional adjutant to be sent, with one of 
■ the divisional motor cars and 10 cyclists of the 20th Inf. Bde., to the 
nth Dn^ons to report at once if any serious danger threatens on 
that flank." 

The divisional commander expressed his agreement with the 
views of his general staff officer. The divisional staff at once began 
to work out the necessary orders, m follows : — 

In the first place the seuior medical ofBcer of the division was 
directed to aiTange for the evacuation of the chief dressing station, 
so that the bearer company should be at Bettenbaoh at 3 a.m; 
ready to move off behind the 10th Field Hospital, which was at work 
in Eettenbach. He was told that orders for the march would follow 
later. 

Only such personnel and material as wero absolutely necessary 
were to remain behind. Wounded were, as far as po^ible, to be 
taken to Eching. It was intended to have an auxiliary hospital trtun 
there in the forenoon of 24. XL, which would transport the wounded 
to München. Orders would be issued to units to cease sending 
wounded to the chief dressing station, to arrange the transport rf 
wounded, as far as wagons were available, to Eching, and to leave the 
remainder in the adjoining villager in charge of the local authorities, 
with such personnel and material aa were absolutely essential. Such 
of the medical personnel and material as was not to remain behind 
would move off not later than the rear guard. 

Shortly after receiving these instructions the senior medical officer 
of the division rode off to see personally to the execution of hi» 
orders. The second divisional adjutant was then requested to go to 
Hohenkammer with the second motor car and 10 cyclists, which ha 
was to get from the 40th Inf. Regt., and to join the 5th Dn^oons as 
reporting officer. He received the following orders from the general 
staff officer:— 

" Keep UB informed of all important events in that direetion.. I* 
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is particularly important that divisional headquarters shonld* be 
informed early if freah bodies of hostile troops are in the Hin 
valley and, if 80, where they are, also where the right flank of the 
enemy's maitt army is at the present time. Kegative reports should 
also be sent in. 

" Hostile movements from the direction of Ilmmünster or Freising 
to the south or south-west must be reported at once. A hostile 
advance on or through Hohenkammer should be reported by motor 
oar, Report the dispositions of the division for the retreat to the 
commander of the 5th Dragoons." 

During the next few hours a number of reports reached divisional 
headquarters, for the moat part by telephone. These did not delay 
the issue of the final order for the retreat. By 11 p.m. the following 
information was available as to the situation of the various units 
composing the division : — 

Opposite to the 37th Inf. Eegt, which had one battalion astride 
the KoUbach— Petershausen road in close touch with the enemy, the 
enemy had again become active during the early hours of the uight. 
Numerous hostile patrols were coming down to and across the Olonn ; 
hostile patrols were also in touch with the 5 th Dragoons at 
Hohenkammer and MUhldorf. An attempt by the enemy from the 
direction of Gkippertshauaen to seize the toad bridge at Petershausen 
■ was discovered in time by the detachments of the 37th Inf. B^. at 
that place and defeated. A reconnaissance had established the fact 
that Petersbausen was occupied by one battalion, but that stroug 
bodies of hostile troops were at Petershausen station, and at Solleru. 
The fire of the 1st Abteilung, 20th F.A. E^t., from hill 496, which 
was occasionally directed on those places, had only caused the bivouac 
fires to be extinguished. 

Opposite the 40th Inf. Begt. which was at, and south of, Asbaoh, 
aU was quiet. Patrols found no enemy nearer than the small wood 
south-west of Ziegelberg and Ebersbach. Hostile troops appeared 
to be bivouacked nortli of Aufhausen. Two tJx>ops of the 1st 
Squadron, 5th Dragoons, had arrived at Plflitz to be at the disposal 
of headquarters. 

Shortly before midn^ht the artillery lieutenant, sent out to 
reconnoitre the roads, arrived and reported : — 

" The road through Wiedenhof towards Eiberbach is barely 
practicable for vehicles. It is, however, suitable for infantry; the 
only obstacle consists in the mud. The track running from 
Biberbach through the wide re-entrant towards Westerndorf and 
Oberndorf is of similar character. The track running from Milberts- 
hofen towards Viehbach is also very bad, and not practicable for 
vehicles, but the Kammerberg — Baohenhausen — Unter-Bruck road, 
thoi^h somewhat cut up by the lai^ number of „transport columns 
which are using it, is suitable for all arms. The road from Lauterbach 
to Falirenzhausen is a first class main road, well-metalled, and suitable 
for the heaviest vehicles. 

" The pioneer company began the construction of a bridge one 
kilometre east of Obemdorf about 10 p.m. The commander of the 
company expressed the opinion that the bridge would be finished 
abotit 2 a.m. There is little difficulty in constructing the bridge at 
that point." 
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The latter report waa confirmed by the following report from the 
pioneer company, which arrived about midaigbt by cycliet orderly : — 

" 10th Pioneer C3oy, East of Obemdorf, 23. XL 

" To the 10th Inf. Div., Piflitz. 11 p.m. 

" 1. The Amper between Weng, Unter-Bmok, and Haimtiausen is 
not passable by any arm. The water is at average he^bt. Depth 
2 to 3 metres. The river is nowhere fordable by infantry. Mounted 
men can cross with difhculty at certain points. The banks are boggy 
in places. The valley consists of dry firm meadow land. 

" 2, The bridge at Unter-Bruck is a solid timber brieve available 
for all arms. It is held by the 10th Coy., 38th Inf. Regt., which has 
pushed out covering parties towards G^Qselshausen and Weng, and 
has occupied the bridges at Kranzberg and Thumsberg. 

" 3, A bridge suitable for all arms will be finished, 1 kilometre east 
of Obemdorf, at 2 a.m.; position and approaches marked on the 
attached sketch. 

" 4. Orders may be sent to Obemdorf, where representatives of 
the company, who know the way to the bridge, will dways be found. 

X., 
" Capt, commanding the Coy," 

A mess^e had meanwhile come in from Army Corps headquarters 
that the 3rd and 4th Arty. Am. Cols, would be in Lohhof at 6 a.m. at 
the disposal of the lUth Inf. Div. 

About midnight the following order was sent by telephone to the 
19th Inf. and 20th F.A. Bdes. :— 
" 10th Inf. Div. ' Piflitz, 

12 midnight, 23-24. XI. 

" The division will retire to-night behind the Amper. All troops 
«xcept one battalion of the 37th and one battalion of the 40th Inf. 
Eegt. will be withdrawn from the front line, and will be ready to move 
off from their bivouacs at 3 a.m. Fires will be left burning. 

" Dressing stations will be evacuated, and the wounded will either 
be sent to Eching or handed over to the authorities of the adjoining 
vill^es. 

" Units remaining in the front line, together with the 1st Ab- 
teilung, 20th F. A. Eegt.,'and the machine gun company of the 37th Inf. 
Eegt., are placed vinder the commander of the 37th Inf. Regt. The 
19th Inf. Bde. and the F.A. Bde. are placed under General M. 
commanding the F.A. Bde. General P., commanding the 19th Inf. 
Bde., will come as soon as possible to divisional headquarters. Opera- 
tion orders follow." 

The final divisional order wm then prepared, and dictated to the 
representatives of units who were able to stait off with it at 1 a.m. 
It ran as follows : — 
■" 10th Inf. Div. P. " Piflitz, 

24. XI., 1 a-m." 
" DivisioDal Order No. 1 for 24. XI. 

" 1. The Ist Army has retired behind the Isar, before superior force 
on the line Landshut — Freising. The 2nd Army will retire to-night, 
on and through München in order to connect with the. left wing of 
the Ist Army. 
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" 2. Freßh bodies of hostile troops are believed to be in the Ihn 
valley advancing south ; the right wing of the enemy's main army 
is believed to be advancing on Freiaing. 

" 3. The 5th Army Corps is to cover the retreat of the army in a 
position behind the Amper on the line Wei^ — Otterhausen. The Ist 
EeB. Inf. Bde. is retiring by Vierkirchen— Schönbnmn — Lotzbach — 
Amperpettenbach, and Haimhauaen, the 9th Inf. Div. is retiring 
further to the west ; the 5th Dr^oons and the rear guards remain on 
the Glonn. 

Rear qusrd. 

" Under command of CoL C, 
(commanding 37th Inf. Kegt.). 
1 bn-, 37th Inf. Regt. "1 in front 
1 „ 40th „ „ J line. 
Machine gun coy. 7th Inf. 
Eegt, 1 troop, 1st Sqn., 5th 
Dragoons, let AUg., ^Oth F. 
A.Begt. 



" Column ' M.' 
Under M(y.-Gren. M. (comg, 
10th F.A. Brigade); 19th Inf. 
Bde. (less 1 bn. and machine 
gun coy.) ; J troop, Ist Sq., 5th 
Dragoons (which has been 
ordered to Kammerberg) ; 10th 
FA. Bde. (less Ist Abtg., 
20th F.Ä. Eegt.) ; Bearer Coy. 
and 10th Field Hospital ; Field 
Poet Office, 10Ü1 Inf. Div. 



' Cdumn " B' 
Under Col. B. (comg. 40th 
Inf. E^.) ; 20th Inf. Bde. (less 
1 bn., 40th Inf. R^.). 



"4. The rear guard will re- 
main on the Glonn in touch 
with the enemy ; it will main- 
tain connection with the 5th 
Dragoons, who hold the line 
of the Glonn, east of Peter- 
hauseo, as far as Allershausen, 
The rear guard will be under 
the orders of Maj.-Gen. P., 
who will take over command 
of all rear guards of the 6th 
Army Corps, and of the 6th 
Dragoons, at 4 a.m. 

"5. 'M' CJolumn will march 
at 4 a.m. from Kammetbei^ 
by Bachenhausen to Unter- 
Bruck. It will reconnoitre 
the line Grand Imiltach — 
Weissling towards the Glonn. 
Strong standing patrols will be 
sent . bo Belcha to watch the 
bridge over the Glonn at 
Hohenkammer, and keep touch 
with the 5th Dr^oon Eegt. 
which has been instructed to 
send reports to column ' M.' 

The Bearer Coy-, 10th 
Field Hospital, and Field Post 
Office will be at ßettenbach 
ready to march off at 3 a.m. 

"6. Column 'B' will march 
at 3 a.m. from Bettenbach, by 
Mitten Wiedenhof — Biberbach 
— Oberndorf, to a bridge which, 
has been thrown east of 
Obemdorf and south of Qroes- 
Nöbach. 

" 7. Troops are to move off 
as silently as possible. Bivouac 
. firea will be left burning. 

"8. Dre3BingBtationswillb& 
evacuated as far as posaible b> 
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Eching. The chief dressing 
statioD and the field hospitu 
at Bettenbach have been 
closed. Only such perBonnol 
and materiiil a8 are essential 
will be left behind. Wounded 
will be handed over to local 
aathorities. 

" 9. The 3rd and 4th Arty. 
Am. OoIb. will be at Lohhof at 
6 a.in., at the disposal of the 
iOth F.A. Brigade. 

"10. Divisional headquarters 
will be at Piflitz till 3.30 a.m., 
will more to Kammerbei^ at 
3.45 a.m. to interview Maj.- 
Gen. M., and thence by 
ßachenhausentoGross-Nöbach. 
Bepresentatives for orders will 
be at that place at 4 a.m. 

" Dictated to representatives of units. D., 

" Lt.-Gen. comg, division." 

While this order was being issued, Maj.-Gen, P. arrived and 
reported himself to the divisional commander who was in the office. 
He received from the latter the following instructions : — 

" In accordance with instructions from Army headquarters you are 
to take over command of all the rear guards of the 5th Army Corps 
remaining on the Glonn. The 10th Inf. Div, on the right wing has 
been holding the line Petersbausen — Jedenhofen (exclusive), with the 
1st Ees. Inf. Bde. 'extending the left as far as Albertshofen, and the 
9th Inf. Div. from Albertahofen to Kloster-Indersdorf. All in-. 
formation necessary for you to know is contained in this corps order, 
■which I request you to read at once." 

When Maj.-Gen. P. had read the corps order of 3 p.in., 23, XI., 
and had marked the positions on his map, the divisional commander 
continued : — 

" The 10th Inf. Div. will retire in two columns. The first, composed 
of the 19th Inf. Bde. and the F.A. Bde., will march at 4 a.m. from 
Eammerbei^ by Bachenhausen to Gröss-Nohach; the second, cousisting 
of the 20th Inf. Bde., which is bivouacked in the wood north of 
Vierkirchen, will march by Wiedenhof — Biberbach — Oherndorf to a 
bridge which has been thrown east of the latter place. The following 
troops remain on the Glonn : — . . 

" The 5th Dragoon Eegt. east of Peterhausen holding the crossings 
over the Glonn as far as Allersbausen inclusive; one hattalion, 37th 
luf. Regt., with a machine gun company, opposite Petershausen, and 
one battalion, 40th Int. K^t., at Ashach. The 1st Abteilung, 20th 
F_A. Eegt., which is west of Kollbach, is placed under the orders of 
the commander of the 37th Inf. Begt., who commands the whole of 
the rear guard of the 10th Inf. Div. We shall be in telephonio 
communication with KoUbach till 3.30 &.m. ; at that hour the line 
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conaecting the diviaion with arm; oorpa headquarters in Esterhofeo 
^ill also be reeled up. 

" Divisional headquarters leave Piflitz at 3.30 a.m. and go to 
Unter-bruck by way of Kammerberg." 

Maj.-Gen. P. thereupon placed himself in telephonic communica- 
tion with army corps headquarters, reported himself and received 
instructions to come at once to Esterhofen to receive orders personally. 
He asked for some mounted orderlies from divisional headquarters 
and, on receiving these, rode off. 

Meanwhile the commander of the 2 troops of the 1st Sq., 5th 
Dragoons, which were at Piflitz, received the following orders from 
the general staff ofQcer : — 

" One troop will join Column " M " at Kammerberg at 3 ajn., the 
other, less 5 orderlies, who will remain with divisional headquarters, 
will be at Kollbach at the same hour and will join the rear guard." 

The officer in chaise of the telephone detachment received orders 
to reel up at 3 a.m. and to join Column " M " by way of Kammerberg 
as soon as possible. 

Instructions were then issued for the horses of divisional head- 
quarters to march at 1 a,m. by Kammerberg and Bachenhausen to 
Unter-bruek j they were to be ready for the staff at the latter place 
at 4 a.nL, having been watered, fed, and saddled. 



Orders issued m Column " M." 

The telephonic instructions from the division issued at 12 
midnight reached Kammerberg House at 12.33 a.m., where the 
commander of the 10th F.A. Bde. was billeted and had established 
his office. The adjutant was woken up by the under-officer who 
brought the order, and acted as follows on his own initiative : — 

1. The following messages were sent simultaneously to the 19th 
and 20 F.A. Eegte. :— 

" 10th F.A. Bde. Kammerberg, 

24. XL, 12.55 a.m. 

"The division will retire during the night behind the Atnper. 

Begimenta will be ready to march off from their bivouacs at 3 a.m. 

Commanders will be at Kammerbeig at that hour, at the exit on the 

Kollbach road." 

2. The following was sent by telephone to the Idth Bde. 

■ " Kammerberg, 

24. XL, 12.55 a.m. 

" Kepresentatives for orders will come at once to the headquarters 
of the 10th F.A. Bde. at Kammerberg House," 

The adjutant then went to his commander, reported the arrival of 
the divisional order and the instructions he had issued, with which 
Maj.-Gen. M, expressed his agreement. When Divisional Order 
No. 1 had arrived, they proceeded to consider the best arrangement 
of Column " M " for the retreat. 

The detachment« composing the column were in various groups. 
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The Idth F.A. Begt. was in Bachenhausen and Yiehbach, the 20th 
F.A. £egt., less the Ist Abteilung, wob in Kammerbeig, the 19th 
Inf. Bde. was for the most part about Kollbach. Companies of the 
latter brigade were holding Weissling and Glonbercha, and 1 oompany 
was at Lauterbach covering the bivouac of the F.A. Bde. The 
bearer company. No. 10 Field Hospital, and the field post 
ofBce would have to be drawn in from Rettenbacb to Eammerbei^. 

As the infantry company at Lauterbach was most conveniently 
placed to form the support for the 5th DtagooDs, it appeared ad- 
visable to move a battalion of the 37th Inf. Eegt. off first through 
Kammerberg, and to let the 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt,, follow 
it. One company of the S'Zth Inf. Eegt. would come next, and then 
the 19th F.A. Eegt. The 19th Inf. Bde. which would push out a 
small rear guard, would form the rear of the column. The bearer 
company and the field hospital would join the cohunn according to 
the time of their arrival at Kammerbei^. The 1st Am. Col. would 
have to be moved off at once, in order that it might fill up at 
Lohhof ; as it was empty, there would be no difficulty in arrai^ng this. 

As a first step Capt. M., the senior of the commanders of the l^ht 
ammunition columns of the 20th F.A, Kegt, was summoned to 
the office, and given the following verbal instructions : — 

" You will take over command of all the light ammunition columns 
of the brigade, and wUl march with them at ouce by Bachenhausen 
and Unter-Bruck to Lohhof, where you will fill up from the 3rd and 
4th Arty. Am. Cols., which have been ordered to be at that place at 
6 a.m., and will await further orders. 

" The diviflion is retirii^ this morning, the 24th, in two columns 
behind the Amper, in order to take up a position on the line Weng — 
Ottershausen to cover the retreat of the army, which ia movii^ 
through Dachau and München. 

" Brigade headquarters are moving at 4 a,m. by Bachenhausen on 
TJnt«r-Bruck, with the easternmost column of the division, to which 
the whole of the field artillery is attached. • You will leave a represent- 
ative for orders at the latter place. No vehicles of the light am- 
munition columns should be on this bank of the Amper after 
4 a.m." 

At the same time the following message was given to him to dehver 
to the 19th RA. Ee^.:— 

" All the light ammunition columns of the brigade are placed 
under the orders of Capt. X., those of the 19th F.A. Eegt. are to be 
aroused at onne, and will move in accordance with the instructions of 
Capt. X, to join the light ammunition columns of the 20th F,Ä. Eegt 
which are already on the march, 

"10th F.A. Bde." 
At 1.45 a.m, the following telephone message was sent to the 19th 
Inf. Bde. at KoUbach :— 

" We are retiring by Bachenhausen on Unter-Bruck. 
" The following ia the order of march of column " M " : — 
1 bn., 37th Inf. Eegt. 
2nd AbteUung, 20th F.A. Regt. 
1 coy., 37th Inf. Eegt. 
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19th r.A. Regt. 
19th Inf. Bde. 

" The following will march from KoUbach to Kammevbei^ to join 
the column : — 

6 companieB, 37th Inf. Regt., at 3.15 a.m. 
Remainder 19th Inf. Bde., at 4 a. m. 

" Orders will be issued direct to the company at Lauterbach which 
will remain there till further orders. The commander of the 19th 
Inf. Bde. and the commander of the battalion marching off at 3.15 a.m. 
will be at Eammerberg at 3 a.m." 

The following messi^ was then sent by cyclist orderly to the 
company of the 38th Inf. Kegt. at Lauterbach : — 

" To Ko. 10 Coy-, 38th Inf. Kegt., 

"24. XI., 2 a.m. 

" Lauterbach. 

" The division is retiring behind the Amper in two columns, moving 
by KammerbeiT? and Fahrenzbausen to Unter-Bruek and by 
Bettenbacb and Biberbach to Oberndorf, respectively. 

" The 19th Inf. Bde. and the field artillery march under my orders 
at 4 a,m. from Kamraerbei^ by Fahrenzhausen to Unter-Bruck. The 
5th Dragoons remain on the Glonn and watch the crossings from 
Fetershausen to Allershausen. Two battalions from the 37th and 40th 
Inf. B^ta. are on their left, at Kollbacb and Asbach, as rearguard to 
the division. Fresh bodies of the enemy are believed to have reached 
the Ilm valley at Ilmmimster to-night. The right wing of the 
enemy's main body is believed to be advancit^ on Freiaing. 

"The 10th Coy., 38th Inf. Eegt., will remain at Lauterberg as a 
flank guard, and will watch the southern exit of the wood at Weissling, 
especially the road from Hobenkammer. If the enemy advances it 
will delay him as long as possible, in conjunction with the 5th 
Dragoons, who will retire on Thurnsbeg if pressed. Six cyclists of 
the 28th Inf. Regt, will join the company at 4.30. a.nL to he at the 
disposal of the company commander for orderly duties. The company 
will reconnoitre through Hohenbercha and Dömbach. Brigade bead- 
quarters will leave £ammerberg at 4.30 a.m., and march between 
the 19th F.A. Eegt. and the head of the 19th Inf. Bde. which forms 
the rear of the column. 

M., 
" Maj.-Gen. Com. I. 10th F.A. Bde." 

The brigade atafT met the commanders of the 19th and 20th F.A 
Eegts., and of the 19th Inf. Ede. at 3 a.m. at the exit of Eammerberg 
on Ihe KoUbach road. The commander of the 19th Inf. Bde. reported 
that the 3rd Bn,, 37th Inf. Regt., and 1 company of the 2nd Bn. had 
been ordered to march to Kammerberg and would arrive at 4 a.in., 
and that the companies at G-lonbercha and Weissling had been called in. 

He stated that the remainder of the 19th Inf. Bde. was ready, lo 
move off from its bivouacs and would march at 4 a.m. The respective 
commanders also reported that the field artillery was ready as ordered. 
Lt. A. of the 5th Dn^oons reported himself as in chai^ of the 
troops which had reached Kammerbei^ to join column M. 

The following verbal order was then issued at 3 a.m. to the 
(B 760) I. 
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assembled commanderB, the brigade major taking it down in short- 
hand: — 

"Northern exit of Kammerbei^. 24. XI., 3.15 a.in. 

" The 2nd Army is retiring behind the Ampet in order to connect 
with the let Army which ie falling back on the lines Landshiit — 
Moosberg — I'Veiaing before a superior hostile force, the right wing of 
which is located at Freising. 

" Fresh bodies of hostile troops coming from the north are behaved 
to have reached Ilmmiinster in tJie Ilm valley to-night. 

" The 5th Army Corps is covering the retreat of the army, which is 
retiring through and north of München, in a position behind the 
Amper on the line Weng — Oltershausen, against the hostile main 
army and the enemy's troops in the Ilm valley. 

" The 10th Inf. Div. will retire in two columns, the 20th Inf. Bde. 
moving west of us by Wiedenhof-^Biberbach — Oberndorf to a bridge 
which has been thrown south of TJnter-Bruck. 

"The 19th Inf. Bde. and the field artillery march under my orders 
by Fahrenzhausen and Unter-Bruck to the neighbourhood of Gross- 
Nobach. 

" 3rd Bn., 37th Inf. Eegt., less 1 coy., will detach one company as 
advanced guard 600 metres in front, the 2iid AbteUwng, 20th F.A. 
B^t., will follow this battalion from Kammerberg, another compajiy 
37th Inf. Kegt., will come next, and then the 19th F-A. Begt., and tlie 
19th Inf. Bde, One battalion of the latter brigade will follow as rear 
guard at 600 metres distance. As the time of arrival of the bearer 
company and the field hospital at Kammerberg is not yet known, 
they will join the column when they arrive. Two battalions and one 
F.A. AUeüuv^ remain in touch with the enemy at Kollbach and 
Asbach under CoL C, The 6th Dragoon Regt, is watching the Glonii 
from Allershauseii to Petershausen. The 10th Coy., 38th Inf. Begt-, 
is at Lauterbach as a flank guard ; six cyclists will be sent to that 
company by the 19th Inf. Bde. The adjutants will see to the ordering 
of the column, the commanders will remain here, as I expect the 
divisional commander at 3.30 a.m. and, after interviewing him, may 
have to issue further orders. 

" The commander of the cavalry troop will detach a squad to the 
advanced guard and to the rear guard of the column, the remainder of 
the troop remaining with brigade headquarters." 

While the adjutants were riding off about 3.45 a.m,, divisional 
headquarters arrived in a motor car from Eettenbach. At that hour 
the head of the 3rd Bn., 37th Inf. Regt., was just approaching. 

When (Jeneral M. had reported himself, the divisional commander 
said to him : — 

" General, you are in command of the eaBt«mmoBt column of the 
army. It will be your duty to oppose any hostile movements from 
the direction of Hohenkammer or Allerahausen. 

" My chief object is to get behind the Amper, as far as possible 
without figliting, but that will only be possible if the enemy does not 
bring pressure to bear from the direction of Hohenkammer till after 
5 a.m. The 5th Dragoon Begt. has just reported that it has strong 
bodies of the enemy opposite it at Hohenkammer, but at 2.30 a.m., 
when this report was sent off, the regiment was still in possession of 
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the bridge over the Gloija at that place. It has been instructed to 
repeat important information direct to you. If the enemy debonches 
from the exit of the woods at Hohenbereha and Dombach before your 
main body has passed Bachenhausen, you must attack him Tvith all 
your 'available force. 

" Divisional headquarters are now moving to the neighbourhood 
of Hetzenhausen. You will receive orders at Unter-Bruck in good 
time as to your next objective. If such orders do not reach you, 
take up A position facing the Amper on the line Weng — Gross- Nöbach 
and occupy all the crossings over the Amper in that section. Reports 
to Hetzenhausen." 

The commanders were then dismissed to join their units and the 
divisional staff went off to Unter-Bruck. Maj.-Gen. M. remained in 
Kammerberg to supervise the formation of the column, and to place 
himself at the head of the 19th Inf. Bde. The latter marched throi^h 
Kammerbei^ at 4.55 a.m., while the 19th F.A. Begt. joined the 
column at Bachenhausen. 

Instructions issued to the 19th Infaktry Bde. 

We will now turn to the 19th Inf. Bde. Maj.-Gen. P. had, as 
we know, established his quarters in the western part of KoUbach. 
When the telephone message which placed him in command of all 
the rear-guards of the 5th Array Corps arrived from the division 
about 12.30 a.m., he summoned the commander of the 38th Inf. 
Begt., the senior of the two regimental commauders, and handed 
him over the 19th Inf. Ede. with the following instructions : — 

" I am placed in command of all the rear guards of the 5th Army 
Corps remaining on the Glonn, and am going to ride at once to 
divisional headquarters at Piflitz. You will take over command of the 
19th Inf. Bde. in my absence. 

" I am leaving the subordinate staff of the brigade at your disposal 
as well as my orderly officer, who is at the present moment at 
Giebing, where he is superintending the issue ' of supplies and 
ammunition. The supplies from the supply wagons are ready in 
Giebing to be taken over by the field kitchens, which have already 
gone there. The ammunition carts must also have been refilled by now. 
Instructions for their further movements have not yet been issued. 
It was intended, however, to issue orders for this to the orderly 
officer, who will report when the issues are completed. The br^ade 
is disposed as follows : — 

" In the front line, a composite battalion of the 37th Inf. B^t. 
under Major M. is opposite Petershausen; 2 coys. {11th and !2tn), 
3rd Bn., 37th Inf. Eflgt., are at Glonbercha and Weissling in touch 
with the 5th Dragoon Regiment, which holds the bridges over the 
Glonn from AUerehansen to Herschenhofen and has its main body 
at Hohenkammer. 

"As you know, 2 coys, of the 38th Inf. Regt, are between 
Petershausen and Asbach, the latter place being held by detachments 
of the 40th Inf. R^t. 

"Of the 37th Inf. Regt., the 3rd Bn. (only 2 coys, strong) ia 
bivouacked just east of KoUbsch on the road to Weissling, the 
composite battalion L. ia alongside at 200 metres interval. 
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" You know the disposition of the 3Sth Inf. Begt. The following 
order for the retirement of the division behind the Amper has just 
arrived. I have taken do action on it. You are connected \>j 
telephone with the divisional headquarters in Piflitz and the 10th F.Ä. 
Bde. in Kammerberg." 

When Maj.-GJen. P. had ridden off, CoL N., who was now in 
command of the brigade, had Maj, A., the commander of the 3rd Bn. 
38tb Inf. Begt., informed that he was to take over command of the 
38th Inf. Begt., and asked Col. C, the commander of the 37th Inf. 
Eegt. at KoUbach, to come to the brigade office. At 1.15 a.m. the 
final order for the retreat. Divisional order No, 1 for 24, XI., arrived. 
When this had been read, the following written order was sent to 
the 37th and 38th Inf. Begts., whose headquarters were billeted in 
Kollhaeh :— 

" All units are to be ready to march from their bivouacs at 
3.30 a.m. Medical personnel and material, which it is not essential 
to leave behind, will be called in." 

Instructions were added to the 37th Inf Eegt. that the companies 
at Weiasling and Glonbercha, with the exception of one section of the 
latter, which was to remain behind, were to be drawn in at once, 
and that the 5th Dragoons and M. Bn., 37th Inf. £egt., at Petershausen 
were to be informed. The two wagons of the 37th Inf. Eegt. were to 
remain at KoUbach, and be at the disposal of the commander of the 
rear guard. 

Shortly after this order was despatched, the orderly officer of the 
brigade, who had been sent to Giebing, reported by telephone as 
follows : — 

" The ammunition carts have been refilled and are drawn up ready 
north of Giebing in the hollow running north. Tlie supply wt^ns 
have been sent off with wounded from the hospital at Bettenbaoh, 
and their supplies have been collected in a large depot at Giebing, 
near a detaclwd house north of that place. The field kitchens have 
come in to fill up. I will remaiu at the telephone until 1 receive 
orders as to the disposal of the ammunition carts and field kitchens. 
CaU up Kammerberg, Hd. Qrs. 10th F.A. Bde." 

He received the following answer at once from Col. N.'s adjutant, 
who had meantime arrived at the brigade office : — 

" Col. N". is in command of the brigade ; you remain with the 
brigade staff. The division is retiring to-night in two columns behind 
the Amper, The 19th Inf. Bde. and field artillery march at 
4.0 a.m. from Kammerberg by Bachenhausen to Gross-Nobach, the 
20thInf.Bde.byEetteubach—Wiedeuhof— Biberbach— Oberndorf to 
a bridge which lias been thrown east of Oberudorf. 

" You will remain in charge of the ammunition carts and field 
kitchens, and will have them ready at Kammerbei^ at 3.45 a,ni., so 
that they can take their places in the column of the 19th Inf, Bde. 
wJiich is marching from Kollbach. The brigade will march through 
Kammerbeig as follows: — 

" At 4 a.m. 5 coys. 37th Inf. Eegt, 

"At 445 a,m. remainder of brigade in the following order: — 
, " 37th Inf, E^t. 38th Inf. Hegt. 

" One battalion and the machine gun company, 37th Inf. Eegt., 
remain in touch with the enemy. Major M. wiU issue instructions to 
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these vehicles, which will wait for orders at Kammerbei^. One 
anununition cart and one field kitchen should join each company, it 
is immaterial which carta join which eornpaniea. You must avoid 
crossing the 2ad AUeüun^, 20th F.A. Regt., m Kammerberg, 
Brigade headquarters, which you will rejoin as soon as poaaible after 
you have carried out these orders, will be at the northern exit of 
Kammerberg at 3 a.m." 

About 1.55 a.ra. the telephone message from ,- Maj.-Gren. M,, 
commanding the column, arrived. At the same time CoL C. reported 
himself at the brigade office. He received the following instructions 
from the brigade commander : — 

" Fresh bodies of hostile troops are believed to have reached Ilm- 
münster in the Ilm valley to-night. 

"The right wing of the enemy's main army, which is pressing 
hack oar Ist Army behind the laar, is moving ou Freiaing. Our 
army is retiring through and north of München, and its main bodies 
are marcMng off at 4 a.ni. The 5th Army üorps is covering the 
withdrawal of the army behind the Amper, on the line Weng — 
Ottershausen. The 10th Inf. Biv. is retiring to this position in 
2 columns as follows : — 

" 19th Inf. Bde. and F.A. Bde. march at 4 a-m. from Kammerberg 
by Bachenhausen to Crross-Nöbach ; 20th Inf. Bde. marches at 
3,30 a,m. from Eettenbach by Wiedenhof, Biberbaeh, Obemdorf to a 
bridge thrown east of the latter place. You will take over the 
command of the rear-guard of the 10th Inf. Div,, which remains on 
the Glonn. The following are placed under your orders : — 

"The composite battalion M. at Petershausen t<^ther with 

the machine gun company, 37th Inf. Kegt., and the tool 

carts of the 37th Inf. Eegt., which are at Kollbacb : 

1 bn., 40th Inf. Eegt. near Asbach and the 1st AUg., 

20th Fji. Eegt., which ia in position west of KoUbach, as 

well as 1 troop, 5th Dragoon Eegt., which has been ordered 

from Piflitz to Kollbach. Maj.-Gen. P., who has just 

ridden off to the divisional headquarters at Piflitz, takes 

over the command, at 4 a.m., of all the tear-guards of the 

5th Army Corps remaining on the Glonn." 

Meantime the acting br^ade major had prepared a brigade order, 

had it reduplicated on message forms and now laid it befoi-e his 

commander to sign. It ran as follows : — 

" Kollbach, 24. XI., 2.30 a.m. 
" We are retiring behind the Amper. 
" The division is falling back in two columns. 
" 19th Inf. Bde. and F.A. Bde. under Maj.-Gien. M., commanding 
F.A, Bde., by Bachenhausen on Öross-Nöbach. The 20th Inf. 
Bde. from Eettenbach, by Biberbaeh and Obemdorf, to a bridge 
which has been thrown east of the latter place. 

" M, Bn. with the machine gun company, 37th Inf. Eegt, 
1 bn., 40th Inf. Eegt. and the Ist Ahttf., 20th F.A. E^t., remain 
under CoL C. to form the rear-guard. 

" Eegiments will he ready to move off from their bivouacs at 3 a.tn. 
Fires will be stoked up and left buruing. Eegimental dressing 
stations will be closed. Wounded will be sent as far as possible to 
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Ecbiog, or will be handed on to the local authoritieB. Only such 
medical personnel and material as is essential will be left behind. 
" The brigade will move off as follows : — 

5 coya., 3'7th Inf. ftegt., which regiment will be under the 
command of Major L., will march to Kammerbei^ at 
3.15 a.m. The remainder of the brigade will follow at 
4 a.m. under the senior field officer in the following 
order : — 
37th Inf. Eegt., 38th Inf. Begt. 

Units will move off as quietly as possible. Words of command 
will be given in a low tone. Units will march in the fields 
alongside the road in the neighbourhood of Kammerberg. 
Waterbottles will be carried in the haversacks. Ammuni- 
tion carts and field kitchens will join the column at 
Kammerberg from Giebing. Units must not expect to 
receive their own vehicles. Col. K. commanding 38th Inf. 
Eegt., has taken over command of the brigade. Brigade 
headquarters will be at the northern esit of Kammerberg 
on the KoUbach road at 3 a.m. 
" Representatives for orders will come to that point. 
N., 
" Col. in command of the Bde." 
As soon as this order was issued, Col. N. mounted, directed brigade 
headquarters to move off, and rode away in the direction of 
Kammerberg. He arrived there shortly before 3 a.m. and met the 
orderly officer of the brigade who was waiting at the northern exit of 
Kammerbei^ ; the latter reported as follows : — 

"The ammunition carts and field kitchens have been refilled. 
The former are parked close by, to the west of the road, the leading 
vehicle being close to the exit of the vill^e where we now are. The 
tield kitchens are on the Giebing — Kammerberg road with their poles 
towards Kammerberg, the head of the column is about 50 metres 
from Kammerberg. The vehicles allotted to the composite battalion 
M., the machine gun company and the company of the 38th Inf. 
Eegt, at Lauterbach are back at Giebing." 

The orderly officer was told to see the vehicles take their places in 
the column and then to rejoin the brigade headquarters. He was to 
«end off the wagons for the company at Lauterbach before the head 
of column M passed through Kammerbei^. 

The brigade commander met Maj.-Gen. M. the commander of 
the column, about 3.50 a.m., was present at the interview between 
the latter and the divisional commander and then waited for his 
brigade to come up. About 3.45 a.m. the 5 companies, 37th Int. Eegt., 
under Major C, were approaching Kammerberg. Major C. had been 
present when orders were issued in Kammerberg, and had previously 
collected his company commanders and given them the following 
verbal order : — 

" Kammerberg, 24. XI., 3.45 a,m. 

" The 10th Inf. Div. is retiring in two columns behind the Amper. 

The 19th Inf. Bde. and the 19th KA. Bde. by the Kammerberg— 

Bachenhausen — Farenzhausen road : the 20tU Inf. Bde. moving west 

of us by Biherbach and Oberndorf to a bric^ which has been thrown 
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west of Oberndorf. The rear guards remain on the Glonn, Wo. 10 
Company, 38th Inf. Eegt., is at Lauterbach behind the 5th Dragoon 
Eegt., which ia holding the section of the Glonn below Petershausen. 
Maj.-Gen. M., in command of the 10th F.A.. Bde., is in command of 
our column. 

" My battalion (leas No. 9 Company) forms the advanced guard. 
G Coy. will form the vanguard and will move at a distance of 
600 metres in front of the main guard. I will halt the battalion till 
this distance has been gained. Further instructions for the march, 
after the bridge at Unter-Bruck has been reached, will be iaaued 
later." 

On reaching Kammerbei^ the battalion commander gave the 
signal to halt, and directed Q Coy. to march on. He then gave his 
company commanders the following information as to the situation :- 

"The 2nd AUeüung, 20th F.A. Eegt., which is here in 
Kammerbeig, will follow us. When the battalion moves on. No. 9 
Company will halt until the 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Regt., haa 
marched off, and will then take its place in the column behind it. 
The 19th F.A. Eegt. will join the column, in rear of No. 9 Coy., at 
Bachenhausen. Our brigade forma the rear of the column." 

When the ammunition carts and field kitchens had taken their 
places in the column, the battalion resumed its march. The 
vehicles belonging to G Coy., which had not been able to join it, 
marched with the main body of the battalion. No. 9 Coy. waited until 
the 2nd Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt., had moved off. 

While these events were taking place at Kammerberg the brigade 
commander had ridden towards Kollbach to join his brigade, and 
met it about 4.30 a.ni. half-way between Kammerbei^ and KoUbach. 
He sent for the commanders of regiments and battalions to come to 
the head of the brigade and issued the followii^ verbal inatructions 
as the column was approaching Kammerbcrg : — 

" We are juat marching through Kammerberg and form the 
easternmost column of the 10th Inf. Div., which is moving, under 
Maj.-Gen. M., commander of the F.A. Bde., by Bachenhausen and 
Unter-Bruck to the country east of the Amper. 

'* The 10th Inf. Div. will take up a position at and south of Weng, 
on the right flank of the 5th Army Corps, in order to cover the 
retirement of the army through and north of München against hostile 
troops which are believed to be at Ilmmiinater in the Ilm valley. On 
our right, to the west, the 20th Inf. Bde. ia moving from Eettenbach, 
by Biberbach and Obemdorf, to a bridge which has been thrown east 
of Oberndorf. Parta of the 37th and 40th Inf. Eegts. remain behind 
in touch with the enemy. The 5th Drt^oon Eegt. is on the Glonn 
at Petersbausen and below it, 1 coy. of the 38th Inf. Regt, is support- 
ing it at Lanterbach. 

" The order of march of our column is as follows : — 

" Composite battalion 0. is in front, and furnishes the advanced 
guard, then come the 2nd Äbteüung, 20th F.A. E^t., 1 coy,, 37th Inf. 
Regt,, and the 19th F-A, Regt. We form the rear of the column. The 
38th Inf. Eegt. will leave one company at 600 metres distance to form 
the rear-guard. Bde. Hd. Qrs. wiU be at the head of the brigade." 
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Instkuctions i3Sd£D DJ 38th Inf. Kbgt. 

We will now turn to the 38th Inf. Eegt. 

The 38th Inf. Kegt. had been withdrawn from the front during the 
evening of 23. XI., and had been assembled behind hill 496, west of 
KoUbach, Nob. 1 and 9 Coys, were in the front line, and covered the 
front between composite battalion M. of the 37th Inf. Kegt. on the 
right and the detachments of the 40th Inf. Eegt. in Asbach on the 
left. No. 1 Coy. held the ground between FetershauBeu and the 
railway bridge, No. 9 Coy. was close to the railway brieve. 

The regiment was bivouacked in the re-entrant which runs east and 
wBBt, south of hill 496. The Ist Bn. (3 coys.) and the machine gun 
company were on the right near the south-west corner of Kollbach, 
the 2nd Bn. was 300 metres further to the left, and the 3rd Bn. was 
still further to the left, on the small brook which rises a little to the 
south-west of the highest point of hill 496. The headquarters of the 
regiment were billeted in the western part of Kollbach. 

The lat Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt., was about 100 metres north of 
the bivouac of the 38th Inf. Begt. along the lane between Kollbach 
and Asbach, with its wagons close behind it. 

Batjons had been issued ready cooked from the field kitchens 
Coffee had then been prepared and had been issued to the men 
part of it being used to fill the water-bottles. The field kitchen 
had then joined those of the 37th Inf. Regt., moving from Eetten- 
baeh to Giebing, in order to fill up again from the supplies which 
had been placed ready there. Shortly after midnight the regimental 
commander had been summoned to brigade headquarters and had 
been placed in command of the brigade. Maj. A., commander of the 
3rd Battalion, took over command of the regiment, the senior 
captain taking over command of the 3rd Battalion. 

The greater part of the medical personnel of the 38th Inf. Begt. 
was at work at |the general dressing station of the brigade at 
Kollbach. The work was under the direction of the senior medical 
officer, 38th Inf. Begt., who was also the senior medical ofhcer of the 
brigaile. Shortly after 2 a.m. the instructions issued at brigade head- 
quarters at 2 a.m, were received at regimental headquarters. Maj. A., 
commander of the regiment, then gave the following instruction to 
his adjutant : — 

" Take one of our orderlies with you and ride to the dressing 
station of the brigade at Kollbach. Tell the senior medical officer of 
the regiment, who is there, that in view of the impending retreat he 
is to leave only such personnel and material as ate absolutely 
essential at the dressing station, and to send the remainder at once 
to the regiment. Wounded may be sent by Gross-Nöbach to £ching 
as far as transport is available, the remainder will be handed over to 
the local authorities. After that, ride to the commander of the 
battalion opposite Petershausen and inform him that I am with- 
drawing the 1st and 9th Coys,, 38th Inf. Bogt., from the front line, 
and ask him to take over the post at the railway bridge. 

" Then go to the officer in command of those two companies, and 
direct him to withdraw at once from the front line. The post 
holding the railway bridge is not to be withdrawn until it has been 
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relieved by a detachment of the 37th Inf. Begt. Take care that the 
companies do not retire through the Ist Abteilung, 20th F.A. 
K^t., but that they go round its left flank. 

" After informing the officer in command ot the detachments of 
the 40th Inf. Begt. at Aabach of the situation, come back to the 
regiment where 1 shall be. I shall march at 4 a.m. through 
KoUbach to Kammerbei^." 

Let us now accompany Lt. D,, the adjutant, on his journey. 

He found the senior medical officer of the regiment hard at work 
at the dressing station which had been established close to the 
church. Wounded men were continually being brought in by the 
search parties and the stretcher bearers, though the number had 
diminished after dark. The whole of the medical personnel of both 
regiments was employed ; that which had accompanied the units 
during the battle had joined for duty at the dressing station, as soon 
as the troops had gone into bivouac. The temporary dressing 
station of the 37th Inf. Eegt. at Hfickhof had been closed after dark, 
and its personnel and material were being used at KoUbach. 

The senior medical officer of the 38th Inf. Regt, was engi^ed at 
the receiving station, the senior medical officer of the 39th Inf. Eegt, 
at the dressing station, and the senior medical officer of the 
37th Inf. Kegt. was in charge of those whose wounds had already 
been dressed in the village of Eollbach. The latter officer had the 
whole of the personnel and material of the 37th Inf. B^t. at his 
disposal. Some of the wounded were in the houses on beds, which 
had been hurriedly collected, some were lying ou straw in the church 
and in the adjoining bams. Owing to the deficiency of transport^ 
few wounded had been sent off either to Eching or to the chief 
dressing statioii. Some 25 wounded had been placed, about 
midnight, on the supply wagons of M. Bn., 37th Inf. Eegt,, which 
were passing through Eollbach, and had been sent off to Eching. 
No more vehicles were available. 

In addition to the medical personnel, three civilian surgeons from 
the neighbourhood were engaged in looking after the wounded. When 
the senior medical officer of the 38th Inf. Begt., who was in chai^ 
of the br%ade dressing station, received tbroi^h Lt. D. the order 
from his regimental commander to retire, he replied that he was 
working under the brigade commander, but that br^ade headquarters 
had apparently forgotten to send him orders. He said that he would, 
therefore, carry out the instructions of the regimental commander. 
Thereupon Lt D. gave him detailed information as to the situation, 
and told him in particular that the retreat was general, and that the 
19th Inf. Bde. would move off at 4 a.m., M. Battalion alone 
I'cmaining opposite Petershausen. Brigade orders stated that only 
such matenal and personnel as were absolutely essential should 
remain behind, and that even these were, as far as possible, to fall 
back with the rear-guards. Lt. D. then rode off towards Höckhof. 

Instructions issued by the Senior Medical Officer, 38th Inf. 
Begt., at Kollbach. 

The clergyman of the villt^ was also at work at the dressing 
station, in order that he might give the dying, who had been 
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i apart in a large barn near the church, the comfort of their 



Senior Medical Officer C. addressed him as follows at 2.30 a.Bi. : — 

" The division is marching off. I am only able to leave such 
personnel as is absolutely essential behind, and I mnst band over all 
the wounded who are lying bei« to the care of the local authorities. 
As I am unable to look for the mayor, I request you to give every 
assistance to the medical officers who remain behind, and to get the 
inhabitants to assist in the care of the wounded. Thorough search 
must be made again at daylight over the whole of the surrounding 
district as far as the Glonn. The dressing station will remain open with 
reduced personnel. The personnel which remains behind is under the 
protection of the Greneva Convention." 

The order was then passed by means of stretcher bearers 
inhabitants, etc., that all the medical personnel in Rollhach, with the 
exception of those men who were absolutely indispei^able at the 
receiving and dressing sections, should assemble in front of Kollbach 
church. 

Senior Medical Officer C. then handed over the work at the 
receiving section to the staff surgeon of the 38th Inf. Eegt., who was 
assisting him, and went to the dressing section, where he gave the 
following order to the senior medical officer of the 39th Inf. Begt 
who was at work there : — 

" The division is retiring by Bachenhaueen and Grtös-Nöbach, and 
by Biberbach and Oberndorf, behind the Amper. 

" Our brigade is marching off from KoUbach at 4 a.m., rear-^uai-ds 
being left on the Glonn at Petershausen. 

" The dressing station at KoUbach will remain l<ebind with 
reduced personnel and will be under your orders. I am leaving 
Staff Sui^eou M., of the 38th Inf. Eegt., in chaige of the dressing 
section, and 3 medical officers besides. I am also leaviog some of the 
stretcher bearers and medical personnel. I am sending off the 
remainder to join their units. I have requested the local clergyman 
to give assistance. Wounded are to be handed over to the local 
authorities. You will retire with the rear-gnard if it is in any way 
possible. In any case send off as much personnel as possible with it. 
1 am leaving two infantry ambulances at your disposal. 

" J am returning to my regiment as soon as I have issued the 
necessary orders." 

About 3 a.m. Senior Medical Officer C. found the personnel of the 
37th, 38th and 39th Inf. Eegts. assembled in front of the church ; 
they had been drawn up by the senior medical officer by regiments. 

The strengths were aa follows : — , 

37th Inf. Eegt.— 
4 medical officers, 10 medical under-officers, 24 stretcher bearers, 

10 bandsmen. 
38th Inf. Eegt.~ 
3 medical officers, 4 medical under-officers, 8 stretcher bearers, 

20 bandsmen. 
39th Inf. Eegt.— 

3 medical officers, 6 medical under-officers, 12 stretcher bearers, 
15 t 
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) remoluder of the medical persounel was either engf^ed in 
looking for wounded or employed in the receiving and 



Senior Medical Officer C was given the following verbal order at 
3.15 a.m. : — 

" The division is moving off. The 19th Inf. Bde. is moving from 
KoUbach by Kammerbei^ and Fahrenzhausen to a position behind 
the Amper, The medical personnel here will join its units. 

" The personnel of the 37th Inf. Eegt., under the senior medical 
officer, will join the regiment which is bivouacked just east of Kolihach. 
If the raiment has already marched o£F it will follow it down the 
road to Kammerberg, 

" Staff Surgeon A. of the 38th Inf. Eegt. will take charge of the 
personnel and material of the 38th and 39th Inf. Kegts. and move 
them to the western exit of Kolihach, where they will await me. 
Infantry ambulances will accompany the personnel of their 
regiments. One ambulance from the 37th Inf. E^t. and one from 
the 38th will he left at the disposal of the senior medical officer of 
the 39th Inf. Eegt., who will take chaise of the dressing station 
which remains here." 

Senior Medical Officer C. then returned to the senior medical 
officer of the 39th Inf. Eegt., and informed him that half the 
personnel was marching off, and impressed upon him that he was 
to bring back as much of the remaining personnel as possible with 
the rear guard. 

I[e then went to the western exit of KoUbach and gave the 
following order to the personnel of the 39th Inf. Eegt., which was 
still waiting, after he had learnt from the lat Bn,, 38th Inf. Eegt., 
that the 20th Inf. Bde. had marched off from Eettenhach at 
3.30 a.m. ;— 

" Pei-sonnel of the 39th Inf. Eegt. will join the 1st Bn., 38th Inf. 
Eegt., during the retreat and will be for the present under my 
orders. I will send it to join the 39th Inf. Eegt. when we have 
crossed the Amper, as soon as the position of that regiment is 
known. Senior Surgeon M. will ride t»ek by Eettenbach and seek 
out the 39th Inf. Eegt. He will wait for me at Gross-Nobach, 
and report where the personnel of the 39th Inf. Eegt. is to be 
sent." 

The adjutant of the 38th Inf. Eegt. had meanwhile ridden on. 
At Höckhof he met Major M. of the 39th Inf. Eegt., who was in 
command of the composite battalion at that place. Major M. had 
withdrawn A and B Companies during the n^ht, while C and D 
Companies were covering the front on either side of Petershausen 
bridge, and were in close touch with the enemy's outposts, which 
were holding the outskirts of Petershausen. Glonbei-cha was still 
held by one section of the 11th Coy., 37th Inf. Eegt. Just as Lieut. 
D. was reporting himself. Colonel C, the commander of the rear 
guard of the 10th Inf. Div., arrived. When Major M, had informed 
the latter of the position of his battalion, Colonel C. gave the 
following verbal order to Major M. about 2.30 a.m. : — 

"The division is marching in tivo columns by Fahrenzhausen and 
Obemdorf across the Amper where it will take up a position near 
Weng on the right flank of the fith Army Corps in order to cover the 
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retreat of the army, irhieh is retiring behind the laar through and 
north of München. Fresh bodies of hostile troops are believed to 
have reached Ilmmiinster in the Ilm valley to-night. The r^ht 
wing of the enemy's main army, which is pressing back our let 
Army, ia advancing on Freising. Your battalion, tha machine gun 
company of the 37th Inf. Regt., 1 battalion, 40th Inf. Regt., near 
Asbach, the Ist Abtg., 20th F.A. Eegt., on the hill behind us west of 
KoUbacb, are remaining behind under my orders. The whole of the 
rear guards of the 5th Army Corps are under the command of Major- 
General P. Hold the line of the Glonn weakly, from the point down 
the river, where you connect with the 5th Dragoon Regt., which is 
remaining in its foi-mer position, as far as the railway bridge 
(inclusive). The railway bridge must be occupied when the com- 
panies of the 38th Inf. E^t. at that place retire. Send one com- 
pany to KoUbach to be at my disposal. Troops must be withdrawn 
■ from the front line as quietly as possible. You must endeavour to 
deceive the enemy as to this withdrawal by increased patrolHng and 
activity of the outposts remaining in the front line. If the enemy 
attacks you must be ready to meet him at the bridges. You must 
defend the lower slopes of the hills on the Glonn at Höckhof, and 
prepare fresh trenches for that purpose before daylight. You may 
use the reserve company, which has been ordered to Kollbach, until 
6 a.m. for this work. I have ordered the tool wagons of the 37th 
Inf. Kegt. to Höckhof, they are at your disposal. I will ask the 5th 
Dr^oons for explosives. You will prepare the bridges which are in 
our possession for demolition, but will not destroy them without 
orders from me. 

" The field kitchens and ammunition carts which have been refilled 
are at Kammerberg at your disposal. Bo not fetch them up until 
the 19th Inf. Bde. has passed through Kammerberg. Extend the 
infantry telephone line to Kollbach. I am now going to ride to 
Asbach, and will afterwards fix my headquarters at Kollbach." 

Colonel C. then turned to his adjutant and dictated to him the 
following message to the 5th Dragoons : — 

" Rear-guard 10th Inf. Div. Höckhof 24. XI., 2.45 a.m. 
'* To 5th Dragoon Begt. Herschenhofen. 

"The division is moving in two columns from Kollbach by 
Kammerberg and Gross-Nobach behind the Amper. The eastern- 
most column starts at 4 a.m 2 battalions and 1 F.A. Abteilung 
remain on the Glonn, under my orders, to form the rear-guard. My 
right flank (one section) is at Glonbercha. I intend to make a 
temporary stand at the bridges, if the enemy advances, and to hold 
the lower slopes of the hills on the Glonn obstinately. Please send 
sufficient explosives to Höckhof near Kollbach to destroy the three 
bridges. I shall be at Kollbach, where there is signal communi- 
cation with Glonbercha. It is desirable to get signalling communi- 
cation with you. Please repeat important reports to me. 

Colonel, 
" Commanding rear-guard, 10th Inf. Div." 

This message was handed to a cyclist of M. Battalion, who was 
directed to take it by Glonbercha to the commander of the 6th 
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Dragoons at Hersehenhoten. He was to be escorted by two other 
oyolists. 

I will deal with the order issued to M. Battalion later (see 
page 182). 

We will now go to the two companies, 38th Inf. Kegt, which had 
heen covering the front on the line Peterehansen — Aebach, and were, 
in particular, chatted with holding the railway bridge. 



■CouBSK OF Events in the 1st and 9th Covs., 38th Inf. Eegt. 

These companies were not in close touch with the enemy. 
Patrols did not come in contact with the enemy's outposts, which 
seemed to he in no great strength, until they reached the 
Wasenhof — Petershausen road- Ziegelbei^ and the email wood south 
of that place were apparently held in greater strength. As the night 
was fairly bright, it was possible to identify strong bodies of troops 
resting in the re-entrant between the small wood and Ziegelberg. 

One section of No. 1 Coy. was finding the piquets between 
Petershausen and the railway bridge, and watched the line of the 
Glonn. The sentries were connected by a number of visiting patrols 
which were constantly on the move. The remainder of the company 
was some 500 metres behind the centre of this line, behind a large 
«lump of low bushes, the dark outline of which was only visible 
at a short distance in the surrounding darkness. 

One section, No. 9 Coy., was pushed forward on to the railway 
bridge ; the bridge was blocked by an overturned cart which formed a 
barricade. The barricade was permanently occupied, and the side of 
it nearest to the enemy could he swept by fire from the near bank of 
the Glonn, Two sections at the disposal of the senior company 
officer, who was in command of both companies, were on the railway 
'embankment, about 500 metres from the bridge. 

The adjutant of the 38th Inf. Eegt. arrived, about 2.45 a.m., with 
the order for the two companies to withdraw. He said at the same 
time that the railway bridge was not to be evacuated until the 
arrival of the relieving detachment of the 37th Inf. Eegt., which was 
on its way from Hockhof. The commander of the two companies 
then rode off to No. 1 Coy., the commander of which he found with the 
mainbody of his company at the clump of bushes mentioned above. 
He gave him the following order in a low tone : — 

" The companies of the 38th Inf. Eegt. are to withdraw from the 
■front line and rejoin the regiment, which is behind that hill on which 
the artillery is in action. Withdraw your section, which is on the 
river, as quietly as possible, and fall back with your company on the 
9th Coy. at the railway embankment. Orders are to be given as 
■quietly as possible, and all noise is to be avoided. The post at the 
Tailway bridge is to remain there at present. I am going there." 

1st Lieutenant T., in command of No. 1 Coy., began to assemble 
his company at once. The sentries posted by the company were 
drawn in, and the men put on their packs. The following written 
order was sent to the section extended along the Glonn: — 

" No. 1 Section will withdraw as quietly as possible to the position 
•of the company. All sentries and patrols will be called in." 
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The meD of this section had rejoined the company about 3.30 a.m. 
The company had meanwhile piled arms and formed column of squads. 
As soon as the section commander had reported his section present, 
the company moved ofif on a signal from its commander. Water- 
bottlea had been placed in the haversacks, rifles were slung, and the 
men held their bayonets and entrenching toole in their left hands to 
prevent them rattling. The company joined No, 9 Coy. about 
3.45 a.m. The latter company was formed up ready to march off in 
column of squads. The commander of No. 9 Coy. had not yet 
returned. A lieutenant was in command of the two sections. 

No. 1 Coy. had unslung arms and the men had just lain or sat 
down on a aigual from the company commander, when heavy rifle fire 
was suddenly heard from the direction of the railway bridge. The 
flashes of the rifles were seen clearly. It appeared from the direction 
of the flashes that the section holding the bridge was firing at an 
enemy who did not return the fire. After a few momenta the firing 
increased to a well sustained rapid fire, and then suddenly ceased almost 
entirely. A few single shots fired from the near bank of the Glonn 
and at a greater distance from the railway bridge were heard after 
a short interval, then everything was quiet. These events passed i» 
a much shorter time than it has taken to narrate them. 

1st Lieutenant T., the senior ofBcer pi'eaent, was quite sure that 
the enemy had succeeded in capturing the bridge. He also had no 
doubt but that he must retake the bridge if it was iu the enemy's 
hands. He at once sent two good scouts of his company down both 
sides of the embankment to find out what had happened. He told 
them he would follow along the embankment with the two companies. 
He then ordered the companies to rise, load, and fix bayonets, and 
summoned the section comnmnders. 

He issued them the following order rapidly in a whisper : — 

" Both companies are under my orders. I intend to advance on 
the railway bridge which must be recaptured. No. 9 Coy. will 
advance on the bridge on the right of the embankment. No. 1 Coy., 
less No. 3 Section, on the left of the embankment. Each company 
will have one section in line with its inner flank on the embankment, 
and one section in Echelon on the outer flank, at 50 metres interval 
and distance, in column of half-sections. Both companies will keep 
level with me. I will move along the railway embankment. I will 
s^nal my position with my pocket lantern. No, 3 Section will 
follow me down the embankment at 100 metres distance. When 
I signal a number of flashes in succession, the whole will charge. 
The enemy must be assaulted. No cheering; no firing; only the 
bayonet will be used. Companies will move to their places at once, 
I will signal the advance. No words of command will be given." 

1st Lieutenant T. mounted the railway embankment and took his 
electric lamp in his hand. As soon as he saw that the two companies 
were level with him on either side, he gave the signal for the 
advance, and moved forward with twD under-officers along the 
railway embankment. Shortly afterwards one of the scouts returned 
and reported as follows : — 

" The bridge is in the enemy's hands, our piquet at the bridge baa 
been surprised. The enemy has a firing line in a semi-circle round 
the bridge and about 50 metres from it. Entrenching is goii^; on at 
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the bridge, the noise can be clearly heard. There appeare to be a 
formed body of the enemy on the bank. I was not able to find out 
anything about the commander of No. 9 Coy. or of the officer in 
command of the piquet 

" It is about 300 metres £rom here to the enemy's firing line." 

At this moment the Hashes of some rifles were eeen, fii-st half 
ry;ht and then half left The scout added in a whisper, " They are 
firii^ on our patrols which are lying down there." Then all was 
quiet again. 

The companies had meanwhile advanced silently some 300 metres 
from their first position. A hedge which came right down to the 
embankment was then discernible about 50 metres in front of 
1st Lieutenant T. Men were heard whispering, and one of the 
under-oificers who was with the company commander, said in a low 
tone, " There are men lying down at that bush there." The gleam of 
a torch showed the position of the bridge dimly in the background. 
The companies moved on for a short distance, when a wild uncon- 
trolled fire suddenly broke out in front of them. The noise of the 
firii^ was deafening. An under-officer fell close by the company 
commander and rolled down the embankment. 

1st Lieutenant T. thereupon gave the agreed signals, and 
the companies, which were wavering at the moment, charged forward. 
For a brief period the enemy's fire made many gaps in the ranks, 
but the semi-circle of the enemy's firing line was then broken 
through at the point where it met the embankment. Ist Lieu- 
tenant T. allowed No. 3 Section, which was moving on the 
embankment a short distance behind him, to overtake him, and then 
charged towards the bridge at its head. Some of the enemy, who 
were engaged in removing the barricades, had barely time to stand to 
arms. They were overwhelmed, and the men of No. 3 Section 
occupied the barricade just in time to bring an annihilating fire to 
bear upon hostile reinforcements which were hurrying forward in 
close order. Farts of the two companies had meanwhile pushed 
down to the Glonn close to the bridge, and had closed when they saw 
the bridge in the hands of No. 3^ Section, No. 1 Coy. Other parts 
of these companies were still engaged with the remnants of the 
enemy's firing line which they had surprised. Shortly afterwards 
prisoners, about equal to one section in numbers, were brought in. 
The enemy appeared to have had about one company in action. By 
4.30 a.m. all was over. The firing died out, only a few shots beii^ 
occasionally heard in the distance towards Fetershausen from patrols 
which came into sudden coUision with parties of the enemy which 
had been cut off. 

About 4.45 a.m. Lieutenant A. of the 37th Inf. B^. arrived at 
the bridge, and reported that he had been sent from M. Bn., 
37th Inf. Begt., to relieve the companies of the 38th Inf. Kegt at 
the railway bridge. 

Though the bridge had been recaptured, and only small parties 
of the enemy remained on the near bank of the Glonn, the struggle 
at the bridge had shown that the enemy opposite to the two companies 
of the 38th Inf. Itegt. was becoming more active. The far bank of 
the Glonn appeared at this time to be everywhere occupied by the 
enemy ; the patrols, who waded through the Glean at the various 



VI b, Google 



176 

«hallow places, were captured bj the enemy and did not come 
Ifflck. 

let lieutenant T. believed the Bituation to be as follows at 
4.45 a.m. : — 

No. 3 section of No. 1 Coy. held the barricade on the bridge, 
the remainder of the company was west of the railway embankment 
close to the Gloon. No. 1 section of No. 9 Ooy. was assembled 
just east of the embaukment lu reserve, while No. 2 Section had 
drawn off about 200 metres to the east after some of the enemy who 
had retired in that direction, and was lying down facing north close 
to the Glonn. A half -section of the enemy which had been surprised 
in this part of the field, had been driven into one of the bends which 
the Glonn makes here, some being killed and the remainder taken 
prisoners. 

Lieutenant A.'s section, which had juat arrived, was drawn up 
dose to No, 1 section of No. 9 Coy. There were no signs of the 
commander of No, 9 Coy. nor of the commander of the section of that 
company, which had originally held the railway bridge. A number 
of wounded were lying in the neighbourhood of the bridge, and 
groans heard some way off showed tlutt it would be necessary to seek 
further afield for the victims of the hand to hand struggle. 

1st Lieutenant T. had very little information as to the orders 
which had arrived from the 88th Inf. Eegt. He had, however, the 
impression that it was essential to hold the railway bridge, and he 
therefore determined, as the relieving detachment under Oeutenant 
A, did not appear to be strong enough, not to march off in the altered 
circumstances, but to continue to hold the bridge on his own 
responsibility. He therefore gave Lieutenant A. the following 
verbal instructions at 4.30 a,m, (sic)* : — 

"You will hold the bridge itself with your section, and will 
relieve No. 3 Section of No, 1 Coy. which is at the barricade. You 
are under my orders. At the same time you will patrol the Glonn 
downstream towards Petei-shausen and upstream towards Asbacb, 
where are portions of the 40th Inf. Eegt. The Glonn is fairly deep 
towards Fetershausen and is only passable at crossii^. The river 
is shallow at a point some 300 metres downstream wliere No. 2 
section of No, 9 Coy. is now lying. This point will be held by a 
post from No, 9 Coy. Serjt. P. of No. 1 Coy., who knows the Glonn 
well, will remain here. 

" No. 9 Coy, will be about 200 metres behind you on the embank- 
ment, and will support you in holding the bridge. I am taking 
No. 1 Coy. back to the track between Höckhof and Asbach, where it 
will form my reserve. It will be about half-way between the two 
places. I shall be there. Find out the nearest way to No. 1 Coy, at 
once and mark it out. No. 3 Section of the company will be sent 
back to me when you do not any longer require it." 

1st Lieutenant T. then turned to the senior N.C.O. of No, 9 Coy., 
who had taken over the command, as the last officer of the company 
had fallen in the attack on the bridge, and said : — 

" You will remain in command of No, 9 Coy, and will take it 
about 200 metres back along the embankment. You will remain 

* Thia time and those in the account of the remainder of this incident 
appear to be about 20 minutea too earlj. — G, S. 
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there in support of the detachment holdii^ the bridge and will give 
it every aeeistance. Search the area between the embankment and 
Asbach with strong patrols for parties of the enemy, who have been 
cut o£f, and for wounded. Prisoners will be sent to No, I Coy. on 
the Höckhof — Asbach lane, wounded to the dressing station of the 
40th Inf. Regt, in Asbach. 

" Leave a strong poet at the ford where your 2nd section now is." 

While No. 9 Coy. vraa preparing to march off, let Lieutenant T. 
gave the followir^ order to Nos. 1 and 2 Sections, No. 1 Coy. : — 

" No. 3 Section and the section of the 37th Inf. Regt, which has 
just come up are remaining at the bridge and on the Glonn. No. 9 
Coy. forms the support tor the detachment at the bridge and will be 
200 metres back on the embankment. No. 1 Coy. will be in reserve 
and will march to the lane between Röckhof and Asbach, where it 
will take up a position about half-way between those two places. 
Serjt. P. will fall out and remain with Lieutenant A at the btidge. 
The medical under-oflScer of the company, with the stretcher bearers 
and 8 men of No. 1 Section, will search the ground east of the embank- 
ment for wounded and will take them to the dressit^ station of the 
40th Inf. Regt, at Asbach. Serjt. R. and 10 men of No. 2 Section 
will search the same area for any of the enemy who have been cut 
off, and will take them to the company. No. 1 Section will 
escort the prisoners and move off at once. No. 2 Section will 
follow." 

When No. 1 Section had taken over the prisoners, 1st Lieutenant 
T. placed himself at the head of the company and led it to the 
Höckhof-Asbach lane, halting near a lai^e clump of bushes about 
half-wfty between the two places, and piling arms. 

He then called up a man who wrote a good hand and dictated to 
him the following message to the 38th Begt. : — 

" 1st Coy., 38th Inf. R^t Between Höckhof and Asbach. 

" Ist Lieut. T. 24. XL, 4.45 {m) &.m. 

" To the 38th Inf. E^t. 

" As Captain M. of the 9th Coy, is missing, I have taken over 
command of the 1st and 9th Coys., 38th Inf. Regt. I am unable to 
carry out the retirement ordered, as the enemy opposite me on the 
Glonn is in strength. The railway bridge, which was temporarily 
seized by the enemy, haa been retaken. I have placed myseÜ under 
the orders of the commander of the rear-guard of the 10th Ini Div. 
until I receive orders to the contrary from the regiment. Orders 
should be Bent to the Höckhof — Asbach lane. 

T., 
1st Lieutenant." 

This message was handed to the under-officer in charge of the 
prisoners with the following order : — 

"Take the prisoners to the bivouac of the regiment behind 
this hill. If the r^ment has already marched off, follow it towards 
Kammerberg. Take 10 men of No. 1 Section with you. You can 
march off as soon as the prisoners have been disarmed. You will 
give this mess^e personally to the commander of the 38th Inf. 

A second messf^ was then dictated to the commander of Üie 
rear-guard : — 



"let and 9th Coys., 38th Iiif. Eegt. Between Hoekhof and 
Asbaoh. 

24. XI., 4.45 a.m. {nc% 
" To the comraander of the 10th luf. Div, at Kollbach, 
*' The enemy captured the bridge about 4,30 a,m, ; tbe Ist aud 9th 
Coys, of the 38th Inf. Eegt. have recaptured it. The activity of the 
enemy in front of me has prevented me from withdrawing. I am 
holding the line Peterahauaen (exchisive) — railway bridge (inclusive), 
as originally ordered, and have placed myself under the commander 
of the rear-guard 10th Inf. Div. I request that the 38th Inf. Eegt. 
may be informed if my action ia approved. 

T., 
Ist Lieutenant." 

This measage waa given to a corporal of No. 1 Coy. with two men 
as escort. He was told to go down the lane to Hoekhof, to deliver 
the message to the composite battalion M., and to ask that it 
should be read, and forwarded to the commander of the rear-guard. 

Three selected corporals each with two men were then called out 
and given the following instructions : — 

"Corporal A. will go with No. 1 patrol to the bridge at 
Petershausen, thence along tbe Glonn to the railway bridge and 
return. He will watch the far bank of the river, and will report at 
once any attempt of the enemy to cross. Corporal B. will reconnoitre 
and mark out the nearest way to the railway bridge. He vpill then 
remain with Lieutenant A. at the bridge for orderly duties. 

" Corporal C. will perform the same duties with the commander of 
No. 1* (sic) Company at the railway embankment." 

One under-oSieer and 4 men were directed to go to Hoekhof and 
to prepare coffee, either in one of the houses, or by borrowing one of 
the field kitchens of the battalion of the 37th Inf. Eegt. at that 
place. The coffee was to be sent as soon as possible to the company. 
The coffee required was taken from the iron ration. Similar measures 
were taken in No. 9 Coy. About 5 a.m., just as No. 1 Coy. was 
ei^aged in pushing out listening patrols towards the G-lonn and 
posting a sentry over the arms. Colonel C. arrived from the direction of 
hill 49ß and met 1st Lieutenant T. When the latter had reported 
what had happened. Colonel C. gave the following orders : — 

" The two companies 38th Inf. Eegt. will be under your orders. I 
will take the responsibility for ordering them to remain on the Glonn 
and prevent the enemy from advancing between Petershauaen and 
the railway bridge. This line must be held at all costs. You will 
form Detachment T. under my orders, and will be attached to the rear 
guard of the 10th Inf. Div. l«ave weak posts on the Glonn at daybreak 
and take up a position for your main line of defence farther back. You 
should be able to bring effective fire to bear from your position on the 
Glonn and the railway bridge. The 19th Inf. Bde. has retired by 
Kammerbei^ and Fahrenzhausen behind the Amper, and the parts 
of the 5th Army Coi-ps which were on our left are in full retreat. 
Tliere has been no change in the situation in M, Battalion on the 
right, or in that of the detachments of the 40th Inf. E^t. at Asbach, 

* No. 9 Company is apparentl; meant. — G. S. 
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The Ist Abteilwng, 20th F.Ä. "Regt., is in action hehiad yon on Mil 
496. I am going to KoUbach by Höckhuf. Glet signallinj^ communi- 
cation with Hocfehof, and send a representative to KoUbach for 
ordera." 

Action of akd Obdees issued by Colosel C, Commanding 
Rear Guabd, 10th Inf. Division. 

It may perhaps be interesting at this point to look back and see 
what Colonel C. did after he left Höokhof at 3 a.m. 

He first went to the 1st Abteilung, 20th F.A. Eegt., on hill 
496. Thence he had the following view of the surrounding 
country : — 

The ground in front of the detachment fell in a glacis-like slope 
to the Glonn valley, in which the mist, which had veiled everything 
the previous evening, had more or less dispersed. The valley was 
roG(^izable as a dark hollow from which a number of black-looking 
bushes and single trees rose more or less clearly. The river itself was 
not clearly visible, though a bright stretch of water showed up here 
and there, and the burning houses of Petersbausen were reflected at 
points in the dark pools and st^nant ponds, which lay at intervals 
along the course of the river, The eonfla^ation at Petershausen, 
above which rose the church tower, wrapped in flame, resembled a 
huge burning torch, and lit up the whole of the ground round that 
estenaive village. At this point the part of the Glonn, which winds 
round the outskirts of the village, was clearly visible, and the bridge 
lying between the opposing forces, but occupied by neither, was also 
lit up. Parts of the hills rising behind Petershausen were brightly 
illuminated, so that it was possible to recognize the movements of 
troops, particularly in the area north-west of the railway station as 
far as the large woods. The station buildings, which had not been 
damaged by the fire, rose conspicuously, and were clearly recognizable 
from the red reflections of the fires in the windows. The far hank 
of the Glonn west of Petershausen and about 500 metres from that 
place, was shrouded in darkness. Here and there a few lights which 
belonged to Ziegelberg gleamed through the night above the smoking, 
smouldering ruins of Wasenhof, from which tongues of flame 
occasionally shot up. Two hours previously it had been possible to 
recognize the edge of the woods south of Zeigelberg in the light of 
the burning houses of Wasenhof, but now darkness once more hid 
the whole ne^hbourhood. The l^ht which glimmered over the 
latter woods appeared to belong to Lindach, and a bright glare 
from behind the wood led to the supposition that hostile detachments 
were bivouacking there. The Ist Abteilwng, 20th F.A. Eegt., had 
occasionally directed its fire on that point during the night without 
much result. The conflagration at Asbach had also nearly died out, 
though the glow still lit up the valley of the Glonn for a few hundred 
metres, so that portions of the river and of the adjoining meadow 
land were visible. Beyond Asbach nothing could be distinguished. 
A house was burning in the extreme distance, but it was not possible 
to decide on which bank of the Glonn it was. To the rear, that is, 
south of hill 496, the re-entrant running down from that hitl was 
bright with a number of small and large bivouac fires. Here was 
<B 760) M^2 
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the 38th Inf. Eegt, with the 37th Inf. Kegt. closer to Kollbach. 
Though the 38th Inf. Eegt. was about to march off and the bivouac 
shelters had been struck, the men were still engaged in feeding the 
fires. All the batteries of the Ist Abteilung, 20th FA. Begt., the 
commander of which had taken up his position at the eastern exit 
of Kollbach, were in line at full interval. The Ist and 2nd Batteries 
faced generally towards the line Peterehausen — Zi^elberg, the 3rd 
Battery was Echeloned slightly back on the left, facing the small 
wood south of Zi^lbetg. During the night one battery was held 
in readiness in turn, while the men of the remaining batteries rested 
after the guns had been entrenched. The fire action had been limited 
to shelling Peterahausen, where hostile troops had been observed 
moving to and fro, and to firing at the places where the enemy was 
assumed to be bivouacked. The commander of the AUeüung had 
not, on the whole, expected much from this night firing, and therefore 
had economized the ammunition. His wi^ons had been refilled and 
had returned at 3 a,m., but the light ammunition columns were still 
absent. An observer connected with the AbteUung by telephone 
was on the western church tower of Kollbacb, and a second was on 
the spur running down towards Asbach. 

Colonel C had met the commander of the AbteUun^ shortly 
after 3 a.m. and given him the available information as to the 
situation and the retreat of the division. He also informed him that 
the Abteilung formed part of the rear-guard and concluded with 
the following order : — 

" You wUl be ready to open fire, at daylight, at all targets on the 
far bank of the Glonu between Petershausen and Aufhausen. It is 
specially important to keep the bridges and fords under fire so as to 
make it as difficult as possible for the enemy to cross the river. The 
Abteilung must get the infantry, which is still on the Glonn, to 
mark the position of the fords: 

" As the infantry will be withdrawn slightly back from the river 
at daybreak, it will be in no danger from the artillery fire directed 
on the bridges. The section which is still holding the railway bridge 
will also fall back at daybreak. It is intended to destroy the bridges, 
but the posBibility of doing this depends upon whether the 5th 
Dragoons can supply the necessary explosive& The AUeUimg 
must cover the section of the Glonn between Petershausen and the 
railway bridge without assistance, as the companies of the 38th Inf. 
Begt. m that section have been ordered to fall back. 

" I am now going to Asbach and then to Kollbach, where I shall 
remain. You will eventually reconnoitre artillery positions, when it 
is light, from which you can effectually assist the retirement of the 
rear-gimrd, which ia intended to fall back by Kammerbei^ and 
Bachenhausen on Gross- Nobach." 

Colonel C. then rode off. He met the commander of the 3rd Bn., 
40th Inf. B^t, which was charged with holding Asbach, at the 
ganger's cottage, 600 metres south-west of Asbach. 

The latter made him the following report at 3.45 a.m. : — " I have 
been in and around Asbach since yesterday forenoon. My command 
has suffered heavily from the hard fighting of yesterday. My 
battalion is now formed in three companies. One company is on 
the outskirts of Asbach facing the Glonn, with outposts extending 

Digitized by-VjOOölC 



181 

from the railway IIds (exolusive) to Asbach (inclusive). Half s com- 
pany is watching the Glonn above ÄBbach as far as the right of the 
Ist Bes. Inf. Bda, which is about half-way between Asbach and 
Jedenhofen. The remaining IJ companies are assembled here. 
Yesterday afternoon I beat off a determined attack, and the enemy 
has remained throughout the night opposite to and in close touch 
with me, but has attempted nothing serious. Since midnight 
his patrols appear to have become more active. My field kitchens 
have not come up, and the men had no food till the evening. After 
dark I allowed a portion of the iron ration to be issued, and I have 
had coffee prepared from it. I have not been in communication with 
my legimental headquarters since midnight. My ammunition carts, 
which were to have filled up at Kettenbach and were expected 
yesterday afternoon, have not yet arrived. After collecting all 
available ammunition my companies have about 30 rounds per man. 
Ammunition in urgently needed. I have a dressing station at 
Asbach. I have been able to send off most of the wounded yesterday 
afternoon to the chief dressing station. A considerable number 
mote, however, have come in during the night ; these are billeted in 
Asbach, but are not properly cared for." 

Thereupon Colonel C. gave him the following verbal order at 
4 a.m. : — 

"The division is retiring, the 19th Inf. Bde. and the field 
artillery by the Kammerberg — Fahrenzhausen road, the 20th Inf. 
Bde. by Biberbach and Oberndorf on a bridge, which has been 
thrown south of Gross-Nobach. 

" In order to cover the retirement of the army, which has already 
begun, through and to the north of München, the 5th Army Corps 
will take up a fresh position behind the Amper, on the line 
Weng — Ottershausen, against both the enemy opposite us on the 
Glonn, and fresh forces which are reported to be moving up the 
Ilm valley through limmiinster. The right wing of the enemy's 
main army, which is advancing on the Isar, is believed to be moving 
by Freiaiiig. 

" I have taken over command of the rearguard of the 10th Inf. 
Div. It is composed of the composite battalion of the 37th Inf. 
Eegt., opposite Petershausen, of the 1st Abteilung, 20th F.A. Regt., 
which is on the hill rising in the direction of Kollbach, and of your 
battalion. 

" The two companies of the 38th Inf. Regt., which are between 
the battalion and you, have been ordered to withdraw and should 
have fallen back by this." 

A short burst of heavy firing interrupted the speaker at this 
moment. In reply to the question, " What can that be ? " the com- 
mander of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Regt., replied that it must be 
another attempt by the enemy to take the railway bridge, attempts 
having been made several times during the night, all of which, 
however, had l>een repulsed. He said he would at once reconnoitre 
in that direction. While the adjutant of the battalion was ari'anging 
for the despatch of a patrol towards the railway bridge, Colonel C. 
continued his order as follows : — " I intend to leave the infantry on 
the Glonn till daybreak. The following is the allotment of sections 
for protective duties : — M. Battalion, the line Petershausen to the 
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railway bridge inclusive ; you will extend the left through Asbach 
as far as the Ist Bes. Inf. Bda 

" You must hold the outskirts of Asbach in any circumstances. 
Turn your right back to the railway embaukment at daybreak, as the 
37th Inf. Eegt. will then evacuate the railway bridge and will fall 
back to a position on the hills on this bank of the Olonn. 

" Send your wounded, as far ea transport is available, by 
Bettenbach, Kammerberg and Gross-NÖbaeh to Eching ; it this is 
impossible, hand them to the local authorities with such personnel 
as is absolutely indispeuBable. 

" Establish telephonic communication with Kollbach; I shall be 
there. 

" I will send you ammunition if possible." 

Colonel C. then rode back along the lane to KoUbach. When he 
reached the position of the 1st Aiteilung, 20th F.A. Begt,, he was 
informed by the commander that a severe strudle had apparently 
taken place at the bridge. Heavy firing liad not only been heard, 
but flashes from a number of rifles had been seen. The companies of 
the 38th Inf. Eegt. in that neighbourhood had apparently not 
marched o£f. Colonel C. thereupon rode off rapidly towards the 
position of these two companies. He met 1st Lieutenant T. at 5 a.m., 
and gave him the order described on p. 178, He returned to Kollbach 
at 5.25 a.m. and remained thera 



Action of thb Commander of Composite Battalion M. from 
2.30 a.m. onwards. 

Major M, had received Colonel C.'s verbal order, given on p. 171, 
at 2.30 a.m. He at once sent for the commanders of A and B 
Companies, which were close by in Höckhof, and gave them the 
following verbal order : — " The army is evacuating its position on the 
Glonn and is retiring behind the Isar. The 5th Army Corps is 
moving to a position behind the Amper on the line Weng-Ottershausen 
to cover the retreat of the army, both against the enemy on the 
G-lonn, and against hostile forces which, according to reliable 
information, have reached Ilmmiinster in the Ilm valley. Possible 
action by the enemy's right wing, which is advancing on the Isar, 
must also be taken into account. 

"The 10th Inf. Div. is marching at 4 a.m. to the Amper, the 
19th Inf. Bde. and the field artillery by Fahrenzhausen, the 20th 
Inf. Bde. by Biberbach and Obemdorf on a bridge, which has been 
thrown east of the latter place. We, together with Ist Bn., 40th 
Inf. Bes., at Asbach and the Abteilung of the 20th F.A. Eegt. which 
is in position behind ua, remain as rear-^uard under Colonel C. 

"The 5th Dragoon Eegt. extends our right at Herschenhofen, 
while the rear-guard of the 1st Ee& Inf. Bde. is on the left of the 40th 
Inf. Eegt. 

" The two companies in position on the line Petershausen-Asbach 
have been ordered to fall back. 

" The section allotted to the battalion for protection extends from 
Glonbercha to the railway bridge south of Petershausen (inclnsive). 

" A Company will send one section at once to the railway bridge 
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ta relieve the post of the 38th Inf. ^egt. This section will hold the 
railway bridge, and patrol down the G-lonn as far as the single oak 
tree, about half-way between PetershauBen and the railway bridge, 
where the section allotted to C Company begins. 

" The bridge will be evacuated at daybreak, and a position 
occupied in rear from which effective fire can be brought to bear 
upon the bridge. 

" After daybreak I intend to make the foot of the hills on this 
bank of the Crlonn my main position and will draw the companies 
slightly back from the Glonn for that purpose. 

" B Company will move at once to the small wood, the outline 
of which you see half right, beyond the road, and will entrench itself 
along the edge facing the Glonn. The left flank must be able to fire on 
the bridge ; extent of front 250 metres. 

"A Company will entrench a position, west of the road from here 
to Petershausen, with its right on the road at the point where the 
lane from Glonbercha joins it. Extent of front from west to east 
about 200 metres. 

" "Work ia to be begun as soon as possible ; reports as to the 
progress made will be sent to me at 6 a.m. Half the tools in the 
tool carts are allotted to each company. Capt. A. will see to the 
issue. 

" Telephone stations will be established in the trenches of A and 
B Companies and at Hockhof. 

" Battalion headquarters will be at Höckhof." 

While the companies started upon the tasks allotted to them, 
Major M. turned toLt. R, who was in charge of the telephone detach- 
ment attached to the battalion, and gave him the following 
instructions ; — 

" Establish stations with A. and B Companies and at Höckhof, and 
then arrange for connection with the headquarters of the commander 
of the rear guard at Kollbach." 

The adjutant of the battalion was directed to ride to Kammerberg, 
to look for the field kitchens and ammunition carts of the battalion, 
and to bring them to tiie battalion after the 19th Inf. Bde, had 
marched through Kammerberg towards K oil bach. 

After the battalion adjutant had ridden off, the commander went 
to the telephone, which was at a haystack close by, and called up , 
the advanced station, near Petershausen Bridge. He asked the 
commanders of C and D Companies to come to the telephone, and 
gave them similar information as to the situation to that given above. 
3&e then continued — 

" Your companies will continue to watch the Glonn during the night 
in the sections already allotted. The section allotted to D Company 
will be extended on the left, about half-way between Petershausen and 
the railway bridge south of that place, ns the companies of the 38th Inf. 
Eegt. now in that section have been ordered to withdraw. One 
section of A Company has marched off towards the railway bridge ; 
it will watch the Glonn as far as the left of D Company. 

" Towards daybreak only weak piquets will be left on the Glonn, 
You will then fall back with your main bodies on to a position at the 
foot of the hills, which is now being entrenched. 

" A trench will be prepared for C Company at the north-western 
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edge of the small wood between Glonbercha and the Höckhof- 
Petershauflen road. 

" A Company is entrenching a position for D Company, with its 
right at the junction of the lane from Glonbercha with this road. 

" Get connection with the companies which ate entrenching at 
once ; reconnoitre the positions and mark out the ways to them. 

" Telephone stations will be in the trenches and at Höckhof ; the 
advanced station will be given up. Battalion headquarters will be at 
Höckhof." 

I am unable to give the orders issued in the various companies 
on these instructions, as it is a question of choosing positions, which 
can only be fixed on the ground. 

We will now return to Kollbach to Col. C, 



Action of, and Ikstructioss issued by, the Reab-Guabd 
Commander from 5 a-m. onwaeds. 

On his return from his ride round the positions of the units 
under his command. Col. C. found his adjutant in one of the houses 
of the main street of the village. The house was marked by a 
lantern, on one side of which red paper had been pgsted. The 
necessary maps had been spread out in a room on the ground floor, 
and writing materials and message forms, etc., had been placed ready. 
Col. C. found the positions of the units composing the rear-guard 
marked on the map. 

The adjutant reported as follows ; — 

" I have taken 3 cyclists and some orderlies from the composite 
battalion M., and 3 orderlies from the troop attached to the rear-guard. 
They are ready in the next room. The telephone station of the 37th 
Inf. Eegt. (M. Bn.) is also close by. An orderly is stationed there 
permanently. 

" Two mounted orderlies have been sent off, one to M. Bn. and one 
to the battalion of the 40th Inf. Itegt. in Asbach. The troop of 
uavalry has stabled its horses in Kollbach, but is ready to move off 
at any moment. Its commander is with his men. 

" I have placed the machine gim company of the 37th Inf. Eegt., 
which asked for orders, in readiness just south of Kollbach, by the 
single poplar, which you will remember is there, sir. 

" The 37th and 38th Inf. Eegts have marched off. The rear of 
the 37th Inf. Eegt. passed through the viU^e at 4.30 a.m. They 
were moving on Kammerberg. 

" The telephone to Esterhofen station was working till 3 a.m. 
General P. has spoken to me and directed that cyclist relays should 
be established at once, through Rettenbaeh to Esterhofen ; I asked for 
and received the nocessary cyclist« from M. Battalion. The first relay 
post is at the door. 

" Shortly after 3 a.m. the telephone was reeled up, beginning from 
the rear." 

An uuder-officer of the 5th Dragoon E^. arrived at 5.30 a.m. 
and reported as follows : 

" I have been sent here by the commander of the 5th Dragoon 
Eegt., who is at Hohenkammer, to deliver explosives. My men are 
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halted in front of the house and have 10 charges with them. I ain 
also to deliver this meBsage." 

The message ran as follows : — 

" 5th Drag. Regt. " Hohenkammer, 24, XI., 

3.45 a.m. 
■" To the rear-guard, 10th Inf. Div., 

" The main hody of the 5th Dragoons is at Hohenkammer, with 
posts at Allershausen, Englbausen and Miihldorf. All bridges in the 
above area are occupied ; only that at Hohenkammer is prepared for 
demolition. 

" The enemy opposite the regiment has been very active thiiDughout 
the night. Fi'esh bodies of hostile troops have been met at Ober- 
Wohlbach and Mittenkammer, An attack on the bridge at Hohen- 
kammer at midnight has been repulsed. 

" !No more charges than those sent can be spared. A signalling 
party ie at Miihldorf, and ia trying to commmiicate with Eollbach. 

" Beg to be informed when the rear-^uard retiree. Am at the 
brickworks (Zgl.), 1,000 metres south of Hohenkammer on the road 
to Pelka. 

X., 

" Col. Comg. 5th Drag. Eegt." 

At the same time a cyclist from the line of relays handed in the 
following written order from General P. : — 

" Major-GJeneral P. " Esterhofen Station, 24. XI., 

4.45 a.m. 
J' To the rear-guard 10th Inf. Div. at Kollbach. 

"The rear-guard of the 10th Inf. Div. will prevent the enemy 
opposite it on the Glonn from crossing the river on the line Glon- 
bercba — I'etershausen—Asbach (all inclusive) as long as possible, and 
will also prevent the occupation of the bridges at Petersbausen, of 
the railway bridge and of the crossing at Asbach. These bridges 
should be destroyed. 

" It will bold the foot of the hills on the near bank of the Glonn 
against hostile attack, and if pressed will fall back on the line 
KoUbach — hill 496. This line will not be evacuated without orders 
from me. 

" Get communication with the 5th Dragoon Regt and with the Ist 
Res. Inf. Bde. at and west of Jedenhofen. 

" Ammunition is at Eiedenzhofen. Report whether and when the 
ammunition carts arrive. 

" 1 remain at Esterhofen : hourly reports to be sent there after 
6 a.m. 

P., 

" Major-General." 

When Col. C. had read this report, he instructed his adjutant to 
prepare a message to the 5th Dragoons, giving briefly the disposition 
of the rear-guard. The message was then to be given to the uuder- 
ofBcer of the regiment, who was still waiting. 

The message was still being prepared, when the rattle of vehicles 
passing along the street was heard. 

The field kitchens and refilled ammunition carts of M, Battalion 
were passing through the village, in charge of the ai^utaut of the 
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battalion. The latter was summoned to Col. C. and given the 
following verbal order : — 

"The field kitchens and two ammunition carts remain at the 
disposal of the battalion ; I will take two ammunition carts for the 
battalion of the 40th Inf. Eegt, which is at Asbach." 

" Ammunition carta will be emptied at once and sent back to 
Kollbach, where they will receive further orders as to refilling from 
me. 

"You will take these charges with you ; 4 are for M. Battalion, 
which will prepare Petershauaen bridge for demolition ; 6 are to be 
sent at once to the two companies of the 38th Inf. Kegt, which are 
still on the Hockhof — Asbach lane, with orders to prepare the 
railway bridge for demolition. 

" I will give the orders for the demolition of the bridges." 

The two last ammunition carts were then sent off to the 3rd Bn., 
40th Inf. Eegt., with orders that they were to be emptied at once and 
sent back to KoUbach. 

By this time it was 6 a.m. Dawn began to break. 

About 7.0 a.m. when it was getting light, the commander of the 
rear-guard, who had placed himself at the western exit of Kollbach, 
hud the following view of the situation : — 

Immediately in front of his position, and west of the main road 
to Petershausen, which ran down like a white ribbon, the broad 
northern slope of hill 496 fell gently into the Glonn valley. The 
level slope was only once broken by a steep drop of about 10 feet, at 
the point where it joined the valley, the width of which between 
tlie foot of the hills and the Glonn varied from 400 to 1,000 . 
metres. 

The river wound along in a number of pronounced bends from 
south -south-west to nortli-north-east, with thick clumps of grass and 
pools of stagnant water, which glistened in the morning sun, along its 
banks. In the valley itself, which was composed for the most part of 
dry cultivated laud, were a number of single trees and olumps of 
bushes, distributed equally on both banks. From the position of the 
rear-guard commander the whole valley was, except in one or two 
places, in full view as far as the foot of the hills on the opposite 
bank. 

To the right, i.e., beyond the KoUbach — Petershausen road, the 
view was limited, more especially by the hills east and north of 
KoUbach and by the tongue-shaped wood, which jutted out northwards 
east of Hockhof. 

Past the left of this wood the valley east of Petershausen was 
visible, but it was difficult to see clearly, partly owing to the rising 
sun, partly because of the mist in the valley. The small village of 
Goppertahausen, close against the hills on the river banlj, was 
recognizable, and beyond it the outline of the woods north of 
Mitterkammer could be seen. The part of the railway line near 
Ober-Marbach was particularly prominent, and the point of the 
church spire of this pleasant little village, which nestled in the slope 
half-way up the hill, could be distinguished. 

In the foreground, on the far side of the valley at Hockhof, where 
it is some 1,000 metres wide, lay Petershausen. It was still burning. 
The church tower had faUen in the early hours of the morning and 
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between the church and the Glonn there was nothing but ruins, over 
which rose a thick cloud of dark yellow smoke, through which bright 
tongues of flames burst at iat«rvalB. 

A light east wiod drove this cloud of smoke like a curtain in front 
of the hills at Ziegelbei^ and Sollem, and it was only when a strong 
puff of wind made an occasional gap that a peep was obtainable of 
the broad slopes and big features of the hills in this part of the field, 
which was crowned by the woods north-west of Peterehausen, the 
single farm at SoUern and the small hamlet of Ziegelberg. 

The white road, running along the far bank of the Glonn from 
Petershausen to Wasenhof between an avenue of trees, was very 
noticeable amid the green and brown of the surrounding cultivation, 
Wasenhof, which formerly consisted of a small group of three build- 
ings, had been destroyed. The smoke which rose from it mingled 
with the cloud of smoke from Petershausen or floated away in light 
lines towards Ebersbach. 

A chapel, that of Ijndach, was visible above the firs of the small 
wood west of Wasenhof, which appeared bright green in the morning 
light 

The valley of the Glonn north-west of Asbach and Aabach itself 
were concealed by the convex slope of hill 496. The green church 
tower of Asbach, which formed a landmark to the country round, 
alone was to be seen. 

Infantry fire had broken out again some time ago — as soon as it 
began to grow light. Firing lines, under good cover, were recogniz- 
able on the far bank of the Glonn at Petershausen, and at the railway 
bridge. They were firing at the covering detachments, wliich had 
now fallen back somewhat from the Glonn. 

Permission had been given at 6 a.m. to blow up the bridges, when 
a favourable opportunity should arrive, but up to the present they 
had not been destroyed. 

D Company was clearly visible in the valley straight below, in 
the trenches which had been dug west of the Petershausen road. 
The company occupied the whole of these trenches. Of C Company, 
which was deployed in the small wood east of Höckhof, only a signal 
station was to be seen. This station was opposite Höckhof in an 
angle of the edge of the wood. 

There did not appear to he any piquets left on the Glonn, but a 
few infantrymen were seen taking cover behind a fold in the ground 
near Petershausen bridge, apparently the men intended to fire the 
charges. Rifle fire could also be heard from the north-east. 

Shortly after 7 a.m. the Ist AUg., 20th F.A. Eegt., opened 
fire with all ita batteries on the ground near Petershausen station, 
where strong bodies of hostile troops were observed drawn up. This 
fire was soon answered by hostile artillery from a well-concealed 
position between Sollern and Ziegelberg, the batteries of the 1st 
Ahtg., 20th F, A. Regt., which were entrenched and provided with 
shields, suffered little from this fire and remained in action against 
Petershanaen, except the third battery on the left fiank, which 
returned the fire of the enemy's artillery. The target of the first 
battery was a firing line deployed on the outskirts or Petershausen, 
the second battery directed its fire upon the neighbourhood of the 
railway station, where bodies of the enemy's troops appeared from 
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time to time and seemed to be constantly changing their poeitiona 
owing to the artillery fire. 

B Company, which bad been withdrawn when the entrenchments 
were completed, and the machine gun company of the 37th Inf. Regt, 
were juat south of Kollbach at the disposal of the commander of the 
rear guard. Behind were the field kitchens of M. Battalion, which 
had been sent back after coffee had been prepared and issued. 
Shortly after 6 a.m., the ammunition carts had returned to Kollbach 
and had been sent off to Eiedenzhofen to refill. They had been 
directed to move by Biberbach and Viehbaeh to Bachenhausen after 
refilling, and to wait for orders at the latter place. A cyclist officer 
of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Kegt., had been placed in charge of 
them. 

About 7.15 a.m. after C and D Companies had opened fire from 
their trenches i^ainst the enemy lying along the Gloun, a short burst 
of rapid fire was observed near the railway bridge and then a loud 
report was heard. As the smoke cleared away, the rear-guard com- 
mander saw through his glasses that the bridge had been blown up. 
Two of the girders were lying in the water and the broken end of 
the railway lines were sticking up in the air. 

The destruction of the wooden bridge at Petershausen was less 
suecesefui. Before the railway bridge was blown up, the two 
infantrymen detailed to fire the charges had been seen to creep 
forward under cover of the ditch and of the trees alongside the road. 
An explosion followed by a cloud of smoke bad also been observed, 
but when the smoke cleared away, the bridge was seen to be little 
damf^d. There was a slight depression in the roadway. 

As Col. C. attached great importance to preventing the enemy 
from crossing this bridge in strength, he issued the following verbal 
order to the tommander of the machine gun company, who was with 
him, as soon as he was sure that the bridge had not been 
destroyed : — 

7.20 a.m. 

" The enemy must be prevented frem crossing Fetershausen 
' bridge in force, 

"C Company is on the right at the small wood, which you see 
near Höckhof, I) Company is in the trenches in the valley straight 
below us, both companies are firing towards the Glonn, 

" The machine gun company will take up a position near Höckhof 
to fire on the bridge. 

" If I withdraw the advanced companies later on, the machine 
gun company, which I place under Major M., will assist their 
retirement. 

"Be as quick as possible." 

Major M. was informed by telephone of the orders issued to the 
machine gun company. 

The adjutant was still at the telephone sending this message 
when the following order from General P. arrived by the relay 
line : — 

"Major-General P. Esterhofen Station, 24, XI., 6.45 a.m. 

" To the rear-guard of the 10th Inf. Div., Kollbach. 
" The 5th Army Corps will be behind the Amper at 8 a.m. 
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" Kear-guards will fall back as foUowe : — 

" That of the 10th Inf. Div., at 8 a.m., by Kollbach— Bachen- 
bausen — Grose-Nöbach. 

"That of the let Ees. Inf. Bde., at 8.30 a.m., by Vierkirohea — 
Biberbach — Oberndorf — to the temporary bridge. 

"That of the 9th Inf. Div., by Eohnnoos — Ampermoehiag — 
OtterBhausen. 

"The 5th Dr^c>on Regt, will move at 8 a.m. from Hohen- 
kammer by Pelka on Thurnabei^. 

" The enemy is to be delayed if he presBCS his attack, but decisive 
action is to be avoided. 

" I am leaving Esterhofen at 7 a.m. and going by Bettenbach 
to Kammerberg, whence I will accompany the rear-guard of the 
10th Inf. Div. 

F., 
Major-General." 

The following was known as to the situation at and above 
Petershausen at this time : — 

The two companies of the 38th Inf. B^t (Detachment T) had 
evacuated their position on the Glonn at 7 a,m., shorUy before the 
railway bridge was blown up, and withdrawn to the Hockhof — 
Asbach lane, behind which trenches had been prepared during the 
night The railway bridge was within effective rifle range of this 
position. The right flank of this detachment waa about half-way 
between Hockhof and Asbach, about 250 metres from the left wing 
of D Company, which was strongly posted somewhat further to the 
front. » 

Both companies were firing slowly at small parties of the enemy, 
which had come down to the Glonn after the bridge had been blown 
up. 

A small party was pushed slightly forward to the railway 
embankment, where it completely commanded the bridge from behind 
a fold in the ground, which afforded sufficient cover. 

Beyond the embankment near the first bouses of Asbach was a 

Eost connecting with the garrison of that place, wliich was beii^ 
eavily bombarded, since it had grown light, by hostile artillery in 
position near Aufhausen. The garrison was also engaged with hostile 
infantry, which had come down to the Glonn in strength under cover 
of darknesa. At 7 a.m. the enemy had not yet succeeded in gaining 
Asbach bridge, but it had not been possible to destroy it. Ammuni- 
tion was beginning to run short here, in spite of the two ammunition 
cart« which had been sent up by Col. C. 

The machine gun company had taken up a covered position at 
7.30 ajn. east of Hockhof The positions of the guna could hardly 
be discerned even from^ the place where the rear guard commander 
was standing. At 7.45 a.ni. the enemy began to msh forward in 
thick masses to seize the bri<^e, and the machine guns thereupon 
opened a continuous fire. The enemy's losses appeared to be heavy. 
Numbers of men were seen to fall, a few reached the far bank and 
at once took cover, but the mass wavered and turned, despite the 
efforts of the officers to stop them, and took to flight, only stopping 
when they reached cover amid the first buildings of Feterahausen. 
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A renewed attempt to crosB the bridge shortly afterwards was equally 
unsuccesafuL 

When this was going on, the rear-guard commander briefly 
reviewed the situation as follows : — 

" The retreat is to begin at 8 a.m. and is to be carried out without 
committing the rear -guard to a decisive eng^ement until it has 
rejoined the 10th Inf. Div. in its position behind the Amper. It 
therefore seems necessary to begin the retirement at once, leaving 
sutßcient troops on the line of the Glonn. The whole must not, 
therefore, be withdrawn at the same time, 

" C Company, in the small wood north-east of Höckhof, and the 
two companies of Detachment T, appear to be least threatened. 
These can be withdrawn quietly ; the withdrawal of C Company will, 
thanks to the wood behind it, probably be unobserved by the enemy. 
The garrison of Glonbercha, D Company, which is nearest to the 
Petershausen bridge, the machine gun company and the portions of 
3rd Bn., 40th Inf. R^., holding Asbach, must remain. C* Company 
(sic), the machine gun company and the artillery Abteilung must be 
the last to move off. The latter must remain on hill 496, until the 
machine gun company and C* Company (eic) have begun to withdraw. 

" Units withdrawn from the front line must form up in column of 
route on the Kammerberg — Fahtenzhansen road. M. Battalion 
should move by KoUbach, and Detachment T and the 3rd Bn., 
40th Inf. Regt., by Piflitz." 

On these grounds the following orders were issued at 7.45 a.m. 

1. By telephone to Major M, in Hockhof : — 

" The rear-guard will retire, and march by Kammerberg and 
Fahrenzhausen to the positioa of the 10th Inf. Div. behind the 
Amper. 

"Withdraw C Company and move it, together with your 
reserves, by KoUbach to the KoUbach — Kammerberg road, where you 
will receive further orders. My adjutant has been sent there to 
marshal the column. 

" D Company and the machine gnu company will hold ofif the 
enemy and retire under orders from me. Detachment T has been 
ordered to move off at once. The artillery will cover your retirement 
as long as possible. 

*' 1 remain at KoUbach." 

2. By written mess^e to 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Regt. 

" KoUbach, 24. XI, 7.50 a.m. 

"The rear-guard will) retire, moving by the Eammerbei^ — 
Fahrenzhausen road. 

" Part of M. BattaUon and Detachment T will move off at once ; 
the reserves of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Regt., are movii^ by Piflitz on 
Kammerberg ; the front line holds Asbach until I order it to 
withdraw. TTie artiUery will cover the retreat. I remain at 
KoUbach. 

3. By signal message to Detachment T. 

"Detachment T will move under cover to Piflitz. Orders will be 
sent to that place." 

4. By signal message to the 5th Dragoon Regt, at Glonbercha. 

* J) Company is apparentlj' meant. — G. S. 
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" Bear-guard 10th Inf. Div, withdraws from Glonn at 8 a.m. 
Line of retreat Kammerberg — TJuter-Bruck." 

After issuiag the last order the rear-^ard commaDder gave his 
adjutant the following inatruetions :— 

" Ride back to B Company behind £ollbach, and move it off, in 
rear of the field kitchens of M. Battalion and the tool carts of the 
37th Inf. E^t., in the direction of Kammerberg. Halt the company 
just short of Kammerberg, and form all detachments falKng back ki 
the Kollbach — K^nmerbei^ road in column of route. The column will 
retire by Bachenhausen and Fahrenzhausen as soon as C Company 
of M. Battalion and the two companies of the 38th Inf. E^t. have 
come in. The column will be under the senior officer. 

" Eeport to me when it has moved off; I will then order the front 
line to withdraw. As you pass, send the under-ofBcer in charge of 
the relay line to me." 

The commander of the troop of cavalry, who was present, 
received orders to keep his troop ready to move ofi' and to place 4 
orderlies for the rear-guard commander at the western exit of 
Kollbach. 

When this was done. Col. C. turned to him again and said, " Take 
a message form and write " : — 
" Kear-guard, 10th Inf. Div. KoUbach, 

24. XL, 8 a.m. 
To the 10th Inf. Div. by Gross-Nobach. 

" ' The rear-guard is retiring at 8 a.m. under orders from General P. 
by Kammerberg and Eahreuzhausen. The enemy on the Glonn is in 
close touch with my front line. The railway bridge south of 
PetershauBen has been destroyed. The 5th Dragoon Eegt. was still 
in possession of the bridge at Hohenkammer at 7 a.m.' 

" Qive this message to one of your men and tell him to take it to 
the headquarters of the 10th Inf. Div., going by way of Gross-Nöbach. 
Pace : trot and walk," 



Insteuctions issued IB M. Battalion afteb 7.45 a.m. 

We win now turn to M. Battalion. C Company of M. Battalion 
was, as has been mentioned, entrenched at the edge of the wood, 
north-east of Höekhof, and was engaged with hostile firing lines, 
which had come down to the Glonn, east of Petershausen ; the section 
in (Jlonbercha, which was in signalling communication, was eng^ed 
with hostile patrols which had crossed the Glonn by the ford at 
Goppe rtshausen . 

D Company was entrenched in front of Höekhof, west of the 
road, and was engt^ed with skirmishers, who had taken cover in the 
bushes on the Glonn near Petershausen. No further attempts were 
made to cross the bridge after the previous efforts of the enemy had 
been defeated by the machine gun company. The machine gun 
company, which was in a well covered position in a hollow north- 
east of Höekhof, was not firing. Its commander was within shouting 
distance of Höekhof where Major M. still was. 

A Company lay hidden in a fold in the ground about 200 metres 
behind the machine gun company. The company was in reserve and 
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its commander was with the battalion commander at Hockhof. 
Kollbach was connected by telephone with Hockhof on the one side, 
and with C and D Companies on the other. S^nal communicatloQ 
was also established with the two companies in the front line. At 
8 a.m. Major M. addressed the commander of H Company as 
follows ; — 

" The rearguard is retiring. Withdraw your company, as far as 
possible under cover, by Kollbach to the Kollbach — Kammerbei^ 
road. Ton will receive orders there from the adjutant of the 
commander of the rear-guard. 

" C Company, which I am sending back at once, will follow yon. 
The remainder of the battalion and the machine gun company will 
cover the retirement. I am remaining here. You, as the senior 
company commander will be in chaise of the portions of the battalion 
which are moving off. Take the 1st line transport of the battalion 
and the tool carts of the 37th Inf. Eegt. with yon. 

He then said to the commander of the machine gun company, who 
had been fetched : — 

" Your company is under my orders. 

" The rearguard is retiring by Kammerberg and Fahrenzhausen 
behind the Amper, where the division has already arrived. 

" A Company, which is in reserve behind you, C Company, which 
is at that small wood on the right front, and the companies of the 
38th Inf. ^agb. on our left, some men of which you can see lying 
down over there on the left, near that single bnshonthe ABbachkne, 
are retiring first. 

" D Company, which is in front of us, and the machine gun company, 
will cover the retreat. You will prevent the enemy from crossing 
Petershausen bridge and the portion of the Glonu east of it, so far as 
you cau see the latter from your position. You must watch the small 
wood on your ri^ht, which C Company will very shortly evacuate. 
You will not move from your position without orders from me," 

The following signal message was sent to C Company at 8 a,m., 
as telephonic communication was interrupted : — 

" The company will retire at once under cover by Kollbach to the 
Kammerberg road. Orders will be sent there. The section at 
Glonbercha will remain." 

Shortly afterwards Major M. went to the telephone, called up 
Captain D., and gave him the following information as to the 
situation : — 

"The rear-guard is retiring by Kammerbei^ and Unter-Bruck, 
behind the Amper, C Company and the companies of the 38th Inf, 
Begt. on your left, have been ordered to withdraw. Your company 
and the machine gun company remain under my orders, and, with 
the assistance of the artillery, cover the withdrawal of the remainder 
of the battalion. 

" The machine gun company is bringing fire to bear upon the bridge 
and the Glonn east of it. You must prevent the enemy crossing the 
river above the bridge. You will not withdraw without orders from 
me, and will then retire straight on Kollbach. Keel up the telephone 
line. Establish signal communication. The signal BB from Hockhof 
will mean retire. £ remain at Höokhof." 
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Instructions issued in C Company. 

When C Company received the signal messf^e, ordering it to 
retire, from the battalion commander at 8 a.m., it was disposed as 
follows : — 

One section was in a covered position in the wood as support, two 
sections. No. 2 on the right and Nb. 3 on the left, held the line of 
trenches. Signal communication was established between the risht 
of No. 2 Section and the garrison of Glonbercha, which was holdmg 
the edge of the village nearest the Glonn without difiQouIty against 
small bodies of the enemy. 

Two observation posts were placed in the trees of the wood 
behind the trenches. They had an extensive view of the surrounding 
country, one towards Ober — Mar bach and the other towards 
Petershausen. The enemy appeared to have occupied the far bank of 
the Glonn from about opposite to Glonbercha as far as Petershausen, 
His firing lines had come down to the banks in nb great strength 
during the night, but had not anywhere crossed the Glonn, which 
here flows slowly between marshy banks and ia fairly deep. 

The enemy confined himself to a well-sustained fire, to which C 
Company hardly replied. It had no great effect owing to the 
range. The trenches occupied by the company were about 10 metres 
from the edge of the wood ; the left end of the part held by No. 3 
Section, however, ran for a short distance inside the wood. 

Captain C. was at this point, whence the commander of the 
reserve section in the wood could easily be reached. He sent for the 
latter and gave him the following verbal order at 8.10 a,m. : — 

" The company is retiring. Move off at once with your section 
through the wood to the lane from KoUbach, and wait there for the 
remainder of the company. I wül follow with Nos. 2 and 3 Sections." 

The two observation posts were then called in, and the following 
signal was sent to the section in Glonbercha : — 

" C Company is retirii^. The section at Glonbercha will remain. 
Order of the battalion commander." 

Meanwhile, the commanders of Nos. 2 and 3 Sections were 
directed to come to the company commander, and received the 
following order from him : — 

" The company is retiring. No. 1 Section has already marched 
off to Kollbach ; Nos. 2 and 3 Sections will follow. We will retire 
under cover through this wood. Cease fire, but don't whistle. The 
sections wül then leave the trenches, No. 3 leading, in single file, and 
will form column of squads in the wood. I will give the order to 
move off. Each section will leave one squad, which will be dis- 
tributed over the whole of the trenches, and will keep up a rapid fire. 
The squads will follow in ten minutes." 

At 8.30 a.m. Nos. 2 and 3 Sections were in column of squads in 
the wood, ready to move off ; they retired on Kollbach, on a signal 
from the company commander, by a track leading through the wood, 
which had been reconnoitred and marked out the previous evening. 
The men left behind kept up a rapid fire. At 9 a.m. the company 
was assembled at the eastern exit of KoUbach, and the sqnada left 
behind were seen at the edge of the wood nearest Kollbach. 
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The company conimander, who had ridden up the hill close to 
and aonth-east of KoUbach, observed a column of troops moving on 
the road to Kamraerberg, This column waa followed by some 
transport., and in the re-entrant at Piflitz, a small hamlet on an 
isolated knoll, about two companiea were seen approaching Eammer- 
berg. 

In accordanoe with orders, Company also moved off on 
Eammerbei^. The company cAnmander then handed over his 
company to nis 1st Lieutenant and rode on to Kammerberg. 

About half-way between Kammerberg and Kollbach, at the point 
where the comer of the Weissling wood crosses the road, he met 
Captain Ä.-of the same battalion. 
He received the following verbal order from him : — 

" Your company, the two companies of the 38th Inf. Begt. coming 
by way of Piflitz, and my company, will form a battalion under my 
command, 

" The battaUon will march by Bachenhansen and Groes-Nöbach to 
s position east of the Amper, where the 10th Inf. Biv. has already 
arrived, 

" The companies will join my company in the order in which they 
arrive. The latter is halted close to Kammerberg and will wait for 
them The transport of M. Battalion will remain behind my 
company. 

" D Company, the machine gun company, and the artillery remain 
behind under Colonel C, I wül give the order for the column to 
move oS." 

Colonel C.'s adjutant, who was present, was able to calculate that 
this part of the rear guard would have moved off at latest by 9 a,m. 
He galloped off to Kollbach to inform Colonel C, of this. 

The situation there had hardly changed. The enemy did not 
appear to have observed the withdrawal of C Company, but he 
had become more active since 8.30 a.m. 

Attempts to cross the Petershausen brii^e were frequent, and 
though the fire of the machine gun company prevented large bodies ■ 
from crossing, yet the number of the enemy's patrols on the near 
bank increased steadily, and they troubled the machine gun company 
a good deal. 

At 8.30 a,m, a number of small columns were seen to double 
down to the Glonn from Peterahausen, to a point where the river 
ran nearest to that place. It was observed from the position of the 
rear guard commander that a raft was being built at this point, 
apparently unseen by D Company, for a number of bushes hindered 
the view. 

Colonel C, was about to tell the artillery to direct its fire on this 
point, for the enemy were already beginning to cross, when the 
Abteilung which had been firing at Peterahausen and the ground 
to the north of it, turned its fire without orders on the enemy, who 
was crossing. This fire, delivered at close range and easy to observe, 
soon compelled the enemy to give «p the attempt. 

At 8.50 a.m. the following brief instructions were given to the 
Abteilung commander as to his further duties : — 

"KoUbach, 24. XL, 8.60 a.m. 

" I am now withdrawing the last of the infantry detachments by 
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Kollbach and Piflitz to Kammerberg, and then by Gross-Nöbach 
behind the Amper. 

"The l8t Abteilung, 20tb F.A. Eegt., will facilitate the with- 
drawal of the front line, and at 9 a.ni. will form a screen of smoke in 
front of the enemy at Petershausen and opposite Asbach. The 
Abteilung will then change position to the neighbourhood of 
Kammerberg, so as to be able to fire upon the enemy if he advances 
throi^h Kollbach, or from Asbach by Piflitz, I am moving to 
Piflitz. D Company and the machine gun company are moving 
oft" 

The following order was then aent to Major M. by telephone ; — 

" Yon will retire at 9 a.m. by Kollbach on Piflitz and thence to 
Kammerberg, 

" The artillery Abteilung will cover the retirement and wül form a 
screen of smoke in front of the enemy. Use this occasion to retira 
The artillery will afterwards take up a position near Kammerberg. 

" The troops holding Asbach are ordered to retire to Piflitz, where 
I shall be. I will issue further orders at that place." 

The detachments of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Eegt., in Asbach, were 
given the following verbal order by the rear guard commander's 
adjutant ; — 

" Evacuate the villt^e when you see D Company retire through 
Hockhof. March on Piflitz." 

When Colonel C. had told the cyclist under-officer to call in the 
line of relays to Esterhofen, and to assemble his men at Kammerbei^, 
he mounted and rode off across country with the remainder of the 
troop of cavalry to Piflitz, where he arrived at 9.15 a.m. 

Instructioks issued to the Detachments of M, Battalion still 

IN TOUCH WITH THE EnEMY, 

We will now conclude with the instructions issued in M. Battalion, 
in consequence of the order to retire, which arrived a little before 
9 a.m. A message had been prepared some time before for the 
section which was still in Glonbercha, It ran as follows : — 

" Hockhof, 24. XI., 8.55 am. 

" Evacuate Glonbercha and retire on Kammerbei^. Greneral retire- 
ment by Gross-Nobach behind the Amper. 

" D Company and the machine gun company have just been ordered 
to move off and are moving to the Kammerbei^ — Fahrenzhausen 
road, where reports will reach me. 

M., 
" Major." 

When the two dragoons in charge of this messt^e had ridden off 
(the contents of the order and the way to go had been previously 
explained to them), the signal HK was sent to D Company at the 
moment when the artillery Abteilung, by rapidly increasing its rate 
of fire, formed a thick veil of smoke in front of the enemy's flring 
lines on the Glonn, Directly afterwards the machine gun company 
was instructed to seize a favourable moment to retire, and, after 
rejoining its vehicies by way of Kollbaoh, to move off to Pifiitz, 
It was told to expect further orders at the latter place, and that 
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the general direetioQ of the retreat was through Gross-Nobach behind 
the Amper. 

Orders were then issued to reel up the telephone line, and to send 
off the telephone detachment to Kammerberg. At 9.10 a.m., the 
whole line of D Company, which had left its trenches on receiving 
the signal, was seen ascending the slope to Hockhof. The whole 
valley about Petershausen was filled with the smoke of the artillery 
fire, when Major M, mounted and rode back through KoUbaeh. At 
9.30 8.m,, the commander of the machine gun company, moving at the 
head of his company under cover just ea^^t of the road, met his 
vehicles at the north-west corner of Kollbach. By 9.40 a.m., the 
compiiny had limbered up and passed through KoUbach at a trot 
towards Piflitz, where Major M. had already arrived. From Piflitz 
the artillery Ableilmhg, which had been firing up to the last moment 
at the enemy's raft and the Peterahausen bridge, was seen to limber up 
and to move, first of all due south, down the slope of the hill, and 
then on Piflitz. During this retirement it snSered considerably from 
the heavy fire of the enemy's artillery. 

One gun was left in the position, and another had afterwards to 
be left behind, as only two of the horses of the team were unwounded 
and they were unable to drag the gun. Several of the w^ons also 
had reduced teams. 

Firing lines were seen retiring at the same time in a south-easterly 
direction beyond the railway embankment, on either side of the 
ganger's hut near Asbaeh. Part crossed the embankment and 
continued the retirement, the remainder lay down and kept up a 
heavy fire in the direction of Aabach, the green church tower of which 
was clearly visible from this point too. 

Meanwhile, Major M. had reported himself to Colonel C. in 
Piflitz, and had received the following order from him : — 

" The rear-guard will retire through Bachenhausen and Gross- 
Köbach behind the Amper, 

" Eight companies under Captain A. constitute the main guard. 
You will take over command of the rear units, i.e., the machine gun 
company, D Company, and part of the 3rd Bn., 40th Inf. Eegt. 
Disengage these troops as quickly as possible and follow. 

" The artillery Abteilung will support you from a position near 
Kammerberg, and will theu trot off to join the main guard. The 
troop of cavalry which is with me is at your disposal. I will ride 
off through Kammerberg as soon as the artillery has retired, and will 
be between you and the main guard." 

At 9.45 a.m., the machine gun company reached Piflitz at the 
same time as a company of the 40th Inf. Regt., in close order, which 
had marched down a fold in the ground west of Piflitz. A firing 
line was seen approaching from KoUbach and another from the 
railway embankment. Some infantry fire was heard at KoUbach. 

The commander of the company of the 40th Inf. Reg., which 
proved" to be No. 9 Company, reported as follows: — 

" One company of the 40th Regt, marched off an hour ago in the 
direction of Kammerberg, Nos. 9 and 10 Companies then remained 
in touch with the enemy. Of these my company waa withdrawn 
first from the front line and ordered to Piflitz, to which place the 
battalion commander intended to ride on ahead. I was to receive 
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fresh orders here. The firli^ line approaching from the railway 
embankment appears to be that of No. 10 Company. Where ia my 
battalion commander ? " 

As the commander ol the 3rd Bn,, 40th Inf. Regt., was nowhere 
to be found, Major M. assumed direct command of the companies of 
the 40th Inf. Kegt., which had just come up. He told the company 
commanders, and the commander of the machine gun company, to 
direct their units to march southwards on Kammerberg, and to 
remain themselves for further ordei-s. He then addressed them as 
follows : — 

" The company of the 40th Inf. Keg., the machine gun company, 
and all units of the rear-guard still in touch with the enemy are 
under my orders, and will follow the companies which have already 
moved off on Bachenhauseu by Gross-Nöbach. No. 9 Company, 
40th Inf. Regt., and the machine gun company will wait at the exit 
of Kammerbetg on the Bachenhausen road for D Company and the 
main body of No. 10 Company, 40th Inf. E^t., to come up. The 
whole will then move off on my order on Unter-Bruck. 

" The detachments in immediate touch with the enemy, including 
the troop of cavalry, will follow under the orders of Captain J), of 
the 37th laf. Eegt." 

Major M. then turned to his adjutant and told him to ride to 
meet No. 10 Company, 40th Inf. Eegt., to inform the company 
commander of the above instructions, and then to find Captain D. 
who would probably be near Kollbaeh. He was to tell the latter to 
take over command of the rearmost detachments, to disengage them 
from the enemy, and to follow the remainder of the rear guard at a 
suitable distance. He was to say that the half troop of the 
5th Dragoons would be at Captain D.'s disposal, and would wait for 
orders from him at Piflitz. 

The rearmost firing line retired from hill 496 without much 
interference from the enemy, shortly after 10 a.m., and moved on 
Piflitz. The 1st Abteüung, 20th V.A.. Eegt., was in position on hill 
504 near Kammerberg, with its right covered by a section of infantry 
retiring from Glonbercha ; it had not, however, opened fire. At 
10,10 a.m., it limbered up and trotted through Kammerberg towards 
Bacbenhausen. The machine gun company and No. 9 Company, 
40th Inf. Eeg., waited near Kammerberg till 10.15 a.m. and then 
joined D Company and No. 10 Company, 40th Inf. Eegt., which had 
come up meanwhile. The whole then retired, on an order from 
Major M., at the moment when the enemy's firii^ lines appeared 
near KoUbach on hill 496 and on the railway embankment east of 
Asbach. The enemy opened fire on the rearmost portions of D 
Company and of No, 10 Company, 40th Inf. Eegt., which were 
retiring on Kammerberg and Piflitz, but without doing any damage 
worth mentioning ; the range was at least 1,000 metres. At 10.30 a.m., 
the whole of the rear guard, disposed in several bodies, at considerable 
distances, was in retreat, and all touch with the enemy was given up. 
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Conclusion. 

I must bring my studio to an end at tliü point. They Form the 
third part of a work which had for its object to show, in a simple 
manner, the different phases and forms of a battle, while laying special 
emphasis on training in the preparation of orders. I am well aware 
that there ie no sealed pattern tor the form of orders. One man will 
issue an order in one way and a second in another, and both orders 
may be ec[ually complete and to the point. 

There are, however, certain characteristics which good battle orders 
most have, and there ib, if one must say so, a technique in the pre- 
paration of orders with which ofBcers should be acquainted and which 
can be learnt. But it must be studied by means of frequent exercises 
under proper supervision. I should like to say, now that my whole 
work is completed in front of me, that I am of opinion that a real 
solid foundation is often lacking in the training of our young officers. 
Those who know the winter training in our raiments, and study the 
prc^ramme of instruction carefully, must admit that war-games 
between two sides dominate everything else. Junior officers command 
brigades and divisions against each other, and practise themselves in 
coming to independent decisions ; in the larger garrison war^mes 
captains and üeld officers command army corps, unit« which only the 
very smallest proportion of them will ever be called upon' to 
command. 

When it is contiidered that lieutenants who are capable of coming 
to the moet appropriate independent decisions on paper often fail when 
they have to issue actual orders in the field, and that senior officers 
who command br^ades and divisions in war-^mes are often at a lose 
when they have to issue a single clear battalion order, because they 
do not know in what form to put it, there can be no doubt that war- 
games, as they are usually carried out by regimental officers, do not 
give the instruction which they are expected to supply. 

The importance of practice in coming to independent conclusions 
must not be minimized. It is certainly an admirable thing. But, in 
trying to form military character in this way, it must not be foi^otten 
thaX the foundation of all practice consists in knowledge built upon a 
solid foundation. In other words junior officers must have a sufficient 
elementary knowledge of the tactics of tlie three arms, must have 
learnt to express their orders in clear language which should carry 
conviction with it, and must also be clear as to the object in view in 
the battle, and as to the words to be used to express that object, 
before they attempt to deal with the problems of a war-^ame between 
two sidles. When this solid foundation has been laid, the war-^^ame, 
the great importance of which I have no intention of minimizing, has 
its proper uses. It is when the course of training has advanced 
progressively that the war-game is of chief advantage, but the 
beginner requires other fare if we do not wish to train him to be a 
mere tactical amateur. 

In my opinion, next to exercises on the ground, which of course 
have the greatest value, come simple exercises on the war-game maps, 
I here give opportunities for training in giving orders even to the 
smallest detachments and affi>rd instruction to the beginner in the 
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tactics of the three armB and the principles of tlie modem 
battle. 

It has been my object to show how to prepare and work out 
such problems, and to encoui^e iinite to practise these simple but 
useful exercises. If I have succeeded in awakening an interest in 
them, and in emphasizing the practical in our professional training as 
opposed to the theoretical, I have fulfilled my purpose. 

Such exercises also afford ample opportunity for the training of 
character. There are often a number of occasions in such battle 
exercises when an example of the value of independent action in such 
a situation as the pupil might find confronting him in war, can be 
pointed out. A clear and precise style in expressing orders, which 
states what is requii-ed without ambiguity, ia a sign of a strong 
character. It should be the high but not unattainable ideal of our 
winter instruction to train our young officers to acquire this. 

Hans von Kibsling. 

Miiiiclien, Jv,ne, 1909. 
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M BDlOAZi DBPABTUENT. Army. Index to Appendioee of Reports from 1869 

to 1896. Sd. y 

XBSIOAIi OBOAVIZAIION O? POBBiaN ABKIB8. (ChiedT for War). 

1902. U. 
HBSIOAZ. BBBVIOB. Army. Begulations. 1906. 6d. 
HBDIOAZ. BBBVIOB. Strategical and Tactical Employmen 

in an Army Corps; with a seriea of Probleme, Tranalate 

ii.Gd. 
mDIOAX BBBTICBS. Army. Advisory Board tor. The Treatment d Venereal 

Disease and Scabies. First Beport, 1901, 1(. Ed. ; S«oond Beport. 1906. !#.; 

Third Beport. 1905. li. ; Final Beport. 1906. 6d 
UBDIOAI. BBBVIOBB Of FOBBION ABMIBB. Handbook of. Part I. 

FaincB. 6d. ; Part II. Gkbhahy. 6d. ; Part 111. Ar^rRiA-HuKQAKT. Gd. ; 

Part IV. Hdbbia. 6d. 
HBKOMBTBB Handbook, 1901 {Oul o/p-inf). {Under reviaion) 

TtOBTUZATlOS Begna. 1909. Sd. {Under reviiion) 

MOTOB BBSBBVB. ABMT. Inlormatioa regarding Appointment, Promotion, 

and ConditiouH of Service. Id 
KTrBKBTST- BBO-UI^TIONB. Part I. 1909. 6d. ; Part II. Rifle lUagea and 

Musketry Appliancea. 1910. id. 
HTTHBBB OP TBOOPB TO THB TABD in the Frinoipal Battles ainos 1860. 

Memo. on. With opinions of Modem Authorities on limits of extensioD at the 

present day, 1884. 9ri 
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MILITARI BOOKS, p\^litlitd by Avthnrits—'Mii-äa.^uA. 

OVTiaxaS TSAIHINa OOBFS :— 

Begulattoua. 1909. 2d 

Dit^o. (InDS of Oonrt> lif. 

BpeobJ A.O., Mvcb 16, 190S. Id 
OFBBATIOV OBDBSB. A Technical Btnd; by QAN8 ton Kieslimq. TtuulaMd 

fcom the Germaii. it. Sd. 
OPTIOAIi KANUAIi oi Baadbook of lutnuttoni for ttM goiduMe of BoigsoDB. 

Thiid edition. 1886. li. Sd 
0PTI08. Notes DD. «d 
. _. -- j,_ 



Ordnuioe Oounes. Boporta od. Tariona. Each U, 

BsKiUktiraiB. 1907. 2d 
OBSHAKOB OOBPa Armj. atmäinft Orden. 1906. Cd 
OKDNANOB KAIHTAZ. (WAB> 6d 
OSDNANOB. 8BBVZ0B. TraMäee od. Serenth edmon. 190& With Tolams 

ofdatcB. Tl. 6d; AmeudmantB. Jone 1909. Idi Do. ' Dsc. 1909. Sd 
OBDNANOB 8HBTI0B8. ABKT. Baga«. :— 

Putl. 1909. 6d ; AneDduienti. Dec 1909,AprU, Aug. 1910, Jul 1911. Eaoh Id 

Fu1:IX. 1908. 9d; Amendraenta. Jkd.. Feb., Jnae, Oet..Dea. ISOS.Mu'ch.Uar, 
Judo, Jalr, Oct. (twu issuea), 1910, Fob. 1911. G&ch Id ; Amended Appendix 
Vm. 24. 
PATHOIKlaiO AI. SPBOIUBNS In the MoaeHm of tike An^ Medical Dspwtmeiit, 

Netley. DeaoriptJTB OataWos of. Third Edition. Vol. I. B? Sir W. Aitkea, 

H.D. 1893. b. 
FHTalOAX TBAnmra. Hanoal of. 1«. 
FIiAOB-NAKHS OOOTTBBINe OV VOBBISH KAPfl. Boles (or tha Tntn»- 

lltentlonot 1906. U. 
POSTEIOH-FIlfDBB. Appllmtlon of , to Oout Battsrias. Notes on. 1901. M. 
PBOOBDUBB Ruiea. 1907. Id 
PBOJBOTIOir, *o. Linear Peripective. A Taxt-Book for naa of tlw B.H. 

Aoademy. Part I.— Text. Part XL —Plates. 1904. 6j. 
PTTBUOATIOIfS (BBOBNT) OV XHiITABT IVTBBBST. List of. 

anuterlT. Noa. 1 lo 8. 2d. each ; Vbb. 9 to 16. id. eaoh. 
BAZLWAT DIBIAH0B8. [relaod. Handbook of. Third edition. 1884. 7>. äd. 
BAIZ.WAT XAXrUAJ. (WAB). (I« t&epreM) 

ItAILWATS. MtI.ITAA7. BBOONNAISaANCB AND SUBTBT OP. 

Notes on, for Offloera of B.E. Eailwsy Oompanies, 1910. 2i Bd 
BANaB-FnrOBB Handbooks:— 

Depreaaloa. For Elevated Battariss. Land Bervloa. IBOS. 4d 
Ditto. Amendments. Id 

t, Mark II'. 2d. 



Handbook. 1904. . Gd 
BAKOSS. MINIATUBE OABTBIDQE ('320 bore). Instraotlons lor the Oonstrao- 

tion and luBpeotlou of. 2d. 
BBOBCITING FOB THB BBaiTIiAB ABKT AND SPBOIAI^ BESBBVB, 

BetnilatlonB. 1909. 6d. 
BBKOmrT KAnnAIj. 1906. 6d. 

BsainsiTioiriNa op sttppziZbs, tbakbpobt, stobbs, anikaiiS, 

LABOÜB,&c., IN TBE FIELD. Instraotioas for the. 1907. Id 
BHOSB8IA. Southern. Piecis of Information oonceraii«. Jan., 1899. Si. 
BIPI3 RANOBS. aare and Ooostmotion ol. Instmottons for. 1908. Sd. 
BIPLB BANOBS, TBAINIKQ QBOUND, AKD UUSKBTBT OAUF, 

PENALLY, (WeEtoru i.'oast Defences). Standing Ordera 19ia 2d 
BIPIiBS, fto. Oleaninf; of. Kates onths. 1909. ',i& lor 6d 

BUSSIAJf MILITABT Aia> NAVAI. TEKM B. DbiUonary of. 1906. St. 6d 
BU8SO-JAPANBBB WAS :— 

Medical and Sanitary Bcports from Ottoera attached to the Japanese and itnssian 

Foroes In the Field. 1908. fit. 
Official History. Part I. Causes of the War. Opening Erente up to and inolndlng 
the Battle of the Ta-lu, Second edition, 1909. U.6d.; 
Part IL From the Battle of the Ta4a to Liao-yang, 
elelDBfre. 1908. 5>. ; Part III. The Bfen of Port Arthur. 
1909. 4t. 6d ; Fart IT. Liao-yang. 1910. 4t. ; Fart T. 
ShaHo. 4«. 6d 
Official History (Naval and Military). Vol. I. Tu Aug. 24, 1904. With case of 

Hi^s. 1910. 15i. 
Beports from Biitish Officer« attached to the Japanese and Russian Forces in the 
Field. In ttiree Tola., with two oases of Maps (not lotd leparateti/), Sis. 
<<SAK<BBOWHB" BBZiT, 8aABBABI>,AJn> SWOBS ZHOT. Spedtlca- 

tion and Drawings. 1899. id 
BANrXATIOH Uf ITS APPLIOATIOH TO XIUTABT I.I7B. Mannal of, 
1907. 8d {Under TtBMm'). 
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MIUTART BOOKS, piAiiihtd is Authority— tumüuaoA. 
SUDAN OAKFAISK. Hisloiy of the. Tiro puta, knd Haps. 1890. Ü«. 
SVPFXiT KANITAIj (WAS). 1909. id. 
8U7FI.T, TKAVaPOKT, AUS BASBAOK SBBTIOBS. B6gnlaäou. 



Ditto. 



. Topugr^iUaal uid Qaon^hkaL TaxtBookof. 190G. 1«. 6d. 
Appendix XI. Tables lac the Projection o( O-ratlciiles for «qnartw ol 
1° side oaBcalaofl: £60,000, and for aqurea oU° eide on n»Ie ot 
1 : 126.000 i with other Tables naed In Projecting UapB. Ad. 
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eadli XII. Tables lor tbe Proiectfon 
uie soale of I: 1,000,000. 1910. id. 
8WBDBH AJn> KOBWAT. AmiM ol. bMMlboc*. IML la. 
SWISS AlUCT. HaodbDok. 1898. Sd. 

TBi.BaBAPB x-nrao, 

1907. id. 
THI.BaBAPBT Ajn> TBIiaPHOlTT. 

Inatnunenta. ^ 
IBZ.SPKONBS 

FrorlalonaL ] 
TBLB800PB8I 

TBI.B800PI0I 
THKRITOBXAJ 

Cadet Cnitei 
Admjnisj 
1910). I 
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l.l.lhJ__. ""™UnY OF CAUrORMA UBRARY 
Training. FrövialoDa]. U. 
Transfer of Unita to the. Bpedal A.O., lUroh SO, 1908, enoloalng tha Ordar In 

Oomudl dated Much 19, 1908. 2d. 
Unifona. Smdal A.O., June IS, 1908. lA 

VoluQtHry Aid in Eoglaod and WalaE. Schflme (or the Organizstion of. Dee. 
1910. id. 
TBAOrEOB TBIAXA hald by the Ezpeiinientd Bnb-Oommlttea of the Ifacdianlokl 

Tnuiäport OoDunltlee at Alderahot, Sept. and Oct., 1908. Beport on. 6d. 
TBAINIHa AHS HAHtBUTKB BBOTII.ATIOirS. 1909. id. 



TTBS.QID (AHTI-J INO(nn.ÄTION OOmCZTTaX. Bepott on Blood Ohangu 

ft^owlnK Typhcdd Inoonlatton. 1906. U, 6d. 
UaAHI>A>n}TllOTOHATB. Pr^da of Inf otmatlon. Bapt, 1802. 6t.6d. . 



TRAHBPOBT. XBOHAinOAX. Begolations for the Appointment of Inspectora 

of. \d. 
TXUMtMT AlTD BVaZiB SOWSS for the Amy. With InatrnotlonB ior the 

Training of TrnnuMtera and Boglo^ 1909. 9d 
rPHOID (AMTI-) INOOUUTION C 

ft^owlnK Typhcdd Inoonlatton. 1906. ] 

A>n}TXOT 

UBDU-BKaZJSH PBIKBB. For tha nae of Colonial ArtlUerj. 1899. Ifij. 
VAIJISS BaUIPMBHT. Inatniotlcaia for Fitting :— 

Pattern 188S with pattern 1894 Ponoh opening cmtwaida. 1896. Id 

Bandolier pMtem. 1908. Sd. 
TAZ.PABAISO. TheOaptoreot, InlS91. U 
VBHBBBAI. DISBA8B. A« Medical Serrioet. 
TBTB&nrABT aOBPS. Ann;;— 

Begnlatlona tor Admisaion. 1910. id. 

Standing Ordera. 1906. id. 
TBTBBHrABT SHBTIOBS. Ann;. Begnlatfona. 1908. td. 
WAB OTXTOB UBT, AND ADICINISTBATITB DIBBOTOBT FOB THB 

BBITI8H ARMY. ISia Said by Barritim 4 Soiu, 4G, Pall MaU. 6t. (Mt. 

(Under rennonl 
WATBB SUPPLY KANUAÜ. U. 6d. 

X-BAT APPA&ATUS. Hhita Begardlng the Management and Uae of. id. 
ZUZiUIiAND. Frida ol Information ooncernlng. With a Hap. Deo., 189*. it. 
ZUIiU VAB OF 1879. Narrativeol the FleldOperationiMniwotedwtthUia. 1881 

CflvriXadUOT). I«. 
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